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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         July 10, 2026  
  
City Manager's Weekly Highlights  
 
Economic Development & Tourism 

• Announced a record $602.5 million assessed property valuation, reflecting 
continued long-term growth in the City's property tax base.  

• Promoted Needles' tourism, economic development, and nationally recognized 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program at the Discover SoCal 
Empire Regional Summit.  
 

Intergovernmental Affairs 
• Continued supporting statewide public agency liability reform through the 

Coalition to Protect Community Services.  
 

Grants & Workforce Development 
• Began recruitment for two grant-funded Maintenance Worker I positions 

through the State's Clean California Community Cleanup & Employment 
Pathway Program.  
 

Public Safety 
• Recognized the San Bernardino County Sheriff's successful Fourth of July 

marine enforcement operation, during which no major injury or fatal boating 
accidents were reported in the Needles area. 
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1. 2026 City of Needles Assessment Roll – Continued Growth: The San 
Bernardino County Assessor-Recorder-Clerk's Office has released the 2026 
Assessment Roll for the City of Needles, reflecting a total assessed property 
value of $602,508,378, the highest assessed valuation in the City's history. This 
represents a 1.6 percent increase over the 2025 Assessment Roll of 
$593,071,256 and an overall 96 percent increase since 2017. Since 2017, the 
City's assessed valuation has increased by approximately $295 million, 
demonstrating the continued expansion of the City's property tax base. The 
continued growth in the City's assessed valuation strengthens the City's long-
term fiscal foundation by supporting property tax revenues that help fund 
essential public services and infrastructure. Staff has attached a historical 
assessment roll chart for the City Council's reference. 
 

2. Discover SoCal Empire Regional Summit: This week, Mayor Janet Jernigan 
and Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell represented the City of Needles at the Discover 
SoCal Empire Regional Summit in Ontario, where the City hosted an exhibitor 
booth promoting Needles' tourism assets, outdoor recreation opportunities, 
economic development initiatives, and the upcoming Route 66 Centennial. The 
summit brought together tourism, recreation, tribal, and economic development 
leaders from across Southern California and the Route 66 corridor to strengthen 
regional partnerships and promote destination marketing. Mayor Jernigan also 
participated as a panelist, highlighting the City's innovative Off-Highway 
Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program and its role in expanding recreation 
and tourism opportunities in Needles. The conference featured Caroline 
Beteta, President and CEO of Visit California, and participation supported the 
City Council's goal of increasing tourism, expanding economic development 
opportunities, and raising the City's visibility throughout the region. The City 
extends its appreciation to Discover SoCal and Freddy Bi for their 
continued partnership and commitment to showcasing the Needles 
community on a regional, national, and international stage. 
 

3. Coalition to Protect Community Services: As previously reported, the City of 
Needles joined the Coalition to Protect Community Services, a statewide 
initiative led by the California Joint Powers Insurance Authority (CJPIA) 
advocating for reforms to California's public agency liability laws. This week, 
PublicCEO published an op-ed by Margaret Finlay, President of CJPIA and 
Chair of the Coalition, highlighting the coalition's efforts to advance 
proportionate liability legislation for local governments. The article discusses the 
coalition's position that rising public agency liability costs are placing increasing 
financial pressure on local governments and diverting resources from essential 
public services, including public safety, infrastructure, parks, libraries, and 
recreation. Staff will continue to monitor legislative developments and provide 
updates as they become available. A link to the article is provided for the City 
Council's reference.  
 
 

https://www.publicceo.com/2026/07/op-ed-why-california-needs-proportionate-liability-for-local-governments/
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4. Maintenance Worker I Recruitment – Clean California Grant: The City is 
currently recruiting for two (2) temporary full-time Maintenance Worker I 
positions in the Public Works Department funded through the State's Clean 
California Community Cleanup & Employment Pathway (CCEP) Program. 
These positions are made possible by the City's recent award of a $169,355 
grant for the "Revive the Desert – Illegal Dumping Cleanup & Community 
Stewardship" initiative. The grant will support expanded litter and illegal 
dumping cleanup efforts while providing local workforce development 
opportunities through transitional employment. Interested applicants may submit 
a resume or letter of interest to Pam Osteen, Human Resources Director, at 
posteen@cityofneedles.com. Residents are encouraged to share this 
employment opportunity with qualified individuals in the community. 
 

5. Fourth of July Holiday Marine Enforcement: The San Bernardino County 
Sheriff's Department's Marine Enforcement Unit conducted its annual Fourth of 
July Holiday Enforcement Operation from July 3 through July 5 along the 
Colorado River, including the Needles area. During the operation, deputies 
conducted 105 enforcement stops, issued 55 citations, made 10 boating 
under the influence (BUI) arrests and one DUI arrest, and investigated one 
minor injury boating accident. No major injury or fatal boating accidents were 
reported during the enforcement period. Staff appreciates the Sheriff's 
Department's continued efforts to promote safe and responsible recreation 
along the Colorado River during one of the busiest boating weekends of the 
year. The Sheriff's Department's holiday enforcement statistics are attached for 
the Council's reference. 

 
6. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 

a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
public meetings, and civic programs. Local organizations are invited to submit or 
update events through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the calendar current 
and inclusive. Residents can subscribe and sync the calendar to mobile devices 
for real-time updates, making it easier to stay informed about local events and 
civic activities. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 

I. Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez Town Hall: Residents are reminded that 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez will host a Town Hall on Wednesday, July 
15, 2026, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at El Garces. The Town Hall 
provides community members with an opportunity to engage directly with 
their State Assembly representative, discuss legislative priorities, and share 
feedback on issues affecting the Needles community. Staff encourages 
interested residents to attend. Additional event information, including the 
RSVP link (https://asmrc.org/cf/needlesrsvp) and a QR code for registration, 
is attached for the Council's reference. 

 
 
 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
https://asmrc.org/cf/needlesrsvp
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