CITY OF MINNETRISTA

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM

Subject: Red Oak Neighborhood Speed Reduction Request
Prepared By: Jasper Kruggel, City Administrator
Meeting Date: May 19, 2025

Issue: Staff have received a request to evaluate the speeds in the Red Oak neighborhood.
Overview:

The Red Oak neighborhood consists of Grand View Avenue, Red Oak Lane, and Fairway
Lane. Currently, the east/west portion of Grand View Avenue is designated 20 MPH per
a 1969 ordinance passed by the Village of Minnetrista and approved by Commissioner of
Highways (attached). All other roads in that neighborhood are 30 MPH roadways.

Mission Statement:

The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative manner and provide
opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural resources and maintaining a rural character.



The City received a request from the Community Manager, Lisa Webb of Sharper
Management Company to reduce the speed limit in the rest of the neighborhood to 20
MPH.

Attached you will find a guidance document from the MN House Research group talking
about local authority to change speed limits. Cities like Minnetrista currently have the
authority to reduce “residential roadway” speed limits to 25 MPH. The current areas in
town that are 20 MPH have been grandfathered in from that 1969 ordinance and
subsequent Commissioner of Highways approval.

The Minnetrista Police Department has received three speeding complaints in this
neighborhood in the past five years and has not issued any citations.

The City has a number of items it should consider related to this request.

e Precedence of reducing speed limits in neighborhoods

e Actual impact to speeds if speed limits are reduced from 30 MPH to 25 MPH and
enforcement considerations

e Cost to implement as signage is required if speed limits are reduced
Options related to the Red Oak Neighborhood request are summarized below.

e The City does not have the statutory authority to reduce the speed limits in the
other areas of the neighborhood to 20 MPH

e The City can designate the neighborhood 25 MPH

e The City can designate Grand View Avenue where it is currently 20 MPH to 30
MPH, making it consistent with the other speed limits in the neighborhood

e The City can choose to do nothing

Recommended City Council Action: Public Safety, Community Development, and
Public Works staff will be present to answer any questions related to this request. Staff
will take direction on how to proceed from City Council.

Mission Statement:

The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative manner and provide

opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural resources and maintaining a rural character.



Minnesota Speed Limits
December 2023

General Speed Limits and Requirements

Statutory speed limits. State law sets Minnesota speed limits based on the type of roadway; a limit can
be modified in various cases (as discussed below). The statutory speed limits are: 65 m.p.h. or 70 m.p.h.
for Interstate highways (depending on whether the road is, respectively, within or outside of an
urbanized area of at least 50,000); 65 m.p.h. on divided highways with controlled access; 30 m.p.h. in an
“urban district,” which is any segment of a city street or town road with structures spaced less than 100
feet apart for a minimum distance of a quarter-mile; 10 m.p.h. for alleys, manufactured home parks, and
campgrounds; and a general default of 55 m.p.h. on other roads. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.011; 169.14; 327.27.

Other limits. The speed limit is increased by 10 m.p.h. when passing on two-lane highways posted at 55
m.p.h. or higher. Some limits apply for specific vehicles. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.14, subd. 2a; 169.801.

Due care. State law also prohibits a person from driving “at a speed greater than is reasonable and
prudent under the conditions” and directs drivers to “use due care.” Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 1. The
provision can obligate a motorist to reduce speed to below the posted limit in dangerous conditions.
Similarly, a mandate to “drive at an appropriate reduced speed” applies in specific circumstances, such
as when passing emergency vehicles and with hazards like other traffic. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 3.

Adjusted Speed Limits

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) is authorized to adjust a speed limit higher or
lower than the statutory limits outlined above. To determine the appropriate speed limit, MnDOT
conducts an engineering and traffic study, which analyzes a variety of factors such as: roadway design
and characteristics; traffic volume; crash history; and observed speeds, with a particular focus on the
85th percentile (that is, the speed at or below which 85 percent of vehicles are measured as traveling).

MnDOT can alter the speed limit on trunk highways as well as on roads under the jurisdiction of local
government (e.g., counties for county roads). With local roads, the local authority requests MnDOT to
conduct an engineering and traffic study. Based on the study, MnDOT—not the local authority—then
determines whether to establish or revise an adjusted speed limit. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subds. 4 and 5.

Limited Local Authority

Cities, counties, and towns have some limited power to set or to request adjusted speed limits on roads
that are under their respective jurisdictions. Several distinct provisions govern the adjustments.

= (Cities can set speed limits on city streets without a MnDOT engineering and traffic study but
following other requirements, including that the changes are in a “consistent...manner” and
based on the city’s engineering and analysis procedures. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 5h.

= Under a 2023 provision, local units of government can request MnDOT to designate safe
road zones for various focused traffic safety efforts. This can include speed limit alterations
following an engineering and traffic study. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.065; 169.14, subd. 5i.

= Alocal road authority may reduce the speed limit to 25 m.p.h. on a “residential roadway,”
which is a city street or town road that (1) has a total length of up to a half-mile, or (2) is in
an area zoned exclusively for housing and is not a collector or arterial road. Minn. Stat. §§
169.011, subd. 64; 169.14, subd. 2.

By Matt Burress, matt.burress@house.mn.gov
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Minnesota Speed Limits

= The road authority may reduce the speed limit to 35 m.p.h. in a “rural residential district,”
which is a city street or town road segment with residential houses spaced less than 300
feet apart for at least a quarter-mile. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.011, subd. 69a; 169.14, subd. 2.

= Acity or town can lower the speed limit to 30 m.p.h. when MnDOT has set a higher limit in
an “urban district” (as previously defined) that is at least a quarter-mile long.

= |nschool zones, a local road authority may, based on its own engineering and traffic study,
prescribe a speed limit that is as low as 15 m.p.h. and no more than 30 m.p.h. below the
surrounding limit. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 5a.

= Subject to various requirements, speed limits can also be adjusted on other roadways. This
includes: (1) on streets that have a designated bicycle lane; (2) on park roads; (3) in
manufactured home parks; (4) in alleys; and (5) on roads within Minneapolis parks. Minn.
Stat. §§ 160.263, subd. 4; 169.14, subds. 5¢c and 5e; 327.27; Laws 2021, 1% spec. sess., ch. 5.

Work Zones

There are a couple of ways in which speed limits can get adjusted in road construction or maintenance
areas (known as “work zones”). While there are exceptions, a posted speed limit of 50 m.p.h. or higher
is lowered to 45 m.p.h. when at least one lane of traffic is closed and workers are present. With
restrictions, both MnDOT and local road authorities can also reduce the speed limits when workers are
present, without performing an engineering and traffic study. Minn. Stat. § 169.14, subd. 5d.

Penalties

Fines. Speeding is generally a petty misdemeanor, which carries a base fine that normally ranges from
S40 to $150 (depending on speed) and no prison sentence. In addition to the base fine, there is a $75
court surcharge and a law library fee that might be imposed. Minn. Stat. § 357.021, subd. 6.

Enhancements. The penalty is enhanced in various circumstances. The base fine is doubled if a speeding
violation: (1) occurs in a school zone; (2) is for speeds of 20 m.p.h. or more above the limit, in most
circumstances; or (3) takes place when passing a parked emergency vehicle with flashing lights. The fine
is $300 for a violation in a work zone. A speeding violation becomes a misdemeanor in some situations,
such as when committed in a manner that endangers people or property. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.14; 169.89.

Loss of driving privileges. For driving over 100 m.p.h., a driver’s license will be revoked for at least six
months. Minnesota does not use a point system, but habitual traffic violations, including speeding,
cause removal of driving privileges. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.14, subd. 1a; 171.17.

Violations on a Driver’s Record

Speeding violations are not recorded on the motorist’s driving record maintained by the Department of
Public Safety (DPS) if the driver did not exceed: (1) 10 m.p.h. over the speed limit in a 55 m.p.h. zone; or
(2) 5 m.p.h. over the limit in a 60 m.p.h. zone. Violations are still recorded if the posted speed limit is
below 55 m.p.h., the posted speed limit is above 60 m.p.h., the violation occurred in a commercial
motor vehicle, or the driver holds a commercial driver’s license or permit. Minn. Stat. § 171.12, subd. 6.
Insurance companies and data vendors can access DPS driving records for a fee. The courts keep
separate records.

M N H O U S E Minnesota House Research Department provides nonpartisan legislative, legal, and
information services to the Minnesota House of Representatives. This document

R E S E A R C H can be made available in alternative formats.

www.house.mn.gov/hrd | 651-296-6753 | 155 State Office Building | St. Paul, MN 55155
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VILLAGE OF MINNETRISTA

RESOLUTION NO. 2

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE MINNESOTA HIGHWAY COMMISSIONER
TO SET SPEED LIMITS ON CERTAIN STREETS IN THE VILLAGE OF
MINNETRISTA.

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 169.14, Sub. 5, provides that
the Highway Commissioner may authorize speed zone signs within
the Village of Minnetrista, and
WHEREAS, certain Village streets are in high density residential
areas and are congested and narrow streets with many hazards so
that speeds should be set at lower than 30 miles per hour.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnesota Highway Commissioner
. is hereby requested to authorize the posting of 20 miles per hour
zoneg on the following Minnetrista Village streets:
1) Minneapolis Avenue
2) Maple Crest
3) East View Park
4) Westwood Shores
5) All Island Park roads, including

Tuxedo

Douglas Beach area

6) All Hardscrabble Point roads

7) Loring Acres Road

8) Woodend Farm

Adopted by the Village of Minnetrista, Minnesota at a regular

""" Robert Fillmore, Mayor

< U

Frank R. Thomson, Cler




STATE OF MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
ST. PAUL, MINN. 55101

December 10, 1969

Mr, Frank Thomson
Village Clerk

Warner Way

Mound, Minnesota 55364

In reply refer to: 370
Speed Zoning Village Streets
Minnetrista

Dear Mr. Thomson:

We have completed an engineering and traffic investigation on the following
named village streets as requested in a resolution adopted by the Village
Council on October 6, 1969 and have determined the reasonable and safe speed
as follows:

20 miles per hour on the following streets in the Village of Minnetrista:

Kerri Street Halstead Avenue Cells Place
Maple Crest Koehler Street Wellesley Way
Grand View Avenue  Hardscrabble Road E. Shore Drive
Minneapolis Avenue Loring Acres Drive Tuxedo Road
Eastview Avenue S. Hardscrabble Road Enchanted Lane
Live Oak Drive Kearney Drive Lake View Drive
Lake Shore Drive St. Mary's Road Margaret Circle
Westwood Drive Warner Way Shady Lane
Watson Street Edsall Road

The establishment of the above limit, therefore, is approved, and this will
authorize the installation of proper speed limit signs which shall be in
accordance with the Minnesota Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices.

Sincerely,

'Approved:

Traffic Engineer

Commissioner of Highways

GG




	mn_speed_guidance.pdf
	Minnesota Speed Limits
	General Speed Limits and Requirements
	Adjusted Speed Limits
	Limited Local Authority
	Work Zones
	Penalties
	Violations on a Driver’s Record



