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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:          March 20, 2026  
  

1. Palo Verde College Needles Center – 5K Color Run This Weekend 
Palo Verde College Needles Center will host its 5K Color Run & Walk 
Scholarship Event this weekend on March 21, 2026 at 9:00 a.m., with check-in 
beginning at 7:30 a.m. at 725 W. Broadway. This event supports scholarships 
for students attending the Needles Center and reflects a strong community 
partnership in advancing local education. Building on the success of last year’s 
inaugural event, which welcomed 88 participants and raised over $8,500, this 
year’s event is expected to draw continued community participation. Residents 
are encouraged to come out, support participants, and help celebrate this 
positive community event. 
 

2. Spring Cleaning Event – Needles Pride Program 
The City will host its Spring Cleaning Community Cleanup Event tomorrow, 
March 21, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., providing residents with an 
opportunity to dispose of trash and bulky items at no cost. Drop-off locations will 
be available at Gates (Safari Drive), North K (near the underpass), Vista (Nikki 
Bunch Ball Field), and Cibola (Robuffa area). This event is part of the City’s 
Needles Pride Program, a community-driven initiative focused on enhancing 
neighborhood appearance, promoting property maintenance, and supporting 
code compliance. As a reminder, residents are encouraged to keep sidewalks 
and public areas clear of discarded household items such as furniture, 
appliances, and electronics. Bulky item pickups are available year-round, and 
residents may schedule up to three (3) pickups per year by contacting Republic 
Services at 928-758-9135. Residents are encouraged to take advantage of this 
opportunity and help keep Needles clean, safe, and well-maintained. Please 
refer to the attached flyer for additional details, including a list of non-accepted 
items. 

 
3. Tri-State Community Healthcare Fresh Produce Distribution 

Tri-State Community Healthcare, in partnership with Bienestar Wellbeing, Make 
Bullhead Better, IEHP, and other community partners, will host a fresh produce 
distribution event on March 21, 2026, beginning at 1:00 p.m. at 820 W. 
Broadway. This event supports ongoing efforts to improve access to healthy 
food options for Needles residents and reflects continued collaboration to 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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advance community well-being. Residents are encouraged to stop by and pick 
up fresh strawberries. 
 

4. Heat Safety Reminder & Splash Pad Opening 
As temperatures rise and periods of excessive heat are expected, the City 
encourages residents to take precautions to stay safe, including staying 
hydrated, limiting prolonged sun exposure, and checking on children and 
vulnerable individuals. In response to the warmer weather, the City is pleased to 
announce that the splash pad at Duke Watkins Park is now open for the 2026 
season, offering a safe and accessible way for families to cool off and stay 
active. Residents are reminded to follow all posted rules, practice proper 
hygiene, and supervise children at all times while using the facility. This 
seasonal amenity supports the City Council’s commitment to enhancing quality 
of life by providing family-friendly recreational opportunities while promoting 
public health and safety during extreme heat conditions. 
 

5. CRAGS Opening Ceremonies – Upcoming Community Event 
The community is invited to attend the Colorado River Area Girls Softball 
(CRAGS) Opening Ceremonies on March 23, 2026, marking the official kickoff 
of the 2026 season. This highly anticipated event celebrates our youth athletes 
and reflects the City Council’s commitment to supporting youth sports and 
community engagement. The evening will feature a community dinner beginning 
at 5:30 p.m., featuring pulled pork sandwiches with beans and a soda for $10, 
followed by team introductions at 6:15 p.m. and a ceremonial first pitch at 7:00 
p.m. Residents are encouraged to come out, support our players, and be part of 
a great night of softball, community pride, and family-friendly fun. 

 
6. OHV Pilot Program – Community Education Meeting 

The City will host its upcoming OHV Pilot Program Community Education 
Meeting on March 26, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers, 1111 
Bailey Avenue. This meeting represents the next step in advancing the City’s 
OHV Pilot Program and moving toward implementation of the designated route 
network. The meeting will provide an overview of program operations, 
designated routes, and compliance requirements. Representatives from the 
Bureau of Land Management, California Highway Patrol, San Bernardino 
County Sheriff’s Department, and the City will be present to discuss 
enforcement, safety expectations, and answer questions from residents and 
OHV users. Community participation is encouraged as the City moves into this 
next phase of the program. Please refer to the attached flyer for additional 
details. 

 
7. Palo Verde College Blood Drive 

Palo Verde College will host a community blood drive on March 24, 2026, from 
10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Needles Educational Center, located at 725 W. 
Broadway. In partnership with Vitalant, this event aims to support patients in 
need through local blood donations and is seeking approximately 36 donors. 
Community members are encouraged to participate, as each donation plays a 
critical role in saving lives and supporting regional healthcare needs. 
Participants will also be entered for a chance to win a $10,000 gift card through 
Vitalant’s donor program. Appointments can be scheduled at this link.  
 

https://donors.vitalant.org/dwp/portal/dwa/appointment/guest/phl/timeSlotsExtr?token=WcIQqGEUea%2FBOTf368E38iNBWNQ1JM6LtiIAXFQZcYc%3D
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8. Workforce Development – Palo Verde College Partnership 
Palo Verde College continues to play a vital role in the community by providing 
education, workforce training, and career pathways for local residents. As part of 
these efforts, the Needles Educational Center will host an Employment 
Opportunities Information Session in partnership with the Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California (MWD) on Wednesday, March 25, 2026. The 
session will include an information presentation from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
followed by a resume workshop from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and an interview 
skills workshop from 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. This event will provide attendees 
with valuable insight into career pathways, hiring requirements, and application 
strategies, along with hands-on support and networking opportunities with 
industry professionals. This partnership reflects the City Council’s goals of 
supporting workforce readiness, expanding economic opportunity, and 
strengthening the local economy through access to high-quality, career-focused 
resources. 
 

9. Route 66 Centennial Celebrations Continue: Art in the Park and Car Show 
Route 66 Centennial events will continue next week at El Garces, including the 
3rd Annual Art in the Park Show & Sale, which will be on display from March 
25–28 from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. at 950 Front Street. The weekend will 
culminate on March 28 with the Art & Craft Fair and the River Cruizers “Cruizin’ 
the Century” Car Show, taking place from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. along Route 
66 in front of El Garces. These coordinated events highlight local and regional 
artists, showcase classic cars, and continue to activate the downtown corridor 
as part of the City’s ongoing Route 66 Centennial efforts. The community is 
encouraged to come out and enjoy this celebration of art, culture, and classic 
Americana in downtown Needles. 

 
10. 4th Annual Resource & Job Fair at El Garces 

This week, the City, in partnership with San Bernardino County and regional 
partners, hosted the 4th Annual Resource & Job Fair at the historic El Garces 
Depot, with over 150 community members in attendance. The event connected 
residents with jobs, workforce programs, housing assistance, and essential 
support services. Resources provided are included with this report for Council 
and community awareness, including workforce training opportunities, public 
health programs such as WIC, and domestic violence assistance services 
offering 24-hour support and access to shelter resources. Representatives from 
Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez’s office, State Senator Stephen Padilla’s office, 
the Sheriff’s Department, and the Fire Department were among the many 
partners in attendance. The City extends its appreciation to Supervisor Dawn 
Rowe for her leadership in making this event possible; to the San Bernardino 
County Workforce Development Board for spearheading this effort; to Mayor 
Jernigan and Steve Reyes for organizing and delivering the event locally; and to 
Councilmember Henry Longbrake for conducting live KTOX Radio interviews, 
helping broadcast the event and expand regional awareness of available 
resources. This event reflects the City’s commitment to delivering meaningful 
resources through strong partnerships. 

 
11. Active Transportation Workshop Drives Strong Community Engagement 

The City hosted a highly successful community workshop during the Resource & 
Job Fair on March 18, 2026, at the El Garces Historic Train Depot, bringing 
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residents together to help shape the City’s Active Transportation Plan (ATP). 
Community members actively participated in the interactive mapping exercise, 
identifying priority projects and highlighting key mobility gaps related to 
sidewalks, bike lanes, and pedestrian safety. The event generated strong 
engagement and meaningful feedback that will directly inform future 
infrastructure planning and strengthen the City’s competitiveness for grant 
funding. A highlight of the event was the bike raffle, where 12 bicycles and one 
e-bike were distributed to community members, further driving participation and 
excitement. Staff coordinated closely with the City’s consultant, Kimley-Horn, to 
successfully facilitate the workshop and capture community input. Thank you to 
City staff and Kimley-Horn for delivering a high-impact and well-executed 
community event. Residents who were unable to attend may still provide input 
by completing the online survey at www.NeedlesATP.com/provide-input. 

 
12. Youth Basketball Tournament Success – Beaumont 

The City Recreation Department is proud to recognize the strong performance 
of our youth basketball teams at the Beaumont Tournament held last weekend. 
Needles teams delivered an outstanding showing, with the 7/8 girls earning 1st 
place, the 3/4 girls taking 2nd place, and both the 5/6 boys and 5/6 girls 
securing 3rd place finishes. The 3/4 and 7/8 boys teams also competed hard 
and represented Needles well throughout the tournament. The City extends its 
appreciation to Jennifer Valenzuela and Recreation staff for their continued 
support and commitment to developing our youth athletes. Our teams will 
continue competition this weekend in 29 Palms. Congratulations to all 
participants for representing the Needles community with pride. 
 

13. Needles Wagon Restoration Effort 
The City would like to recognize and thank Doug Kylor, a longtime Needles 
resident, former Rotary member, and local business owner, for his outstanding 
volunteer efforts in restoring one of the community’s most iconic landmarks. 
Doug recently treated the historic Needles wagon with linseed oil and helped 
manicure the surrounding grounds, preparing the site for the spring season and 
upcoming Route 66 Centennial activities. The Needles wagon is one of the 
City’s most recognized and photographed landmarks, and Doug’s dedication 
reflects the pride and commitment that help keep our community looking its 
best. The City sincerely appreciates his continued volunteerism and contribution 
to preserving Needles’ character and history. 

 
14. HUD Technical Assistance – Housing & Economic Development 

The City recently received technical assistance through the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Distressed Cities Technical Assistance 
(DCTA) program, which is designed to build local capacity and support 
communities experiencing economic challenges. As part of this effort, the City 
partnered with the Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC), whose team 
visited Needles this week to gain a firsthand understanding of the community 
and engage with key stakeholders. These meetings will support the 
development of a strategic approach to attract housing development, strengthen 
local partnerships, and promote long-term economic growth. This initiative aligns 
with the City Council’s goals of expanding housing opportunities, supporting 
economic development, and investing in the future sustainability of the 
community. 

http://www.needlesatp.com/provide-input
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15. Rivers Edge Golf Course – Programming & Community Engagement 

Rivers Edge Golf Course continues to serve as a key recreational asset, offering 
expanded programming that supports the City Council’s goals of promoting 
outdoor recreation and tourism. Golf Professional JJ DeLeon has led these 
efforts by organizing instructional clinics and upcoming tournament play to 
engage residents and visitors. On March 21, JJ will host a golf clinic focused on 
full swing fundamentals in a small-group setting. The course will also host the 
Spring Fling Golf Tournament on April 18, featuring a three-person scramble 
format that encourages participation and friendly competition. These efforts 
continue to activate the course, enhance the user experience, and position 
Rivers Edge Golf Course as a key destination for recreation and community 
events. For additional information or to register, please contact (760) 326-3931 
or email jjdeleon@golfneedlesca.com. 
 

16. 19th Hole Restaurant & Bar Ribbon Cutting at Rivers Edge Golf Course 
This week, the City, in partnership with the Needles Chamber of Commerce, 
celebrated the grand reopening and ribbon cutting of the 19th Hole Restaurant 
& Bar at Rivers Edge Golf Course. The event was well attended and marked the 
completion of a $500,000 City investment to enhance amenities at the golf 
course and improve the overall experience for residents and visitors. The 
reopening of the 19th Hole provides a new gathering space that supports 
recreation, tourism, and economic activity along the Colorado River and Historic 
Route 66. The City appreciates the Chamber’s partnership in hosting the event 
and recognizes staff and project partners for their efforts in bringing this project 
to completion.  

 
17. Water System Improvements – Sand Trap Installation 

The City’s Water Department recently completed the installation of a new sand 
trap at one of the City’s well sites, replacing aging and deteriorated 
infrastructure. This system removes sand and heavy sediment before water 
enters the distribution system, protecting pumps, pipelines, and equipment from 
damage while improving system reliability and water quality. This project directly 
supports the City Council’s goals of investing in critical infrastructure, 
maintaining essential public services, and ensuring long-term system 
sustainability for the community. 
 

18. Public Input Ongoing – OHMV Staging Area Grant Application 
Public input remains open through May 4, 2026, for the City’s OHMV Staging 
Area Project grant application submitted to the California State Parks OHMVR 
Program (Cycle G26). The proposed project would support the City’s 9.20-mile 
designated OHMV route network and improve access, safety, and amenities for 
riders and visitors. Community comments continue to play an important role in 
the grant scoring process. Individuals interested in providing input may visit 
https://olga.ohv.parks.ca.gov/egrams_ohmvr, select “Review Preliminary 
Applications,” and choose “City of Needles” to submit comments. 

 
19. “Our Water Ways” Screening at Palo Verde College 

The community is invited to attend the “Our Water Ways” film screening on April 
11, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. at the Palo Verde College Needles Educational Center. 
This event will feature a California tribal story highlighting the deep cultural and 

mailto:jjdeleon@golfneedlesca.com
https://olga.ohv.parks.ca.gov/egrams_ohmvr
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historical connection between Indigenous communities and water resources, 
including the Colorado River. The program will include a screening, guest 
speaker presentation, and Q&A session. Residents are encouraged to attend 
and take part in this meaningful opportunity to learn, reflect, and engage with an 
important cultural and environmental topic. Please refer to the attached flyer for 
additional details. 
 

20. Needles Women’s Club Flower Show 
The community is invited to attend the 96th Annual Needles Women’s Club 
Flower Show on April 25, 2026, at the Needles Women’s Clubhouse, located at 
305 W. Broadway. This long-standing community event highlights local talent in 
gardening and floral design, featuring entries such as roses, vegetables, 
succulents, potted plants, bouquets, and more. Entries will be accepted from 
8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m., followed by judging from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., with 
public viewing open from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. The event is free to attend 
and will also include an opportunity drawing and plant sale. Residents are 
encouraged to come out, support local participants, and enjoy a showcase of 
community creativity and pride. Please refer to the attached flyer for additional 
details. 
 

21. Colorado River Round Up Rodeo – Coming Soon 
The 48th Annual Colorado River Round Up Rodeo is just around the corner, 
returning to Needles on April 3–4, 2026 at the Needles Rodeo Grounds. Hosted 
by the Needles Rodeo Association, this signature event brings together 
residents and visitors from across the region for a weekend of rodeo action, 
western tradition, and family-friendly fun. Rodeo Store sales will begin March 30 
through April 2, offering presale tickets and official event merchandise. 
Community members are encouraged to plan ahead, secure tickets early, and 
come out to support this long-standing Needles tradition. Additional details are 
available in the attached flyer. 
 

22. Needles Sunday Market – Ongoing Community Activation 
The Needles Sunday Market at Santa Fe Park continues to see strong 
participation from residents, visitors, and local vendors, with the season now 
extended through April 2026. Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the weekly 
market features fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, and a variety of 
locally made goods. The market is held every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. at Santa Fe Park, 950 Front Street. Continued community support helps 
sustain local businesses and strengthens ongoing activation of the downtown 
corridor. 
 

23. Community Events Calendar Now Live 
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single 
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local 
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s 
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync 
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed and engaged. 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/
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