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Sec. 16-20-20. - Preliminary environmental assessment. 

(a) 

When required by the Planning Commission, submission and review of a preliminary 
environmental assessment on any proposed land development, land use change, Planned Unit 
Development or subdivision that may affect to any significant degree the quality of the natural, 
cultural, social or economic environment in the Town shall include a preliminary environmental 
assessment of whether the proposed project "will," "will not" or "could possibly" affect the 
environment, either during construction or on a continuing basis in each of the following respects: 

(1) 

By altering an ecological unit or land form, such as a ridgeline, saddle, draw, ravine, hillside, cliff, 
slope, creek, marsh, watercourse or other natural landform feature; Midtown Village will not affect 
the environment either during construction or on a continuing basis. The site is basically flat and 
has no discernable features. 

(2) 

By directly or indirectly affecting a wildlife habitat, feeding ground or nesting ground; Midtown 
Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a continuing basis.  The site 
is not a natural habitat for any species and has virtually no trees or grass.  The only feeding 
grounds that currently exist on the property is the trash from residents that attract local bears. 

(3) 

By altering or removing native grasses, trees, shrubs or other vegetative cover; Midtown Village 
will not affect the environment either during construction or on a continuing basis.  The has 
virtually no trees and no native grasses or shrubs.  It does have a number of noxious weeds that 
would be positively mitigated by developing the site. 

 

(4) 

By affecting the appearance or character of a significant scenic area or resource, or involving 
buildings or other structures that are of a size, bulk or scale that would be in marked contrast to 
natural or existing cultural features; Midtown Village will not affect the environment either during 
construction or on a continuing basis.  The proposed uses of the site are very similar to existing 
and previous uses.  The bulk and density will go up slightly due the 16 units proposed in the 
apartment building, but that building is similar is scale to the existing green commercial building. 

 

(5) 

By potentially resulting in rock fall, avalanche, landslide, siltation, settlement, flood or other 
landform change or hazard to health and safety; Midtown Village will not affect the environment 
either during construction or on a continuing basis.  As stated earlier, the site is basically flat and 
contains no hazards relative to landslides, rock fall, settlement etc.. 
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(6) 

By discharging toxic or thermally abnormal substance or involving use of herbicides or pesticides, 
or emitting smoke, gas, steam, dust or other particulate matter; Midtown Village will not affect the 
environment either during construction or on a continuing basis.  The project is primarily a 
residential environment and the small commercial component is proposed to be more of an 
office/retail nature vs any type of light industrial or agricultural use.  Dust created during site work, 
mass grading, clearing, grubbing will be mitigated through normal best practices of construction  
IE. Water trucks, spraying down dry dirt being moved, loaded or dumped. 

 

(7) 

By involving any process which results in odor that may be objectionable or damaging; Same as 
above.  Midtown Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a 
continuing basis.  The project is primarily a residential environment and the small commercial 
component is proposed to be more of an office/retail nature vs any type of light industrial or 
agricultural use.  Dust created during site work, mass grading, clearing, grubbing will be mitigated 
through normal best practices of construction  IE. Water trucks, spraying down dry dirt being 
moved, loaded or dumped. 

(8) 

By requiring any waste treatment, cooling or settlement pond, or requiring transportation of solid or 
liquid wastes to a treatment or disposal site by discharging significant volumes of solid or liquid 
wastes;  Midtown Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a 
continuing basis.  This project does not contain any elements related to the above topics. 

(9) 

(10) 

By increasing the demand on existing or planned water supply, sewage disposal, storm drainage 
or other utility systems to a level which is likely to cause an adverse impact on the Town or the 
environment; ;  Midtown Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a 
continuing basis.  The Phasing of the project (3 Phases) takes into account the existing condition 
of the Town water supply issues and demands as well as the existing condition of the ERWSD 
sewer upgrade lift station in Dowd Junction.  The project currently has sufficient existing SFE’s 
(19.5) to support Phase 1 of the Project.  Phase 2 and 3 would not continue until such time as both 
the Town of Minturn Public Works Dept / Water supply and ERWSD sign off on their ability to 
serve the next phases of the project. 

(11) 

By involving any process which generates noise that may be offensive or damaging; ;  Midtown 
Village could possibly affect the environment during construction but will not on a continuing basis 
once construction is complete.  The project will adhere to strict guidelines with regards to hours of 
construction.     
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Monday-Friday 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM   

Saturday 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM   

No Work on Sundays 

(12) 

By either displacing significant numbers of people or resulting in a significant increase in 
population;  ;  Midtown Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a 
continuing basis.  Upon completion, the project will provide 25+ units of affordable workforce 
housing and this type of growth is encouraged by the Town. 

(13) 

By preempting a site that is desirable for recreational uses or planned open space;  ;  Midtown 
Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a continuing basis.  This site 
has been identified as a prime site for in-fill, higher density residential and mixed uses and there is 
a US Forest Service open space next door. 

(14) 

By altering local traffic patterns or causing an increase in traffic volume or transit service need; 
and/or ;  Midtown Village could possibly affect the environment either during construction or on a 
continuing basis.  A Traffic Study has been provided. 

(15) 

By being a part of a larger project that, at any future stage, may involve any of the impacts listed 
above. ;  Midtown Village will not affect the environment either during construction or on a 
continuing basis.  The project is proposed to be designed, built and managed 100% by our own 
team and is not part of any future, larger project. 

(b) 

For each area stated above for which the response is "will" or "could possibly," an environmental 
impact report addressing such concerns may be required by the Planning Commission before 
development review by the Planning Commission, or may be required by the Town Council at any 
time prior to final approval. 
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