BOARD MEMBERS

Adrian Gonzalez
Mayor, Weslaco

Joey Lopez

Commissioner, Cameron County

Ellie Torres
Commissioner, Hidalgo County

Pablo Morales
Mayor, Lyford

David Moreno
Mayor, Donna

Sylvia Castillo
Mayor, Sullivan City

Oscar Montoya
Mayor, Mercedes

Javier Villalobhos
Mayor, McAllen

Aarin Hartwell
Councilwoman, SPI

Ambrosio “Amos” Hernandez
Mayor, Pharr

Edward Gonzales
Commissioner, Raymondville

Pete Galvan
Mayor, San Benito

Marco “Markie” Villegas
Comunissioner, San Juan

Veronica Gonzales
UT Rio Grande Valley

Paul Hernandez
South Texas College

Luke Lucio
Texas State Technical College

Troy Allen
Delta Lake Irrigation District

Ernesto “Lefty” Cavazos
Willacy County Navigation Dis.

Jim Darling
Member-at-Large

Oscar Garcia
Member-at-Large

Andres Chavez
Member-at-Large

Lupita Sanchez Martinez
Grassroots Organizations

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Manuel “Manny” Cruz

Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council

Judge Aurelio Guerra, Willacy COUNLY ...c..ccoviiverieeerecerinesssinasssssssre e ssssssssessssssssssesessssssssssssnresesssssessssaretsssssarssssinses President
Mayor John Cowen, City of Brownsville... .15t Vice President
Mayor Norma Sepulveda, City of HATNZEIN ...c.c.cvvovieeeeeeecrcece e sn s s snnees 21d Vice President
Mayor Omar Ochoa, City of Edinburg ......... weeeenn SECTELATY

Mayor Norie Gonzalez Garza, City of Mtssmn'r‘reasurer

September 9, 2026

Brad Bentsen

Parks & Recreation Director
City of Mission

721 North Bryan Road
Mission, Texas 78572

RE: Request for Complimentary Use of Leo Pefia Placita Park — 5th Annual VET Fest

Dear Mr. Bentsen:

On behalf of the Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council (LRGVDC), 1 respectfully request the
complimentary use of Leo Pefla Placita Park on Thursday, November 12, 2026, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for our
5th Annual VET Fest, hosted by our Health & Human Services Department through the Area Agency on Aging and
RIO-Net Aging & Disability Resource Center.

VET Fest is a free community event dedicated to honoring and supporting the men and women who have served in
our nation's armed forces. Each year, the event brings together veterans, their families, community members, service
organizations, government agencies, healthcare providers, and community parthers to connect attendees with
benefits assistance, health and wellness information, resources, and other support services.

An important part of VET Fest is recognizing our veterans and their service. The event begins with a formal opening
ceremony, including the presentation of colors, Pledge of Allegiance, and recognition of those who have served,
followed by the community resource portion of the festival. For this reason, Leo Pefia Placita Park is especially

meaningful to us because of its recognition of our veterans and the significance it brings to the spirit and purpose of
VET Fest.

Last year, VET Fest was held on the grounds of the Iwo Jima Monument and Museum, which provided a meaningful
setting for the event and its opening ceremony. We hope to continue that tradition by selecting a venue that reflects
the purpose of VET Fest while providing a welcoming environment for veterans, their families, and the community.

Over the past four years, VET Fest has welcomed approximately 200 to 400 attendees annually and has received
strong participation and support from organizations throughout the Rio Grande Valley. As we prepare to celebrate
our fifth year, we would be honored to bring VET Fest to the City of Mission.

Because VET Fest is offered at no cost to attendees and is centered on honoring veterans and connecting them and
their families with valuable services and resources, we respectfully request that the City of Mission consider waiving
the rental and use fees for Leo Peiia Placita Park for this community event.

We greatly appreciate the City of Mission's consideration and support of our veterans. We would be happy to provide
any additional information or documentation needed to coordinate the event.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to the opportunity to host the 5th Annual VET Fest at Leo Peiia
Placita Park.

Sincerely,

wer Rio Grande Valley Development Council
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