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MEMORANDUM 
To:  Arturo Ceja, Director of Finance and Accounting 

From: Brian Macy & Jeff Nutter 

Date:  February 14th, 2023  

Subject: Portable Generator Purchase 

 
The Construction and Maintenance Department (C&M) is requesting the purchase of 
three (3) new portable Cummins generators for $501,000. The current MSWD 

generators range in age from 25 to 30 years old, are no longer reliable, and do not 
meet the stringent South Coast Air Quality Mitigation District (AQMD) requirements.  

 
Based on the findings of an Operations Assessment - Permanent and Portable 

Generators memorandum dated December 8, 2021, C&M researched various generation 
options and identified four suitable brands: Caterpillar, Cummins, JCB, and Power Plus.  
We evaluated the generators based on several criteria including: power output (to 

sustain our critical operations in the event of a power outage), fuel efficiency, 
durability, maintenance costs, ability to meet current and known future AQMD 

requirements, and cost.  Below are the models which met the needs of the District and 
their costs. 
 
Manufacturer Model kW Voltage Quoted Price Price/kW 

Caterpillar CAT XQ230 200kW 240/480 $152,200 $766.50 

Cummins C275D2RE 275kW 240/480 $166,600 $606.00 

JCB HRJW325 260kW 240/480 $156,500 $602.00 

Power Plus QAS200 200kW 277/480 $153,700 $768.50 

Power Plus QAS300 300kW 240/480 $197,200 $657.00 

 
As the costs between Cummins and JCB are so similar, we then took into further 
consideration the brand’s reputation, customer feedback, and warranties. Based on our 

research, Cummins has a strong reputation for producing durable, high-quality portable 
generators.  Additionally, customer reviews of Cummins generators have been 

overwhelmingly positive, with many users praising the brand’s excellent performance, 
ease of use, and reliability.  Consequently, Cummins has been selected for the new 
Regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility.  Therefore, after careful consideration and 

evaluation of multiple options, we concluded that Cummins generators offers MSWD the 
best value and reliability for our needs.   

 
We propose that the $501,000 be allocated from capital job number 11717 which has a 
balance of $537,375.00.  

 
Attachments:  Supplier quotes  
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