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MEMORANDUM

TO: HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
FROM: PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: WEEKLY MEMORANDUM

DATE: March 6, 2026

1. OHV Pilot Program — Community Education Meeting
The City of Needles will host a community education meeting regarding the Off-
Highway Vehicle (OHV) Pilot Program on March 26, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. in the
City Council Chambers, 1111 Bailey Avenue. The meeting will provide an
overview of how the OHV Pilot Program will operate within the City, including
designated routes, operational requirements, and compliance expectations.
Representatives from local law enforcement will also be present to discuss
enforcement procedures, safety guidelines, and answer questions from
residents and OHV users. This meeting is part of the City’s ongoing effort to
ensure the community has a clear understanding of the program prior to
implementation. Residents are encouraged to attend and participate in the
discussion. Please refer to the attached flyer for additional information.

2. Needles Spring Classic Basketball Tournament
The City of Needles continues to strengthen its reputation as a destination for
sports tourism by hosting the 19th Annual Needles Spring Classic Basketball
Tournament from March 6-8, 2026. Games are being played at the Needles
Recreation Center, Needles High School, and Desert Star Academy, bringing
teams and families from across the region to compete in this long-standing
community event. Pool play has been competitive and well attended, generating
activity for local restaurants, hotels, and small businesses throughout the
weekend. Events such as this support the City Council’s goals of promoting
sports and recreational tourism, activating public facilities, and strengthening
Needles’ identity as the Gateway to California along Route 66 and the Colorado
River. Championship games conclude tomorrow, further highlighting Needles as
a reliable host community for regional youth athletics.

3. 19th Hole Bar & Grill Now Open at Rivers Edge Golf Course
The City of Needles is pleased to welcome the 19th Hole Bar & Girill to the
community following final approval from the San Bernardino County Department
of Public Health. The project represents a $500,000 investment by the City to
establish the restaurant at the Rivers Edge Golf Course, adding another
dining destination along the Colorado River. The City extends its appreciation to
the City Council for their leadership and investment in this project, as well
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as to Development Services Director Kathy Raasch, Building Inspector Will
Guzman, Director of Golf JJ DeLeon, Economic Development Consultant
Michael Bracken for his assistance in structuring the lease agreement, and
business owner Kristin Hoebel for her investment in the community. This new
restaurant supports the City Council’s goals of strengthening economic
development, enhancing recreational amenities, and expanding dining options
for residents and visitors. The 19th Hole Bar & Grill is now open and serving
the community, and the City will coordinate a ribbon-cutting event in the near
future to formally celebrate the opening.

. State Recognition for Red Dog Saloon & Community Engagement

Today, staff from the office of Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez visited Needles
to present a proclamation recognizing the opening of the Red Dog Saloon and
the investment made by owners Andy and Jay in the downtown district. The City
appreciates the Assemblymember’s support and the time his office took to travel
to Needles to recognize this important local business milestone. Investments
like the Red Dog Saloon contribute to the continued revitalization of the
downtown corridor and strengthen the local economy. The City thanks
Assemblymember Gonzalez for his leadership and partnership with the Needles
community, and also extends appreciation to Jacinto for making the trip to
present the proclamation. Assemblymember Gonzalez's office will also have
staff present at the 4th Annual Resource & Job Fair on March 18, 2026, from
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at El Garces Historic Train Depot, providing residents
an opportunity to connect directly with the Assemblymember’s team while also
meeting with employers and community partners offering job opportunities and
essential services.

. Colorado River Round Up Rodeo — Upcoming Reminder

The 48th Annual Colorado River Round Up Rodeo will return to Needles on
April 3-4, 2026, at the Needles Rodeo Grounds. Hosted by the Needles Rodeo
Association, this longstanding event continues to draw residents and regional
visitors for a weekend celebrating western heritage, rodeo competition, and
family-friendly activities. The Rodeo Store will be open at 920 W Broadway in
Needles from March 30 through April 2, 2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
where presale tickets and official event shirts featuring the 48th Colorado River
Round Up graphic will be available. Shirts are priced at $20 (sizes M—2X).
Presale ticket prices are $10 per day for ages 18 and over, $5 per day for ages
6-17, and free for children 5 and under. Two-day tickets are available for $15
(ages 18+) and $5 (ages 6-17) and are available only at the Rodeo Store.
Community members are encouraged to mark their calendars and support this
historic Needles tradition. For additional information, call 760-333-5255, and
please refer to the attached flyer.

. Jack Smith Park Boat Launch — Season Opening Tomorrow

The City of Needles is excited to welcome residents and visitors back to the
Colorado River as the Jack Smith Park Boat Launch Facility opens for the
season tomorrow, March 7, 2026. The launch will operate on weekends
throughout March, with daily access beginning April 1 through the end of
September before returning to weekend operations in October. Boaters can
purchase a $20 Day-Use Launch Pass or a $180 Annual Launch Pass at the
on-site kiosk, and residents are encouraged to secure their annual pass early—
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last year all 700 passes sold out before July. With warmer weather arriving and
another busy river season ahead, we look forward to seeing our community and
visitors enjoying one of Needles’ most popular recreational destinations. For
additional information, please contact Jennifer Valenzuela at (760) 326-2814.

7. Red Dog Saloon Reopening & Route 66 Utility Box Art Unveiling — Recap
The Red Dog Saloon celebrated its ribbon cutting this past weekend, marking
the reopening of one of Downtown Needles’ longstanding establishments. The
City of Needles thanks the Needles Chamber of Commerce for hosting the
event and recognizes Jay and Andy for their investment in revitalizing this
historic business following the passing of former owner Ty Cavanaugh. Their
commitment represents another positive step in the continued reinvestment
occurring throughout the downtown corridor. During the event, the City also
unveiled the Route 66 Centennial Utility Box Art Project, transforming nine utility
boxes along Historic Route 66 into vibrant public art that reflects the
community’s pride and connection to the Mother Road. The artwork, completed
by artist Gabriel Pecina, enhances the downtown streetscape and supports the
City’s ongoing beautification efforts during the Route 66 Centennial year. The
City also thanks Caltrans District 8 for their partnership in helping bring this
project to life.

8. Needles Little League Opening Ceremonies
Needles Little League kicked off its 2026 season this week with Opening
Ceremonies held at Ed Parry and Phillips Field. A total of 112 youth athletes,
ages 4-12, are participating this season, beginning with Tee Ball and continuing
through the various Little League divisions. The event brought the community
together to celebrate the start of the season and recognize the importance of
youth sports in Needles. During the ceremony, Needles Little League honored
the legacy of Pete Rodriguez V by retiring the #5 jersey in his memory. The City
also thanks Curtis Devine for his generous donation to Needles Little League in
support of fundraising efforts for the Little League Shade Structure Project. The
organization is currently seeking an additional $20,000 to complete the project.
Community members interested in supporting the effort may contact Josh Raley
directly at (760) 220-7886.

9. Spring Into Action — Community Cleanup Day
This past weekend, the City of Needles successfully kicked off its spring cleanup
efforts with the Spring Into Action — Community Cleanup Day held at Third
Street and J Street. Approximately a dozen volunteers came out to support the
effort, collecting numerous bags of debris and helping improve the appearance
of this key corridor. The City provided cleanup supplies, including bags, gloves,
and pickers, and we appreciate the residents and community members who
took the time to participate. Their efforts reflect the strong sense of pride and
community spirit that continues to make Needles a special place. The City will
continue hosting additional spring cleanup opportunities throughout the month
as part of our seasonal beautification efforts.

10.Code Enforcement — Community Cleanup Efforts
Code Enforcement continues working with property owners throughout the
community to address overgrown vegetation and general property maintenance.
A recent example is the downtown Nursery property, where the property owners
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11.

hired a private crew to remove overgrown vegetation and clean up the site,
improving visibility, reducing potential fire hazards, and enhancing the
appearance of a key downtown corridor. The City appreciates property owners
who take proactive steps to maintain their properties, as these efforts directly
support the City Council’s goals of strengthening neighborhood pride, improving
community aesthetics, and maintaining a safe and welcoming environment. To
further support community cleanup efforts, the City will host its Annual Bulky
Waste Drop-Off Event on March 21, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at
multiple neighborhood locations (see attached flyer for details). Residents are
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity and continue participating in
the Needles Pride initiative as we work together to keep Needles clean, safe,
and well maintained.

Needles Pride — Crews Continue Vegetation Removal Across City

This week, Utility and Public Works crews continued advancing the City’s
Needles Pride initiative by addressing overgrown vegetation and improving
several highly visible areas throughout the community. Crews removed two
dead trees along Front Street, cleared overgrown vegetation around the railroad
underpass, and completed cleanup efforts near the Historic Needles Wagon
monument. Staff also focused on Train Park, where crews worked throughout
the week removing weeds and overgrowth, with final cleanup scheduled for
completion today. Crews also completed vegetation removal along key
corridors, including N Street, K Street, and Broadway leading to the stop sign.
These efforts help improve the appearance of key gateways and public spaces
while supporting safety and community pride. The City continues to lead by
example through the Needles Pride Program and encourages residents to assist
by maintaining their properties and reporting concerns through the Needles
Connect app, available on the Google Play Store (Android) and Apple App Store
(iIOS) or by calling 760-326-2115 (press #9).

12.Household Hazardous Waste Collection — Tomorrow

Residents are reminded that the Household Hazardous Waste Collection event
will take place tomorrow, Saturday, March 7, 2026, from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00
a.m. at the Needles Public Works Yard, 112 Robuffa Street. Residents may
safely dispose of items such as paint, batteries, motor oil and filters, electronics,
medications, and home-generated sharps in approved containers. The event is
for household waste only; business waste will not be accepted. Proper disposal
helps protect the environment and prevents hazardous materials from entering
landfills and storm drains. For more information, residents may contact the San
Bernardino County Fire Protection District Household Hazardous Waste
Program or visit www.sbcfire.org/hhw.

13.Homebound Meal Program — Community Support

Tri-State Community Healthcare, in partnership with Route 66 Pharmacy,
Colorado River Home Health, Direct Hospice, and the Needles Women’s Club,
will host a Homebound Meal Program for residents of Needles on March 10,
2026. The program provides free meals for homebound residents to help ensure
members of the community with limited mobility have access to a warm and
nutritious meal. The meal of the day will be a Pulled Pork Burrito Bowl with
rice and beans, prepared by the Needles Women’s Club. Homebound
residents interested in participating are encouraged to register in advance, as
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meals are limited and available while supplies last. Residents may register by
visiting the following link. For additional information, please contact
Jocelyn.Alvarado@tristateclinics.org.

14.PVC Needles Center — 5K Color Run (Last Chance to Register)
Palo Verde College Needles Center will host its annual 5K Color Run & Walk
Scholarship Event on March 21, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m., with check-in at
7:30 a.m. at 725 W. Broadway. This community event supports scholarships for
students attending the Needles Center and helps invest in the future of local
education. Registration is $25 per participant and includes an event T-shirt, race
bib, lunch, snacks, and a participation certificate, with awards for top finishers in
each age category. The deadline to register and guarantee event items is
March 14, 2026, making this the last chance to register. Last year’s inaugural
event welcomed 88 participants and raised more than $8,500 to support
Needles Center students. Community members may register at
https://bit.ly/NdIs5k. Residents who wish to support local students but are
unable to participate may donate to the Palo Verde College Foundation
(501(c)(3)), with proceeds benefiting scholarships for Needles Center students
at this link. For more information, contact (760) 326-5033 or visit
www.paloverde.edu.

15.Needles Sunday Market — Season Extended
The Needles Sunday Market at Santa Fe Park continues to see strong
community participation and has now been extended through April 2026, as
shown in the attached announcement. Hosted by Tumbleweed Markets Inc., the
weekly market brings together residents, visitors, and local vendors offering
fresh produce, baked goods, coffee, flowers, handmade items, and other locally
produced goods. The market is held every Sunday from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
at Santa Fe Park, located at 950 Front Street. Continued participation from the
community helps support small businesses, local entrepreneurs, and community
engagement. The City appreciates the efforts of Tumbleweed Markets and the
vendors who contribute to the success of this weekly event and encourages
residents to continue supporting the market.

16.Community Events Calendar Now Live
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—a single
source for community events, civic meetings, and community programs. Local
organizations are invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s
Office to keep the calendar current and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Residents can subscribe and sync
the calendar to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay
informed and engaged.
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1. OHMV COMMUNITY MEETING

OFF—HIGHVWWVWAY WVEHICLIE

(OHV) PILOT PROGRANM
CONMMUNITY EDUCATION MEETING

LEARN ABOUT THE NEW OHV
PILOT PROGRANVM INTHE CITY OF NEEDLES

Join us for an iNformational meeting to learm how the
Off-Highway Vehicle (OHWVW) Pilot Program will operate within the City
and get yvour questions answered by officials ¢ AR

Public Meeting
NMarch 26, 2026 -—
500 PV .

MNeedles City Councii Chambers
1111 Bailey Avenue
Needles, CA 92363

Overviewvw of OHW
Pilot Program Operation

=
Review OHV Routes,
Rules & Compliance

Law Enforcement Guidance
E Safety Information

Local law enforcement will be present to
address traffic enforcement, safety expec—
tations, and compliance requirerments.

-==:=lForMore INnFformabtioOn == s m o o mn s w E m .  e  E  e  e mee = = = o = e e s o o

[E[E] ] city of Needles | 1111 Bailey Avenue - Needies, CA 92362



2. SPRING CLASSIC REC BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
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GAMES WILL BE PLAYED FRIDAY~ SUNDAY
\MARCH 6 ~ 8, 2026

BRACKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
CITV OF NEEDLES PARKS AND RECREATION
QUESTIONS CALL (760) 326-2814

GYM LOCATIONS: ™" NEEDLES RECREATION CENTER™™ NEEDLES HIGH SCHOOL™"DESERT STAR ACADEMY
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5. NEEDLES RODEO
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MEDICAIN CENTER

PRESENTS THE

48TH COLORADO RIVER ROUND UP
APRIL 3 & 4, 2026

NEEDLES RODEO GROUNDS 1001 SAN CLEMENTE STREET

*RODEO DANCE*
“Littletown"
Presented by the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe

*SPECIAL EVENTS*
# Junior Barrel Race presented by Campbell Redi-Mix
Call Mike Shott at 760-218-4891 to register.
# 8th Annual Cornhole Tourney
Call Wade Evans at 760-220-1039
# Local Contestants -
Call Mike Shott at 760-218-4891 from March 1-27
# Mutton Bustin' - call Judy Thornton at 760-333-5255

*THE RODEO STORE*

March 30-April 2
920 W. Broadway in Needles
10am-4pm
*TICKETS* PRESALE TICKETS
Ages 5 and under - free 2-Day Adults - $15
Ages8-17 - $5 2-Day Kids - $5

Ages 18 and over - $10 Rodeo Store only

Coordinated by Needles Rodeo Association
Facebook at Needles Rodeo/CRRU
needlesrodeo@outlook.com www.needlesrodeo.com

For more info, call Judy Thornton @ 760-333-5255
(N0 OUTSDE ALCOHOL PERMITTED)

VIP AREA

Presented by Bullhead City

._ ‘ A Colorado River Nl%cli_(}al Center
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THE RED DOG RIBBON CUTTING
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7. THE RED DOG RIBBON CUTTING
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7. THE RED DOG RIBBON CUTTING
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8. LITTLE LEAGUE OPENING CEREMONY
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8. LITTLE LEAGUE OPENING CEREMONY
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9. SPRING CLEANUP EVENT
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0. CODE ENFORCEMENT CLEANUP
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10. CODE ENFORCEMENT CLEANUP

=/ITY OF NEEDL ES RESIIDEM TS CONLY™

BULKY WASTE

DROP-OFF EVENT

FREE DISPOSAL OF TRASH & BULKY ITEMS

SEE LIST BELOW FOR WHAT

IS NOT ACCEPTED

Saturday, March 21 st,

2025

- & amm T moon -

Event will end earlier

if container eguipment is full

Locations: Gates (Safari Drive), North K (Near Underpass),
Vista (Nikki Bunch Ball Field), & Cibola (Robuffa) Subdivisions

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Rainie Torrance,

rtorrancedcityofneedles.com, 760-326-2115 ext 140

NOT

ACCEPTED

Hazardous Waste of any kind
Commercial Waste

INndustrial Waste from businesses
Motor Qil/Used Filters

Household Cleaners

Sharp Objects/Needles
Fluorescent Tubes

Space Heaters

Musical Cards

Radioactive Wastes

Non-Sharp Medical Waste
VWastes from foreclosed properties
Auto & Household Batteries
Pesticides & Fertilizers

TV's & Computer Monitors
Microwave Ovens

Stereos or Radios

Clothes lrons

Medical Waste
Tire/Appliances
Non-Sharp Medical Waste
Antifreeze

Medications

CPU's & Printers
Telephone/Cellphones
VCRs/DVD Player
Asbestos

Alir Conditioners



11. CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION

compliance with City Codes.

@& NEEDLES PRIDE

Needles residents care about their commmunity and so should yvyou! The Needles Pride initiative is a
neighborhood focus program aimed at improving the community by working
property owners, area residents, and local businesses to clean up neighborhoods and maintain

Please take the time to evaluate your property and correct any violations you may have.

~
=

Howv to Participate in the City-Wide Clean-Up

BEAUTIFICATION

Maintain Landscaping

Maintain landscape in healthy condition by
proper irrigating, trimming, edging, and
removing weeds, and dead plants

Clear Storage

Outside storage including but not limited to
furniture, household items, yard equipment,
building material, vehicle parts, and

appliacnces must be kept out of public eye.

Park in Designated Areas

Vehicles are required to be parked on
existing driveways or approved surfaces.
Parking is not allowed on dirt, vacant lots,
front yards, or decorative landscapes.

CODE VIOLATIONS

Inoperative Vehicles

Vehicles that are unlicensed,
wrecked, damaged, or in disrepair
may not be stored in public view.

Trash Containers

Trash containers shall not be
stored in front yards or on
sidewalks except when placed in
areas of collection at the time
permitted.

Bulky Items
Keep sidewalks clear of discarded

households items such as furniture,

appliances, electronics, and more.
You may schedule up to three (3)
bulky item pick ups per year by
calling Republic Services at 928-
758-9135.

in partnership with

If you have questions about the Needles Pride initiative contact Code Enforcement Officer

Bernie Hatz at (760) 326-5700, ext. 129. You can also conveniently reach out
through the Needles Connect app, available for free on

Android and Apple devices. Let's work together to make Needles shine!

ml T '
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CITY LEAD BEAUTIFICATION
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12. COUNTY WASTE COLLECTION EVENT

March 07, 2026 |

Needles Residents:

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION

Za.m.to1l1Ta.m.

Needles City Yard, 112 Robuffa Street, Needles, CA 92363

Funded By

CalRecycle2®

CYC L
E D

£l E
1 OIL

We Accept...

*

.

1

.

.

+

Antifreeze

Auto & Household Batteries
Computer Monitors, TVs
CPUs, Printers
Fluorescent Tubes

Home-Generated Sharps/Needles in
approved container

Household Cleaners

Medications — separate liquids from
solids (excluding controlled substances)
Microwave Ovens

Motor Oil/Used Filters

Musical Cards, Clothes Irons

Paint Products

Pesticides & Fertilizers

Space Heaters, Stereos, Radios
Telephones

VCRs/DVD Players

We Do NOT Accept...

-

Asbestos

Business/Commercial Wastes
Explosives

Medical Wastes other than sharps
Radiocactive Wastes

Reactives

Tire, Appliances, Furniture,

Air Conditioner, etc.

Wastes from foreclosed properties
& non-profit organizations

SAN BERNARDINO

COUNTY

Cosponsored by San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors,
City of Needles, and San Bernardino County Fire Protection District

Take the last step! Recycle your
USED MOTOR OIL and OIL FILTERS!?

- Dumping used oil (or any chemical) is a crime — legally
and environmentally

- Dumped cil contaminates ground water — our drinking
water source

= Used oil is insoluble and can contain toxic chemicals

Used oil kills plant and aquatic life

One pint of used oil can create an acre-sized oil slick on

surface waters

Remember when recycling oil to...

- Drain your oil from cars, trucks, motorcycles, boats, recreational vehicles, lawnmowers,
etc., into a reusable, sealable container.

« Do not dump oil on the ground, in the gutter or storm drain, or throw in the trash

- Do not mix anything with the oil (water, paint, pesticides, diesel, antifreeze or gasoline)

Before transporting, be sure that...

- Waste is properly labeled or in its original container

- The container is no larger than 5 gallons. Transport no more than 15 gallons or 125 lbs.
- Containers are sound and not leaking

= Sharps/needles must be placed in approved containers. Sharps/needles will
Nnot be accepted in plastic bags, coffee cans, milk jugs, or soda cans

- Waste is securely placed in the back of the vehicle for safe transport

The following guidelines apply:

+« Household Hazardous Waste ONLY. No Business-Generated Waste Accepted
= San Bernardino County Residents ONLY. Identification will be required

- No Early Birds (waste brought before 7:00a.m. will hot be accepted)

- Waste must be accepted by County Fire Protection District personnel

- Remain in vehicle at all times

For questions or more information, contact:

San Bernardino County Fire Protection District,
Household Hazardous Waste Program

909-382-5401 or

1-800-OILY-CAT (1-800-645-9228)
Visit Sbcfire.org/hhw




13. HOMEBOUND MEAL PROGRAM

HOMEBOUND
MEAL PROGRAM

Serving Homebound Residents of Needles,CA

{ e :\ THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS CROUTE

P Akl I B’ COMMUNITY HEALTHCARE
MARCH 10, 2026
- "". 3 :‘ o - ,9_:}
AN e O

Pharmacy

v NG

M eal Of th e D ay Food prepared by
“Pulled Pork Burrito Bowl
w/rice & beans”

WE ARE NOT REPONSIBLE FOR ANY FOOD ALLERGY. IF YOU HAVE SENSITIVIES,
PLEASE CHECK MENU BEFORE ORDERING. .



14. PALO VERDE 5K RUN

P A L ©O Vv E R D E C O L LL E G E

ﬁ “& FOUNDATION

WHERE KNOWLEDGE TAKES ROOT AND OPPORTUNITY GROWS

NEEDLES CENTER
SCEFEHEOLARSEIINF

=298

REGISTRATION

SATU R DAY $25 PER PERSON, INCLUDES TSHIRT & MEAL

12 years & Under

Age Laltegories:
MARCH 21, 2026
3 - 49 years
r 4 L b
-} y e : S \

STARTS AT PALO VERDE COLLEGE
AT 9AM; CHECK-IN AT 7:30 AM

For more information call (760) 326-5033 EE Ny o TLE _::- https://bit.ly/Ndis5k
or visit www.paloverde.edu

725 W. Broadway, Needles, CA 92363



15. NEEDLES SUNDAY MARKET EXTENSION

NOW EXTENDED _ T
THROUGH APRIL ¥ & *

¥ »

8AM -~ Noon

Santa Fe Park « Needles, CA X

‘

SANTA FE PARK
950 FRONT ST. NEEDLES, CA
EVERY SUNDAY FROM 8AM - 12PM PST




