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VARIANCE COURTESY REVIEW (6A)
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Applicant: Ron Presswood

Address: 315 North Court
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Variance Requests: 

•Sec. 4.6.1.B. – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 7 feet minimum side yard to 4.47 feet adjacent to the north 
property line for a proposed garage and shop addition. 

•Sec.  4.6.1.B. – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 7 feet minimum side yard to 1 foot adjacent to the south 
property line for remaining portion of existing shed accessory structure after partial removal. 

•Sec. 4.6.1.D. – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 50 feet minimum rear yard to 0.5-foot adjacent to the east 
property line for remaining portion of existing shed accessory structure after partial removal.

 

•Sec. 4.6.1.D. – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 50 feet minimum rear yard to 12.7 feet adjacent to the east 
property line for an existing Covered Grill and Wet Bar Accessory Structure.  

•Sec. 4.6.1.D. – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 50 feet minimum rear yard to 11.1 feet adjacent to the east 
property line for an existing Covered Patio Accessory Structure.  
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Letter of Appeal for Variance 

Ron Presswood 
315 North Court 
Milton, GA  30004 
ronpresswood@gmail.com 
770-367-3831 
4/1/2025 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
City of Milton 
2006 Heritage Walk 
Milton, GA 30004 
 
Dear Members of the Board, 

I am writing to appeal for a variance to add a 2-car garage to my house. The previous owners 
converted the original garage into a second kitchen. Since purchasing the house in September 
2024, my wife and I have realized we need a garage to protect our vehicles from weather elements 
like rain and sun and provide secure parking and storage space. The other four variances are for 
structures built without permits by the previous owner. My intention is to obtain proper permits for 
these structures. 

 

A. Relief Would Not Offend the Spirit or Intent of the UDC:  

The request for a variance aligns with the spirit and intent of the Unified Development Code (UDC). 
The garage, which is only 22 feet wide, matches the style of all the other houses in North Arbor 
subdivision, where most garage doors face the street.  Added windows and shutters give the garage 
a classic look that complements the house and enhances curb appeal for my neighbors. 



 

 

B. Extraordinary and Exceptional Situations: 

We explored the option of a one-car garage which would be much cheaper to build.  However, there 
are no other one-car garage houses in the neighborhood. In my opinion, maintaining a consistent 
and attractive look throughout the neighborhood, ensuring that all individual homes complement 
the community’s overall style, is important.  Additionally, my wife and I have a truck and a 4-door 
vehicle, which we prefer they both be kept secure in a garage. 

All houses in Arbor North Subdivision have a two-car garage. Our proposed garage design matches 
the neighborhood and will increase our home's value, benefiting all neighbors. 

In September 2024 (during the house closing process), I learned the kitchen renovation and garage 
enclosure were done without a permit from the City of Milton. On December 20, 2024, I submitted a 
permit request for the previous owner's work. The permit has been approved and paid for. 

In early 2025, I discovered that the previous owners had constructed the covered patio, grill with 
wet bar, shed, pool renovation, covered porch, and office addition without obtaining City of Milton 
permits.  It is my intention to obtain all necessary Milton permits for the work completed by the 
previous homeowner. I trust that you will understand the difficulties I am facing, having inherited 
these issues without prior knowledge.  Also, the shed at the rear of the property, I will be removing 
36 sq feet so the shed will not cross the property line. 

 

C. No Substantial Detriment to Public Good: 

Approving this variance will not negatively impact the surrounding homes in my neighborhood in 
any way.  All houses in Arbor North Subdivision have a two-car garage, and constructing a similar 
garage on my property should increase the value of all neighboring homes. 

The neighbor directly impacted by the garage addition supports this variance request.  No 
neighbors have raised concerns about non-permitted structures, but I intend to ensure all meet 
City of Milton code requirements. 

 

D. Securing Public Safety, Health, and Welfare: 

If the BZA grants these variances, I will obtain all required permits to ensure public safety, health, 
and welfare for my neighbors and the City of Milton.  I appreciate your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Presswood 
315 North Court 
Milton, GA  30004 
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• The applicant purchased the property in September 2024. 

• The applicant is requesting five (5) total variances.

• One (1) side setback encroachment variance for a new garage and shop addition. 

• Four (4) setback encroachment variances for existing structures built by the previous 
property owner without first receiving Community Development approved building 
permits.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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• The previous property owner enclosed the garage to make a second kitchen/ interior 

renovation without first receiving a Community Development approved building permit. 

• The current property owner, and variance applicant, submitted a retroactive building 

permit for the enclosed garage work, and received a Community Development 

approved permit on February 28, 2025. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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