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MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:          March 6, 2026  
  

1. OHV Pilot Program – Community Education Meeting 
The City of Needles will host a community education meeting regarding the Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) Pilot Program on March 26, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
City Council Chambers, 1111 Bailey Avenue. The meeting will provide an 
overview of how the OHV Pilot Program will operate within the City, including 
designated routes, operational requirements, and compliance expectations. 
Representatives from local law enforcement will also be present to discuss 
enforcement procedures, safety guidelines, and answer questions from 
residents and OHV users. This meeting is part of the City’s ongoing effort to 
ensure the community has a clear understanding of the program prior to 
implementation. Residents are encouraged to attend and participate in the 
discussion. Please refer to the attached flyer for additional information. 
 

2. Needles Spring Classic Basketball Tournament 
The City of Needles continues to strengthen its reputation as a destination for 
sports tourism by hosting the 19th Annual Needles Spring Classic Basketball 
Tournament from March 6–8, 2026. Games are being played at the Needles 
Recreation Center, Needles High School, and Desert Star Academy, bringing 
teams and families from across the region to compete in this long-standing 
community event. Pool play has been competitive and well attended, generating 
activity for local restaurants, hotels, and small businesses throughout the 
weekend. Events such as this support the City Council’s goals of promoting 
sports and recreational tourism, activating public facilities, and strengthening 
Needles’ identity as the Gateway to California along Route 66 and the Colorado 
River. Championship games conclude tomorrow, further highlighting Needles as 
a reliable host community for regional youth athletics. 

 
3. 19th Hole Bar & Grill Now Open at Rivers Edge Golf Course 

The City of Needles is pleased to welcome the 19th Hole Bar & Grill to the 
community following final approval from the San Bernardino County Department 
of Public Health. The project represents a $500,000 investment by the City to 
establish the restaurant at the Rivers Edge Golf Course, adding another 
dining destination along the Colorado River. The City extends its appreciation to 
the City Council for their leadership and investment in this project, as well 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
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as to Development Services Director Kathy Raasch, Building Inspector Will 
Guzman, Director of Golf JJ DeLeon, Economic Development Consultant 
Michael Bracken for his assistance in structuring the lease agreement, and 
business owner Kristin Hoebel for her investment in the community. This new 
restaurant supports the City Council’s goals of strengthening economic 
development, enhancing recreational amenities, and expanding dining options 
for residents and visitors. The 19th Hole Bar & Grill is now open and serving 
the community, and the City will coordinate a ribbon-cutting event in the near 
future to formally celebrate the opening. 

 
4. State Recognition for Red Dog Saloon & Community Engagement 

Today, staff from the office of Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez visited Needles 
to present a proclamation recognizing the opening of the Red Dog Saloon and 
the investment made by owners Andy and Jay in the downtown district. The City 
appreciates the Assemblymember’s support and the time his office took to travel 
to Needles to recognize this important local business milestone. Investments 
like the Red Dog Saloon contribute to the continued revitalization of the 
downtown corridor and strengthen the local economy. The City thanks 
Assemblymember Gonzalez for his leadership and partnership with the Needles 
community, and also extends appreciation to Jacinto for making the trip to 
present the proclamation. Assemblymember Gonzalez’s office will also have 
staff present at the 4th Annual Resource & Job Fair on March 18, 2026, from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at El Garces Historic Train Depot, providing residents 
an opportunity to connect directly with the Assemblymember’s team while also 
meeting with employers and community partners offering job opportunities and 
essential services. 
 

5. Colorado River Round Up Rodeo – Upcoming Reminder 
The 48th Annual Colorado River Round Up Rodeo will return to Needles on 
April 3–4, 2026, at the Needles Rodeo Grounds. Hosted by the Needles Rodeo 
Association, this longstanding event continues to draw residents and regional 
visitors for a weekend celebrating western heritage, rodeo competition, and 
family-friendly activities. The Rodeo Store will be open at 920 W Broadway in 
Needles from March 30 through April 2, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
where presale tickets and official event shirts featuring the 48th Colorado River 
Round Up graphic will be available. Shirts are priced at $20 (sizes M–2X). 
Presale ticket prices are $10 per day for ages 18 and over, $5 per day for ages 
6–17, and free for children 5 and under. Two-day tickets are available for $15 
(ages 18+) and $5 (ages 6–17) and are available only at the Rodeo Store. 
Community members are encouraged to mark their calendars and support this 
historic Needles tradition. For additional information, call 760-333-5255, and 
please refer to the attached flyer. 

 
6. Jack Smith Park Boat Launch – Season Opening Tomorrow 

The City of Needles is excited to welcome residents and visitors back to the 
Colorado River as the Jack Smith Park Boat Launch Facility opens for the 
season tomorrow, March 7, 2026. The launch will operate on weekends 
throughout March, with daily access beginning April 1 through the end of 
September before returning to weekend operations in October. Boaters can 
purchase a $20 Day-Use Launch Pass or a $180 Annual Launch Pass at the 
on-site kiosk, and residents are encouraged to secure their annual pass early—
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last year all 700 passes sold out before July. With warmer weather arriving and 
another busy river season ahead, we look forward to seeing our community and 
visitors enjoying one of Needles’ most popular recreational destinations. For 
additional information, please contact Jennifer Valenzuela at (760) 326-2814. 
 

7. Red Dog Saloon Reopening & Route 66 Utility Box Art Unveiling – Recap 
The Red Dog Saloon celebrated its ribbon cutting this past weekend, marking 
the reopening of one of Downtown Needles’ longstanding establishments. The 
City of Needles thanks the Needles Chamber of Commerce for hosting the 
event and recognizes Jay and Andy for their investment in revitalizing this 
historic business following the passing of former owner Ty Cavanaugh. Their 
commitment represents another positive step in the continued reinvestment 
occurring throughout the downtown corridor. During the event, the City also 
unveiled the Route 66 Centennial Utility Box Art Project, transforming nine utility 
boxes along Historic Route 66 into vibrant public art that reflects the 
community’s pride and connection to the Mother Road. The artwork, completed 
by artist Gabriel Pecina, enhances the downtown streetscape and supports the 
City’s ongoing beautification efforts during the Route 66 Centennial year. The 
City also thanks Caltrans District 8 for their partnership in helping bring this 
project to life. 
 

8. Needles Little League Opening Ceremonies 
Needles Little League kicked off its 2026 season this week with Opening 
Ceremonies held at Ed Parry and Phillips Field. A total of 112 youth athletes, 
ages 4–12, are participating this season, beginning with Tee Ball and continuing 
through the various Little League divisions. The event brought the community 
together to celebrate the start of the season and recognize the importance of 
youth sports in Needles. During the ceremony, Needles Little League honored 
the legacy of Pete Rodriguez V by retiring the #5 jersey in his memory. The City 
also thanks Curtis Devine for his generous donation to Needles Little League in 
support of fundraising efforts for the Little League Shade Structure Project. The 
organization is currently seeking an additional $20,000 to complete the project. 
Community members interested in supporting the effort may contact Josh Raley 
directly at (760) 220-7886. 
 

9. Spring Into Action – Community Cleanup Day 
This past weekend, the City of Needles successfully kicked off its spring cleanup 
efforts with the Spring Into Action – Community Cleanup Day held at Third 
Street and J Street. Approximately a dozen volunteers came out to support the 
effort, collecting numerous bags of debris and helping improve the appearance 
of this key corridor. The City provided cleanup supplies, including bags, gloves, 
and pickers, and we appreciate the residents and community members who 
took the time to participate. Their efforts reflect the strong sense of pride and 
community spirit that continues to make Needles a special place. The City will 
continue hosting additional spring cleanup opportunities throughout the month 
as part of our seasonal beautification efforts. 
 

10. Code Enforcement – Community Cleanup Efforts 
Code Enforcement continues working with property owners throughout the 
community to address overgrown vegetation and general property maintenance. 
A recent example is the downtown Nursery property, where the property owners 
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hired a private crew to remove overgrown vegetation and clean up the site, 
improving visibility, reducing potential fire hazards, and enhancing the 
appearance of a key downtown corridor. The City appreciates property owners 
who take proactive steps to maintain their properties, as these efforts directly 
support the City Council’s goals of strengthening neighborhood pride, improving 
community aesthetics, and maintaining a safe and welcoming environment. To 
further support community cleanup efforts, the City will host its Annual Bulky 
Waste Drop-Off Event on March 21, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
multiple neighborhood locations (see attached flyer for details). Residents are 
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity and continue participating in 
the Needles Pride initiative as we work together to keep Needles clean, safe, 
and well maintained. 
 

11. Needles Pride – Crews Continue Vegetation Removal Across City 
This week, Utility and Public Works crews continued advancing the City’s 
Needles Pride initiative by addressing overgrown vegetation and improving 
several highly visible areas throughout the community. Crews removed two 
dead trees along Front Street, cleared overgrown vegetation around the railroad 
underpass, and completed cleanup efforts near the Historic Needles Wagon 
monument. Staff also focused on Train Park, where crews worked throughout 
the week removing weeds and overgrowth, with final cleanup scheduled for 
completion today. Crews also completed vegetation removal along key 
corridors, including N Street, K Street, and Broadway leading to the stop sign. 
These efforts help improve the appearance of key gateways and public spaces 
while supporting safety and community pride. The City continues to lead by 
example through the Needles Pride Program and encourages residents to assist 
by maintaining their properties and reporting concerns through the Needles 
Connect app, available on the Google Play Store (Android) and Apple App Store 
(iOS) or by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9).  
 

12. Household Hazardous Waste Collection – Tomorrow 
Residents are reminded that the Household Hazardous Waste Collection event 
will take place tomorrow, Saturday, March 7, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. at the Needles Public Works Yard, 112 Robuffa Street. Residents may 
safely dispose of items such as paint, batteries, motor oil and filters, electronics, 
medications, and home-generated sharps in approved containers. The event is 
for household waste only; business waste will not be accepted. Proper disposal 
helps protect the environment and prevents hazardous materials from entering 
landfills and storm drains. For more information, residents may contact the San 
Bernardino County Fire Protection District Household Hazardous Waste 
Program or visit www.sbcfire.org/hhw. 

 
13. Homebound Meal Program – Community Support 

Tri-State Community Healthcare, in partnership with Route 66 Pharmacy, 
Colorado River Home Health, Direct Hospice, and the Needles Women’s Club, 
will host a Homebound Meal Program for residents of Needles on March 10, 
2026. The program provides free meals for homebound residents to help ensure 
members of the community with limited mobility have access to a warm and 
nutritious meal. The meal of the day will be a Pulled Pork Burrito Bowl with 
rice and beans, prepared by the Needles Women’s Club. Homebound 
residents interested in participating are encouraged to register in advance, as 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
http://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
http://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
http://www.sbcfire.org/hhw
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meals are limited and available while supplies last. Residents may register by 
visiting the following link. For additional information, please contact 
Jocelyn.Alvarado@tristateclinics.org.  

 
14. PVC Needles Center – 5K Color Run (Last Chance to Register) 

Palo Verde College Needles Center will host its annual 5K Color Run & Walk 
Scholarship Event on March 21, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m., with check-in at 
7:30 a.m. at 725 W. Broadway. This community event supports scholarships for 
students attending the Needles Center and helps invest in the future of local 
education. Registration is $25 per participant and includes an event T-shirt, race 
bib, lunch, snacks, and a participation certificate, with awards for top finishers in 
each age category. The deadline to register and guarantee event items is 
March 14, 2026, making this the last chance to register. Last year’s inaugural 
event welcomed 88 participants and raised more than $8,500 to support 
Needles Center students. Community members may register at 
https://bit.ly/Ndls5k. Residents who wish to support local students but are 
unable to participate may donate to the Palo Verde College Foundation 
(501(c)(3)), with proceeds benefiting scholarships for Needles Center students 
at this link. For more information, contact (760) 326-5033 or visit 
www.paloverde.edu. 
 

15. Needles Sunday Market – Season Extended 
The Needles Sunday Market at Santa Fe Park continues to see strong 
community participation and has now been extended through April 2026, as 
shown in the attached announcement. Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the 
weekly market brings together residents, visitors, and local vendors offering 
fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, handmade items, and other locally 
produced goods. The market is held every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
at Santa Fe Park, located at 950 Front Street. Continued participation from the 
community helps support small businesses, local entrepreneurs, and community 
engagement. The City appreciates the efforts of Tumbleweed Markets and the 
vendors who contribute to the success of this weekly event and encourages 
residents to continue supporting the market. 
 

16. Community Events Calendar Now Live 
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single 
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local 
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s 
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at 
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync 
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay 
informed and engaged. 

  
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=L-pHXuOxc0K5l8KGf3GRDhv436LtqKBOuIwoMsVsYLlUQkFJUTJIMk9WWTNKUE9LNUNHSldPOUlMNS4u
mailto:Jocelyn.Alvarado@tristateclinics.org
https://bit.ly/Ndls5k
https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/PaloVerdeCollegeFoundation/PATHtoGiving.html
http://www.paloverde.edu/
https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/


1. OHMV COMMUNITY MEETING



2. SPRING CLASSIC REC BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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8. LITTLE LEAGUE OPENING CEREMONY
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9. SPRING CLEANUP EVENT



10. CODE ENFORCEMENT CLEANUP
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11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION



11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION



11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION



11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION



11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION



11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION



12. COUNTY WASTE COLLECTION EVENT



13. HOMEBOUND MEAL PROGRAM



14. PALO VERDE 5K RUN



15. NEEDLES SUNDAY MARKET EXTENSION


