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December 9, 2025 

AGENDA ITEM – Community Garden: Request for Site Approval and Funding for Perimeter Fencing 

SUBJECT: Consideration of Approval for the Proposed Community Garden Site and Authorization of Funding 

for Perimeter Fence 

BACKGROUND: 

Over the past several months, the Town has been actively exploring the development of a community garden to 

provide residents with opportunities for local food cultivation, community engagement, education, and 

environmental stewardship. While the Town Commission has expressed general support for the concept during 

previous discussions, the governing body has not formally approved the use of the proposed municipal property 

as the designated community garden site. 

During this exploratory phase, community interest has exceeded expectations. With collaboration from The 

Pollinators and Old Florida Heritage Highway, residents have organized meetings, gathered materials lists, and 

begun fundraising efforts. To date, donations have already been secured to support raised beds, soil, tools, and 

other essential startup items. The outpouring of volunteerism and enthusiasm demonstrates strong community 

ownership of this initiative. 

As the project has gained momentum, staff paused to ensure proper procedural steps are followed. In order for 

planning and implementation to move forward, a formal Commission action is now needed to designate the 

identified Town property as the official community garden location. 

CURRENT REQUEST: 

In addition to site approval, staff is requesting Commission authorization for funding to install a perimeter fence 

around the garden. Due to significant deer activity in the area, the fence is critical to protecting the garden’s 

viability and ensuring early success for participating residents. Community partners have contributed 

substantially to garden startup costs, but the fencing represents an infrastructure expense appropriately placed 

with the Town. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

Cost of the perimeter fence to be determined based on Commission authorization and procurement of quotes. 

Funding source to be designated by the Commission. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Staff respectfully recommends the Commission: 

1. Approve the proposed Town property as the designated location for the Micanopy Community 

Garden; and 
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2. Authorize funding for the installation of a perimeter fence to protect the garden area. 

These actions will allow the Town, in partnership with community volunteers and local organizations, to move 

forward with establishing a successful and sustainable community garden for the benefit of Micanopy residents. 
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