
               
 

             AGENDA STAFF MEMO 

 Agenda Staff Memo Form 

MIL-001 

Revision Date: 12/30/2024 

 

TO: Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

FROM: Sara Leaders, PE, Public Works Director 

DATE: Submitted on January 24, 2025, for the February 3, 2025, Regular City 

Council Meeting 

AGENDA ITEM: Approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement between the Georgia 

Department of Natural Resources and the City of Milton and a Disbursement 

Agreement between White Columns Gated Community Association, Inc. 

and the City of Milton for the Disbursement of the State of Georgia Funds for 

Professional Engineering Services on the Glenover Dam located in the White 

Columns Gated Community. 

  

 
SUMMARY: 

The State of Georgia Fiscal Year 2025 budget (HB 916) provides $4,000,000 for one-time 

appropriations to the Department of Natural Resources, of which $225,000 was allotted to 

the City of Milton for distribution to the White Columns HOA for use on professional services 

for engineering, design and permitting of upgrades to the Glenover Dam.   

 

The Glenover Lake Dam and adjacent Glenover Lake (Lake 8 and Open Space South as 

noted on the Final Subdivision Plat for White Columns Unit 6A), are contained within the 

Chicken Creek Watershed and is part of the larger Etowah River Basin which contributes to 

the headwaters of Lake Allatoona. The downstream area contains areas of suburban 

development. 

 

The facility has been classified as a Category I Dam by the Georgia Safe Dams Program. A 

dam breach analysis has shown that downstream habitable structures could be affected by 

potential inundation. Upgrades to the dam would be in the best interest of the City of Milton, 

as well as regional and state public safety and flood control efforts. Additionally, the dam 

plays a critical role in sediment capture from the upstream watershed, which enhances 

water quality for the city's Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) under the National 

Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit. 

 

In accordance with the Georgia Safe Dams Program, the state-funded project, must be 

designed by a professional engineering firm, licensed in Georgia and certified by the State 

to provide dam engineering services.  The project scope consists of the following elements: 

 

 Collection of topographical survey data 

 Conduct geotechnical evaluation 



 

 

 Develop a design report, construction plans, construction specifications and an 

engineer’s estimate 

 Update the operations and maintenance manual 

 Secure all required permits 

 

FUNDING AND FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

There is no financial impact to the City of Milton.  

 

ALTERNATIVES: 

There are no other alternatives for White Columns Gated Community Association to 

receive this funding. 
 

PROCUREMENT SUMMARY (if applicable) 

 

REVIEW & APPROVALS: 

 Financial Review:  Karen Ellis, Finance Director – January 7, 2025 

 Legal Review:   Joshua F. Jones, Jarrard & Davis, LLP – January 7, 2025 

 Concurrent Review:  Steven Krokoff, City Manager – 

   

ATTACHMENT(S): 

Intergovernmental Agreement 

Disbursement Agreement 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT
BY AND BETWEEN

THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND CITY OF MILTON, GEORGIA

THIS INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT (the "Agreement") is
effective as of the _ day of 2025 (the "Effective Date"), by and
between the GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, an
agency of the State of Georgia (hereinafter referred to as the "Department"), and
the CITY OF MILTON, GEORGIA, a municipal corporation of the State of
Georgia, acting by and through its governing authority, the Mayor and City
Council (hereinafter referred to as the "City").

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, pursuant to O.C.G.A. S 12-5-21, it is the policy of the State of
Georgia that the water resources of the state are utilized prudently for the
maximum benefit of the people; and

WHEREAS, the Department is charged with the duty to regulate the
withdrawal, diversion, or impoundment of the surface waters of the state, and to
require the use of reasonable methods to prevent and control the pollution of the
waters of the state; and

WHEREAS, the Department is also responsible for developing and
maintaining an inventory of dams, classifying dams, and ensuring compliance of
all regulated dams pursuant to the Georgia Safe Dams Act, O.C.G.A. Secs. 12-5-
370 et seq. (the "Act"); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to House Bill 916 ('HB 916'), the General Assembly
enacted the State Budget for Fiscal Year 2025, which commenced on July 1,
2024, and runs through June 30,2025; and

WHEREAS, as part of HB 916, the General Assembly appropriated
$4,000,000.00 to the Department for one{ime funding for outdoor recreation (the
"Appropriation"); and

WHEREAS, $225,000 of the Appropriation (the "Funds") was specifically
earmarked to the City to be disbursed to the White Columns Gated Community
Association ("Association") for engineering, design, and permitting associated
with upgrades ("Dam Upgrades") to the Glenover Lake Dam exclusively located
in Milton, Georgia; and

WHEREAS, the Association is a Georgia nonprofit corporation formed
pursuant to the Master Declaration of Protective Covenants, Conditions and
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Restrictions for White Columns recorded in Deed Book 18915, Page 200, ef seg.,
Fulton County, Georgia land records, as supplemented and amended ("Master
Declaration"); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Master Declaration, all of the real property
owned by the Master Association together with any improvements thereon
constitutes Common Area of the Association and is intended for the common use
and enjoyment of all members of the Association; and

WHEREAS, a portion of the Association's Common Area consists of the
Glenover Drive Lake Dam which is more particularly described as Lake 8 and
Open Space South on the Final Subdivision Plat for White Columns Unit 64
attached hereto marked Exhibit "A" (the "Dam"); and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Declaration, the Association is responsible to
maintain and keep in good repair all portions of the Common Area, including the
Dam; and

WHEREAS, the Dam regulates the flow of water from Glenover Lake and
its upstream sources, prevents the flooding of agricultural land, and contributes
to the City's stormwater management efforts by helping to remove and prevent
contaminants entering into the groundwater; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act the Dam is classified as a Category I Dam
where improper operation or dam failure would result in probable loss of human
life; and

WHEREAS, the Department notified the Association that the Dam must be
physically upgraded to maintain compliance with the Act and Department
regulations; and

WHEREAS, the use of the Funds for Dam Upgrades protects the health,
safety, and welfare of all citizens of the State of Georgia by reducing risk of dam
failure and ensuring that the water resources of the state are utilized prudently for
the maximum benefit of the people; and

WHEREAS, Article lX, Section lll, Paragraph l(a) of the Georgia
Constitution (the "lntergovernmental Contracts Clause") authorizes, among other
things, any county, municipality or other political subdivision of the State to
contract, for a period not exceeding fifty years, with another county, municipality
or political subdivision or with any other public agency, public corporation or
public authority for joint services, for the provision of services, or for the provision
or separate use of facilities or equipment, provided that such contract deals with
activities, services, or facilities which the contracting parties are authorized by
law to undertake or to provide.
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NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the mutual public benefit
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of
which are hereby acknowledged, the parties agree with the recitals stated above
and as follows:

1. On or after the Effective Date, the City may submit to the Department a
request for payment of the Funds. Upon receipt of the City's request, the
Department shall cause the Funds to be paid to the City.

2. The City agrees that the Funds will be disbursed to the Association pursuant
to the terms and conditions of that certain Disbursement Agreement by and
between the City and the Association, a copy of which is attached hereto marked
Exhibit "B" (the "Disbursement Agreement").

3. The City acknowledges that the Funds shall only be used by the Association in
connection with the Dam Upgrades. lf, for any reason, the Association does not
exhaust the Funds, the City shall return any remaining balance to the
Department.

4. As directed by the Department, the City agrees to make all records regarding
disbursement of the Funds available to the Department for auditing purposes.

5. lt is understood and agreed by the parties that the Department shall have no
liability to the City relating in any way to the Dam.

6. The term of this Agreement shall commence on the Effective Date and shall
continue for a term of twenty (20) years and ending at 11:59 P.M., prevailing
legal time in Atlanta, Georgia, on the day immediately preceding the twentieth
(20'h) anniversary of the Effective Date hereof.

7. Each party hereby certifies that it has complied with, and will continue to
comply with during the term of this Agreement, the applicable provisions of the
Georgia Security and lmmigration Compliance Act, O.C.G.A. S 13-10-90 ef seg.

8. The parties represent that they have the right, power, and authority to enter
into this Agreement and that no further approvals, permissions, or consents of
any sort from any persons or entities are necessary for them to enter into this
Agreement.

9. No modification of or amendment to this Agreement shall be binding on either
party hereto unless such modification or amendment shall be in writing and
signed by authorized representatives of both the Department and the City.

[SIGNATURES BEGIN ON NEXT PAGE]
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lN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Department and the City, acting by and through
their duly authorized hereinafter named officers, have caused these presents to
be signed, sealed and delivered all as of the Effective Date.

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES

Al

By:

By
Iter Rabon

Commissioner or designee

CITY OF MILTON, GEORGIA

Peyton Jamison
Mayor

Attest
Tammy Lowit
Clerk

Approved as to form and legal sufficiency:
JARRARD & DAVIS, LLP

Joshua F. Jones, City Attorney
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EXHIBIT'A"
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