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Cemetery Report

Action Items for Council Approval:
The cemetery committee, which includes Council Member McGehee, Lewis Keller (our 
cemetery groundskeeper) and Kelly Singletary reviewed and approved a request to place a 
family columbarium at Spring Grove Cemetery to hold two sets of cremains (see copy of 
proposed columbarium). The committee required that the customer purchase two lots to 
align with the cemetery policy that only one body or set of cremains can be interred in each 
spot. The committee is requesting Council approve two separate items regarding this 
application.

o Item 1 - the lots the customer has purchased are in Block 4, Lot 104, Sites 2 & 3 
(highlighted in yellow on attached plat map). Directly in front of and in a portion of 
the lots are a row of bushes (highlighted in blue on attached GIS overview) that will 
need to be removed to access the lots. The cemetery committee would prefer to 
move the customer back to the next row, Lot 103, Sites 2 & 3 OR Sites 3 & 4 
(highlighted in pink on attached plat map) to avoid removing the bushes and 
maintain the look and privacy of that section of Block 4. The customer agrees to this 
move but has requested that Council mark either Site 2 or Site 4 as non-sellable. 
These two lots are on an odd angle and do not completely conform to the size of the 
standard lots. The customer desires that their columbarium be the only burial plots 
on a lot and have looked at many locations throughout the cemetery to achieve that 
without requesting that sites be marked as non-sellable. 

The committee recommends moving the customer back a row to preserve 
the bushes and requests Council to make a motion and approve this plan, 
including which site to vacate and mark as non-sellable.
The committee also recommends that Lot 104 be marked as non-sellable to 
avoid having to remove the bushes for any future burial.

o Item 2 – the committee has discussed and agrees that any future family 
columbariums, if allowed, should be placed in this same area and not spread out 
throughout the cemetery. Committee also agrees that height and size restrictions 
should be placed on any future columbariums in keeping with the size and height of 
the current application. There is currently no language in the Cemetery policies that 



specifically prohibit a family columbarium nor any language regarding size or height 
restrictions, other than the size restrictions for a headstone. A copy of the Town 
Code and the Cemetery Policies is included for reference purposes. 

 The committee requests Council to make a motion and approve one of the 
following: 

 No further family columbariums be allowed in Spring Grove Cemetery 
 Family columbariums will be allowed in Spring Grove Cemetery: 

o Only in Block 4 OR allowed in any location 
o If more columbariums are approved, size and height 

restrictions should align with this current family columbarium 
 Cemetery committee, Town Manager, Treasurer, and groundskeeping personnel have 

discussed the landscaping throughout the cemetery, particularly around the public 
columbarium. There is poison ivy growing in some of the bushes, the bushes are growing 
over the sidewalk and the surrounding area behind the columbarium. The sidewalk up to 
and the walking area around the columbarium is a very tight space. We agree that it would 
be beneficial to call in a landscape architect to advise on how to upgrade that area with 
better walking space and less intrusive landscaping. The cost of this would be taken from 
the cemetery funds. 

o The committee requests that Council approve and authorize the cemetery 
committee to move forward with meeting with a landscape architect to have a 
concept design drawn up for the cemetery grounds. 

 
Informational Items for Council: 
 The shed at the back of the property was damaged in one of the strong summer 

thunderstorms and needs to be replaced. Staff is researching the best option for a 
replacement shed. 

 There has been discussion regarding a sign at the cemetery with rules, etc. to keep the 
cemetery clean and tidy. Before we attempt to place a sign out there, staff will send a 
reminder letter to all cemetery customers reminding them of the rules and regulations 
already in place and ask for their cooperation in keeping the cemetery looking nice. 
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Town of Mineral, VA
Thursday, September 4, 2025

Chapter 166. Cemeteries
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Town Council of the Town of Mineral 7-10-2006 by Ord. No. 2006-04 (Ch. 6
of the 1982 Code). Amendments noted where applicable.]

§ 166-1. Where burial permitted.

It shall be unlawful for any person to bury the remains of any person within the corporate limits of the
Town except in a duly established cemetery or other burial ground.

Editor's Note: For state law provisions see §§ 15.2-1121 and 57-22 et seq., Code of Virginia.

§ 166-2. Spring Grove Memorial Cemetery Park.

The Town of Mineral owns and operates a cemetery outside the Town limits known as the "Spring Grove
Memorial Cemetery Park." The Mayor or his designee is responsible for the operation thereof, including
the sale of lots and the administration of the perpetual care fund associated therewith.

§ 166-3. Removal of trees or plantings from cemetery.

It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or offer for sale or to remove or attempt to remove any sound
or living trees or plantings used to beautify the Town cemetery from a cemetery lot unless the removal of
such trees or plantings shall be deemed necessary to open a grave site. However, the Town Council
may authorize the sale, cutting and disposition of any trees, timber, or other growing products from the
cemetery.

Editor's Note: Additional criminal penalties for trespassing at night in a cemetery and for vandalism to
cemeteries and burial grounds are found in §§ 18.2-125 and 18.2-127, Code of Virginia, respectively.
See also § 310-29C of this Code with respect to trespassing at night upon any cemetery.

§ 166-4. Rules and regulations; violations and penalties.

The Cemetery Committee of the Town Council shall have the power to establish and promulgate rules
and regulations not in conflict with the provisions of this Code or other ordinances of the Town relative to
the cemetery. Such rules and regulations shall be subject to the approval of the Town Council. It shall be
unlawful for any person to fail, neglect or refuse to comply with such rules and regulations so
established, promulgated and approved. Any person convicted of a violation of this section shall be
subject to a civil penalty of $100.

Editor's Note: Amended at time of adoption of Code (see Ch. 1, General Provisions, Art. III).








