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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:          February 20, 2026 
  

1. Needles “Grub with a Cop” – Community Engagement Event 
The San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department Colorado River Station will 
host “Grub with a Cop” on February 25, 2026, at 11:00 a.m. at River City Pizza 
Co., located at 1901 Needles Highway. This community engagement event 
provides residents the opportunity to enjoy lunch and casual conversation with 
the Captain and his team in an informal setting. Events such as this strengthen 
relationships between law enforcement and the community, foster open 
dialogue, and reinforce public trust. The City appreciates the Sheriff’s 
Department for their continued commitment to community involvement and 
partnership. This effort aligns with the City Council’s goal of promoting public 
safety, collaboration, and positive community engagement throughout Needles. 
 

2. Utility Response – Pole Fire on River Road 
Earlier this week, the City’s Electric Department responded to a reported pole 
fire on River Road. Utility crews arrived promptly, secured the area, and 
extinguished the fire to prevent further damage and ensure public safety. 
Thanks to the diligent efforts of City staff, the incident resulted in only a limited 
and temporary power outage. Power was restored safely and efficiently 
following inspection and necessary repairs. The City extends its appreciation to 
the Utility team for their swift response, professionalism, and continued 
commitment to maintaining reliable service when unexpected incidents occur. 
 

3. 19th Hole Bar & Grill Remodel – ADA Improvements 
Work continues on the 19th Hole Bar & Grill kitchen remodel at River’s Edge 
Golf Course, with ADA-related upgrades now complete, including installation of 
a new accessible ramp system serving the restaurant and clubhouse. These 
improvements are part of the broader $500,039 project to modernize the kitchen 
and bring the facility into compliance with current accessibility, health, and 
building standards. The accessibility upgrades align with the City’s ongoing ADA 
Transition Plan update, and the City is actively seeking community input as 
outlined in the attached public notice and flyer. Residents are encouraged to 
provide feedback through the ADA Transition Plan survey by clicking here. This 
investment supports the City Council’s goals of strengthening public 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
https://dac.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3aWBzkQ0ZbQVGiW
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infrastructure, enhancing economic activity, and ensuring inclusive access for 
residents and visitors alike. 
 

4. Active Transportation Plan – Community Feedback Needed 
The City continues advancing development of its Active Transportation Plan; 
however, additional community input is needed to ensure the plan reflects 
neighborhood priorities and real mobility needs. The plan will guide future 
investments in pedestrian walking paths, sidewalks, curb and gutter, bike lanes, 
and overall safety improvements throughout Needles. Participation to date has 
been limited, and broader feedback will strengthen project prioritization and 
improve the City’s competitiveness for state and federal infrastructure funding. 
Residents, business owners, and stakeholders are strongly encouraged to 
provide input through the interactive mapping platform at 
https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input. Community engagement at this 
stage is critical to shaping future infrastructure investments. 
 

5. Spring Cleanup & Community Partnership Initiatives 
Over the next several weeks, the City, in collaboration with San Bernardino 
County and community partners, will advance coordinated spring cleanup efforts 
throughout Needles. The Community Cleanup Day will take place February 28, 
2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. at Third Street and J Street. The City will 
provide bags, pickers, and gloves, and residents of all ages are encouraged to 
participate in this one-hour volunteer effort to beautify the corridor. The 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event, previously announced, will occur 
on March 7, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. at the Needles City Yard, 112 
Robuffa Street, providing safe disposal of household hazardous materials. The 
City will also host a Bulky Waste Drop-Off Event on March 21, 2026, from 8:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (or until containers are full) at multiple neighborhood 
locations to reduce illegal dumping and neighborhood blight. Collectively, these 
initiatives reflect a proactive and collaborative approach to beautification, public 
safety, and community pride as we prepare for Route 66 Centennial activities 
and increased visitor traffic. 

 
6. Needles Pride – Vegetation Management Reminder 

With the recent rains, staff has observed increased overgrown vegetation 
throughout portions of the community. Property owners are responsible for 
maintaining their properties, including vegetation management, to ensure 
compliance with City standards and preserve overall neighborhood appearance. 
The Needles Pride Program continues to encourage residents and businesses 
to take pride in their properties through regular landscaping maintenance, 
proper storage, and code compliance. Keeping vegetation trimmed and 
removing weeds enhances curb appeal, supports public safety, and strengthens 
neighborhood resilience. This effort reflects the City Council’s commitment to 
maintaining clean, safe, and well-maintained neighborhoods through shared 
responsibility and community partnership. Residents may report concerns by 
calling 760-326-2115 (press #9) or by using the Needles Connect app, available 
on the Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). The 2026 Needles 
Pride informational flyer will be included with upcoming utility billing statements 
to expand community awareness and encourage participation. Together, we are 
building a cleaner, safer, and stronger Needles. 

 

https://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
http://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
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7. Route 66 100th Anniversary Kickoff Event 
More than 500 residents and visitors from across the region gathered at El 
Garces on February 14, 2026, for the Route 66 100th Anniversary Kickoff. The 
event was hosted and organized by the Friends of the El Garces and featured a 
Classic Car Show with 66 pre-1975 vehicles competing for awards including 
Best in Show and People’s Choice, activating the historic downtown corridor. 
This year’s Best in Show award was presented to a restored 1953 Buick Super 
Estate Wagon, highlighting the caliber of vehicles showcased during the 
celebration. Participants included the Needles Museum, Needles BLM Office, 
Official California Historic Route 66 Association, Supervisor Dawn Rowe’s Field 
Representative Steve Reyes, and the Pharaohs Car Club, whose members 
provided strong representation. The City supported and promoted the event as 
part of its broader Centennial recognition efforts. This milestone celebration 
advances the City Council’s goals of promoting tourism, enhancing community 
engagement, and strengthening economic activity within the downtown core.  
 

8. Route 66 Centennial Utility Box Art Unveiling 
Immediately following the Red Dog Saloon Ribbon Cutting on February 28, 
2026, at 1:30 p.m., the City will host a brief unveiling of the Route 66 Centennial 
Utility Box Art Project at 914 W Broadway Street. As authorized by the City 
Council, this public art initiative transforms multiple electrical utility boxes into 
vibrant works celebrating Needles’ historic role along Route 66. The project 
reflects the City’s continued commitment to beautification and enhancing the 
visitor experience in high-visibility downtown locations. By turning everyday 
infrastructure into artistic displays, the City is reinforcing community pride while 
supporting corridor activation. This unveiling highlights the partnership between 
public improvements and private reinvestment as we continue building 
momentum toward the Route 66 Centennial year. 
 

9. River Cruizers “Cruizin’ the Century” Car Show 
The Route 66 Centennial celebrations continue with the River Cruizers hosting 
the “Cruizin’ the Century” Car Show on March 28, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. along Route 66 in front of the El Garces at 950 Front Street. The 
event is hosted by the Friends of the El Garces and welcomes all years, makes, 
and models of cars, trucks, and motorcycles. Vehicle registration is available at 
the show with a $20 entry fee, and participants are encouraged to bring a 
completed entry form. For additional information, contact Dave Hasenwinkle at 
(206) 947-0997 or Danny Moran at (909) 226-7437. This car show will take 
place in addition to the River Valley Artists Guild’s Art in the Park Show & Sale, 
creating a full weekend of activity in the El Garces cultural corridor and further 
activating downtown during the Centennial year. 

 
10. Recreation Center Programming Reminder  

The City of Needles Recreation Center reminds residents that open gym hours 
are available to the public Monday through Thursday, including indoor pickleball 
from 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Equipment for pickleball is provided on-site, and 
children must be accompanied by an adult. Open gym basketball and pickleball 
share the same space, offering flexible indoor recreation options for residents of 
all ages. These programs support the City Council’s priorities of promoting 
health, community engagement, and active use of public facilities. Residents are 
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encouraged to participate and take advantage of these opportunities to stay 
active at the Recreation Center. 
 

11. Needles Sunday Farmers Market at Santa Fe Park 
The Needles Sunday Farmers Market continues to draw residents and visitors to 
Santa Fe Park each week, supporting local vendors and small businesses. 
Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the market features a rotating selection of 
fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, handmade items, and other locally 
made products. The market is held every Sunday through March 31, 2026, from 
8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Santa Fe Park. New vendors continue to join the 
lineup, expanding opportunities for local entrepreneurs and artisans. This 
ongoing event supports the City Council’s goals for community engagement and 
local economic vitality. Vendor information is available by contacting Market 
Manager Patrick Lauterio at (760) 848-8289 or needlesfarmers@gmail.com. 
 

12. Welcome New Public Servants 
City staff is pleased to welcome J.R. Rodriguez and Allen Cox as the newest 
members of the City’s advisory boards. J.R. Rodriguez has joined the Parks and 
Recreation Commission, which advises the City Council on parks, recreation 
programs, facility improvements, and community engagement initiatives. Allen 
Cox has joined the Planning Commission, which advises the City Council on 
land use, subdivisions, and zoning matters. The Commissions review matters 
within their respective jurisdictions, provide policy recommendations to the City 
Council, and play an important role in supporting responsible growth, community 
engagement, and overall quality of life throughout the City. We appreciate their 
willingness to serve and contribute their time and expertise to the continued 
progress of the City. 

 
13. Needles Elks Lodge #1608 See’s Candy Fundraiser 

The Needles Elks Lodge #1608 is hosting a See’s Candy fundraiser to benefit 
the Elks Junior Golf Program. Orders may be placed in person at the Elks 
Lodge, 1000 Lillyhill Drive, or online by clicking the link below. All orders must 
be submitted by March 15, 2026, and will ship no later than March 20, 2026, in 
time for Easter. Proceeds will directly support youth golf programming and 
development opportunities within the community. For additional information, 
please contact Brian Dooley at (917) 882-9711 or the Elks Lodge at (760) 326-
1608. Online ordering is available at: Click here to order See’s Candy 
 

14. Community Events Calendar Now Live 
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single 
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local 
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s 
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync 
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed and engaged. 

  

mailto:needlesfarmers@gmail.com
https://www.yumraising.com/store/spring-2026-needles-elks-lodge-1608-easter-cbf2/MicRee3038
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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