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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         May 29, 2026  
  

1. Summer Recreation Programming – 2026: As a reminder to the City Council, 
the City’s 2026 summer recreation programming is scheduled to begin next 
week. The Needles Aquatics Center is scheduled to open for open swim on 
Saturday, June 6, 2026, with lap swim, swim lessons, swim team activities, and 
private rentals beginning June 8 and continuing throughout the summer season. 
In addition, the “Suns Out, Fun’s Out” Summer Day Camp will begin in June, 
providing supervised recreational programming for local youth ages 5–12, 
including sports, arts and crafts, outdoor activities, and themed weekly events. 
These seasonal programs continue to provide affordable recreational 
opportunities for local families while supporting youth engagement, community 
wellness, and quality of life throughout the community. Additional schedules, 
registration information, and program materials are included in the attached 
documents. 
 

2. Crime Statistics Update: At the request of the City Council, staff reviewed the 
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department 2024 Annual Crime Report for the 
City of Needles. The report reflects a significant reduction in violent crime trends 
within the community, including a 52% decrease in violent crime and a 58% 
decrease in aggravated assaults when compared to 2022 statistics. Overall Part 
I crimes also declined from 210 incidents in 2022 to 162 incidents in 2024, 
representing an approximate 23% reduction. Property crime remained relatively 
stable, decreasing slightly from 114 incidents in 2022 to 113 incidents in 2024. 
The Sheriff’s Department submits crime data to the California Department of 
Justice each February, with finalized statewide statistics typically released in 
July. As a result, finalized 2025 crime statistics are not expected until later this 
summer. Staff will coordinate with Captain Gault and the Sheriff’s Department to 
provide a formal presentation to the City Council once the 2025 data becomes 
available. 
 

3. Memorial Day Weekend Tourism & Public Safety: The City of Needles 
experienced a successful Memorial Day holiday as residents and visitors 
enjoyed the Colorado River, parks, beaches, and recreational amenities 
throughout the community. The increased visitation reflects the City Council’s 
continued goals of supporting tourism, recreation, economic activity, and public 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://wp.sbcounty.gov/sheriff/annual-crime-reports/
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safety. City staff worked throughout the holiday to maintain public facilities and 
support operational needs across the community. The San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department Colorado River Station Marine Enforcement Unit 
conducted enhanced patrols along the Colorado River corridor, completing 145 
enforcement stops, issuing approximately 84 citations, and making 15 boating 
under the influence arrests. The City appreciates the continued partnership and 
enforcement efforts of the Sheriff’s Department and first responders who helped 
keep the holiday safe and enjoyable. 

 
4. Enhanced Transit Access & Public Awareness Campaign: The City of 

Needles recently coordinated with the San Bernardino County Transportation 
Authority (SBCTA) to develop a public awareness campaign promoting services 
available through Needles Transit Services. The campaign highlights the 
affordability and accessibility of the City’s transit services, including fixed-route 
service throughout Needles Monday through Saturday, Dial-A-Ride 
transportation for seniors and residents with disabilities, and the Fort 
Mohave/Bullhead Shuttle service operating Tuesdays and Thursdays by 
reservation. The campaign also promotes reduced-cost transit passes, free 
rides for K–12 and Palo Verde College students with valid identification, and 
upcoming “Dump the Pump Day” free transit promotions scheduled for June 18. 
These services continue to provide important mobility options for residents while 
improving access to employment, education, shopping, medical services, and 
regional destinations throughout the tri-state area. Visit the Needles Area Transit 
website for route schedules, fare information, and additional service details. 
Refer to the attached flyer for more information.  
 

5. Citywide Beautification & Summer Preparation Projects: In alignment with 
the City Council’s goals to modernize infrastructure, enhance public spaces, and 
promote community pride, the City of Needles is continuing several 
beautification and quality-of-life projects ahead of the summer season. City staff 
are currently completing final preparations for the opening of the Needles 
Aquatics Center next weekend, including facility maintenance, operational 
readiness, and seasonal setup activities to support summer recreation 
programming. In addition, following City Council authorization during the mid-
year budget process, installation of the new perimeter fencing surrounding the 
recently renovated basketball courts at Duke Watkins Park began this week. 
These ongoing investments continue to enhance public facilities, improve safety 
and usability, and strengthen recreational amenities available to residents and 
families throughout the community. Residents may also report concerns by 
calling 760-326-2115 (press #9). The Needles Connect app is available for 
download on both the Google Play Store and Apple App Store. 

 
6. TRACES’ ACES Youth Awards & Regional Recognition: The City of Needles 

would like to congratulate Liana DeLeon on being named the 2026 Female 
Scholar Athlete of the Year through the Tri-State Athletics, Community & 
Education Stars (TRACES) ACES Awards program. The City also congratulates 
the Needles High School Football Team for Team of the Year finalist 
recognition, Hudson Smith for Male Leadership finalist recognition, and Scotti 
Powell for Female Athlete of the Year finalist recognition. TRACES is a regional 
non-profit organization serving communities throughout Arizona, California, and 
Nevada focused on expanding youth access to athletics, recreation, and 

https://needlestransit.com/
https://needlestransit.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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educational opportunities. The City also recognizes and thanks Councilmember 
Jamie McCorkle for her volunteer service and involvement on the TRACES 
Board of Trustees. These recognitions reflect the dedication, leadership, and 
academic achievement demonstrated by Needles students, coaches, educators, 
and families while continuing to strengthen community pride and regional 
recognition for the City of Needles. 

 
7. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 

a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
civic meetings, and community programs. Local organizations are invited to 
submit or update events through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe and sync the calendar 
to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay informed and 
engaged.  

 
I. Memorial Day Ceremony & Veteran Tribute: The City of Needles 

hosted a well-attended Memorial Day ceremony at Riverview Cemetery 
as residents, veterans, public safety agencies, Mayor Janet Jernigan, and 
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue gathered to honor the men and women 
who gave their lives in service to our nation. Representatives from the 
San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department, San Bernardino County 
Fire Department, California Highway Patrol, the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, 
City staff, and the community participated in the tribute, with a special 
performance by the Fort Mojave Band. The City also recognizes and 
thanks Natalie Johnson Services for once again organizing this 
meaningful annual event and helping continue a long-standing 
community tradition honoring our fallen veterans. In advance of the 
ceremony, volunteers participated in the annual Decoration Day effort by 
placing American flags and white crosses throughout the cemetery in 
remembrance of those laid to rest in Needles. 

 
II. Take Credit Financial Literacy Workshop: Arrowhead Credit Union’s 

annual ‘Take Credit’ financial literacy workshop for youth ages 12–18 will 
be held at the Needles Recreation Center on May 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. The free hands-on program provides students with real-world 
financial education focused on budgeting, savings, credit, and financial 
decision-making. Registration remains open. 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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