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September 9, 2025

Ordinance 675-AC adding Chapter 11A, Camping, to the Needles Municipal Code,
establishing regulations prohibiting camping on public property. 2" Read Adopt

Ordinance 675-AC was introduced for approval at the July 8, 2025, Regular
NPUA/HACN/City Council Meeting. A motion and a second were made, and the
Ordinance was approved by a 5-1 vote in favor.

On March 25, 2025, the City Council directed staff to address unauthorized camping at
the El Garces. This action follows recent legal and executive developments that have
reshaped how municipalities can manage public spaces impacted by homeless
encampments.

Notably, the U.S. Supreme Court ruling in Grants Pass v. Johnson (2024) affirmed that
cities may enforce camping ordinances, provided basic shelter options are available. In
response, Governor Gavin Newsom issued an executive order on July 25, 2024,
mandating that local governments adopt and enforce policies to address the increasing
public health and safety concerns related to encampments across California.

Since then, numerous cities have adopted updated anti-camping ordinances—some
restricting camping in all public areas. The City of Needles currently has a camping
ordinance on the books, but it is outdated and does not reflect the authority or
expectations set forth in the Governor’s order or recent case law.

In recent months, City staff have coordinated with the San Bernardino County Sheriff's
Department to respond to several incidents requiring intervention. These efforts have
highlighted the need for a clear, enforceable ordinance that both protects public spaces
and connects unsheltered individuals with available resources.

On April 8, 2025, at a regularly scheduled City Council meeting, City Council directed
staff to develop an Anti-Camping Ordinance.

Minimal cost for signage.
Adopt Ordinance 675-AC adding Chapter 11A, Camping, to the Needles Municipal

Code, establishing regulations prohibiting camping on public property.

Bernard Hatz Il, Senior Code Enforcement Officer




