
 

RESOLUTION NO. ______ 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MILPITAS IN SUPPORT OF 

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF 

DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 

 

 WHEREAS, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW) is a comprehensive international women’s rights treaty that calls for appropriate measures, 

such as legislation, to ensure women’s rights and equality in all aspects of life, including in the political, 

social, economic, cultural, and civil fields; and the CEDAW was adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly in 1979 and ratified by 187 countries but the United States remains one of only six countries 

that have not ratified the treaty; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the spirit of the Convention is rooted in the goals of the United Nations to affirm 

faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, and in the equal rights 

of men and women and as CEDAW provides a comprehensive framework for challenging the various 

forces that have created and sustained discrimination based upon sex; and  

 

 WHEREAS, CEDAW, sometimes called an International Bill of Rights for Women, obligates 

those countries which have ratified or acceded to it to take all appropriate measures to ensure the full 

development and advancement of women in all spheres; political, educational, employment, health care, 

economic, social, legal, marriage and family relations, as well as to modify the social and cultural patterns 

of conduct of men and women to eliminate prejudice, customs and all other practices based on the idea of 

inferiority or superiority of either sex; and 

  

 WHEREAS, fifty-two countries, including the United States, signed CEDAW during the 1980 

Mid-Decade Conference for Women in Copenhagen, Denmark, and to date 161 countries, representing 

over half of the world’s countries, have now ratified or acceded to the Convention, and yet the United 

States has not ratified or acceded to it; and  

  

 WHEREAS, municipal governments have an appropriate and legitimate role in affirming the 

importance of international law in our communities as universal norms and to serve as guides for public 

policy; and  

  

 WHEREAS, there are vast gender disparities at the local, state, and national level; women, 

particularly women of color, disabled women, Native women, immigrant women, trans women, and 

women from marginalized communities suffer from unequal pay in Santa Clara County; and 

 

 WHEREAS, CEDAW provides a comprehensive framework for governments to examine their 

policies and practice in relation to women and girls and to rectify discrimination based on gender; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the adoption would further support the initiative of the California State Legislature 

in endorsing ratifications of CEDAW, when by resolution in 1997, it encouraged the United States Senate 

to ratify the Convention. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Milpitas hereby finds, determines, and 

resolves as follows:  

 

1. The City Council has considered the full record before it, which may include but is not 

limited to such things as the staff report, testimony by staff and the public, and other 
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materials and evidence submitted or provided to it.  Furthermore, the recitals set forth 

above are found to be true and correct and are incorporated herein by reference.  

 

2. The City Council supports the principles of the United Nations Convention on The 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women referenced as “CEDAW.” 

 

3. The City Council hereby directs staff to come back with an ordinance to implement in the 

City of Milpitas using the principles of the United Nations Convention on the Elimination 

of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in city operations. 

 

 PASSED AND ADOPTED this    day of    , 2020, by the following vote: 

 

AYES:  

NOES:  

ABSENT:  

ABSTAIN:  

 

ATTEST:      APPROVED: 

 

 

             

Mary Lavelle, City Clerk    Rich Tran, Mayor 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

      

Christopher J. Diaz, City Attorney 


