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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         August 7, 2026  
  
City Manager's Weekly Highlights  
 
Public Safety & Community Services 

• Continued week three of storm recovery, with crews transitioning cleanup 
efforts from priority arterial streets to collector streets and residential 
neighborhoods.  

• Partnered with the Needles Unified School District on back-to-school safety 
and beautification efforts, including welcome banners at Needles High School 
and reminders to motorists to drive safely near school campuses.  

 
Economic Development & Legislative Affairs 

• Advanced the City's Opportunity Zone 2.0 nomination during the State's 
public comment period, with continued outreach encouraging community and 
regional support ahead of the August 28 deadline.  

• Continued advocacy for AB 1756, which has advanced to the Senate Consent 
Calendar and is awaiting a final Senate vote to extend the City's OHMV Pilot 
Program through January 1, 2033.  

• Expanded implementation of the OHMV Pilot Program, with California 
Nonresident OHV Use Permits now available for purchase locally in Needles 
and updated information provided to Arizona riders.  

 
Parks, Recreation & Community Engagement 

• Continued back-to-school programming and outreach, including free NAT 
rides for students, after-school programming, and fall youth sports registration.  

• Celebrated a sold-out Night Golf Tournament at Rivers Edge Golf Course 
while promoting the upcoming August 29 Summer Scramble.  

• Recognized HMBL ZAY for completing his 3,000-mile, 124-day cross-country 
walk from Philadelphia to Needles, raising more than $200,000 for charity and 
concluding his journey in the Gateway to California. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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1. Storm Recovery Update – Week Three: The City is entering its third week of 

cleanup and recovery efforts following the July 17 monsoonal storm. This week, 
City crews focused cleanup efforts along K Street and Bailey Avenue while 
continuing to address remaining storm-related debris and roadway impacts 
throughout the community. With priority work along arterial streets substantially 
completed, crews are transitioning cleanup efforts to collector streets and 
residential neighborhoods. The City appreciates residents' continued 
patience and understanding as crews work systematically through the 
remaining affected areas. Staff will continue to prioritize cleanup based on 
conditions and available resources until recovery efforts are completed. 
Residents are encouraged to report any remaining storm-related concerns by 
calling 760-326-5700 or by submitting a request through the Needles Connect 
app, available on the City of Needles website. These reporting tools assist staff 
in identifying, prioritizing, and responding to any remaining issues as recovery 
efforts continue. 

 
2. Opportunity Zone 2.0 Public Comment Period: The State's public comment 

period for California's Opportunity Zone 2.0 nominations is officially open 
through August 28, 2026. Although Needles remains fully eligible for 
Opportunity Zone designation, the City's census tract was not included on the 
State's initial list of recommended census tracts. This public comment period 
provides residents, property owners, business owners, developers, community 
organizations, and regional partners an important opportunity to demonstrate 
broad support for Needles' nomination. Opportunity Zone designation would 
help attract long-term private investment, support new housing and business 
development, create quality jobs, and strengthen the City's economic 
competitiveness. Comments may be submitted through the California 
Department of Finance Opportunity Zone Public Comment Portal using Census 
Tract 06071010700. To assist participants, the California Department of 
Finance has prepared a step-by-step instructional video explaining how to 
submit comments, and additional information about the Opportunity Zone 2.0 
program is available on the GO-Biz Opportunity Zones webpage. Letters of 
support may also be emailed to City Manager Patrick J. Martinez at 
pmartinez@cityofneedles.com for inclusion in the City's public comment 
submission. Every comment and letter of support helps demonstrate the broad 
community and regional backing for Needles' Opportunity Zone 2.0 nomination, 
and the City encourages everyone to participate. 

 
3. AB 1756 – OHMV Pilot Program Extension Update: This week, Assembly Bill 

1756, authored by Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez, has advanced through the 
California State Senate following consideration by the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. The bill has been read for a second time and placed on the Senate 
Consent Calendar, where it now awaits a final vote by the full Senate. If 
approved, the bill will be enrolled and presented to Governor Gavin Newsom for 

https://cityofneedles.com/download-needles-connect-app/
https://vimeo.com/1214740659/5951db649c?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://vimeo.com/1214740659/5951db649c?share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci
https://business.ca.gov/resources/infrastructure-development/opportunity-zones-in-california/
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consideration. Staff will continue to monitor the legislation and provide updates 
as it advances toward final passage. 

 
4. California Nonresident OHV Permits Now Available Locally: Staff continues 

to promote the City's Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program through 
public education and visitor outreach. This week, the City announced through 
Needles Connect that NAPA Auto Parts, located at 949 W. Broadway Street, is 
now the only authorized California Nonresident OHV Use Permit vendor in 
Needles. The addition of a local permit vendor provides eligible out-of-state 
riders with a convenient option to purchase required permits before accessing 
the City's designated OHMV route network, enhancing the visitor experience 
while supporting responsible recreation and tourism. Staff also published an 
updated Arizona Resident Information Sheet to assist visitors in understanding 
California permit requirements and local operating rules. Copies of the outreach 
materials are attached for the Council's reference. 
 

5. Back-to-School Campus Safety and Beautification Update: As students 
prepare to return to school next week, the City's Electric Department assisted 
the Needles Unified School District with the installation of welcome banners at 
Needles High School to help kick off the new school year. During the summer, 
the District also completed several campus enhancement projects, including a 
new perimeter safety fence at Needles High School and new murals at District 
campuses celebrating school pride. These improvements create a safer, more 
welcoming environment for students, staff, and visitors. As classes resume, the 
City reminds motorists to exercise caution in school zones, obey posted speed 
limits, and remain alert for students, school buses, bicyclists, and pedestrians 
around all Needles Unified School District campuses. 

 
6. Students Ride Free Program – Back-to-School Reminder: As the new school 

year begins, the City is reminding families that K-12 and Palo Verde College 
students ride Needles Area Transit (NAT) deviated fixed-route services free of 
charge year-round, with a valid student ID or class schedule. The program 
provides students with a safe, reliable, air-conditioned transportation option 
while helping reduce transportation costs for students and their families. Staff 
will continue outreach efforts with local schools and the community to increase 
awareness and utilization of this transportation benefit. A copy of the updated 
outreach flyer is attached for the Council's reference. 

 
7. Needles Cactus Commuter Outreach: Staff continues to promote the Needles 

Cactus Commuter, a mileage reimbursement program administered by the 
Victor Valley Transit Authority (VVTA) that assists eligible low-income Needles 
area residents traveling to the Victor Valley for qualifying medical and court 
appointments. Eligible participants may receive reimbursement for up to 1,100 
miles per month. Staff will continue outreach efforts to increase community 
awareness and encourage greater utilization of this transportation resource. For 
additional information, residents may contact VVTA at 760-995-3561 or visit 
VVTA Needles Cactus Commuter Program. 
 

8. After-School Program Enrollment Open: As the new school year begins, the 
City of Needles Recreation Center, in partnership with the Needles Unified 

https://vvta.org/ncc/
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School District, is accepting enrollment for its After-School Program serving 
students in Kindergarten through 8th grade. The program provides a safe, 
supervised environment with homework assistance, enrichment activities, 
positive role models, and daily snacks for participating students. A program flyer 
is attached for the Council's reference. For additional information, please 
contact the Parks and Recreation Department at (760) 326-2814 or 
parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com. 
 

9. HMBL ZAY Completes 3,000-Mile Cross-Country Walk in Needles: Last 
week, HMBL ZAY completed an extraordinary 3,000-mile, 124-day journey 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Needles, California. HMBL ZAY 
livestreamed himself walking each day throughout the journey and raised over 
$200,000 for charity, while sharing a message of faith, perseverance, and 
opportunity with thousands of followers. The City congratulates HMBL ZAY on 
this remarkable accomplishment and is proud that Needles, the Gateway to 
California, served as the finish of his cross-country journey, providing a 
fitting conclusion to an inspiring demonstration of perseverance and purpose. 

 
10. Rivers Edge Golf Course – Summer Tournament Update: This past week, 

Rivers Edge Golf Course hosted a sold-out Night Golf Tournament, 
demonstrating strong interest in the course's summer recreational events. 
Building on that momentum, Rivers Edge will host its Summer Scramble on 
Saturday, August 29, featuring a three-person scramble with a 7:00 a.m. 
shotgun start, on-course prizes, and awards following play. Registration is $55 
per player or $165 per team. Residents and visitors are encouraged to register 
early and enjoy another opportunity to experience Rivers Edge Golf Course. For 
additional information or registration, contact Rivers Edge at (760) 326-3931. A 
copy of the Summer Scramble flyer is attached for the Council's reference. 
 

11. Fall Youth Sports Registration Now Open: Registration is now open for the 
City of Needles Parks and Recreation Department's 2026 Fall Youth Sports 
season and will continue through September 14, 2026. Boys and girls from 
throughout the Tri-State area are invited to participate in Peewee Soccer, Flag 
Football, and Volleyball, with the season running from October through 
November. The City's youth sports programs provide opportunities for children 
to stay active, build teamwork and sportsmanship, and enjoy a positive 
recreational experience. Sibling discounts are available, and scholarships may 
be available for qualifying families. A registration flyer is attached for the 
Council's reference. For additional information, please contact the Parks and 
Recreation Department at (760) 326-2814 or 
parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com. 

 
12. Community Achievement Awards Nominations Open: The Laughlin 

Chamber of Commerce is now accepting nominations for the 29th Annual 
Community Achievement Awards, recognizing individuals, businesses, 
organizations, educators, students, volunteers, and young leaders whose 
leadership, service, and commitment have made a meaningful impact 
throughout the Colorado River Region. Last year, George DeLeon of Needles 
received the Veteran Special Recognition Award for his outstanding service to 
the community. The City encourages residents to help recognize the many 

mailto:parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com
mailto:parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com
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individuals and organizations making a difference in Needles by submitting 
nominations before the August 24, 2026 deadline. Eligible nominees must 
work, reside, do business, and/or provide services within the Colorado River 
Region. Submit your nomination by clicking here.  
 
 

 
 

13. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 
a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
public meetings, and civic programs. Local organizations are invited to submit 
events or update existing listings through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe to and sync the 
calendar with their mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed about local events and civic activities. 

 
COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 

I. Beat the Heat Night Pool Party: The City extends its sincere appreciation 
to Dr. Folmsbee, Grace Hetch, Tri-State Community Healthcare, Route 
66 Pharmacy, and dedicated community volunteers John and Connie for 
their leadership and support in hosting this year's Beat the Heat Night Pool 
Party at the Needles Municipal Aquatics Center. During a period of extreme 
summer temperatures, the event brought families together for an evening of 
free swimming, inflatable water slides, music, hot dogs, and refreshments, 
providing a safe and enjoyable way to celebrate the close of summer and the 
beginning of the new school year. The City is grateful for the continued 
commitment of our community partners and volunteers whose generosity 
and service help strengthen the quality of life in Needles. 

 
 

https://laughlinchamber.com/caa-nomination/
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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