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New name, same mission.
Advocate for the health of the Upper Colorado and Eagle
River Basins through research, projects and education. 



Our Watershed
Eagle
River
Watershed

970
square miles

50,000+
people in Eagle County
depend full-time on a
healthy watershed

6,150’
Colorado River 
confluence in
Dotsero

14,005’
Mt. of the Holy Cross

The Eagle River contributes about 9%
of the Colorado River’s flow at the Utah
border. and between 2.5-3% of the total
Colorado River Basin annual discharge.

120 natural
lakes &
8 reservoirs

1200+ miles of
named streams
and rivers

9% 2.5-
3%



Consider past, present, and
future human and
ecosystem river health
values to identify
opportunities to correct
historical degradation and
prevent and mitigate against
non-desirable future
conditions.



Community
Outreach

Workshops and
community presentations 

Booths at local events and
recreation centers 

Web-based community
surveys

Strategies



WILDLIFE AND
BIODIVERSITY

MUNICIPAL
WATER USE

ANGLINGRECREATIONAL
BOATING AESTHETICS AND

VIEWSCAPES
SNOWMAKING

AGRICULTURE

Community Values 



Water Use
Modeling

Roughly mirrors CWCB’s
models for the Eagle 

Multiple potential futures
for Eagle County

Geography: limited to the
Eagle River mainstem
below the confluence with
Homestake Creek, Gore
Creek below Black Gore
Creek, Brush Creek, and
Gypsum Creek.

Using ERWSD’s “ER20”





Management
Strategies

Instream habitat restoration
Management of instream flows
Climate studies/infrastructure
Riparian habitat restoration
Recreation infrastructure
Recreation use limits
Turf reduction and landscaping
Water rates
Education and community
outreach

Projects | Programs
Policies | Studies



Implementation - what’s next?



Securing a
vibrant future.

for us, our wildlife, 
and future generations

waterplan.eagleriverco.org


