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Preliminary Report, Phase 2, North Main Street Reconnaissance-level Survey of Historic Properties

We are submitting a preliminary report as we work to complete the final products for Phase 1 & 2
of the Reconnaissance-level Survey. We are currently finalizing data entry and the report
production which will be submitted to the Meridian Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and
the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). We will attend the September 28" meeting of the
HPC to present our findings and answer questions.

This is the second phase of a two-phase reconnaissance-level survey of Meridian’s North Main
Street (previously identified as E. 1% Street). The objective of the survey is to identify eligible, or
potentially eligible, properties for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). This
survey is part of Meridian’s continued historic preservation efforts as outlined in Goal 2 Locate
and identify historic and archeological resources significant to Meridian’s past as outlined in the
City of Meridian Preservation Plan, 2014.

The North Main Street Reconnaissance survey area in its entirety includes approximately 37 city
blocks located south of Cherry Lane/Fairview, west of E. 4" Street Avenue, north of Broadway
Avenue, and east of NW 1% Street.

The Phase 2 boundaries extend generally north to south from Fairview Avenue to Carlton Avenue
and east to west from NE 3™ Street to NE 2"¥ and a Half Street. Phase 2 also includes blocks from
Carlton Avenue south to Broadway, west of NE 4% Street to NW 1t Street, which were not
covered by Phase 1. Fieldwork was completed between May 10 and June 26, with six field days.
Approximately 25 properties were recorded on each field day. We are still finalizing the count, but
Phase 1 and 2 combined resulted in approximately 275 properties recorded.

The current survey overlaps with two previous surveys, one conducted in 1987 by volunteers
under the direction of Lila and Earl Hill. The second survey was conducted in 2004 by architectural
historian Emily Peeso Perkins. As both surveys were conducted more than ten years ago,
previously recorded sites were re-recorded to update the Idaho Historic Sites Inventory database.
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Sadly, a few historic properties have been demolished, the most significant loss being that of the
Meridian Exchange Bank, 109 E 2", which had been listed on the National Register of Historic
Places.

On the other hand, we were approached by several Meridian residents as we walked the
neighborhoods. The conversations were generally friendly, and some folks shared stories about
the history of their property, which is always helpful.

Attached is the preliminary inventory list for Phase 2. We are currently reviewing the database
information and checking to make sure we have correctly identified the properties and completed
all the required sections of the Idaho Historic Sites Inventory forms. This list may change slightly
before we complete our report, as we know that it’s easy to transpose numbers in a list like this.
We have included the column showing our in-the-field determination of National Register
Historic Places eligibility. We were tasked with determining if there might be potential historic
districts in the survey area. We are still discussing whether that potential exists and will include
that information in our final report.

We look forward to our presentation in September and we appreciate the opportunity to work
with the HPC to help deepen the base of information about fast-growing Meridian’s history.

Respectfully submitted,
)
o *’%@%
{

Elizabeth Jacox
Historian
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