
 

 

AGENDA ITEM & RECOMMENDATION 
SUMMARY 

 

MEETING DATE: April 2, 2025 

PRESENTED BY: Xavier Cervantes, Director of Planning 

AGENDA ITEM: Discussion on proposed amendments to the lot size requirements for the 
different zoning categories - Cervantes 

 

NATURE OF REQUEST: 

Project Timeline: 

 March 19, 2025 – A directive was given by the City Council to staff to revisit the 
residential lot size regulations.  

 April 2, 2025 – Discussion and possible direction on residential lot size regulations by 
the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z).  

 April 4, 2025 – In accordance with State and local law, notice of required public 
hearings published in the Progress Times. 

 April 16, 2025 – Public Hearing and consideration of amendment to the residential lot 
size regulations by the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z). 

 April 28, 2025 – Public Hearing and consideration of amendment to the residential lot 
size regulations by the City Council. 
 

Summary: 

 Several concerns have been voiced to staff in regards to the residential regulations 
requirements from developers.  Most of the concerns are regarding the width, length 
and square footage requirements being difficult to comply with especially in the R-1 and 
R-1A zones.   

 In light of those concerns, staff was given a directive by the City Council to revisit the 
residential regulations and reduce the requirements especially in the R-1 and R-1A 
zones. 

 Staff did a comparison with the City of McAllen and learned that the City of McAllen has 
less strict requirements in their R-1 zoning.  With their new adopted code McAllen only 
requires 45 feet of lot frontage and 5,000 square feet.   

 Mission and Brownsville are the only cities in the Rio Grande Valley that has large lot 
zoning categories. 

 Staff is recommending that modifications be made to the R-1 (Single Family Residential 
District), R-1A (Large Lot Single Family District), R-1T (Townhouse Residential District), 
R-3 (Multi-family Residential District), and the R-4 (Mobile & Modular Residential 
District).   

 The Texas legislature is considering SB15 that would prohibit cities from regulating lot 
sizes in the spirit of providing affordable housing opportunities to Texans.   

 

 



 

RECORD OF VOTE:  APPROVED:  __________ 

    DISAPPROVED:  __________ 

    TABLED:   __________ 

________ AYES  

________ NAYS 

________ DISSENTING___________________________________________________  



 

RESIDENTIAL REGULATIONS PROPOSAL 

 

 

 
  



Texas Legislature Article 
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Texas Legislature Article 

 
 

 
 



STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
 

 Staff recommends amending the R-1 (Single Family Residential District), R-1A (Large Lot 

Single Family District), R-1T (Townhouse Residential District), R-3 (Multi-family 

Residential District), and the R-4 (Mobile & Modular Residential District) as shown of the 

Residential Regulations Proposal.   

 

 
 


