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19.65.020 Agriculture and animal. 
A. Animal Raising and/or Keeping. Where permitted, the keeping of poultry and 
livestock, excluding swine and chickens, is subject to the following conditions: 

1. Minimum Lot Requirements. 
a. In residential zones, the lot shall equal or exceed one gross acre in 
area, except as set forth in SVMC 19.65.020(A)(7) and (9). 
b. In mixed-use zones with legally established residential uses, the lot 
shall equal or exceed one gross acre in area. 

2. The keeping of swine is prohibited. 
3. Any permanent or temporary structure housing poultry or livestock 
including, but not limited to, any stable, paddock, yard, runway, pen, coop, 
hutch, or enclosure, or any manure pile, shall not be located within 75 feet 
from any dwelling. 
4. Permanent or temporary structure housing poultry or livestock including, 
but not limited to, any stable, paddock, yard, runway, pen, coop, hutch, or 
enclosure, or any manure pile, shall not be located within the front yard 
setback or be closer than 10 feet from any side property line. 
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5. The keeping of animals and livestock is limited as follows: 
a. Not more than three horses, mules, donkeys, bovines, llamas, or 
alpacas shall be permitted per gross acre; or 
b. Not more than six sheep or goats shall be permitted per gross acre; 
or 
c. Any equivalent combination of SVMC 19.65.020(A)(5)(a) or (b). 

6. Small Animals/Fowl. A maximum of one small animal or fowl (excluding 
chickens), including duck, turkey, goose, or similar domesticated fowl, or 
rabbit, mink, chinchilla, or similar animal, may be raised or kept per 3,000 
square feet of gross lot area. In addition, a pen, shed, coop, hutch, or 
similar containment structure shall be constructed prior to the acquisition 
of any small animal/fowl and shall be kept a minimum of 20 feet from the 
front property line and five feet from side and rear property lines. 
7. In residential areas, the keeping of chickens is subject to the following 
conditions: 

a. A maximum of one chicken may be raised or kept per 2,000 gross 
square feet of lot area, with a maximum of 25 birds allowed; 
b. The keeping of roosters is prohibited; 
c. Pens, coops, hutches, or similar containment structures shall be 
kept a minimum of 20 feet from the front property line and five feet 
from side and rear property lines; 
d. Pens, coops, hutches, or similar containment structures shall be 
kept a minimum of 25 feet from dwellings on neighboring properties; 
and 
e. All chickens shall be contained within the subject property. 

8. Stables, paddocks, yards, runways, pens, coops, hutches, enclosures, 
structures, pastures, and grazing areas shall be kept in a clean and sanitary 
condition. 
9. In residential areas, hobby beekeeping is subject to the following 
conditions: 

a. The number of beehives shall be limited to one beehive per 4,356 
gross square feet of lot area; 
b. Beehives shall be set back a minimum of five feet from a side or rear 
property line and 20 feet from the front property line; 
c. A flyaway barrier shall be provided that is at least six feet high and 
consists of a solid wall, solid fencing material, dense vegetation, or 
combination thereof, that is parallel to the side or rear property line(s) 
and extends beyond the beehive(s) in each direction that bees are 
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forced to fly at an elevation of at least six feet above ground level over 
the property lines in the vicinity of the beehives; 
d. Beekeepers shall maintain an adequate supply of water for bees 
located close to the hives; and 
e. The beekeeper shall be certified by the Washington State 
Beekeeper’s Association. 
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