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Staff is requesting City Council discussion and direction regarding the potential 
establishment of a public-safety Drone/Unmanned Aerial System (UAS) program. 

Staff have identified a need for an aerial platform that could support emergency 
operations, enhance public-safety response capabilities, and improve officer and 
responder safety. Given Minnetrista's large rural, wooded, and water-adjacent areas, an 
appropriately equipped drone could provide a valuable tool for modem public-safety 
operations. 

Operational Need and Intended Use 
The primary purpose of a public-safety drone would be to improve the Department's 
ability to conduct rapid, safe, and effective search and rescue operations. 

Minnetrista responds to incidents involving missing or endangered people, including 
children, elderly individuals, and persons with cognitive or medical conditions. These 
incidents may occur in terrain that is difficult and time-consuming to search on foot, 
including dense woods, marshes, open fields, and lakeshore environments. 

A properly equipped drone can provide aerial imaging, thermal imaging, a spotlight, and 
a speaker system. These capabilities would allow officers to rapidly scan large and 
difficult-to-access areas while providing responders with information that may otherwise 
require significant time and personnel to obtain. 

The use of a drone could also reduce the risk to officers and other responders by allowing 
potentially hazardous areas to be evaluated before personnel enter them. 

Mission Statement: 

The City of Minnetrista will deliver quality services in a cost effective and innovative 
manner and provide opportunities for a high quality of life while protecting natural 
resources and maintaining a rural character. 




























