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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         July 31, 2026  
  
City Manager's Weekly Highlights  
 
Public Safety & Community Services 

• Coordinated community outreach during the National Weather Service's 
Extreme Heat Warning, providing residents with heat safety information, cooling 
resources, and emergency notifications through Needles Connect.  
 

Economic Development & Legislative Affairs 
• Advanced the City's Opportunity Zone 2.0 nomination following unanimous City 

Council approval and prepared for the State's public comment period beginning 
August 3.  

• Continued legislative advocacy supporting AB 1756, which would extend the 
City's Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program through 2033.  

 
Parks, Recreation & Community Engagement 

• Successfully concluded another summer season of aquatics, youth basketball, 
and summer camp programs while preparing for upcoming community events 
and the Route 66 Centennial celebration.  
 

Regional Partnerships 
• Strengthened regional partnerships through the SBCTA Just One Trip marketing 

campaign, showcasing Needles' transit services, community amenities, and 
tourism opportunities.  
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1. Extreme Heat Warning & Community Outreach: The National Weather 
Service extended the Extreme Heat Warning for the Needles area through 
Sunday, August 2, with forecasted daytime temperatures ranging from 110°F 
to 120°F and overnight lows between 80°F and 95°F, creating dangerous heat 
conditions with little overnight relief. In response, the City issued a Needles 
Connect emergency notification providing residents with heat safety information 
and highlighting available cooling locations and community resources. The 
notification encouraged residents to stay hydrated, limit outdoor activities during 
peak heat, check on vulnerable family members and neighbors, and never leave 
children or pets unattended in vehicles. Residents who have not already done 
so are encouraged to subscribe to Needles Connect to receive emergency 
notifications, City news, event updates, and other important community 
information by email or text message. Information on subscribing and 
downloading the mobile app is available on the City's Needles Connect 
webpage. Staff will continue to monitor weather conditions and provide 
additional public notifications as necessary. 

 
2. Opportunity Zone 2.0 Public Comment Period: At its July 28 meeting, the 

City Council unanimously adopted Resolution No. 2026-33, formally supporting 
and ratifying the City's application to the California Governor's Office of 
Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) recommending Census Tract 
06071010700 for designation under the Opportunity Zone 2.0 Program. The 
Opportunity Zone designation represents a significant economic development 
opportunity to attract long-term private investment, support housing and 
business expansion, create quality jobs, and build upon more than $28 million 
in recent public infrastructure investments. The State's public comment period 
will be open from August 3 through August 28, 2026, providing residents, 
businesses, community organizations, and regional partners an opportunity to 
submit comments and letters of support. Information regarding the public 
comment process, including access to the California Department of Finance 
Opportunity Zone Public Comment Portal, is available on the GO-Biz 
Opportunity Zones webpage. The City has already received letters of support 
from San Bernardino County Third District Supervisor Dawn Rowe and the 
San Bernardino County Transportation Authority/San Bernardino Council 
of Governments (SBCTA/SBCOG) and encourages the community to 
participate in the public comment process in support of Needles' Opportunity 
Zone 2.0 nomination. 

 
3. AB 1756 – OHMV Pilot Program Extension Update: Assembly Bill 1756, 

authored by Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez, continues to advance through the 
California Legislature. The bill is scheduled to be considered by the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on Monday, August 10, 2026. If approved, the 
legislation is anticipated to be sent to the Governor shortly thereafter, positioning 
the bill well ahead of the Legislature's end-of-session deadlines. If signed into 
law, AB 1756 will extend the City of Needles' Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
(OHMV) Pilot Program through January 1, 2033, ensuring the continued 
operation of the City's designated combined-use route network and providing 
long-term certainty for recreation, tourism, and economic development. The City 
appreciates Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez's continued leadership and 
advocacy in advancing legislation that supports the Needles community and 

https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/
https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/
https://dof.ca.gov/forecasting/demographics/california-opportunity-zones/
https://dof.ca.gov/forecasting/demographics/california-opportunity-zones/
https://business.ca.gov/resources/infrastructure-development/opportunity-zones-in-california/
https://business.ca.gov/resources/infrastructure-development/opportunity-zones-in-california/
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reinforces the City's leadership as California's first city to establish a designated 
OHMV combined-use route network. 

 
4. Needles Transit Services Featured in Regional Marketing Campaign: This 

past week, Needles Transit Services participated in the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority's (SBCTA) Just One Trip (JOT) regional marketing 
campaign, which encourages San Bernardino County residents to replace 
single-occupancy vehicle trips with public transit. A professional production team 
filmed promotional video and photography at several locations throughout 
Needles, including El Garces, the Needles Regional Museum, and the J Street 
transit stop, highlighting the City's transit services and community amenities. 
The campaign will be featured through regional social media and digital 
marketing efforts, providing additional exposure for Needles and reinforcing the 
City's partnership with SBCTA to promote accessible, sustainable transportation 
options. The City extends its appreciation to the eight local residents who 
volunteered to participate in the production, as well as Needles Transit 
Services staff and the San Bernardino County Transportation Authority 
(SBCTA) for their collaboration in coordinating the project and 
showcasing our community. 
 

5. Summer Aquatics Season Concludes: The Needles Recreation Department 
successfully concluded another summer aquatics season, providing swim 
lessons, recreational swimming opportunities, private rentals, and special events 
at the Needles Aquatic Center. While many seasonal aquatic programs have 
concluded, lap swim and water exercise will continue Monday through 
Thursday from 6:30 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. through September 3, providing 
residents with an opportunity to stay active and beat the summer heat. The City 
extends its sincere appreciation to Jennifer Valenzuela, Recreation Manager, 
the Needles Recreation Department staff, and volunteers for their dedication 
and commitment to another successful aquatics season. 
 

6. Summer Youth Basketball Program Concludes: The Needles Recreation 
Department concluded another successful season of the Summer Youth 
Basketball Program with an Awards Ceremony and End-of-Season 
Barbecue at the Needles Aquatic Center, bringing together participants, 
families, volunteer coaches, and staff to celebrate the accomplishments of 
another outstanding season. Throughout the summer, the program provided 
local youth, beginning at age 3, with opportunities to develop teamwork, 
sportsmanship, and athletic skills in a safe, positive, and supportive 
environment. The City extends its sincere appreciation to Jennifer Valenzuela, 
Recreation Manager, the Needles Recreation Department staff, volunteer 
coaches, and families for their hard work, dedication, and commitment to 
delivering another successful youth sports season and a memorable season-
ending celebration. 
 

7. Suns Out...Funs Out Summer Camp Successfully Completed: The Needles 
Recreation Department successfully completed another Suns Out...Funs Out 
Summer Camp, culminating with an end-of-summer celebration featuring a 
water slide sponsored by Tri-State Community Healthcare. Throughout the 
summer, the program provided local youth with a safe, engaging, and enriching 
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environment through structured recreational activities, games, educational 
experiences, and community partnerships. The City extends its sincere 
appreciation to Tri-State Community Healthcare for its continued partnership 
and generous support in making the celebration possible. The City also thanks 
the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department for joining the celebration 
and helping create lasting memories and strengthen positive relationships with 
local youth as they prepare to return to school. The City extends its sincere 
appreciation to Jennifer Valenzuela, Recreation Manager, the Needles 
Recreation Department staff, seasonal employees, volunteers, and community 
partners for their outstanding leadership, dedication, and commitment to 
delivering another successful summer camp program for Needles families. 
 

8. Animal Shelter Service Hours Update: To enhance customer service and 
improve weekday service availability, the Animal Shelter has updated its public 
service hours. Effective immediately, the Animal Shelter will be open to the 
public Monday through Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The updated schedule enhances weekday 
service while continuing to provide Friday service, supporting animal care, 
animal control services, pet adoptions, and customer assistance for the Needles 
community. 
 

9. Library Summer Session Concludes: The Needles Branch Library is 
concluding another successful summer programming session and will launch 
Session 4, which runs from August 16 through September 26. Upcoming 
programs include early childhood activities, children's storytime, adult book club, 
and other educational opportunities for all ages. Residents are encouraged to 
visit the Needles Branch Library, scan the QR code on the attached flyer, or visit 
the San Bernardino County Library website for program information. 

 
10. Substance Use Disorder Recovery Services Available: San Bernardino 

County Behavioral Health continues to provide Substance Use Disorder 
Recovery Services (SUDRS) to support individuals in recovery and those 
seeking treatment for substance use disorders. Services include screening and 
assessment, outpatient treatment, recovery support, peer support, education, 
family services, and referrals to community resources, with many services 
available at no cost to eligible residents. Individuals seeking assistance may 
contact the San Bernardino County Behavioral Health Screening, Assessment 
and Referral Center at (800) 968-2636 or (909) 421-4601 to learn more about 
available programs and treatment options. For behavioral health emergencies, 
residents should call (888) 743-1478, or 911 if experiencing a life-threatening 
emergency. Please refer to the attached informational flyer for additional 
information and available resources. 

 
11. Coalition to Protect Community Services Update: The City continues to 

participate in the California Joint Powers Insurance Authority's (CJPIA) 
Coalition to Protect Community Services, which is advocating for 
proportionate liability reform for local governments. This week, the Coalition 
distributed an updated legislative support letter to members of the California 
Legislature as negotiations continue on a broader public agency liability reform 
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package. Staff will continue to monitor legislative developments and keep the 
City Council informed as additional updates become available. 
 

12. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 
a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
public meetings, and civic programs. Local organizations are invited to submit 
events or update existing listings through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe to and sync the 
calendar with their mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed about local events and civic activities. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 

I. Beat the Heat Night Pool Party & 4th Annual Night Golf Tournament: 
Residents and visitors are invited to enjoy two community events this 
weekend that promote recreation, tourism, and community engagement. On 
Saturday, August 1, Tri-State Community Healthcare, in partnership with 
Route 66 Pharmacy, will host a free Beat the Heat Night Pool Party from 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the Needles Municipal Aquatics Center, featuring 
free swimming, inflatable water slides, music, food, drinks, and free 
admission for all attendees. Also on August 1, Rivers Edge Golf Course will 
host its 4th Annual Night Golf Tournament, attracting participants from 
throughout the region while promoting tourism, increasing utilization of City 
facilities, supporting local businesses, and showcasing Rivers Edge Golf 
Course as a premier recreational destination. The City appreciates Tri-State 
Community Healthcare, Route 66 Pharmacy, and Rivers Edge Golf Course 
for their continued partnership and commitment to enhancing the quality of 
life in Needles. Please refer to the attached event flyers for additional 
information. 

 
II. River Communities Coalition Community Rummage Sale Update: The 

River Communities Coalition has postponed its upcoming Community 
Rummage Sale due to flooding at Palo Verde College, the event's originally 
planned location. Organizers are actively working to secure a new venue and 
will announce once the new location and date are confirmed. Donation 
collection will continue during this time. Community members interested in 
donating items or requesting pickup assistance may contact the River 
Communities Coalition by email at NeedlesRCC@gmail.com or by 
contacting Wayne Colburn at (760) 801-4076, Nancy Greenwood at (562) 
900-4808, or Roxanne Hooten at (928) 706-8323. The City appreciates the 
River Communities Coalition's continued commitment to serving the 
community and looks forward to supporting this event once it is rescheduled. 
 

III. Vitalant Community Blood Drive: Vitalant will host a community blood 
drive at Elks Lodge 1608 on Monday, August 17, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. The event aims to recruit 24 blood donors to help maintain an 
adequate blood supply for hospitals and patients throughout the region. 
Community members are encouraged to participate in this lifesaving effort, 
and Vitalant is offering a donor appreciation promotion during the month of 
August for participants enrolled in the Vitalant Rewards program. 
Appointments may be scheduled using Blood Drive Code LIU79, by 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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scanning the QR code on the attached event flyer, or by calling Vitalant at 
(877) 258-4825. Please refer to the attached flyer for additional information, 
promotion details, eligibility requirements, and appointment scheduling 
instructions. 

 
IV. Fall Spay & Neuter Clinic Reminder: Registration remains open for the 

Needles Animal Shelter's Fall Spay & Neuter Clinic, scheduled for 
September 24–25, 2026, in partnership with Dr. Angelina Beeks of 
Angel's Touch Veterinary Services. This biannual clinic provides 
affordable spay and neuter services for pet owners throughout the tri-state 
area and supports the City's commitment to responsible pet ownership, 
animal welfare, and public health. Appointments are required and are 
expected to fill quickly. Residents are encouraged to contact the Needles 
Animal Shelter at (760) 326-4952 to schedule an appointment. Please refer 
to the attached flyer for additional information. 

 
V. Route 66 Centennial Community Fall Festival Update: Planning 

continues for the Third Annual Community Fall Festival on November 7, 
2026, the City's signature celebration commemorating the 100th 
Anniversary of Historic Route 66. As California's eastern gateway on the 
Mother Road, Needles is uniquely positioned to welcome residents, visitors, 
Route 66 enthusiasts, and travelers from across the nation for this once-in-a-
generation milestone. The event will feature live entertainment, an OHMV 
car show, food vendors, family activities, a Kids Zone, and a Route 66 
Centennial fireworks celebration. Staff continues coordinating event logistics, 
vendor participation, sponsorships, and community partnerships to deliver a 
memorable experience that celebrates Needles' history while promoting 
tourism, supporting local businesses, and showcasing Needles as a regional 
destination. Businesses, community organizations, sponsors, and vendors 
are encouraged to participate in this historic celebration. Additional 
information, including vendor registration and sponsorship opportunities, is 
available on the City's Route 66 Centennial webpage or by contacting 
Jennifer Valenzuela, Recreation Manager, at (760) 326-2814 or 
parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com. 
 

VI. 1923 American LaFrance Fire Truck Restoration Project Update: 
Restoration efforts continue on the City's historic 1923 American LaFrance 
Fire Truck, and community sponsorship opportunities remain available to 
support the next phase of the project. The restoration will help preserve this 
historic vehicle as a symbol of Needles' rich history while ensuring it 
continues to appear at community events, parades, civic celebrations, and 
educational programs for future generations. The City extends special 
recognition and sincere appreciation to Tim Wahlstrand for generously 
volunteering his time, expertise, and craftsmanship in support of the 
restoration effort, as well as to the residents, businesses, and community 
partners who continue to help preserve this important piece of Needles 
history. Additional information regarding sponsorship opportunities is 
available in the attached restoration flyer. Those interested in supporting the 
project may contact Jesse Fragoso at jfragoso@cityofneedles.com. 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/needles-route-66-100th-anniversary/
mailto:parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com


1. EXTREME HEAT- TRANSIT SERVICES

Call Needles Area Transit at 1-866-669-6309 on the day you desire the service.



2. OPPORTUNITY ZONE 2.0 APPLICATION



6. SUMMER YOUTH BASKETBALL PROGRAM



7. SUMMER CAMP COMPLETED



8. ANIMAL SHELTER HOURS UPDATE



9. LIBRARY READING PROGRAM



10. BEHAVIORAL HEALTH



11. JPIA COALITION



11. JPIA COALITION



COMMUNITY EVENTS I & II



COMMUNITY EVENTS II & III



COMMUNITY EVENTS IV & V



COMMUNITY EVENTS VI


