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Minturn Cemetery District 
Design Review Application 

 
September 26, 2023 
 
Ms.  Madison Harris, Town Planner 
Town of Minturn 
301 Boulder Street, #309 
Minturn, Colorado 81645 
Ph: 970 827 5645 / Email: planner1@minturn.org   

 
 
RE: Minturn Cemetery District – Design Review Application Letter of Intent 
  New Storage Shed and Maintenance Area Expansion Project  

Zehren and Associates, Inc Project No. 20192747.00  
 

Dear Madison,  
 
On behalf of the Minturn Cemetery District located at 806 Cemetery Road, Minturn, Colorado (herein 
referenced as the ‘District) please accept this letter as the letter of intent for the Design Review 
Application.  Zehren and Associates, Inc and I are serving as the representative for the application on 
behalf of the District.  We have been working closely with the District Manager and its Board the past few 
years on plans for additional space for service and maintenance.   This Design Review Application is for a 
proposed new storage and maintenance shed.  The intent of the project is to create additional covered 
space to store cemetery equipment and materials away from the elements.  The new building will 
improve the overall layout, functionality, and appearance of the Cemetery ‘back of house’ area, and help 
staff operate the Cemetery across the seasons.    
 
The application is based on Sections 16-21-170 and 16-21-615 of the Minturn Municipal Code.  This is 
where the procedures and requirements for the design review application are described.   The following 
materials are being submitted in support of the application: 
 
1) A completed Design Review Form  
2) A check for $200 for the base application fee.  
3) An updated topographic survey of the project area prepared by Eagle Valley Surveying, dated 

September 5, 2023.  
4) An application packet with several key plans and displays including:   

a. Site Grading and Drainage Plan 
b. Landscape Plan 
c. Retaining Wall Details 
d. Architectural Plans and Elevations 
e. Three-Dimensional Model and Images of proposed materials (to match existing shed) 

5) Supporting Aerial Maps and Site Pictures  
 
 

http://www.zehren.com/
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Project Description:  
 
The new storage shed building is a 48’ long by 18’ wide manufactured steel building.   It is proposed to be 
located at the northwest corner of the Cemetery, adjacent to and immediately east of the existing metal 
shed.   The new building is aligned with the existing shed, slightly rotated to relate to the curvature of the 
service drive accessing both buildings.   The building has a shed roof, with the high point in the front at a 
height of 14’-7” on the east, and 18’-0” on the west based on a difference of finished grade at the front of 
the building, which slopes down to the west.   The proposed materials are corrugated metal siding and 
using the same colors for siding, trim and roof to match the existing shed.   A reinforced concrete slab will 
be poured over a compacted and prepared sub-grade to serve as the base and floor of the new building.   
 
There are three roll-up garage doors proposed as part of the building facing south, to facilitate egress and 
ingress of vehicles and equipment used for burials and cemetery maintenance.   The western section of the 
building and the western garage door is taller at 18’ and the finished grade is lower with a finished floor 
elevation of 7912.46.  The eastern section of the building includes the other two garage doors to the east, 
with a height of 14’-7” and a higher finished floor elevation of 7913.80.   A small sloped concrete knee wall 
(16” maximum height) is proposed between the western most garage door and the adjacent door to the 
east to handle the grade break across the front of the building.     The roof of the building is on the same 
plan despite the difference in height across the building.    
 
Site work related to the project includes a new precast concrete block wall to match existing walls used 
elsewhere in the cemetery to retain grade.   The new wall is aligned with an existing boulder wall and 
extends along the same alignment behind the proposed new building, to create flat space to 
accommodate the new building.   The wall varies in height with a maximum height of 9’ at the angled 
corner and stepping down with grade along the west side.   At its western extent, the wall is 5.5’ tall.  Care 
has been taken to reduce the overall height of the wall and use materials already present within the 
Cemetery.    A cobble lined drainage swale is proposed behind the building and in front of the wall to 
convey run-off and maintain drainage away from the building and tying in with the existing storm water 
detention basin behind the existing shed.    
 
The service drive in front of the new building is proposed to be re-paved and slightly expanded by 5’-8” 
and 4’-9” to the south to allow for maneuvering equipment in and out of the building.  Drainage is 
maintained as in existing conditions, sheet flowing into the adjacent cemetery lawn area.    There are large 
existing trees in front of the building in the cemetery’s burial areas.  (11) new trees: 10 evergreens of 
different species and varying heights between 8’ and 12’ and 1 deciduous tree with a 3’ caliper) are 
proposed behind the building and walls to help screen the structure.   A limit of proposed work is indicated 
on the plans depicting the overall area that is anticipated to be disturbed during the project construction.    
 
The project has been carefully sited, sized and designed to fit in the available space within the cemetery’s 
existing boundaries and in the existing location where service and back of house functions have occurred.    
The Cemetery intends for the project to enhance its overall grounds with a more well-kept and organized 
service area, and to help normal day to day operations, and burials.   Upon approval of the Design Review 
Application the project will finalize technical documents required for building permit, including structural 
engineering for the building and wall foundations.    The intended schedule is a 2024 spring and summer 
construction, with ordering of materials and fabrication of the steel building to take place early in 2024.  

http://www.zehren.com/
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Madison,   
 
Thank you for reviewing this design review application for completeness based on the Town’s 
requirements.  If any additional information is necessary or there are questions about any of the project 
details, please let me know.   The Cemetery looks forward to presenting the project to the Planning 
Commission when it is scheduled for a hearing, hopefully in the near future.     
 
Thank you for your continued guidance with this project and your assistance on behalf of the Minturn 
Cemetery District. 
 
 
Very Sincerely, 

 
 
 
Pedro Campos, Principal 
Zehren and Associates, Inc. 
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