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Applicant: Solomon Lee 

Address: 1010 Lyndon Lane
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2

Variance Request: 

Sec. 3.1.7.B.2 – Unified Development Code. To reduce the 20 feet minimum secondary rural 
viewshed from Cogburn Road to 3.2 feet for a proposed single-family home driveway. 
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______________________________________________________________________ 
Submitted electronically via Milton CityView Portal 
 

 
April 24th, 2025 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
City of Milton 
2006 Heritage Walk 
Milton, GA 30004  
 
RE: 1010 Lyndon Lane aka Lot 1 Lyndon Creek - Variance Request 
 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to formally and humbly request that the board consider and 
approve the proposed variance supplying relief from UDC Sec. 3.1.7.B.2, which 
disallows a driveway from being placed within the 20’ Rural Viewshed.  We will also 
present the hardships that have been placed on the involved entities, as well as the 
background leading up to the current state of the viewshed(s) located east of 1010 
Lyndon Lane, Milton GA, 30004 (aka Lot 1 of the Lyndon Creek subdivision).  
 
The applicant, Solomon Lee, with Paces Ferry Builders (“PFB”), would also like to 
present a plan to not only observe the ordinance regarding the above-mentioned 
viewshed, but also reinforce it by addressing the current condition of it.  
 
To help convey the details surrounding our request, we will address the following 
conditions stipulated in our application: 
 

A. Relief, if granted, would not offend the spirit of the intent of the Ordinance 
 
We acknowledge and fully support the spirit of the ordinance regarding viewsheds 

within the City of Milton and are seeking to embody it within our plan. Beyond stating the 

code itself, the UDC ordinance goes into further explanation in the subsequent section:  

 
  

● The intent of the rural viewshed is to preserve the bucolic views from the roads 
throughout the Rural Milton Overlay….[i]t is the intent to utilize the existing 
vegetation when possible as well as provide additional native plantings to 
enhance the existing viewshed when needed.  

○ When performing a design review of the primary rural viewshed and 
secondary rural viewshed setbacks, the design committee must address 
the following:  

 



 

   

 
 
 
 

■ Evaluation of current state of the site including vegetation, both the 
primary and secondary rural viewshed setbacks.  

■ Determination of whether existing vegetation should be removed or 
vegetation should be planted to enhance the rural viewshed. 

 
It is under this further codified explanation of the purpose and spirit of the ordinance that 
we wish to communicate our desire to observe it. As you will find in the section to follow, 
extraordinary circumstances exist that we look to address, and the intent of the rural 
viewshed is at the forefront of our minds. Because of this, our aim is not only to avoid 
offending it, but to support it. 
 

B. Extraordinary and exceptional situations or conditions: 
 
On May 31st, 2022, The City of Milton provided PFB with a building permit [Exhibit A] 
and an approved site plan for this lot that featured the proposed plan and [Exhibit B]. 
That plan included the same portion of the driveway existing within the 20’ Rural 
Viewshed. That approval was subsequently revoked. 
 
In August 2024, Suwanee Electric Membership Corporation (SEMC) entered the 

viewshed and removed all trees and vegetation in Rural Viewshed that they determined 

posed a threat to power lines. As a result, two (2) large specimen trees, both providing 

significant canopy and much of the vegetation that shielded Lot 1 from Cogburn Road, 

are now gone. The sum of this event is that what existed of the Rural Viewsheds were 

virtually destroyed. There now exists no “bucolic view” from Cogburn Road, adjacent to 

this lot. 

 
In addition, on June 4th, 2024, Dr. & Mrs. Mark Cohen purchased the adjacent lot at 
1014 Lyndon Lane and their contract contained an agreed-upon plan that put their 
driveway on the right side of their home, a pool in the back yard, and an outdoor kitchen 
on the right side of the yard [Exhibit C]. This was done with the intent of allowing the 
Cohen family to enjoy these amenities with a certain level of privacy.  
 
If a driveway for Lot 1 of Lyndon Creek is placed on the left side of the home, the 
privacy that the Cohen Family is currently planning for will be destroyed due to 
thenatural topography of the lot and through no fault of the Applicant or the Cohen 
Family. Aside from that, vehicle headlights from the future owners of Lot 1 will spill into 
the Cohens’ back yard and any noise occurring in the driveway/garage of Lot 1 will carry 
directly over to the Cohen home. 
 

 
 
 



 

   

 
 
 
 

C. Relief, if granted, would not cause substantial detriment to the public good and 
surrounding properties: 

 
The solution(s) to the above circumstances would require relief from the subject 
ordinance and, if granted, would not cause harm, but actually benefit the public good (in 
restoring the bucolic view from Cogburn Road), as well as the surrounding properties, 
including and especially the adjacent property belonging to the new homeowners. It is 
also worth noting that Dr. Cohen sits on the Board of Directors for the Lyndon Creek 
Homeowners Association, and he brings the full support of the HOA with him to this 
plan and request. 
 
PFB looks for any opportunity to work with the City of Milton to resolve problems and 
seek the best possible solutions. To that end, the attached proposed Landscape Plan 
[Exhibit D] is designed to allow PFB to build the home that has been planned as well as 
provide landscaping that will not only fully revitalize both Viewsheds, but also further 
enhance them.  
 
The plan puts Lot 1’s driveway away from the Cohen residence and the proposed 
landscaping will heavily screen the driveway from Cogburn Road (to the point that it 
shall not even be visible to anyone walking or driving by). This plan will repair the 
damage to the viewshed caused by Suwanee Electric Membership Corporation (SEMC) 
in properly maintaining its right of way. 
 

D. Public Safety, Health, and Welfare are secured, and substantial justice is done: 
 
We truly hope that this letter has communicated the ways in which our request upholds 

the safety and welfare of the community and public. One of our aims is to provide a 

wonderfully incorporated landscape that blends itself into and enhances the surrounding 

area, creating a perfect depiction of the Milton that we all love and are proud of. This is 

of prime importance to us.  

 

It should be important to note that the 40’ Rural Viewshed here was quite bare to begin 

with. Anyone driving down Cogburn Road was always able to peer directly into Lyndon 

Creek, via Lot 1. We seek to change that by filling out the space. Photos before SEMC 

removed the specimen trees as well as after are presented to you in [Exhibit E]. 

 

To that end, the proposed landscape plan features larger elements such as a Deodar 

Cedar, a Red Oak, and Green Giants. It will also contain visually appealing components 

such as jade distylium, which provides year-round color and texture, as well as two (2) 

different species of hydrangeas, which always add more variety and hue. You will also 

see Tea Olive Osmanthus adding a strong, fruity-floral fragrance to the air nearby. This  

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

will be what passersby will experience in the 40’ Rural Viewshed, visible from Cogburn 

Road. It does not even take into account the additional elements that will be added on 

the other side of the 40’ (in and around the 20’ Viewshed) by the landscaping plan for 

the actual home, which is yet to be finalized. 

 
As stated above, included in our wish to build this home for the prospective homeowner 
of Lot 1 is the intent to do so while heavily considering the public good, including and 
especially their future neighbors. That makes our other aim to protect the health and 
welfare of the residents that have already chosen Milton as their home. The Cohen 
Family is a wonderful addition to the citizens of Milton, Georgia, and we owe it to them 
to help provide them with the home of their dreams so that Milton feels like home for 
decades to come.  
 
We fully respect and appreciate the spirit of each and every ordinance that the City has 
in place and are committed to helping make and keep Milton beautiful. The completed 
homes in Lyndon Creek are already a perfect example of this and we hope you will 
consider our request as a way to continue further enhancing the community. 
 
Please consider this plan and our request. We welcome the opportunity to work with the 
Board and the City of Milton to make any adjustments or additions to the plan that you 
feel will help revitalize the viewsheds so that all parties enjoy the benefit of a restored 
viewshed as we work together to keep Milton beautiful. 
 
 
Sincerely Yours, 
 
 
Solomon Lee 
Paces Ferry Builders 
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