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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         June 5, 2026  
  

1. Needles Aquatics Center Opens June 6: The Needles Aquatics Center will 
officially open for the 2026 summer season. The facility will offer open swim, lap 
swim, water exercise classes, swim lessons, swim team activities, pool party 
packages, and private rentals throughout the summer. Families and community 
groups may reserve pool party packages during open swim hours, while 
exclusive private rentals are available on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday 
evenings after 6:00 p.m. The Aquatics Center remains one of the City's premier 
recreational amenities, providing affordable opportunities for residents of all 
ages to stay active, learn water safety skills, and enjoy the summer season. 
Staff appreciates the Recreation Department and seasonal employees for their 
efforts in preparing the facility for opening day. Refer to the attached flyer for 
more information on aquatics programming.  
 

2. Palo Verde College Graduation Ceremony: Palo Verde College hosted its 
2026 Graduation Ceremony at the Needles Educational Center on June 4, 
recognizing 19 graduates and continuing a positive trend of increasing 
participation and student success at the Needles Center. The ceremony brought 
together graduates, families, faculty, and community leaders to celebrate this 
important milestone and featured remarks from Dr. Garry Cameron, 
Superintendent of Needles Unified School District. The event was attended by 
Ed Knudson, Interim Superintendent/President of Palo Verde College, reflecting 
the strong partnership between local educational institutions and their shared 
commitment to expanding educational opportunities in Needles. 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez's office also recognized the graduates by 
providing each student with a California State Assembly Certificate of 
Recognition. The Needles Educational Center continues its proud history of 
serving as a local pathway to higher education, workforce development, and 
lifelong learning. The City of Needles congratulates the Class of 2026 and 
wishes each graduate continued success in their educational, professional, and 
personal endeavors. 
 

3. Needles Little League Tournament of Champions Recap: The Needles Little 
League Tournament of Champions was successfully held May 26–29 at Ed 
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Perry and Phillips Fields, welcoming teams, families, and visitors from 
throughout the region. Staff congratulates the Blythe Majors and Lake Havasu 
Minors teams on their championship victories and extends its appreciation to 
Needles Little League, its Board of Directors, volunteers, sponsors, and 
community partners for hosting an outstanding event. The tournament promoted 
youth athletics, sports tourism, and local economic activity while showcasing 
Needles' recreation facilities and community pride. Staff thanks all those 
involved for their dedication and looks forward to the tournament's return next 
year. 
 

4. Needles Library Summer Reading Program Kick-Off: The Needles Branch 
Library will host a community kick-off event for its 2026 Summer Reading 
Program on Monday, June 8, at 11:00 a.m. at the Library, located at 1111 Bailey 
Avenue. The event will feature a donation presentation from the San Bernardino 
County Sheriff's Department and will officially launch this year's Summer 
Reading Program. Residents are encouraged to attend and help celebrate the 
start of another summer of reading, learning, and family-friendly activities. The 
City of Needles appreciates the Library's continued commitment to promoting 
literacy and educational opportunities within the community. A copy of the 
Summer Reading Program schedule is attached for reference. 

 
5. Rivers Edge Golf Course Summer Golf Camp: Registration remains open for 

the Rivers Edge Golf Course Summer Golf Camp, which begins June 10, 2026. 
Led by Golf Instructor JJ DeLeon, the eight-week program is designed for youth 
ages 5–17 and provides instruction in golf fundamentals, sportsmanship, and 
skill development. The camp offers an affordable opportunity for local youth to 
learn the game of golf while promoting outdoor recreation, healthy lifestyles, and 
positive youth engagement. Staff appreciates the efforts of Rivers Edge Golf 
Course personnel in providing recreational and educational opportunities for the 
community's youth throughout the summer season. 
 

6. Commission Appointments: The City is pleased to welcome Wendy Welt and 
Alisia Hernandez to the Planning Commission and Shivam Bhakta to the 
Housing Commission. The Planning Commission serves as an advisory body to 
the City Council on land use, planning, zoning, subdivision, and development 
matters, conducting public hearings and providing recommendations on projects 
that shape the future of the community. The Housing Commission oversees the 
operations of the Needles Housing Authority, reviews housing-related policies 
and programs, and advises on affordable housing opportunities and initiatives. 
Staff looks forward to the valuable contributions each commissioner will bring 
through their service to the residents of Needles and extends its appreciation for 
their willingness to serve the community. 
 

7. Economic Development & Community Trends: Recent California Department 
of Finance population estimates indicate that the City of Needles experienced a 
modest population increase during 2025, growing from 4,789 to 4,796 residents, 
representing a 0.15% increase. During the same period, San Bernardino County 
experienced a slight population decline of 0.06%. While modest, the increase 
reflects continued stability within the community and compares favorably with 
broader countywide population trends. 
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8. Route 66 Centennial Banner Installed on Historic Cavalier Sign: Staff is 
pleased to report that a new Route 66 Centennial banner has been installed on 
the historic Cavalier sign along West Broadway. The banner highlights Needles' 
role in celebrating the upcoming 100th anniversary of Historic Route 66 and 
serves as a visible reminder of the City's commitment to promoting tourism, 
community pride, and economic development. The installation supports City 
Council goals related to enhancing public spaces, strengthening community 
identity, and preparing for Route 66 Centennial activities in 2026. Staff 
appreciates the efforts of those involved in designing and installing the banner 
and looks forward to additional Centennial-themed enhancements throughout 
the community in the months ahead. 
 

9. Route 66 Centennial Regional Partnership Efforts: Mayor Janet Jernigan 
represented the City of Needles at the Route 66 Centennial Car Show & Fan 
Fest held during the San Bernardino County Fair on May 29. The event brought 
together Route 66 advocates, tourism organizations, museums, chambers of 
commerce, and community leaders from across the historic corridor to 
coordinate efforts leading up to the Route 66 Centennial in 2026. Mayor 
Jernigan joined San Bernardino County Supervisor Dawn Rowe, Freddy Bi, 
President and CEO of Discover Inland Empire, Delvin Roy Harbour of the 
California Historic Route 66 Association, and representatives from regional 
Route 66 organizations and attractions throughout the Inland Empire and 
Mojave Desert. Participation in these regional partnerships helps strengthen 
Needles' position as a premier Route 66 destination, supports tourism promotion 
efforts, and creates opportunities to attract additional visitors, investment, and 
economic activity to the community as Centennial celebrations continue 
throughout the coming year. 

 
10. Kiwanis Club Presentation: City Manager Patrick Martinez provided a 

community update to the Bullhead City Morning Kiwanis Club on June 2, 
highlighting recent accomplishments and future priorities for the City of Needles. 
The presentation focused on infrastructure investments, park and recreation 
improvements, economic development initiatives, the Route 66 Centennial, the 
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle (OHMV) Pilot Program, and the City's vision for 
continued growth and community investment. The presentation also 
emphasized the importance of partnerships and community involvement in 
advancing the City Council's goals and priorities. 
 

11. Community Blood Drive: The Transitional Assistance Department and 
LifeStream Blood Bank will host a community blood drive on June 18, 2026, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 1090 E. Broadway Street. Community members 
are encouraged to consider donating blood to help maintain an adequate 
regional blood supply and support lifesaving medical needs throughout the 
region. Additional information and appointment scheduling are available through 
LifeStream Blood Bank. 

 
12. Penny Rounding Notice: The City of Needles has launched a public 

information campaign regarding the City's new cash transaction rounding policy. 
Due to the declining availability of pennies, cash payments made to the City 
may be rounded to the nearest $0.05 when exact penny change cannot be 
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made. The policy does not increase any City fees, utility rates, taxes, fines, or 
other charges, and all amounts owed will continue to be calculated to the exact 
cent. Credit cards, debit cards, checks, and electronic payments will continue to 
be charged the exact amount. Rounding applies only to cash transactions and 
may result in totals being rounded either up or down to the nearest five cents. 
Staff has prepared informational materials and outreach through Needles 
Connect and other communication channels to ensure residents understand the 
policy and that there is no impact on City rates or fees. 

 
13. Commercial Truck Parking Ordinance (680-AC): Ordinance 680-AC becomes 

effective on June 11, 2026, and prohibits commercial trucks over 26,000 
pounds GVWR from parking on residential streets and within City parks. The 
ordinance was adopted to improve neighborhood safety and livability, protect 
public parks, reduce noise and visual impacts, and minimize damage to streets 
and public infrastructure caused by heavy commercial vehicles. Staff is currently 
installing the required regulatory signage throughout the City and conducting 
public outreach to educate residents and truck operators regarding the new 
requirements. In accordance with the ordinance, enforcement will commence 
upon installation of the required signage. Exemptions remain in place for 
deliveries, active loading and unloading, utility and municipal vehicles, 
emergency vehicles, transit vehicles, and other essential service providers. 
Violations may be subject to administrative citations, including fines authorized 
under the ordinance. 
 

14. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 
a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
civic meetings, and community programs. Local organizations are invited to 
submit or update events through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe and sync the calendar 
to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay informed and 
engaged.  
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 
 

I. Needles High School Graduation Ceremony: Needles High School will 
host its 2026 Graduation Ceremony on Friday, June 5, 2026, at 8:00 PM at 
the NHS Football Field. As students, families, educators, and community 
members gather to celebrate this important milestone, the City of Needles 
extends its congratulations to the Class of 2026 and wishes graduates 
continued success in their future educational, professional, military, and 
personal endeavors. 

 
II. Route 66 Centennial Caravan & 72 Oz. Steak Challenge: The City of 

Needles will welcome the Route 66 Centennial Caravan on June 8, 2026, at 
the Palo Verde College Needles Center. As part of the evening's activities, 
community members will participate in a 72 Oz. Steak Challenge, a Route 
66-themed event designed to celebrate the historic highway and attract 
visitors to the community. Participants include Tony Rubalcaba representing 
the City of Needles, Deputy Smith representing the San Bernardino County 
Sheriff's Department, and two community at-large participants. The event will 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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also feature live music, classic vehicles traveling the Route 66 Centennial 
Caravan, and opportunities for residents and visitors to participate in the 
celebration. The event highlights Needles' continued role as a key 
destination along Historic Route 66 and supports ongoing tourism and 
economic development efforts within the community. 

 
III. Needles Animal Shelter – Adoption Initiative: The Needles Animal Shelter 

is currently at capacity and is seeking the community's assistance in finding 
permanent homes for several adoptable dogs, including Daisy, Kelly, Buddy, 
Raven, Slate, Perry, Maverick, and Moe. These animals represent a variety 
of breeds, ages, and temperaments and are ready to join loving families. 
Spay and neuter vouchers are provided for eligible animals at the time of 
adoption. Every adoption helps reduce overcrowding, improves animal 
welfare, and creates space for future shelter intakes. Residents interested in 
adopting are encouraged to contact the Needles Animal Shelter at (760) 
326-4952 or visit the shelter at 1662 Flip Mendez Parkway, Monday through 
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
IV. Take Credit Financial Literacy Workshop: Arrowhead Credit Union 

successfully hosted its annual "Take Credit" Financial Literacy Workshop at 
the Needles Recreation Center on May 30, providing local youth with hands-
on instruction in budgeting, saving, credit management, and financial 
decision-making. The free program welcomed students from throughout the 
community and offered practical lessons designed to help participants 
develop financial literacy skills and make informed financial choices. Staff 
appreciates Arrowhead Credit Union's continued commitment to investing in 
local youth and providing valuable educational opportunities within the 
Needles community. Special thanks are extended to Stefanie Villalobos, 
Vice President of Philanthropy & Community Impact, and Darin 
Woinarowicz, President and CEO of Arrowhead Credit Union, for their 
leadership and ongoing support of youth education and financial literacy 
initiatives in Needles. 
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