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Staff Report to the Planning Commission - 3019 N. Argonne Siding Exception Request 

BACKGROUND 

• The City of Millwood contracts with the City of Spokane Valley for building permit review and inspections. The City of 
Millwood retains responsibility for code enforcement, site plan review, and design review of projects. 

• On May 12, 2026, building plans for an interior and exterior remodel at 3019 N. Argonne Rd. (MW-2026-0021) in the 
C-2 Zone, were submitted to the City of Spokane Valley. The property owner listed was Spopro, LLC and the 
contractor listed was Kofmehl, Inc. 
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• During the project review, the City of Millwood requested revision of the siding material since it was listed as metal, 
which is not an approved siding material in the C-2 Zone. Amanda Tainio, Contract City Planner, noted the planning 
review as deficient in Spokane Valley SmartGov since the project was proposing to utilize metal siding and left a 
voicemail for the contractor notifying him that metal siding is not allowed in C-2 and must be switched to an allowed 
material. 
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• On  May 26, 2026, Amanda Tainio was notified by the property owner (Francesca Baier of Spopro, LLC) that the 
contractor would be switching to Aaron Finley of Finley Construction, Inc. 

 
• The building permit application was updated and coordination on the required revisions began with Aaron Finley. 

• On May 27, 2026, the previous contractor, Gerald Kofmehl, proposed a siding exception request review by the 
Planning Commission which was not processed due to the contractor change. 

• On June 9, 2026, Amanda Tainio approved the modified plans to change the metal siding to cement siding. City of 
Spokane Valley Building also subsequently approved the change, and a permit was issued on June 12, 2026.  
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• On June 26, 2026, the property owner requested the contractor change back to Kofmehl, Inc. Aaron Finley was still 
listed as the applicant. 
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• On July 28, 2026, a code enforcement investigation began for the use of unpermitted siding.  
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• A stop work order was posted on August 3, 2026, and a Notice of Violation was issued on August 4, 2026. 
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• From August 3, 2026 to August 17, 2026, Amanda Tainio was in communication with the property owner (Francesca 
Baier of Spopro, LLC) that they would like to proceed with the siding exception request that was submitted by Gerald 
Kofmehl on May 27, 2026. Plans that included the siding exception request were submitted for review to City of 
Spokane Valley Permit Center on August 11, 2026 (attached).  

 

 
 

• The project is on hold until a decision has been made by the City of Millwood Planning Commission. Review of the 
siding exception request by the Planning Commission, is scheduled for September 30, 2026, at the regularly 
scheduled Millwood Planning Commission Meeting. 
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PROCEDURE FOR SIDING EXCEPTION 

• MMC 17.24.010(F) Procedure for Exception. Design standards that may be unsuitable for a given project may be 
waived by the planning commission if an applicant can demonstrate that there is a good reason why the standard is 
inappropriate. The planning commission may approve an alternative that achieves the intent of this chapter after 
finding that: 

1. For a specific project the underlying design principles will not be furthered by the application of the standard; 

2. Another design principle is enhanced by not applying the standard; or 

3. Explaining the unique site factors that make the standard unworkable, such as lot size and shape, slope, natural 
vegetation, drainage, or characteristics of adjacent development. 

Increases in the cost of development will not be an acceptable reason to waive a standard or determine that a 
standard is inappropriate. 
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ACTION REQUEST 

• Approve the siding exception request, or 
• Deny the siding exception request 

 

Attachments: 

1. MMC 17.24.010 - Development standards 
2. Millwood Project_0001 - Request for Waiver — Metal Siding Requirement (Millwood C-2 Zone) 
3. MW-2026-0021 - Baier Plan Revised (8-11-26) - Pending Millwood Planning Commission Approval or Denial 

 

Staff Report has been provided to:     
Millwood Planning Commission (email and hard copy) 
Bridget Gill, City Clerk (email) 
Spopro, LLC - Francesca Baier (email) 
Finley Construction, Aaron Finley (email) 
Kofmehl Construction, Gerald Kofmehl (email) 
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ATTACHMENT #1: MMC 17.24.010 - Development standards 
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ATTACHMENT #2: Request for Waiver — Metal Siding Requirement (Millwood C-2 Zone) 
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ATTACHMENT #3: MW-2026-0021 - Baier Plan Revised (8-11-26) -  

Pending Millwood Planning Commission Approval or Denial 
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