
Mission Statement: 
The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative manner and provide 
opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural resources and maintaining a rural character. 

CITY OF MINNETRISTA 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

Subject:  Gillespie Center Funding Request 

Prepared By: Jasper Kruggel, City Administrator 

Meeting Date:  June 16, 2025 

Issue: The Executive Director of the Gillespie Center, Rhonda Nelson, has requested the 
City of Minnetrista participate in a cost participation agreement for senior activities at the 
facility.   

Overview: From 2012-2021, the City of Minnetrista participated in funding the Gillespie 
Center at a rate of $34,000 per year for ten years.  Representatives from the Gillespie 
Center along with the City liaison to the Gillespie Center, Council Member Lacy, are 
requesting a ten-year cost participation agreement at $10,000 per year moving forward.  
City Council had the opportunity to ask questions to the Gillespie Center representatives, 
which are included as an attachement, along with the financial statements.  

Recommended City Council Action:  Staff request that the City Council engage in a 
discussion about the funding request and direct staff how to proceed.   



Questions from the City of Minnetrista 
Prepared by the Gillespie Center 

Submitted June 11, 2025 

1. What kind of return does the Gillespie Center see annually with its endowment?

• Our return on our endowment is approximately 7% annually.

2. Please share annual statements from 2022 – 2024

• Attached are Gillespie Center 990 statements from 2021, 2022, 2023.

3. What is in your building maintenance fund?

• We do not have a building maintenance fund or funds specifically set aside
for our building. Our endowment (reserve) accounts are available for any
repairs or upgrades that may be needed (if our operating revenue cannot
cover these items).

4. Do you generate donations on Give to the Max Day?

• Yes, we piloted Give to the Max Day in 2024 and plan to do a full rollout, (with
giving beginning Nov 1) in 2025.

5. What are the other cities/organizations that contribute to the Gillespie Center?

• 2025: City of Mound, City of Orono.
• 2026: Commitment: Mound, Orono, St. Bonifacius, Spring Park.
• Northwest Tonka Lions, St. Martin's by the Lake Church, St. John’s Lutheran

Church, The Women of Our Lady of the Lake, Al & Almas, The Langdon.

6. How much are membership dues?

• Membership is not a requirement to use the facility and its programs and
services. Members are basically “Supporters” of the Gillespie Center.

• Membership Dues:
$40 for Single 
$50 for Household 
$100 for Bronze, $125 Silver, $250 Gold, $500 Platinum, $1000 Diamond 
Business Sponsorships: $300 - $2000 

• Membership is renewed annually.



 

7. Do Senior Services still office out of the Gillespie Center and how much do they 
pay for rent?  

• Previously the Gillespie Center contracted with Senior Community Services 
(SCS) for the Director of the Gillespie, and our Board of Directors voted to not 
renew the contract in 2023. 
 

8. Are any of the services that you listed also offered by other organizations?  

• No 

9. Have you looked at your offerings to make sure you’re not doubling up?  

• We do not have any duplicate offerings.  

10. What is the specific ask from the Gillespie Center from the City of Minnetrista? 

• $10,000 per year for 10 years, (approximately $1 per resident per year in 
Minnetrista). 
 

11. What events do the Gillespie Center host, what are the costs, and do they generate 
positive revenue? 

• Most events we host are “friendraisers,” not fundraisers, but all generate 
positive revenue. We held 12+ events that raised money in 2024. Event cost 
ranged from $0 – $500 and profits averaged $1000+ per event. Examples of 
events are Spaghetti Dinner & Concert, Bingo, Turkey Bingo, Cornhole 
Tournament & Family Fun Day, Brunch, Breakfast with Santa and Scotty B 
Luncheons.  
 

12. How many residents of Minnetrista are members?  

• The numbers of members do not relate to the number of people who use our 
facility, programs, and services. 

• Membership is not a requirement to use the facility and its programs and 
services. Members are basically “Supporters” of the Gillespie Center.  

• Currently there are thirty-three paying members with a Minnetrista address. 
There are likely numerous more residents who use our facility, programs, and 
services.  
 
 



 
13. What are the membership totals and breakdowns between communities? 

 

*Waconia, Maple Plain, Wayzata, Crystal Bay, Excelsior, Delano, Watertown, Loretto, Norwood Young 
America, Mayer, Plymouth, Eden Prairie, Minnetonka, Tonka Bay, St. Michael, Bloomington 

# Residents
2024 census

Mound 61% 9052
Minnetrista 9% 8,347
St. Boni 4% 1982
Spring Park 9% 1640
Orono 1% 7992
Maple Plain 4% 1889
Other* 13%

City
% of Due-Paying 

Members 














































































































































































































