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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:           July 25, 2025 
  
 

1. Peanuts Foundation Highlights Needles’ Role in National Celebration 
Attached is the official press release from Peanuts Worldwide and the 
Foundation for Hospital Art announcing a community celebration in Needles on 
August 12, 2025, commemorating the 75th anniversary of the Peanuts comic 
strip and the 50th anniversary of Spike’s debut. The event honors Needles’ 
unique connection to Charles Schulz—who spent part of his childhood in the city 
and later used it as inspiration for the character Spike. As part of the celebration, 
the Colorado River Medical Center will receive two large-scale, paint-by-number 
murals donated by the Foundation for Hospital Art, featuring classic Peanuts 
characters and a special desert-themed design showcasing Spike. Community 
members will be invited to participate in the painting during the event. The press 
release also outlines the broader “Take Care With Peanuts” initiative and 
includes remarks from Schulz’s granddaughter Stephanie Revelli, Peanuts 
leadership, and local officials. This national recognition shines a spotlight on 
Needles as a meaningful part of the Peanuts legacy and reflects how 
community, art, and storytelling can come together to support healing and civic 
pride. 

 
2. Citywide Maintenance and Beautification Efforts Continue 

The City of Needles continues to prioritize infrastructure, safety, and community 
pride through ongoing, visible improvements across the city. This week, Public 
Works crews completed targeted sidewalk repairs in areas affected by heat-
related buckling. Damaged concrete sections were removed and replaced in the 
neighborhoods of Lillyhill, D Street, and F Street. These improvements enhance 
safety, walkability, and the appearance of our residential areas. Photos showing 
the completed concrete work are attached. In addition, crews addressed 
extensive weed growth caused by recent rains, with a focus on highly visible 
locations including Train Park. These cleanup efforts improve both aesthetics 
and public visibility. We also extend a special thank you to the property owner 
on Walnut Street for initiating the demolition of a partially burned structure. The 
City continues to work closely with property owners to address blight and 
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encourage property upkeep. These actions reflect the City Council’s 
commitment to maintaining clean, safe, and vibrant neighborhoods. Residents 
can report concerns by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or using the Needles 
Connect app on Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). 
Together, we’re building a safer, stronger Needles! 
 

3. Route 66 Centennial Promotion – Visit California Content Coordination 
City staff continues to coordinate with Visit California to ensure the City of 
Needles is featured in upcoming statewide marketing efforts tied to the Route 66 
Centennial in 2026. As one of California’s most historic Route 66 communities, 
Needles serves as a gateway to the state and holds a unique place in the story 
of America’s most iconic highway. This work supports the City Council’s 
strategic goal to promote tourism, celebrate our history, and strengthen Needles’ 
identity as a destination rooted in culture and community pride. 
Visit California is currently accepting submissions through its online Content 
Submission Tool. Staff is aligning local stories and visuals with Visit California’s 
2025 editorial calendar to maximize exposure. With July already underway, 
upcoming themes offer several strong opportunities: August (accommodations, 
camping, glamping), September (wine/beer/surf), October (fall events and 
Halloween), and December (holidays and Route 66 Centennial previews). To 
submit content for editorial consideration, click here. These themes provide 
timely ways to showcase our OHV access, outdoor recreation, events, lodging, 
and our lead role in the 2026 Centennial celebration. Through this partnership, 
Needles has the opportunity to be featured across Visit California’s digital and 
print platforms, reinforcing our presence as a key stop along the Mother Road. 
Staff will continue to submit targeted content and collaborate with local partners 
to elevate Needles’ visibility in the months leading up to the Centennial. 
 

4. Upcoming Community Event: Night Pool Party – August 2 
On Saturday, August 2, Tri-State Community Healthcare will sponsor a free 
Night Pool Party at the Needles Aquatic Center, located at 1661 J Street, from 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. The event will feature complimentary hot dogs, chips, and 
drinks, along with water bounce house slides, a water balloon toss competition, 
and open pool activities for all ages. This fun, family-friendly event is designed 
to offer Needles residents a safe and festive environment to beat the summer 
heat, enjoy outdoor recreation, and connect with one another. Entry is free, and 
everyone is welcome. We appreciate Tri-State’s continued support of 
community health and engagement and encourage all residents to join us for 
this special evening. See attached flyer for mor information.  
 

5. Camp Gauntlet: Top Chef Jr. Week – July 21–24, 2025 
Camp Gauntlet continued its successful programming with “Top Chef Jr. Week,” 
held July 21–24, 2025. This themed week provided youth participants with a 
hands-on culinary experience, allowing them to engage in every step of the 
cooking process—from selecting a country and building a menu to prepping 
ingredients, cooking meals, and plating the final dishes. Each child received a 
chef’s hat and apron, which they wore proudly throughout the program and were 
able to take home as a keepsake. Throughout the week, participants prepared a 
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variety of meals, including spaghetti and meatballs with bread, orange chicken 
with rice and egg rolls, hamburgers with tater tots, and tacos with rice. The 
camp fostered creativity, teamwork, and life skills in a fun and engaging 
environment. We appreciate the efforts of our staff and volunteers who helped 
make this week a memorable and educational experience for the youth of 
Needles. 
 

6. City of Needles Resources Guide – Support Services for Residents 
In light of recent public concern following the City Council’s advancement of the 
illegal camping ordinance, the City of Needles is reminding residents about the 
“City of Needles Resources” guide developed by staff. This comprehensive 
directory connects residents with essential services, including low-income 
housing, shelters, food distribution, employment support, utility assistance, 
medical supply providers, and public transportation options. It also includes 
contacts for veterans’ services, legal aid, health care, educational resources, 
local churches, and emergency hotlines. The guide is designed to help 
individuals and families access the support they need to improve quality of life. 
A digital copy is available online, and printed versions can be requested through 
City Hall. 
 

7. Youth Golf Camp Building Future Champions in Needles 
The Annual Summer Youth Golf Camp is nearing completion, with just a few 
weeks left in the 12-week program. Hosted at Rivers Edge Golf Course, the 
Touchstone-operated camp has brought dozens of local youth together for a 
summer of hands-on learning, sportsmanship, and fun. Touchstone, the City’s 
golf course operator, continues to be a strong partner in delivering high-quality 
recreation programs for our community. Beyond golf fundamentals, the camp 
builds discipline, confidence, and teamwork—laying a foundation for the next 
generation of Needles High School golfers and future state champions. Next 
week, the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department will host its annual 
Putting Contest with camp participants, reinforcing community connections and 
encouraging youth engagement. Attached photos capture the energy, focus, 
and growth of our campers—underscoring how City partnerships and 
recreational programming are investing in our youth and shaping future leaders. 

 
8. Eagles Aerie 2599 Fundraiser to Support Local Family 

The Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 is holding a raffle fundraiser to benefit the 
Amstutz Family, with all proceeds going directly to their support. The top prize is 
a one-year golf membership at River’s Edge Golf Course valued at $1,600, 
followed by cash prizes of $100 for second place and $50 for third. Tickets are 
$50 each, with only 100 available. Those interested in purchasing a ticket can 
contact the Eagles directly at 729 Front St, Needles, CA 92363 or by phone at 
(760) 326-2599. 
 

9. Submit Your Nomination – 28th Annual Community Achievement Awards 
The Laughlin Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for the 28th 
Annual Community Achievement Awards, recognizing individuals, businesses, 
clubs, and organizations that make a meaningful impact throughout the 
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Colorado River Region. Needles is encouraged to participate—our city has not 
had an award recipient since 2023, when George DeLeon, Scotty Leonard, and 
Nicolle Wilson were honored. Let’s make sure Needles is represented again this 
year. Please nominate a person, business, club, or organization that has made 
significant contributions in Needles. Eligible nominees must work, reside, do 
business, and/or provide services in the Colorado River Region. Nominations 
are due by August 18, 2025. Submit your nomination by clicking here.  
 

10. Community Events Calendar Now Live on City Website  
As part of the City’s newly launched website, we’re excited to introduce a 
comprehensive Community Events Calendar designed to keep residents 
informed about the many activities and happenings across Needles. We invite 
local organizations and event organizers to collaborate with the City Clerk’s 
Office to add or update events—helping ensure the calendar remains vibrant, 
inclusive, and reflective of our community’s diverse offerings. To contribute or 
request modifications, please contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com. Your participation helps strengthen community spirit 
and enrich the local experience for residents and visitors alike.  

https://laughlinchamber.com/caa-nomination/
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
mailto:cclark@cityofneedles.com
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