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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         June 26, 2026  
  
Major Accomplishments This Week 
 
Economic Development 

• Officially launched California's first Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot 
Program connecting downtown to Bureau of Land Management trail systems.  

• Released the first installment of the City's Live • Work • Play economic 
development campaign.  

 
Federal & State Partnerships 

• Hosted a federal partnership visit with the Office of U.S. Senator Adam Schiff to 
discuss infrastructure, healthcare, housing, and economic development 
priorities.  

• Received legislative recognition from Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
highlighting the OHMV Pilot Program and AB 1756.  

 
Tourism & Community Branding 

• Featured in the official Visit California Passport to California Route 66 
Centennial publication.  

• Advanced improvements to the City's Route 66 gateway signage and branding.  
• Received regional and national media recognition promoting Needles as a 

premier outdoor recreation and tourism destination. 
 
Community & Quality of Life 

• Continued expanding recreation programming through the Morning Water 
Exercise program.  

• Strengthened community partnerships, including the Chamber of Commerce 
Fireworks Fundraiser, Summer Meal Program, and Fourth of July community 
events. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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1. OHMV Pilot Program Ribbon Cutting: This week, the City of Needles officially 
launched its Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony attended by City officials, project partners, community 
members, and local businesses. The event marked the culmination of years of 
planning, public outreach, partner coordination, and implementation. The event 
also celebrated Needles as the only city in California with a designated OHMV 
route network connecting riders directly to surrounding Bureau of Land 
Management trail systems. The program supports the City Council's goals of 
promoting economic development, expanding recreational opportunities, 
strengthening tourism, and enhancing partnerships that benefit the community.  
 

2. Legislative Update: Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez featured the City of 
Needles' OHMV Pilot Program in this week's official legislative newsletter. The 
newsletter highlights the City's launch of the pilot program and notes 
Assemblymember Gonzalez's AB 1756, which would extend the pilot program. 
This is another example of the positive regional and statewide recognition the 
City is receiving for its economic development and recreation initiatives. 
 

3. OHMV Program Media Recognition: The launch of the City's Off-Highway 
Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program generated regional and national media 
coverage. Following the ribbon cutting, Mayor Janet Jernigan participated in an 
interview with FOX26 News discussing the program's anticipated economic 
impact and benefits to the community. The story is scheduled to air during the 
station's Sunday 10:00 p.m. newscast and will be published earlier that day on 
the FOX26 News website. In addition, the program was featured by UTV Guide, 
a national off-road industry publication, which recognized Needles as the first 
city in California to establish a designated OHMV route network connecting the 
community directly to surrounding Bureau of Land Management trail systems. 
This earned media coverage advances the City Council's strategic goals of 
promoting economic development, strengthening tourism, and increasing 
statewide and national awareness of Needles as a premier outdoor recreation 
destination. 
 

4. Federal Partnership Visit: On June 26, the City of Needles welcomed James 
DeLoera, Jr., from the Office of U.S. Senator Adam Schiff for a federal 
partnership briefing and community tour. City staff highlighted recent 
accomplishments, strategic priorities, and federal funding opportunities while 
showcasing key community assets, including Colorado River Medical Center, 
the Housing Authority, Historic Route 66, the Colorado River waterfront, the Off-
Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program, and major economic 
development sites. Discussions focused on rural healthcare, workforce housing, 
infrastructure investment, water reliability, tourism, and strengthening federal 
partnerships. The visit reinforced the City's commitment to building relationships 
that support long-term investment and economic growth.   
 

5. Live • Work • Play Campaign: The City has launched the first installment of its 
Live • Work • Play economic development campaign, developed in partnership 
with Tripepi Smith. The inaugural "Play" video highlights Needles' outdoor 
recreation, the Colorado River, Historic Route 66, and the Off-Highway Motor 
Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program, reinforcing the City Council's commitment to 

https://kmph.com/
https://youtu.be/HIj2TqMMHns
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tourism and economic development. The three-part campaign is designed to 
promote Needles as a destination to play, live, and work, supporting tourism, 
attracting new residents, and encouraging private investment. The City 
appreciates the employees and community partners who helped showcase 
Needles and its many opportunities. 
 

6. Route 66 Centennial Passport Feature: The City of Needles has been 
featured in the official Visit California Passport to California Route 66, a 
statewide visitor guide developed to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
Mother Road. The guide highlights Needles as a gateway community along 
Historic Route 66 and showcases local lodging and tourism assets for travelers 
exploring California's Route 66 corridor. This statewide recognition supports the 
City Council's ongoing efforts to promote tourism, celebrate the Route 66 
Centennial, and position Needles as a premier destination for visitors traveling 
the historic Mother Road. 
 

7. Gateway Signage Improvements: Staff is advancing enhancements to the 
City's gateway signage as part of the City Council's ongoing commitment to 
community branding, tourism, and economic development. The proposed 
improvements will strengthen the City's identity as the Gateway to California 
while creating a more welcoming first impression for residents and visitors 
traveling along Historic Route 66. These enhancements complement the 
Council's broader investments in Route 66 Centennial initiatives, community 
beautification, and destination marketing. 

 
8. Needles Featured for Quality of Life and Homeownership: The City of 

Needles was recently featured in an online travel and lifestyle publication 
highlighting the community's unique combination of outdoor recreation, historic 
character, and attainable homeownership opportunities. The article recognized 
Needles for its median home sale price of approximately $156,000 and 
showcased many of the community's signature assets, including the Colorado 
River, Historic Route 66, El Garces, the Needles Regional Museum, Rivers 
Edge Golf Course, and access to surrounding public lands. This positive third-
party recognition supports the City Council's ongoing economic development, 
tourism, and community branding efforts by increasing awareness of Needles as 
an attractive place to live, work, play, and invest. 
 

9. Tourism Promotion Initiative: As the City Council continues to prioritize 
tourism and economic development, the City appreciates the collaborative 
efforts of Mayor Janet Jernigan and Wagon Wheel Restaurant in developing 
an updated visitor brochure showcasing Needles' lodging, restaurants, 
recreational opportunities, attractions, and community amenities. The brochure 
serves as a valuable resource for visitors while encouraging them to explore the 
community, extend their stay, and support local businesses. This collaborative 
effort reflects the strong partnership between the City and the local business 
community to promote Needles as a premier destination along Historic Route 66 
and the Colorado River. 
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10. Recreation Feature of the Week – Morning Water Exercise: The Needles 
Municipal Aquatics Center's Morning Water Exercise program is a popular 
recreational offering, providing residents with a low-impact workout that 
promotes cardiovascular health, strength, flexibility, and overall wellness. 
Classes are offered Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. The 
program is designed for participants of all fitness levels. Morning Water Exercise 
reflects the City's ongoing commitment to providing quality recreational 
opportunities that enhance the health and well-being of the community. 

 
11. Chamber of Commerce Fireworks Fundraiser: The Needles Area Chamber 

of Commerce & Visitor Center has launched its annual TNT Fireworks 
fundraiser, with the stand operating June 28 through July 6 at the Shell Gas 
Station. The fundraiser will officially open with a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
on Monday, June 29, 2026, at 2:00 p.m., marking the beginning of the 
Independence Day season and another year of community partnership. 
Proceeds from the fundraiser support the Chamber's year-round business 
advocacy, tourism promotion, visitor services, and community events. The City 
appreciates the Chamber's continued partnership and the many volunteers 
whose dedication helps make this longstanding community tradition a success. 

 
12. Summer Meal Program: Needles Unified School District has launched its 

Summer Meal Program, providing free weekly meal distributions every 
Wednesday through July 29, 2026. Parents, guardians, and children may pick 
up meal bags containing five breakfasts and five lunches at seven locations 
throughout the community. Staff is sharing this information to help connect 
residents with available community resources, consistent with the City Council's 
goal of supporting community partnerships and enhancing quality of life for 
Needles families. 

 
13. Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness: As summer temperatures increase, 

the City is reminding residents to take proactive steps to reduce mosquito 
breeding by eliminating standing water around their homes, maintaining 
swimming pools and ornamental ponds, and properly storing containers that can 
collect water. Residents who observe neglected green pools or other mosquito 
concerns are encouraged to contact the San Bernardino County Department of 
Public Health's Mosquito and Vector Control Program for courtesy inspections 
and assistance. The program also provides free mosquito fish for ornamental 
ponds and conducts disease surveillance to help protect public health. The 
informational brochure is available on the City's website and social media 
channels. 

 
14. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 

a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
civic meetings, and community programs. Local organizations are invited to 
submit or update events through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe and sync the calendar 
to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay informed and 
engaged.  
 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 

I. Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 Sponsors Free Swim Admission for Children: 
Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 will host the Swim With an Eagle event on 
Saturday, June 27, 2026, from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Needles City 
Aquatics Center. Through the generosity of Needles Eagles Aerie 2599, 
admission for children will be free. Residents are encouraged to attend this 
family-friendly community event. 
 

II. City Hall Closed for Independence Day: City Hall will be closed on Friday, 
July 3, 2026, in observance of the Independence Day holiday. Regular 
business hours will resume on Monday, July 6, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. During 
the closure, residents with urgent matters may call 760-326-5700, where the 
City's after-hours answering service will route calls to the appropriate City 
personnel. A public notice has been posted at the entrance to City Hall 
informing residents of the holiday closure. 
 

III. Fourth of July Community Celebration: The City's Parks and Recreation 
Department, in partnership with Needles Elks Lodge #1608, will host the 
annual Celebrate Freedom 4th of July Pool Party on Saturday, July 4, 
from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the Needles Aquatics Center. The free, 
family-friendly event will feature open swim, relay races, games, contests, 
food, the return of the Miss Freedom and Mr. Firecracker contests, and the 
annual treasure dive. Staff encourages residents and visitors to join the 
community in celebrating Independence Day. This event supports the City 
Council's goals of enhancing quality of life, fostering community 
engagement, and expanding recreational opportunities through strong 
community partnerships. 

 
IV. RCC Community Rummage Sale Donations: The River Communities 

Coalition (RCC) is currently accepting donations for its upcoming Community 
Rummage Sale, with proceeds supporting programs and services that 
benefit communities throughout the Colorado River region. RCC is seeking 
donations of furniture, household items, clothing, books, toys, electronics, 
tools, and medical equipment, with pickup and drop-off options available for 
community members. The City appreciates RCC's continued commitment to 
serving local residents and encourages those with gently used items to 
consider supporting this community initiative. 
 

 
 
 



1. OHMV RIBBON CUTTING



2. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE DISTRICT?

Team Gonzalez joined the City of Needles to celebrate the kickoff of the Off-Highway 
Motor Vehicle Pilot Program! Needles launched this initiative to create designated routes‚ 
signage and educational information for Off-Highway Vehicles to operate on city streets. 
Assemblyman Gonzalez’s bill‚ AB 1756 would extend this program for residents and visitors 
to enjoy the program for years to come!

https://lcmspubcontact.lc.ca.gov/PublicLCMS/LinkTracking.php?id=1110148&eaid=124559&url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D202520260AB1756&tid=AD36C1168730357


3. OHMV MEDIA RECOGNITION



4. FEDERAL PARTNERSHIP VISIT



6. CENTENNIAL PASSPORT FEATURE



7. NEEDLES GATEWAY SIGNAGE



8. QUALITY OF LIFE



9. TOURISM PROMOTION



10. MORNING WATER EXERCISE



11. CHAMBER FIREWORKS FUNDRAISER



12. SUMMER MEAL PROGRAM



13. MOSQUITO AWARENESS



I. EAGLES POOL PARTY



II. CITYHALL CLOSURE



III. FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION



IV. RUMMAGE SALE RCC
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