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ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH The Rev. W. Reginald Simmons

Rector

March 12, 2025

To Whom It May Concern:

This is a formal notification of our request to demoelish the abandoned cottage thatis on our
property at 13560 Cogburn Road, Milton GA 30004.

The request is being made because the cottage is in significant disrepair, and because the cottage
is blocking the view of the church at our entrance on Cogburn Road. The issue of view obstruction
is preventing our revenue growth.

| sincerely appreciate your consideration in this matter.

£
i

Sincer,jly,

13560 Cogburn Road, Milton, GA 30004 | 770.521.0207 | fr.reginald@staidans.org
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE
DARRACOTT-WALLICE HOUSE
13560 COGBURN ROAD, MILTON, GEORGIA

BY HAZEL GERBER
MIAY 2023




HISTORY OF THE DARRACOTT-WALLICE HOUSE
13560 COGBURN ROAD, MILTON, GEORGIA

The Land

‘The land on which the house at 13560 Cogburn Read sits was once part of the
Cherokee Nation, that vast tract of land which stretched within Georgia from
the borders of Alabama and Tennessee to the city of Alpharetta. In 1831 the
last of the Cherckee Nation was removed from the land in what is known as the
Trail of Tears, and Cherokee County was created.

I 1832, the Georgia General Assembly acknowledged that so large a tract of
land for one county wds unwieldly dand, therefore, split the area-into ten
smaller counties. The county where our house is located retainied the name of
Cherokee Coumnty.

I 1857, the Georgia General Assembly created the new county of Milton.
Chartered on March 23, 1858, Milton County everitually gained land from
Cherokee, DeKalb, Gwinnett, and Forsyth Counties.

‘The first known transfer of title-is from James G. Bowan to Jesse Webb on July
28, 1880. This consisted of 120 dcres which included the subject land. The
price was $700, indicating a per acre price of $5.83/acre. {Milten County deed
book I, pages 33 and 34}

Jesse and Sophrona Webb owned the property until December 24, 1907, when
they sold 113 acres, including the subject, for $2,100, or $18.58/acre. (Milton
‘County deed book J, page 8?..) A further history of the transfer of title is
included in the Addenda.

During the great depression of 1929, Milten County suffered ecenormically to
the point of bankruptcy and requested that Fulton County absorb it. Thus,
Milton County became part of Fulton County in 1932.

The House

According to the Fulton County Tax Assessor, the house was constructed eirca
1900. The exact year is unknown. Historical information was lost when. Milton
‘County was incorporated into Fulton County.



In August 1936 M. F. Brown purchased the property from Joda H. Haney for
$1,000. In January 1937, M. F. Browa borrowed $1,280 from Frank Hall using
‘the subject as.collateral. The term of the loan was ten months at 8% interest.

In 1943, D. H. Strickland purchased the property from M. F. Brown for $1,500.
Two years later in 1_9'4-5_, D. H. Strickland sold it for $2,200-and realized a gross.
profit of $700, not a bad investment for the time!

Mr. Strickland sold the property to-J. H. Darracett who, along with his wife,
Ruby, rencvated the then decrepit house, adding an additional room and
bathroom. The Darracotts gave the house a second life by making it inte a
home where they raised their family. In 1995, the Darracott family sold the
‘house and land to St. Aidan’s Church of Alpharetta.

St. Aidan’s Ownership

St Aidan’s completely renovated the house a second time. (See the attached
article describing the renovations and the members’ efforts ) As the article
describes, the renovations included a new roof, exterior siding, flooring,
windows; i‘-nsulation_, and painting. A parishioner, Eric Evans, extensively
renovated the kitchen and added & patio. Anocther parishioner, Curtis Mills,
donated significantly towards the renovations. Mr, Mills made the contribution
in memory of his good friend, John Wallice, who was killed in the 2001
bombing of the World Trade Center. Thus began the third life of this old house..

Immediately after purchase, the church used the house as offices. In
subsequent years, the men's group gathered there for their weekly

meetings. Especially important to the church was the use of the house by the
youth group. The young people, mostly teenagers, considered the house to be
their personal space. An old barn was located on the site. The church used it
for a nativity scene one year prior to its demolition. A photograph of the young
people on the barn’s frame is included in the Addenda.

In time, the church built a sanctuary, new offices, ‘a social hall, adult
classrooms and a pre-school. The house became of less and less importance to
the functioning of the church, H_owever,'many parishioners hold a special place
in their héarts for the house even to this day. And, of course, it remains a
memeorial to John Wallice in remembrance of “September Eleven”




The Future

So, we come to the present with an eye to the future. Plans are under way by
Curtis Mills to rélocate and remodel the house: Its new location will be at the
intersection of Birmingham Hwy. and Birminghdm Road in Milton on the same
site.as the 7 Acres restaurant. [ts intended useis as a b‘reak-fast_/l-unch
restaurant. And so will begin the fourth life for this'old house. Quite a history
for what started out as such a humble structure!



Rear of 13560 Cogburn Road — May 2023
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13560 Cogburn Road —¢'199%5 13580 Cogburn Road —¢ 1852

-

Darracott Family - ¢ 1952 James Howard and Ruby Elvie Darracott

In Front of 13560 Cogburn. Road Prior to 1945
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GEORGIA HISTORIC RESOURCES Resource No. FU-NF-66

Historic Preservation Section 205 Butler Street, Suite 1462 County Fulton
Georgia Department of Natural Resources Atlanta, Georgia 30334
404/656-2840

Fy imstructions, see the Georgia Historic Resources Survey Manual

1 Name(s) of resource 2 Location map with North at top

3 Address/location

13560 Coghum Rd
2(120)] -

4 Owner’s name and mailing address

e

5 @ Building O Structure Of
O Site O Object Y
O Landscape teature |

6 O Representative example of building type 'Y
Number represented
7 Use, current Vacant/Not in Use {
{]'I‘]':,j'il‘léll sintgle dwelling

8 Date of construction (or estimate) 16 Number of stories
CA. 1890 - 1899 One
9 Major changes & date (explain in No.25) 17 Facade summetry & front door(s)
@ Altered O Moved asymmetrical, one door
@ Addition O Destroyed 18 Roof type & material
10 Architect/engineer/designer cross gable - composition shinglelasphalt shingle
Unknown 19 Chimney placement & material
11 Contractor/builder/craftsman off-center, ridgeline - brick
Unknown 20 Type of construction
12 H[j'r"]t balloon frame/platform frame

Greex Kevival - elements 21 Exterior material(s)

weatherboard/clapboardibeveled siding

13 Building type 22 Foundation material(s)
gabled ell cowage stane prer; CONCrete ConLnuous
14 Original Floor Plan 23 Porch(es)
central hallway (passage) - two rooms deep verandah (front, 1 story, full, wood, shedpent)
15 Plan shape 24 Windows “
_ double-hung sash (flat-headed, 4/4, rectangular); double-hung sash (flat-headed,
[-shaped 212, rectangular)
25 Additional physical description 26 Negatives: roll # frames #
Frieze board, corner pilasters : : i

Condition: poor
[hreatened by conditton, use

Addition - Ca. 1930 - side porch addition

Altered - Ca. 1955 - Front porch and north end chimney removed, back
porch enclosed,




27 Description of outbuildings (if any)

barn/shed - gable, weatherboard, breeze way, partially dismantelled

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

29 Description of landscape features

yard setting - casualfunplanned; forest/woods - planted; harwoods

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

30 Number of buildings 1 structures

outbuildings ! sites 0

--------------------------------

landscape features 3

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

31 Description of the environment
rural - nonagricultural (mixed old and new})
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33 History

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

37 Prepared by (person, organization and address)

Elliot Kipling Wright

Fulton County, P&ED, Comprehensive
141 Pryor St, Suite 5001

Atlanta, GA 30303

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

39 Government preservation activity
O Section 106 review O Grant

O Tax certification O Other
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41 USGS quadrangle name Roswell
UTM reference
1l 06 751 0060 3777 6 20
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34 Historical theme(s)
THEMES: architecture

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

35 Significance
common architectural type (good example/illustration)
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38 Date of survey 1995-1996 resurvey

43 Recognition and date
O National Landmark

O National Register
O Georgia Register
O Local designation
O HABS/HAER

O Determination of eligibility
O Other
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