
RESOLUTIONNO.856-26
ARESOLUTIONPROVIDINGFORTHESUBMISSIONTOTHEQUALIFIEDELECTORSOFTHESPOKANE

COUNTYPUBLICTRANSPORTATIONBENEFITAREAATTHEPRIMARYELECTIONTOBEHELDONAUGUST4,
2026,OFAPROPOSITIONREAUTHORIZINGSPOKANETRANSITAUTHORITYTOCOLLECTupTO2/10OF

1%SALESTAX,FIRSTAUTHORIZEDBYVOTERSIN2016,FORTHEPURPOSEOFMAINTAININGAND
ENHANCINGPUBLICTRANSPORTATIONSERVICESTHROUGHOUTTHEREGION;ANDOTHERMATTERS

PROPERLYRELATEDTHERETO.

SPOKANETRANSITAUTHORITY

SpokaneCounty,Washington

BEITRESOLVEDBYTHESPOKANETRANSITAUTHORITYasfollows:
WHEREAS,theSpokaneTransitAuthority(STA)isamunicipalcorporationoperatingandexisting

underandpursuanttotheConstitutionandLawsoftheStateofWashington,includingRCWTitle36,
Chapter57A,PublicTransportationBenefitArea;and,

WHEREAS,inpriorelections,mostrecentlyonNovember8,2016,votersapprovedlocalfunding
withthepurposeofprovidingqualityandcost-effectivepublicserviceandfundingpublictransportation
servingSpokane'stransportationbenefitarea,andtoimplementtheprojectsandpurposesofastrategic
plannedknownasSTAMovingForward;

WHEREAS,thelocalfundingapprovedbyvotersin2016hasbeenutilizedtoimplementa
significantincreaseintransitservice,fulfillingtheplannedinvestmentsidentifiedintheSTAMoving
Forwardplanasamended,andotherservices,programsandactivitiesgenerallyconsistentwithConnect
Spokane,STA'sComprehensivePlans;

WHEREAS,asaresultOfimplementationoftheSTAMovingForwardplan,STAnowprovides
morebusservicethaneverinitshistory,connectingpeopletomorejobsandservices,deliveringbus
rapidtransitserviceonotherhighperformancetransitcorridors,expandingthequalityandfrequencyof
service,extendingparatransitservicetonewareas,andsupportinganeffectiverideshareprogram;

WHEREAS,theSpokaneRegionalTransportationCouncil(SRTC)MetropolitanTransportation
Plan:Horizon2050,referencingtheWashingtonStateOfficeofFinancialManagementpopulation
forecasts,anticipatesthatSpokaneCountywillgrowbynearly120,000personsbytheyear2050,with
employmentexpectedtogrowatahigherrate,withregionalactivitycenters,suchastheWest
Plains/SpokaneAirport,FairchildAirForceBase,NortheastSpokane,andSpokane'sCentralBusiness
Districtplayingacentralroleintravelpatterns;

WHEREAS,SpokaneCountyisexpectedtocompletetheNorthSpokaneCorridorin2030,which
willconnect1-90toUS-2andUS-395,enablingthefullimplementationofbusrapidtransitonDivision
Street in the near future;

WHEREAS,thelocalfundingapprovedbyvotersin2016willexpireonDecember31,2028,
unlessrenewedin accordancewith RCW82.14.045;
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WHEREAS,STAhasdevelopedandadoptedanewstrategicplan,Connect2035,tomaintainand
enhancepublictransportationthrough2035,seekingtoadvancegoalsto"elevatethecustomer
experience,leadandcollaboratewithcommunitypartnerstoenhancethequalityoflifeinourregion,
andstrengthenourcapacitytoanticipateandrespondtothedemandsoftheregion;"

WHEREAS,theSTABoardofDirectorshasidentifiedthesalesandusetaxasanauthorized
sourceofrevenueandfindsitisinthebestinterestsandwelfareoftheinhabitantsofSTA'spublic
transportationbenefitareatosustainthegeneralscopeofSTAserviceandinfrastructure,andcarryout
theinvestmentsandinitiativesincludedintheConnect2035planandfurtherfinds,afterreviewingall
thefundingmethodswithinitsauthority,itwouldnotbepossibletoimplementsaidplanwithout
maintainingthecollectionofvoter-approvedsalesandusetax;

WHEREAS,STAremainscommittedtoitslongstandingprinciplesandpoliciesofdiligentfinancial
management,includingmaintainingano-debtfinancialposition,ridercontributiontocostofservice
throughreasonablefares,andpursuingandleveragingbothfederalandstategrantfundingtoreduce
theburdenonSpokanetaxpayerstoensurethelong-termfinancialstabilityofSTA'stransitsystem;

WHEREAS,theBoardfindsthatcitizenoversightofSTA'suseofsalesandusetaxrevenuesisbest
preservedbymaintainingatimelimitation(a"sunsetclause")onthecollectionOfanysalesandusetax
authorizedhereinthatexceedsSTA'spreviouslyvoter-approvedrateofsix-tenthsofonepercent(0.6%).

WHEREAS,withvoterapproval,STAshallbereauthorizedtocollectsalesandusetaxofupto
two-tenthsofonepercent,asfirstauthorizedinNovember2016(STA'sexistingsalestaxauthority),
whichwillbeusedtomaintainandenhancetheexistingtransitsystem,includingfixed-routebus,
paratransitandrideshareservices,andimproveandexpandtheavailabilityofpublictransportation
throughnewmodesandprograms,andprovideforessentialtransitsupportfacilities;

NOW,THEREFORE,BEITRESOLVEDbytheBoardofDirectorsofSTAasfollows:

SectionI. Findings.TheSTABoardherebyfindsthatthebestinterestsoftheinhabitantsofSTA's
publictransportationbenefitarearequireSTAbereauthorizedtocollectsalesandusetax
throughthisResolutionintheamountoftwo-tenthsofonepercent(0.2%)pursuanttoRCW
82.12.045forthepurposeofprovidingaportionofthefundsnecessarytofinancepublic
transportation.

ItisfurtherfoundthatthebestinterestsofthecitizensoftheSpokaneregion,theusersofSTA's
publictransportationsystem,andtheeconomicinterestsoftheSpokaneregionrequirethe
submissiontothequalifiedelectorsofSTAapropositionofwhetherSTAshallbereauthorizedto
collectsalesandusetaxofuptotwo-tenthsofonepercent(0.2%)firstauthorizedinNovember
2016(STA'sexistingsalestaxauthority).

It isfurtherfoundthatthefundingapprovedbythequalifiedelectorsshallbeusedtomaintain
andenhancetheexistingtransitsystem,includingfixed-routebus,paratransitandrideshare
services,andimproveandexpandtheavailabilityofpublictransportationthroughnewmodes
andprograms,andprovideforessentialtransitsupportfacilities.Suchmaintenanceand
enhancementwillbefurthersupportedbySTA'slongstandingcommitmentstodiligentfinancial
management,includingmaintainingano-debtfinancialposition,ridercontributiontothecostof
servicethroughreasonablefares,andpursuingandleveragingbothfederalandstategrant
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fundingtoreducetheburdenonSpokanetaxpayerstoensurethelong-termfinancialstabilityof
STA'stransit system.

Section2.UseofProceeds.UponapprovalOfthereauthorizationofthesalesandusetaxOftwo-
tenthsofonepercent(0.2%),whichvotersfirstapprovedin2016,STAintendstocontinue
providingqualityandcost-effectivepublictransportatonservices(asauthorizedinCh.36.57A
RCW)aspartofitsgeneralcomprehensiveplan,andimproveandexpandservicesaspartof
Connect2035tobestservethepublictransportationbenefitarea,asamendedfromtimeto
time to meetchangedconditionsandrequirements.

Section3.CallingofElection.TheSpokaneCountyAuditor,asexofficiosupervisorOfelectionsin
SpokaneCounty,Washington,isrequestedtosubmittothequalifiedelectorsofSTAforapproval
orrejectionattheprimaryelectiontobeheldonAugust4,2026,apropositionreauthorizing
salesandusetaxofupto2110thof1%(0.2%)withinthelimitationsestablishedbyRCW
82.14.045.

Uponapprovalofthevotersofthepropositionhereinaftersetforth,STAmayusetheproceeds
ofsuchsalesandusetaxtofundthecostsofpublictransportation,asmoreparticularly
describedin this Resolution.

TheClerkoftheAuthorityisherebyauthorizedanddirectedtocertifyapropositiontoSpokane
CountyElections,asex-offciosupervisorofelectionsinSpokaneCounty,Washington,in
substantiallythe followingform:

SPOKANETRANSITAUTHORITY

PROPOSITIONNO.1

MAINTENANCEANDENHANCEMENTOFPUBLICTRANSPORTATIONSERVICES
TheSpokaneTransitAuthorityBoardofDirectorspassedResolutionNo.856-26
concerningreauthorizingsalesandusetaxfundingforpublictransportationservices.

Thispropositionreauthorizesavoter-approvedsalestaxofupto2/10thof1%(0.2%)to
providepublictransportation,effectiveJanuaryI,2029andexpiringnolaterthan
December31,2048.Proceedswouldbeusedtomaintainandenhancetheexisting
transitsystem,improveandexpandpublictransportationthroughnewmodesand
programs,andprovideforessentialtransitsupportfacilities.Thistax,approvedin2016,
issettoexpireonDecember31,2028,unlessrenewed.

Shouldthispropositionbeapproved?

YES

NO

ForpurposesofreceivingnoticeOftheexactlanguageoftheballotpropositionrequiredbyRCW
29A.36.080,theSTABoardofDirectorsherebydesignates:(a)theClerkoftheAuthority;and(b)
STA'sLegalCounsel,astheindividualstowhomsuchnoticeshouldbeprovided.LegalCounsel
andtheClerkoftheAuthorityareeachauthorizedindividuallytoapprovechangestotheballot
title,ifany,deemednecessarybytheSpokaneCountyAuditor.
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TheClerkoftheAuthorityisauthorizedtomakenecessaryclericalcorrectionstothisordinance
including,butnotlimitedto,thecorrectionofscrivener'sorclericalerrors,references,
numbering,section/subsectionnumbers,andanyreferencethereto.

TheproperSTAofficialsareauthorizedtoperformsuchdutiesasarenecessaryorrequiredby
lawtosubmitthequestionofwhetherthecollectionofthe0.2%ofsalesandusetaxshallbe
approved,asprovidedinthisResolution,totheelectorsattheAugust4,2026,primaryelection.

Section4.LocalVoters'PamphletAuthorized.Thepreparationanddistributionofalocalvoters'
pamphletprovidinginformationontheforegoingballotmeasureisherebyauthorized.The
pamphletshallincludeanexplanatorystatementandargumentsadvocatingapprovaland
disapprovaloftheballotmeasure,ifany.InaccordancewithRCW29A.32.280,thearguments
advocatingapprovalandrejectionoftheballotmeasureshallbepreparedbycommittees
appointedbySTA'sBoardOfDirectors.Eachcommitteeshallbecomposedofnotmorethan
threepersons;however,acommitteemayseektheadviceofanypersonorpersons.

Section5.EffectiveDate.Thisresolutionshalltakeeffectandbeinforceimmediatelyupon
passage.

Section6.Severability.IntheeventanyoneormoreoftheprovisionsofthisResolutionshallfor
anyreasonbeheldtobeinvalid,suchinvalidityshallnotaffectorinvalidateanyotherprovision
ofthisResolution,butthisResolutionshallbeconstruedandenforcedasifsuchinvalidprovision
hadnotbeencontainedherein;providedthatanyprovisionwhichshallforanyreasonbeheldto
beinvalidshallbedeemedto beineffectto theextentpermittedbylaw.

ADOPTEDbytheBoardofDirectorsofSpokaneTransitAuthorityataspecialmeetingthereofheldonthe
29th day of April 2026.

DanaInfalt
Clerk Ofthe Authority

Approvedasto form:

M g n Clark
LegalCounsel

irsan

STABoardChair
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