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ORDINANCE #556 _______________, 20___ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILLWOOD, SPOKANE COUNTY, WASHINGTON,  

AMENDING SECTION 15.16.040 OF THE MILLWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING 

DANGEROUS OR UNFIT DWELLINGS; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS 

PROPERLY RELATING THERETO. 

WHEREAS, the City of Millwood (the “City”), Spokane County, Washington is a non-

charter code city, by virtue of the Constitution and the laws of the State of Washington; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to chapter 35A.11 RCW, the City Council (the “Council”) may adopt 

and enforce ordinances of all kinds relating to and regulating its local or municipal affairs and 

appropriate to the good government of the City; and  

WHEREAS, the Council finds it is in the best interests of the City to amend Millwood 

Municipal Code (“MMC”) Section 15.16.040 to provide clarity that a building or structure’s 

noncompliance with International Fire Code and Washington Amendments result in a defect which 

shall deem the building or structure to be dangerous or unfit under this chapter;  

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY MILLWOOD DOES 

ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Section 1. Amendment to Section 15.16.040 MMC – Dangerous or 

unfit dwellings, buildings or structures defined.  Section 15.16.040, of MMC is hereby amended 

as follows (deleted language stricken, added language double-underlined): 

All buildings or structures which have any or all of the following defects shall be deemed 

dangerous or unfit buildings or structures: 

A. Those whose interior walls or other vertical structural members list, lean or buckle to 

such an extent that a plumb line passing through the center of gravity falls outside the 

middle third of its base; 

B. Those which, exclusive of the foundation, show thirty-three (33) percent or more of 

damage or deterioration of the supporting member or members, or fifty (50) percent of 

damage or deterioration of the nonsupporting enclosing or outside walls or covering; 

C. Those which have improperly distributed loads upon the floors or roofs or in which the 

same are overloaded, or which have insufficient strength to be reasonably safe; 

D. Those which have become damaged by fire, wind or other causes so as to have become 

dangerous to life, safety or the general health and welfare of the occupants or others; 

E. Those which have become or are so dilapidated or decayed or unsafe or unsanitary, or 

which so utterly fail to provide the amenities essential to decent living that they are unfit 
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for human habitation, or are likely to cause sickness or disease so as to work injury to the 

health, safety or general welfare of those living therein or others; 

F. Those having light lighting or sanitation facilities which are inadequate to protect the 

health, safety or general welfare of human beings; 

G. Those having inadequate facilities for egress in case of fire or panic or those having 

insufficient stairways, elevators, fire escapes, or other means of escape; 

H. Those which have parts thereof which are so attached that they may fall and injure 

members of the public or damage property; 

I. Those which have any exterior cantilever wall, or parapet, or appendage attached to or 

supported by an exterior wall of the building located adjacent to a public way or to a way 

set apart for exit from a building or passage of pedestrians, if such cantilever, parapet or 

appendage is not so constructed, anchored, or braced as to remain wholly in its original 

position in event of an earthquake capable of producing a lateral force equal to gravity; 

J. Those which have an exterior wall located adjacent to a public way or to a way set apart 

for exit from a building or passage of pedestrians, if such wall is not so constructed, 

anchored or braced as to remain wholly in its original position in event of an earthquake 

capable of producing a lateral force equal to gravity; 

K. Those which have defective or hazardous wiring, including wiring which did not 

conform with the codes applicable at the time of installation or has not been maintained in 

good condition or is not being used in a safe manner; 

L. Those having defective or hazardous plumbing which did not conform with the codes 

applicable at the time of installation or has not been maintained in good condition or is not 

free of cross connections or siphonage between fixtures; 

M. Those having defective or hazardous heating or ventilating equipment including 

equipment, vents and piping which did not conform with the codes applicable at the time 

of installation or has not been maintained in good and safe condition; 

N. Those which have been abandoned or boarded up and vacant for one year or more and 

there is no approved plan for rehabilitation, sale, demolition or other disposition of the 

building to take place within a reasonable time as determined by the building official. 

O. Non-compliance with International Fire Code (IFC), including Washington State 

amendments for building code requirements, as determined by Spokane Valley Fire 

District No. 1. 
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Section 2. Repeal.  All ordinances, resolutions, laws, and regulations, or parts thereof 

in conflict with this ordinance are, to the extent of said conflict, hereby repealed. 

Section 3. Severability:  If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this Ordinance 

should be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity 

or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 

clause or phrase of this Ordinance. 

Section 4. Effect:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 

adoption and five (5) days after its publication or a publication of a summary of this Ordinance in 

the official newspaper of the City. 

PASSED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILLWOOD THIS _____ DAY OF 

__________________ 2025. 

 

 

 

CITY OF MILLWOOD, 

Spokane County, Washington 

 

 

____________________________ 

Kevin Freeman, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_______________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 

    )ss: 

County of Spokane  ) 

 

_____________________, being first duly sworn on oath deposes and says: 

 

I am the Clerk of the City of Millwood, Washington, and the foregoing ordinance entitled “AN 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MILLWOOD, SPOKANE COUNTY, WASHINGTON,  

AMENDING SECTION _________________ OF THE MILLWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE 

REGARDING ________________________; AND PROVIDING FOR OTHER MATTERS 

PROPERLY RELATING THERETO” is the true and correct copy of the City of Millwood’s 

Ordinance numbered _______ and that the same was posted and published according to law. 
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____________________________________  

 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS ___ DAY OF _________, 20___. 

 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Notary Public in and for the State of  

Washington 

My Commission expires _______________ 

 

 
 


