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MEMORANDUM

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
FROM: PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: WEEKLY MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 13, 2026

1. Public Works Preparing Parks and Riverfront for Summer Season
Public Works crews continued preparing Jack Smith Park, Bob Belt Beach
Park, and Duke Watkins Park for the upcoming summer season. Crews
utilized the City’s CAT 265 Compact Track Loader, purchased last summer for
$107,829.94, to clear and groom beaches along the Colorado River at Jack
Smith Park. This equipment has significantly expanded the City’s in-house
maintenance capabilities, allowing staff to perform beach grooming, vegetation
control, and right-of-way clearing more efficiently without relying on outside
contractors. Crews also completed crack sealing in the Bob Belt Beach Park
area to preserve pavement conditions ahead of increased seasonal visitation.
The Water Department installed a new backflow prevention assembly at
Jack Smith Park to protect the City’s potable water system and improve
reliability for irrigation and park facilities. In addition, Public Works constructed a
new curb and drainage feature at the Duke Watkins Park Splash Pad to
improve runoff management and protect surrounding landscaping. These efforts
reflect the City’s ongoing commitment to maintaining parks, riverfront amenities,
and recreational facilities as the community prepares for the busy summer
season.

2. Regional Roadway Improvements
San Bernardino County has provided an update on the Needles Highway
Improvement Project — Segment 1C, which will improve a 2.3-mile section of
Needles Highway from David Drive to just north of Not’cho Road. The
project includes roadway rehabilitation and related improvements intended to
enhance safety, improve driving conditions, and extend the useful life of this
important corridor serving the Needles area. Construction is currently
anticipated to begin in late April 2026 and continue through August 2026,
with additional updates expected as the County finalizes the construction
schedule and mobilization timeline. In addition, Caltrans will begin a $12.7
million pavement rehabilitation project on U.S. Route 95 extending from
Interstate 40 to approximately 0.5 miles north of Goffs Road, with
construction scheduled to start March 16, 2026, and crews working Monday
through Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. The project will include pavement
overlay, lane restriping, rumble strips, updated signage, and upgraded
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guardrails to improve roadway safety and accessibility. Motorists should expect
lane closures during certain operations with a pilot car assisting traffic through
work zones.

. AED Installation at Multiple City Facilities

Last December, City staff completed CPR, AED, and First Aid training to
strengthen emergency preparedness and workplace safety. Building on that
training, Public Works crews installed Automated External Defibrillators
(AEDs) at multiple City facilities, including the Council Chambers and the
Needles Senior Center. AEDs significantly improve survival outcomes during
sudden cardiac arrest when used quickly alongside CPR. By pairing trained staff
with accessible life-saving equipment, the City continues to enhance emergency
response capabilities while supporting the City Council’s goal of maintaining
safe community facilities.

. 19th Hole Restaurant & Bar Ribbon Cutting Celebration

The City of Needles, in partnership with the Needles Chamber of Commerce,
will host a Grand Reopening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the 19th
Hole Restaurant & Bar at Rivers Edge Golf Course on March 17, 2026, at
11:00 AM. The reopening of the 19th Hole enhances the overall experience for
golfers, residents, and visitors while supporting the City’s ongoing efforts to
promote recreation, tourism, and economic activity along the Colorado
River and Historic Route 66. The event coincides with St. Patrick’s Day, and
the restaurant will feature festive food and green beer specials. Community
members are encouraged to attend and help celebrate this exciting addition to
Rivers Edge Golf Course.

. 4th Annual Resource & Job Fair — Next Week at the El Garces

The 4th Annual Resource & Job Fair will take place on March 18, 2026, from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the El Garces Historic Train Depot. The event will
bring together San Bernardino County agencies, employers, the Needles
Housing Authority, and community partners to connect residents with
essential services. The County Assessor-Recorder-County Clerk Mobile Unit will
provide certificate copies, notary services, fictitious business name filings, and
property information, while the Public Defender’s Office will assist individuals
interested in beginning the record-clearing process. Representatives from
Assemblymember Gonzalez’s office and State Senator Padilla’s office will
also be onsite to assist residents with state resources. The event will include the
Active Transportation Plan Community Workshop, allowing residents to
provide input on future improvements to sidewalks, bike lanes, and pedestrian
safety. Public health partners will offer vaccinations and health information, and
KTOX Radio will broadcast live from the event.

. Public Input Needed — OHMYV Staging Area Grant Application

The City of Needles has submitted an application to the California State Parks
Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division under the OHMVR Grants and
Cooperative Agreements Program (Grant Cycle G26) for a proposed
$995,911 OHMV Staging Area Project. The project is designed to support the
City’s 9.20-mile designated combined-use OHMV route network, which
connects Bureau of Land Management trail systems with lodging, fuel, and
service facilities within Needles. If funded, the staging area would help
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consolidate trailer parking, improve roadside safety and access, protect
surrounding soils and habitat by concentrating use, and provide ADA
accessibility and sanitation facilities for riders and visitors. Public input is an
important component of the grant scoring process, and community
comments help demonstrate support for the project. The public comment period
is open March 3 through May 4, 2026. Individuals wishing to provide
comments may visit https://olga.ohv.parks.ca.gov/egrams_ohmvr, select
“Review Preliminary Applications,” and choose “City of Needles” to view
the proposal and submit comments.

7. VA Loma Linda Visit - HUD-VASH Veterans Housing Partnership
Earlier this week, the City Manager, serving as Executive Director of the
Housing Authority of the City of Needles, along with Housing Manager
Angelica Deermer, met with representatives from the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs at VA Loma Linda. The visit focused on strengthening
partnerships under the HUD-VASH Veterans Housing Program and
encouraging referrals of veterans seeking stable housing opportunities in
Needles. Staff highlighted available housing units and the community support
network that helps veterans transition into permanent housing. The Housing
Authority currently has HUD-VASH vouchers available and is ready to assist
veterans seeking housing. Please contact the Housing Authority of the City of
Needles at 760-326-3222 or visit 908 Sycamore Drive for assistance.

8. Mayor Janet Jernigan Recognized as Woman of Distinction
Mayor Janet Jernigan was recently honored by Assemblymember Jeff
Gonzalez as a 2026 Woman of Distinction for Assembly District 36 during a
regional recognition ceremony held in Brawley. Assembly District 36 spans a
large and diverse region—from Indio and Anza to Needles, Blythe, and
Imperial County—making this recognition especially significant. The honor
highlights the positive impact of local leadership and further elevates the
visibility of the City of Needles within regional discussions. The City
congratulates Mayor Jernigan on this well-deserved recognition and thanks
Assemblymember Gonzalez for his continued partnership and support.

9. Assemblymember Gonzalez Attending Colorado River Round Up Rodeo
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez has confirmed he will attend the 48th Annual
Colorado River Round Up Rodeo on Friday evening, April 3, 2026, at the
Needles Rodeo Grounds. Hosted by the Needles Rodeo Association, the
rodeo will take place April 3—4, 2026. Presale tickets will be available at the
Rodeo Store located at 920 W Broadway, open March 30 through April 2
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come by and have an opportunity to meet your
elected official.

10.Leadership Development Training Completion
The City would like to recognize Housing Manager Angelica Deermer, Senior
Code Enforcement Officer Bernie Hatz, Public Works staff Ken Mann and
David Calderon, and Billing Office Manager Kimberly Krasinski for
successfully completing their Leadership Development Training Program.
Their commitment to professional growth reflects the dedication of our staff to
strengthening the organization and improving service to the community.
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11.

Investing in leadership development helps ensure the City continues to operate
effectively while building the next generation of leaders within the organization.

19th Annual Needles Spring Classic Basketball Tournament Success

The City of Needles Recreation Department hosted the 19th Annual Needles
Spring Classic Youth Basketball Tournament from March 6-8, 2026,
welcoming 34 teams from across the region, including Las Vegas, Kingman,
Bullhead City, 29 Palms, Beaumont, and Needles. Games were played at the
Needles Recreation Center, Needles High School, and Desert Star Academy,
with 68 games held throughout the weekend. The tournament brought families
and visitors to the community, generating activity for local hotels, restaurants,
and small businesses while supporting the City Council’s goals of promoting
sports tourism and activating public facilities. Congratulations to the Needles
7/8th Grade Girls team for winning the tournament, and to the Needles 5/6th
Grade Girls and Needles 3/4th Grade Girls teams for earning 3rd place
finishes in their respective divisions. The City also thanks the Needles Unified
School District and Superintendent Dr. Cameron for the use of the
gymnasium, along with Desert Star Academy for hosting games. Special
thanks to Jennifer Valenzuela and the Parks and Recreation staff for
organizing another successful tournament for the community and visiting teams.
We wish our Needles All-Stars the best of luck as they compete in Beaumont
this weekend and 29 Palms next week.

12.Needles Youth Basketball Season Awards Ceremony

The City of Needles Recreation Department recently concluded another
successful youth basketball season with its Youth Basketball Awards
Ceremony held on March 11 at the Needles Recreation Center, recognizing
players from 3rd through 8th grade divisions. The ceremony celebrated the
participation, sportsmanship, and accomplishments of the many youth athletes
who took part in the program this season. Programs such as youth basketball
support the City Council’s goals of promoting recreational opportunities for local
families, encouraging youth engagement, and activating community facilities.
Special thanks to Jennifer Valenzuela and the Parks and Recreation staff for
their continued dedication in organizing a successful season and hosting a
memorable awards ceremony for participants and their families.

13.Needles Chamber “Teeing Off on Route 66” Golf Tournament

Last weekend, the Needles Area Chamber of Commerce successfully hosted
its 3rd Annual “Teeing Off on Route 66” Golf Tournament at Rivers Edge
Golf Course. The event brought together local businesses, residents, and
visitors for a day of golf, networking, and community engagement while
celebrating the historic significance of Route 66 as the City continues building
momentum toward the Route 66 Centennial in 2026. The tournament
highlighted the growing role of Rivers Edge Golf Course as a community
gathering place and showcased recent investments at the facility, including the
19th Hole Bar & Grill. The City appreciates the Chamber of Commerce, event
sponsors, volunteers, and participants who helped make this year’s tournament
a successful community event and continued to promote Needles as the
Gateway to California along the Mother Road.
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14.Flip Mendez Youth Fundraiser Golf Tournament
The 27th Annual Flip Mendez Youth Fundraiser Golf Tournament scheduled
for May 2, 2026, at Rivers Edge Golf Course is officially sold out, reflecting
the strong community support for this long-standing event. The tournament
supports the Flip Mendez Youth Fund, which helps provide scholarships and
financial assistance so local youth can participate in sports programs and
activities throughout the community. While team registration has reached
capacity, there is still time for businesses and community members to
participate by becoming hole sponsors, helping ensure continued support for
youth athletics and scholarships. Events like this highlight the community’s
commitment to youth programs and align with the City Council’s goals of
supporting recreational opportunities and community engagement.

15.Tri-State Community Healthcare Easter Egg Hunt
Tri-State Community Healthcare will host the Fourth Annual Needles Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 4, 2026, at Jack Smith Park (1000 River Road,
Needles, CA). The event will take place from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., with the
egg hunt beginning at 9:30 a.m. Families and children are invited to enjoy a
fun-filled morning featuring 5,000 eggs with prizes and gift baskets, along
with face painting and photos with the Easter Bunny. This community event,
organized by Tri-State Community Healthcare, continues to bring families
together for a festive Easter celebration in Needles. Please refer to the attached
flyer for additional details.

16.Dance Trax 51 Spring Recital — Save the Date
The City of Needles would like to share an upcoming community event as
Dance Trax 51 presents its Spring Recital on May 1 and May 2 at 6:00 PM
at the Needles High School Auditorium. The recital will showcase the hard
work and talent of local youth dancers and provide an opportunity for families
and the community to come together in support of the arts. Events such as this
highlight the important role that youth programs and performing arts play in
strengthening community engagement and supporting opportunities for local
youth to develop their talents. Residents are encouraged to attend and support
these young performers.

17.PVC Needles Center — 5K Color Run (Last Day to Register)
Palo Verde College Needles Center will host its annual 5K Color Run & Walk
Scholarship Event on March 21, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m., with check-in
at 7:30 a.m. at 725 W. Broadway. This community event supports scholarships
for students attending the Needles Center and helps invest in the future of local
education. March 14, 2026, is the final day to register and guarantee event
items, including an event T-shirt, race bib, lunch, snacks, and a participation
certificate, with awards for top finishers in each age category. Registration is
$25 per participant, and community members may register at
https://bit.ly/NdIs5k. Last year’s inaugural event welcomed 88 participants
and raised more than $8,500 to support Needles Center students. For more
information, contact (760) 326-5033 or visit www.paloverde.edu.

18.Needles Sunday Market — Season Extended
The Needles Sunday Market at Santa Fe Park continues to see strong
community participation and has now been extended through April 2026, as
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shown in the attached announcement. Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the
weekly market brings together residents, visitors, and local vendors offering
fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, handmade items, and other locally
produced goods. The market is held every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
at Santa Fe Park, located at 950 Front Street. Continued participation from the
community helps support small businesses, local entrepreneurs, and community
engagement. The City appreciates the efforts of Tumbleweed Markets and the
vendors who contribute to the success of this weekly event and encourages
residents to continue supporting the market.

19.Community Events Calendar Now Live
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay
informed and engaged.

20.Last Chance — Needles Elks Lodge #1608 See’s Candy Fundraiser
This is the last opportunity to support the Needles Elks Lodge #1608 See’s
Candy fundraiser benefiting the Elks Junior Golf Program. Orders must be
submitted by March 15, 2026, to ensure delivery in time for Easter, with
shipments scheduled no later than March 20, 2026. Orders may be placed in
person at the Elks Lodge, 1000 Lillyhill Drive, or online using the ordering link.
Proceeds directly support youth golf programming and development
opportunities for local youth in our community. For additional information, please
contact the Elks Lodge at (760) 326-1608.
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2. REGIONAL ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS

State of California - Department of Transportation c ﬂ[
BUILDING

N R I of&ans- AMERICA 250 -

Date: March 12, 2026

District: 08-11L240

Contact: Jas Hampal

Phone: (909) 553-6837

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Pavement Rehabilitation and Safety Project
US-95 near Needles
March 2026

SAN BERNARDINO — Caltrans District 8 crews are set to begin a $12.7M pavement

rehabilitation project that includes pavement overlay, lane restriping, installation of

rumble strips, updated signage, and upgraded guardrails

Nnear the City of Needles on U.S. Route 95 (US-95).

The project will start at Interstate 40 (1-40) and continue R

0.5 miles north of Goffs Road. Work will include Bannock — JunSlSmgeibis

resurfacing the roadway with new pavement, enhancing Homer

safety, and improving accessibility along this well-traveled i

corridor near the City of Needles. ,,\ Java LD

w
Construction will begin Monday, March 16, 2026. e HWy T

xa!

Work schedule: Project location: US-95 from 1-40 to 0.5 miles
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. rorth of Goffs FRd.

Closures:
Lane closures with take place for dig-out operations, with pilot car assisting motorists
between closure points.

Motorists are advised to plan ahead and allow extra travel time. Drivers are
reminded to slow down in and around work zones. Weather and other factors may affect
the construction schedule.

Subscribe to receive weekly project notifications by visiting: US-95 Needles.

Know before you go! To remain aware of roadwork in the Inland Empire, please visit
Caltrans District 8 and sign up for commuter alerts. Follow us for the latest information
on Facebook and X. To assist in planning your commute, view live traffic conditions
using the QuickMap app or website.
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4. 19™ HOLE RIBBON CUTTING

The Neadles Chamber of Commerce and The City of Neaedles
HOST THE

ND ‘REOPEN7
mBBOH CUTTING

—

RES AU ARNT & =

at RIVERS EDGE GOLF COURSE ,

+ Tuesday, March 17 2026 | startlng at 11:00 AM -~
. Rivers Edge Golf Course ﬁ
W (( LOCATION: 144 Floute 696 Needles, CA 92363 ;Ij

Ii<+ Green Beer Speclals . Festive Food Menu >>|




5. 4™ ANNUAL RESOURCE FAIR

FOSTE GIONZALES
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DAWN ROWIE

HEIRD DISTRICT SUPERVISOR
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Resource Connections

Your next stop for resources and employment services. Meet
community partners and emplovers, access valuable support, and
take the next step toward wvour career goals. Those seeking
employment are encouraged to bring their resume.

LOCATIONMN: Assessor-Recorder-County Clerk Mobile Unit:
El Garces Historic Train Depot Birth/Death/Marriage Certificate, Copies, Notary
950 Front Street Public Filings, Ficticious Business Name,
Needles, CA 92363 Statements, and Assessor Property Information

(SB County OMNLY)

REGISTER NOW!
HDHE326.eventbrite.com




5. ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION PLAN WORKSHOP

YOU'RE INVITED! A T™  Active

) Transportation
The City wants to hear from You!/?! Plan

What is an Active Transportation Plan?

AN Active Transportation Plan (ATP) is a living document that outlines projects, programs, and policies to improve

walking and biking conditions. It is shaped by community and stakeholder input to address network gaps and
enhance accessibility. safety. and connectivity citywide.

Get Involved!

- Call 76 0-326-2113 or email info@NeedlesATP.com

= Scan the QR code to the Left or use the URL below to
share an idea on the interactive map:

www.NeedlesATP.com /s provide-input
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Wednesday, March 18, 2026

Help us decide

COMMUNITY EVENT what bike and
11 AM. - 2 P.M. pedestrian

El Garces Historic Train Depot p;?ji(/:;i e
O50 Front Street. Needles, CA 92363 ¥

* 12 bikes of all
sizes will Rain or Shine, we will be there! Inclement weather community.
be rafMed plan to set up inside the Garces building.

see in your



6. OHMV GRANT OPPORTUNITY PUBLIC INPUT
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OHVR STAGING AREA CONCEPT
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COMMUNITY WORKS £
DESIGN GROUP ||

7111 Indiana Avenue, Suite 300 1§

CITY OF NEEDLES

Riverside, CA 32504
(851)368-0700 | wwrw.cwdg.fun

Date: February 27, 2026
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9. COLORADO RIVER ROUND UP RODEO

?_ ) —
C L 1l0
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MEDICAIN CENTER

PRESENTS THE

48TH COLORADO RIVER ROUND UP
APRIL 3 & 4, 2026

NEEDLES RODEO GROUNDS 1001 SAN CLEMENTE STREET

*RODEO DANCE*
“Littletown"
Presented by the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe

*SPECIAL EVENTS*

# Junior Barrel Race presented by Campbell Redi-Mix LES ROy
Call Mike Shott at 760-218-4891 to register. ﬁ %o
# 8th Annual Cornhole Tourney
Call Wade Evans at 760-220-1039
# Local Contestants - 485001 ,-m““

Call Mike Shott at 760-218-4891 from March 1-27
# Mutton Bustin' - call Judy Thornton at 760-333-5255

*THE RODEO STORE*

March 30-April 2
920 W, Broadway in Needles
10am-4pm
*TICKETS* PRESALE TICKETS
Ages 5 and under - free 2-Day Adults - $15
Ages8-17 - $5 2-Day Kids - $5
Ages 18 and over - $10 Rodeo Store only

Coordinated by Needles Rodeo Association
Facebook at Needles Rodeo/CRRU
needlesrodeo@outlook.com www.needlesrodeo.com

For more info, call Judy Thornton @ 760-333-5255
(N0 OUTSDE ALCOHOL PERMITTED)

VIP AREA
Presented by

\DERSON

Bullhead City

B4 OWRIUER

’ A Colorado River Nl%cligal Center




11. SPRING CLASSIC REC TOURNAMENT
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11 SPRING CLASSIC REC BASKETBALL




12. NEEDLES REC CENTER AWARDS




13. CHAMBER ROUTE 66 GOLF TOURNAMENT




14. FLIP MENDEZ SPONORSHIPS

THE { FLIPS

27th Annual

Flip Mendez Youth Fund Golf Tournament

Rivers Edge Golf Course
Saturday, May 2, 2026

The Flip Mendez Youth Fund Golf Tournament Committee thanks you for your support,
In 2025 contributions to the Flip Mendez Youth Fund provided funding for:

4 (ollege Scholarshipsto'NH5 Gradtiating Seniors = ot = ’ ' ‘ ‘
Over 200 Youth Sports Schelarships ] o h o ‘
Donations to the following sports:
Baseball, Softball, Basketball, Football,
Volleyball, T-Ball and many other donations for the youth.

Tee Sponsorship - $75 - Per Hole

Sponsorship fees must be received by April 20th for signs to be placed on course.

Sponsor Names:
Tee Sponsor: $75.00 X's hole(s) = $

Other Amount =$

Make checks payable to: Flip Mendez Youth Fund Mail to: Frank or Rhonda Mendez 2101 El Monte Street, Needles, CA 9236
Tax 1D# 47-3448436 For Questions Call - Rhonda Mendez at (760) 927-2220 Or Frank Mendez (760) 927-2215




15. EASTER EGG HUNT

SATURDAY- APRIL 4

92:00-10:00 A M
Hunt starts at 9:350
Jack Smith Park
TOOO River RdA, Needles, CA

FACE PAINTING & PHOTOS WITH
THE EASTER BUNNY

This event is brought to you by:

COMMLINITY HEALTHCARE

www.tristateclini
——




16. DANCE TRAX 51 RECITAL

Dance Trax 51
SPRIANG RECITAL

Needles High School
Auditorium

May 15t & 2nd




17. PALO VERDE 5K RUN

P A L O Vv E R D E C O L LL E G E

“FOUNDATION

WHERE KNOWLEDGE TAKES ROOT AND OPPORTUNITY GROWS

NEEDLES CENTER
SCEHOLARSIEIIF

IS

REGISTRATION

SATU R DAY $25 PER PERSON, INCLUDES TSHIRT & MEAL

12 years & Under

: ! 2 Age Categories:
4 18 - 49 years

STARTS AT PALO VERDE COLLEGE 0 yaarr s above
AT 9AM; CHECK-IN AT 7:30 AM

For more information call (760) 326-5033 - Nt Tt _::' https://bit.ly/Ndis5k
or visit www.paloverde.edu

725 W. Broadway, Needles, CA 92363



20. NEEDLES ELKS FUNDRAISER
Help us reach our goal! Order by 03/20/2026.

See’s CANDIES. i

YUM-RAISING NEEDLES ELKS LODGE 1608 EASTER (0)

Help Us Reach Our
Fundraising Goal

Every item you purchase contributes to our cause.
Thanks for your support!



