
Text Amendments to the City of Montgomery TX Municipal Code 
Chapter 64, Vendor Ordinance, and Section 98-88,Table of Permitted 
and Special Uses, to Provide City Regulations for the Operation of a 
Mobile Food Unit / Mobile Food Court Within the City of Montgomery.

• History
• Amendment Process 
• Main Changes



History: Regulating this type of activity has been discussed at the policy level for the 
past couple of years.  Regulatory issues have been discussed, text amendments have 
been proposed, however no changes were adopted.

Amendment Process:  Review current ordinance and issues.  Determine best practices 
in local government for this activity.  Research comparable communities’ ordinances, 
determine what has worked and what hasn’t for that city, tailor an ordinance to fit the 
needs of our city and bring forward for community discussion/input, and 
subsequently to the governing body for adoption consideration



Main Changes
Expanded Definitions.  Included definitions to include Mobile Food Court and Mobile Food Unit

Mobile food court means a land use approved through a Special Use Permit (SEE Sec. 98-27. - Special use permits and Sec. 98-88. - Table of permitted uses and 
special uses) and developed in conformity with an approved site plan, where two or more mobile food vendors congregate to offer edible goods for sale to the 
public. 

Mobile food unit/Mobile Food Vendor means a vehicle mounted, self or otherwise propelled, self-contained food service operation designed to be readily 
movable and used to store, prepare, display, serve or sell food.  The term “mobile food unit/vendor” shall include:

1. Mobile food trucks.  A mobile food truck is a self-contained motorized unit selling items defined as edible goods  

2. Concession carts.  A concession cart is a self-contained unit that is moved by non-motorized means

3. Concession trailer.  A concession trailer is a self-contained unit that is pulled by a motorized unit and has no power to move on its own

Added Exemptions.  

(B) Farm products. Any mobile food unit selling only non-refrigerated farm products in an unrefined state is exempt from this article. 

(C) Mobile food units operating under a valid city-issued Street Festival permit or other Special Event permit.

(D) Mobile food units operating as an accessory use to a primary food establishment located on the same property as the permitted primary use. Products 
distributed by a mobile food unit under this subsection must be produced by the on-site primary food establishment.

(E) Cottage food production operations 

(F) Continuously roaming ice cream trucks holding a valid food service permit through the appropriate County Department



Defined locations where this activity is allowed.

Mobile food units may be allowed in the Commercial District (other than the Commercial District with the Historic District Overlay Zone designation 
SEE City Zoning Map), Industrial District and Institutional District after a mobile food unit permit is issued by the city (SEE Sec. 98-88. - Table of 
permitted uses and special uses).

Mobile food units may be permitted in the Historic District Overlay Zone and any other Zoning District in which mobile food units are not allowed 
only after approval through the Special Use process and subsequently a mobile food unit permit issued by the city (SEE Sec. 98-27. - Special use 
permits).

Proposed changes to the permit fee.

Expanded the information requirements for the application.  Cleaned up some of the language in other sections. Removed 
unnecessary/outdated regulations.



Proposed Amendment Sec. 98-88
Table of Permitted Uses and Special Uses



Next Steps

Planning and Zoning Commission Review and Recommendation to CC
• Presented to P&Z on April 04, 2023

• P&Z Commission called for a public hearing on May 02, 2023
• P&Z Commission subsequently transmits their recommendation to the City 

Council

City Council 
• Workshop April 11, 2023 
• Call for public hearing and subsequent consideration for approval 

(TBD)



Discussion
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