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Applicant: Gary Warren 

Address: 435 Champions View Drive
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Variance Request: 

Sec. 3.1.4.B – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 25 feet minimum side yard to 15.2 

feet adjacent to the east property line for a proposed home addition. 
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AG-1 Zoning



April 28, 2025 
 
 
 
To: City of Milton Zoning Board 
Regarding: Sec. 3.1.4 (B) To reduce the 25-foot minimum side yard to 15.2 feet for a 
proposed garage addition at 435 Champions View Dr. 

 
To the City of Milton review board and members, 
 
I live in the Champions View neighborhood with my closest entrance on Francis Rd.  Our 
current home has a two-car garage and we would like to add an attached, single car garage 
with an office above, to the back of our existing driveway.  The addition will not extend past 
the current footprint of the driveway and will not modify the current drainage, configuration 
of the driveway or home, connections with neighbor yards or otherwise modify the general 
visibility to current objects around or near my home. 
 
Personal & Family Reasons for the Addition: 
We desire to add this single car garage and office to give us badly needed storage capacity 
and another functional office space.  Me and my wife have had changes in job expectations 
that require us to work longer hours and from home.  We currently only have room for one 
office, making it difficult to have proper and consistent working environments for both of 
us, not to mention working in rooms in our homes meant for other purposes makes it 
difficult to separate our work and home lives. 
 
Additionally, we have 3 children, 2 of which are driving age.  The need for storage and to at 
least protect one additional vehicle would be immensely helpful.  We use our current two 
car garage for our cars and to store lawn equipment and other items as best we can.  When 
considering lawn equipment, extra cars and the ability to more optimally store items that 
are only needed intermittently, we are completely out of storage space.  At this point, our 
only option would be to start leaving our cars in the driveway or roadside and begin using 
our current garage for storage.  This is not an option we would like to pursue as we prefer to 
keep our yard and home clean, neat and all items where they belong, including cars in the 
garage.  Our basement and all others areas of our current home were completely finished 
by previous owners.  We have considered adding a storage building at the back of our lot.  
However, there is an easement near the creek in the back of my lot and our HOA guidelines 
state we are unable to have storage buildings in our neighborhood. 
 
The Finish & Appearance of the Addition: 



The finished addition will not add any windows that will face our neighbors, nor will it 
visually change the type or style of the side wall my neighbor would see compared to the 
current state.  My neighbor’s current view of my home (on the proposed addition side) is a 
garage door, entry door and 2-bedroom windows on the second floor.  The visual change 
will be one less bedroom window and the entry door will no longer be visible from the side.  
For architectural consistency, there will be two faux windows on the side of the garage 
facing my neighbor, but they will only feature closed shutters and they will not be functional 
windows.  The addition will also be finished in lime washed brick on all sides, matching my 
existing home’s aesthetics.  Our desire is for the addition to appear as if it were part of the 
original design of the home. 
 
Lot Layout Hardship & Need to Reduce Minimum Side Yard: 
In addition to the building itself, the footprint of the addition will sit within the lines of my 
existing driveway.  In fact it will be several feet short of the edge of my current driveway 
closest to my neighbor, leaving open driveway between us as it is today.  My lot is pie 
shaped with my house sitting toward the most narrow side of the lot (road frontage).  If my 
house sat just 20 feet back from its current location I would not need a variance.  
Unfortunately I am unable to add the addition further into my backyard or to the backside 
of my house due to a septic tank located directly behind by driveway.  Both the location of 
my house on the narrow portion of my lot and the location of my septic tank make this the 
only location I could possibly add an addition, especially a garage connected to my home.   
 
Inability to Add New Landscaping After Addition is Built: 
My driveway nears the edge of my lot on the right side (facing the house).  I have a walkway 
from the back of my driveway into the backyard, connecting to my deck.  There are 
currently no trees at the edge of my lot as my driveway also runs directly to the drainage 
easement, leaving no free space on my property currently for new landscaping.  Once the 
addition is added, the remaining, open driveway at the side of my lot will be the only access 
to my backyard and the walkway to my back deck, making the addition of trees or other 
landscaping impossible given the driveway and the drainage easement in that area.   
 
Modifications, Considerations & Accommodations Made to Date: 
We have worked through many modifications to find an acceptable solution and design 
that would be pleasing to all parties.  We have continuously evolved and made 
accommodations during preliminary reviews with the City of Milton personnel and our HOA 
to proactively mitigate any concerns from the city or other interested partes.  We have 
already worked with our HOA architectural committee and completed their review and 
approval process earlier this year.  Our HOA board has already reviewed the plans and 
spoken with multiple neighbors and provided their approval for the plans, the same plans 
we have submitted to you.  Hal Proctor is the Head of our Architectural Committee and 
provided confirmation and approval.  His email address is halproctor@bellsouth.net.  The 
HOA board stated they considered new architectural styles around our area as they want 

mailto:halproctor@bellsouth.net


our neighborhood to remain as current as possible and felt these types of additions have 
become more common on more modern homes in the area.  They also acknowledged that 
other exceptions for similar requests had been made in recent years.  We have neighbors 
that have received approvals from both our HOA board and the City of Milton for garage 
type additions that have required variance requests and approvals to reduce the side yard 
requirements, similar to our request. 
 
Part of our HOA review process requires us to advise our closest neighbors of our plans and 
obtain their consent.  We have shared our plans and received support and approval from 
many of the neighbors on our street, including those with connecting lots. 
 
We have worked diligently and for many months to try and find a thoughtful solution to our 
family’s needs while being considerate of the expectations of our neighbors and our 
community.  We hope we have provided a thoughtful option that will work for everyone. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
 
Jonathan Stover 
 
 
404-405-6170 
Corpsolutions.js@gmail.com 
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