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To:  Mayor and Council 

From:  Madison Harris, Planner I 

Date:   February 29, 2024 

Agenda Item: Resolution 17 – 2024 – 806 Cemetery Road – New Maintenance and Storage 

Building 

 

UPDATE: 

At the February 21, 2024 Town Council meeting, Council requested referral guidance from 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife regarding a recommendation on the proposed building window 

given the entirety of the Cemetery is located within a wintering elk corridor. Please see below for 

the correspondence from Devin Duval, District Wildlife Manager, Colorado Parks and Wildlife: 

 

“Thanks for reaching out, Michelle. 

I truly appreciate the Council’s interest in minimizing disturbance during the wintering months 

for elk. Also, given the migratory/movement habitat considerations of this area, a prudent set of 

dates would also seek to accommodate the majority of seasonal movements for other big game 

species (mule deer). 

Without being unduly restrictive, I would be comfortable with a closure that mirrors adjacent 

trail networks. Thus, my recommendation is the following: 

In order to minimize disturbance and impacts to migratory and wintering wildlife, it is 

recommended that the applicant adopt a construction window of June 22nd through November 

22nd, annually. This should result in all construction, construction related activities, and 

construction preparatory activities ceasing for the period starting November 23rd through June 

21st, annually. This is consistent with Forest Service seasonal wildlife closures in the area. 

Please let me know if you require any additional information, etc. Thanks. 

Devin Duval  

District Wildlife Manager” 

 

The 2023 Community Plan Action 7.5.3 states “Collaborate with regional partners such as the 

Eagle River Watershed Council, Eagle Summit Wilderness Alliance, and Eagle Valley Land 

Trust, and Vail Valley Mountain Trails Alliance on stewardship education and enforcement 

efforts to protect and preserve natural resources and wildlife.” Chapter 5 Water Infrastructure, 

Hazard Mitigation & Sustainability on page 81 of the plan it states “Sustainability can and 

should be considered and woven into all aspects of the Town’s operations and culture wherever 

possible. From recycling, composting and Zero Waste events such as the Minturn Market, to 

water conservation, to sustainable development and landscaping practices, to renewable energy 

viability, to balancing recreation and development with the protection of natural resources, 

ecosystems, and wildlife, to alternative transportation habits.” 
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The 2023-2025 Strategic Plan promotes “Wildlife protection and safety” within the key strategy 

to “Practice Fair, Transparent and Communicative Local Government” as well as a second key 

strategy “Long-Term Stewardship of the Natural Beauty and Health of Minturn’s Environment.” 

 

The proposed construction window by Colorado Parks and Wildlife follows the town’s goals as 

they pertain to the 2023-2025 Strategic Plan and the 2023 Community Plan. 

 

REQUEST:  

Review of Planning Commission actions from their regular meeting of January 24, 2024. The 

following actions were taken by the Planning Commission, acting as the Minturn Design Review 

Board, which may be called-up for further review by the Minturn Town Council: 

 

806 Cemetery Road  

● Final Plan DRB Application for New Maintenance and Storage Building 

 

Please note that unless there are revisions or additions to the conditions proposed by staff during 

decision by the Planning Commission, staff will no longer be writing cover memos for items on 

the Consent Agenda. In this case there was a modification to a condition recommended by staff. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

806 Cemetery Road 

At their regular meeting of January 24, 2024, the Planning Commission, acting as the Town of 

Minturn Design Review Board, reviewed the final plans for a new maintenance and storage 

building located at 806 Cemetery Road. The plans approved by the DRB are for: 

 

● New Maintenance and Storage Building 

 

Site plans (exterior elevation renderings and floor plans) are attached for reference.  

 

No neighbors spoke at the DRB hearing where the DRB discussed proposed exterior materials, 

as well as the proposed roof forms and massing in context to Chapter 16 – Zoning, and Appendix 

‘B’ Design Review Standards and Guidelines, of the Town of Minturn Municipal Code (MMC).  

 

The DRB unanimously supported the proposed construction as meeting the objectives and 

requirements of the MMC and design standards.  

 

Ultimately, the DRB voted 5-0 to recommend approval of the proposal as a Final Plan review, 

with one condition proposed by Town Staff, modified by the Planning Commission: 

 

1. The Applicant shall work with the Town of Minturn to initiate a zone district 

amendment for the subject property within 3 months of any DRB approval. The 

building permit process can happen concurrently with the amendment of the 

zoning district. 
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STANDARD: 
 

Code Section 16-21-615 provides the standard for DRB decisions as follows: 

(d) Administrative procedure.  

(1) Upon receipt of a completed and proper application, the application for Design Review 

will be scheduled for a public hearing. The hearing will be conducted in accordance 

with the procedures set forth in this Chapter. 

(2) Criteria and findings. Before acting on a Design Review application, the Planning 

Commission, acting as the Design Review Board (DRB), shall consider the following 

factors with respect to the proposal: 

a. The proposal's adherence to the Town's zoning regulations. 

b. The proposal's adherence to the applicable goals and objectives of the 

Community Plan. 

c. The proposal's adherence to the Town of Minturn Design Standards and 

Guidelines. 

(3) Necessary findings. The Design Review Board shall make the following findings before 

approving a Design Review application: 

a. That the proposal is in conformance with the Town zoning regulations. 

b. That the proposal helps achieve the goals and objectives of the Community 

Plan. 

c. That the proposal complies with the Town of Minturn Design Standards and 

Guidelines. 

ANALYSIS:  

In reviewing the application, the Planning Commission considered the criteria and findings 

required by the Minturn Municipal Code, as well as testimony of staff and the Applicant. No 

members of the public spoke at the DRB hearing. 

 

The proposal meets the requirements of Chapter 16 including Appendix B - Design Guidelines 

and Standards. Imposition of a building window for protection of natural resources and wildlife 

is consistent with the Community Plan and Strategic Plan. 

 

COMMUNITY INPUT: 

No members of the public spoke at the DRB hearing. Public notice was provided in accordance 

with the Minturn Municipal Code as a matter of posting of the official agenda and packet 

materials for public review prior to the hearing, and following Section 16-21-610 Public notice. 

 

BUDGET / STAFF IMPACT: 

N/A. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT: 
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The Planning Commission’s review of proposed development projects and their actions to 

approve final plans for individual projects, acting as the Town of Minturn Design Review Board, 

aligns with the following key strategies: 

PRACTICE FAIR, TRANSPARENT AND COMMUNICATIVE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

 

THE TOWN WILL SEEK TO MAKE INFORMED, DATA-BASED DECISIONS WITH A STANDARD OF “DOING 

IT RIGHT.” WITH AN HONEST APPROACH TO ALL ASPECTS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND A FOCUS ON 

THE PUBLIC PROCESS, THE TOWN COUNCIL AND STAFF ARE COMMITTED TO SERVING MINTURN 

WITH THE HONESTY AND INTEGRITY EXPECTED OF A SMALL-TOWN GOVERNMENT. 

 

ADVANCE DECISIONS/PROJECTS/INITIATIVES THAT EXPAND FUTURE OPPORTUNITY AND 

VIABILITY FOR MINTURN 

 

The ability for Minturn to approach development as resilient, sustainable, creative and diverse 

will allow the town to continue embracing what has “made Minturn, Minturn.” The town can 

further leverage its crossroads location as a valley-wide benefit and competitive advantage. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION OR PROPOSED MOTION:  

Approve the following application with potential addition of a building window as 

identified by CPW: 

 

1. 806 Cemetery Road – New Maintenance and Storage Building 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

● Resolution 17 – Series 2024 

● Staff Report 

● Review letter by Inter-Mountain Engineering 

● DRB Application 

● Proposed exterior elevation drawings and site plans for 806 Cemetery Road 


