OA(ERIDIAN—

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING * MINUTES
City Hall Council Chambers, 33 East Broadway Avenue, Meridian, Idaho
Wednesday, April 13,2022 * 5:30 p.m.

The Meridian Parks & Recreation Commission is a volunteer citizens’ group that is created and empowered to
advise the City on issues relating to park facilities and recreation programs of the City. Their mission is to gather
input from staff and other qualified personnel on issues relating to the creation and design of public parks and
open spaces; to listen to public input; and to provide advice and recommendations on parks and recreation
related matters to the Mayor and City Council,

Roll-Call Attendance
Commission President Jo Greer called the meeting to order at approximately 5:30 p.m. MPR
Administrative Assistant II Rachel Myers took roll-call attendance as follows:

X Jo Greer, President X Mike Medellin

X Keith Bevan, Vice President X John Nesmith

X Dom Gelsomino X Mandi Roberts

X Jennifer Bobo X Brandon Simpson

X Camden Hyde

Others present were: MPR Department staff—Parks Superintendent Mike Barton, Pathways
Project Manager Kim Warren, and Marketing Coordinator Shelly Houston; Deputy City Attorney
Emily Kane; Meridian Co-op Gardeners President Juli Bokenkamp; and COMPASS Principal
Planner Carl Miller.

Adoption of the Agenda
Commission President Jo Greer entertained a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Commissioner Dom Gelsomino moved to adopt the agenda. Commissioner Jennifer Bobo seconded.

All were in favor of the motion.

Approval of the Minutes

1. February9, 2022 Regular Meeting - Jo Greer
Commission President Jo Greer entertained a motion to adopt the minutes as presented.
Commissioner Dom Gelsomino moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Jennifer Bobo
seconded. All were in favor of the motion.

Announcements
2. Volunteer Appreciation - Mike Barton
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MPR Parks Superintendent Mike Barton announced April is National Volunteer Month,
which is a month that is dedicated to recognizing the importance of volunteering and
honoring the contributions that volunteers make by donating their time, talents, and most
of all—their passion. The MPR Commission has all of these attributes. Members show up to
these meetings each month and make contributions. Their work is greatly appreciated! A
small gift and thank-you card were presented to each Commissioner.

3. Upcoming Events - Shelly Houston
MPR Marketing Coordinator Shelly Houston provided an Upcoming Events flyer and
highlighted the events noted, which is attached to these meeting minutes. She also handed
out a flyer about the Arbor Day Celebration (see attachment).

New Business

4. Communities in Motion 2050 - Carl Miller
COMPASS Principal Planner Carl Miller presented a PowerPoint about the Communities in
Motion 2050 initiative, which is the long-range transportation plan for the region (Ada &
Canyon County). Copies of his slides are attached to these meeting minutes.

Commission Feedback:

¢ Dom Gelsomino - Is the high transit method Carl described similar to Denver,
which has the speed train from downtown Denver to Aurora/Boulder, etc.? At this
point, COMPASS staff will have to do additional environmental studies, look at funding,
etc. But what they are looking at right now is a dedicated train, very similar to the Salt
Lake approach on the rail corridor which stops every 2-4 miles.

What was COMPASS’ evaluation on the growth trend and where they were with the
prognosis four years ago to today? For the Communities in Motion 2040, the forecast
was just over 1 million people by 2040. Their 2050 forecast is almost 1.1 million.

e Jennifer Bobo - Did COMPASS also need to account for the amount of people that
are teleworking and not in need of transportation as much as they were pre-
pandemic? COMPASS staff members have had deep thoughts about this. One of the
issues is that when they run a forecast, they look at demographics where people will
live and work. Being that the drastic change in work from home is so recent, they don’t
have great data on this yet.

e Mandi Roberts - She thanked Carl for his presentation. She stated she is really
impressed that they are planning around activity centers. As a long-term view, she
has thought about planning for Boise and the Treasure Valley that they need to look
at centers beyond what is existing today and how they might intensify or create
neighborhood centers in some of the areas that are growing really quickly.

She was also very happy to see the idea of using the rail corridor for commuter rail,
although it can be rather challenging working in an active rail corridor where freight
is being moved. Has Carl had many conversations with rail operators about how this
might work with introducing commuter rail? Yes. They are having many
conversations with Union Pacific and other freight distributors along the rail as they
can. Currently, COMPASS is in a situation where they need to demonstrate they can
fund this system so that Union Pacific would want to talk about leasing or purchasing
part of the corridor; and yet they cannot really have that conversation on how to fund
things because they don't yet have a plan of how they would make it work. They are
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proposing to their Board of Directors their planning and environmental linkages
where they will be able to hire the consultant and work through a lot of the issues
about funding and the environment and identify ways they can move this project
forward.

e President Jo Greer - She encouraged the Commissioners to go to the COMPASS
website and sign up to receive emails and to take the various surveys that are
offered.

5. Community Garden Update - Juli Bokenkamp
Meridian Co-op Gardeners President Juli Bokenkamp presented an update via a PowerPoint
about the Meridian Co-op Gardeners and the Kleiner Park Community Garden. Copies of her
slides are attached to these meeting minutes.

Commission Feedback:

e PresidentJo Greer - She thanked Juli and her team. What they are doing is
incredible, and they are able to spread their knowledge and assistance throughout
the Valley. She added it is remarkable having the children involved with the garden
as well.

Are the current weather conditions affecting them? Yes, it has its challenges.

With the flower arrangements, where does Juli get the vases? They are donated by
various people/groups.

She would like to see the Community Garden on one of the stops this year for the
Parks Tour, especially since there are new Commissioners on the team who haven’t
seen it.

¢ Camden Hyde - If Juli ever needs a bunch of high school hands, he can rally some
students for her. Please let him know if she needs help.

* Dom Gelsomino - He echoed all of the sentiments that evening. Juli and her team
are incredible and wonderful! He is at a loss for words.

6. Pathways Tour Route Discussion - Kim Warren
MPR Pathways Manager Kim Warren presented a PowerPoint about the upcoming Spring
Pathways Tour on bicycles. The tour will be held on Wednesday, May 11, 2022 in lieu of the
regularly-scheduled Commission meeting. Copies of her slides are attached to these
meeting minutes.

Commission Feedback:
¢ President Jo Greer - She commented the proposed pathway route looks great, and
she is excited for the event.

Old Business ~ NONE
Workshop ~ NONE
Staff Reports

7. MPR Staff
Parks Superintendent Mike Barton reported on the following:

Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting Minutes - April 13, 2022 Page 3 of 4
Persons desiring accommodation for disabilities related to documents and/or hearings:
Please contact the City Clerk’s Office at 888-4433 at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.



¢ Discovery Park, Phase 2 - The Department broke ground, and there is lots of
construction activity happening. Crews are going underneath the gas lines to install the

sewer lines.

e Lakeview Golf Course Irrigation and Cart Paths - The contract has been awarded. The

project will kick off in June.
* Playground Replacements - The playground replacements at Chateau and Bear Creek
Parks are on track for this summer.

Pathways Project Manager Kim Warren reported on the following:
¢ Pathway Infill Projects - There are several pathway infill projects that have been going
on, connecting gaps.

o Creason Connection - This project went out to bid, which is north of 8t Street Park
connecting into the Five Mile Creek Pathway. There were three bidders, and the
winning bid was approximately half the price of the engineer’s construction estimate.
The project should start this month.

o Linder Sidewalks - There is one at Linder and Ustick for one stretch and then another
one that is just north and on the east side of Linder. These plans are complete. All the
bid-ready documentation has been filled out. MPR staff members are awaiting final
plans from ACHD but do not anticipate any changes.

o Locust Grove - These segments are also very close to starting.

Adjourn
Commission President Jo Greer entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Dom
Gelsomino moved to adjourn. Commissioner Jennifer Bobo seconded. The vote was unanimous

and in favor of the motion.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:13 p.m.

(AUDIO & VIDEO ON FILE OF THESE PROCEEDINGS)

APPROVED:

JO GREER, PRESIDENT DATE

KEITH BEVAN, VICE PRESIDENT
/rem

Attachments:
1) Flyers: Upcoming Events & Arbor Day Celebration (2 pages)
2) Document & PowerPoint: Communities in Motion 2050 (35 pages)
3) Annual Report & PowerPoint: Community Garden Update (25 pages)
4) PowerPoint: Pathways Tour Discussion (2 pages)
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UPCOMING

VNS

Take Me Fishing Trailer — Free Fishing Events by Idaho Fish & Game
Come give fishing a try! Loaner equipment & instruction available; no license needed
Thursday, April 21, 4:00—8:00 pm, Kleiner Park Pond
Wednesday, April 27, 4:00—8:00 pm, Settlers Park Pond
Saturday, May 7, 10:00 am—2:00 pm, Kleiner Park Pond
Wednesday, May 11, 5:00—8:00 pm, Settlers Park Pond
Wednesday, May 25, 4:00—8:00 pm, Kleiner Park Pond

Meridian Main Street Market
The market season opens Saturday, April 16. The market generally runs every Saturday from
9:00 am—2:00 pm outside Meridian City Hall. Potential vendors can apply now!

Spring Craft & Vendor Fair
Saturday, April 23, 10:00 am—4:00 pm, Meridian Senior Center

Prescription Drug Take-Back Event
Saturday, April 30, 10:00 am—2:00 pm, Blue Cross of Idaho Parking Lot

Trash or Treasure
April 30—May 1 Because one man’s trash is another man’s treasure!

Find details at meridiancity.org/trashtalk

Meridian Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, May 5, 7:00 am, Ten Mile Christian Church, Tickets at: meridianchamber.org

Spring Clean-Up
May 2-6 Call Republic Services to arrange for free haul-away of bulk items.
Find details at: meridiancity.org/trashtalk

Ribbon Cutting of Settler Park Corn Hole Court
Friday, May 13, 12:00 Noon, Settlers Park by Shelter #3, All Welcome

Unplug and Be Outside Week
May 7-14  Enjoy a variety of free activities focused on sports, recreation and the arts.

Find schedule of events at meridiancity.org/unplug

Lowell Scott Spring Bazaar
Saturday, May 14, 9:30 am—5:00 pm, Lowell Scott Middle School

Memorial Day Ceremony at Rock of Honor
Monday, May 30, 11:00 am, Rock of Honor Veterans Memorial in Kleiner Park

Meridian Parks and Recreation Summer Activity Guide
Now available online at: meridiancity.org/activityguide

Visit Meridian’s Community Calendar at: www.meridiancity.org/calendar




_ Help Us Celebrate Avbor Vay

Saturday, May 7
In Kleiner Park

11:00 am
Guided Tree Tour & Tree Care Tips
in the Kleiner Park Arboretum

Noon
Arbor Day Ceremony with
Proclamation Reading, Tree City USA
Presentation, Tree Planting and
Evergreen Seedling Give-Away

12:30 pm
Kleiner Park Community Garden
Tour and Seed Swap

These events are part of Meridian's
Unplug and Be Outside Activities.
Learn more at meridiancity.org/unplug
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Working together to plan for the future

COMPASS

coMMURITY PLANNING ASSOCIATION
N Boathwerad es

MERIDIAN PARKS AND RECREATION COMISSION
DATE: APRIL 13, 2022

Topic: Communities in Motion 2050, Regional Long-Range Transportation Plan for Ada and
Canyon Counties

Background/Summary:

The Community Planning Association of Southwest Idaho (COMPASS) serves as the metropolitan
planning organization for Ada and Canyon Counties. As such, it develops a regional long-range
transportation plan for the two-county area. The plan must have a minimum 20-year horizon
and be updated every four years. The current plan is Communities in Motion 2040 2.0 (CIM
2040 2.0). The next update, Communities in Motion 2050 (CIM 2050), will plan to a horizon year
of 2050 and is scheduled to be presented to the COMPASS Board of Directors for adoption in
December 2022.

The goal of Communities in Motion is to ensure that the Treasure Valley - Ada and Canyon
Counties - remains a healthy and economically vibrant region that offers people choices in how
and where they live, work, play, and travel. To do that, CIM 2050 forecasts how the region is
expected to grow, anticipates the transportation needs to accommodate that growth, then
prioritizes projects to meet those needs.

Key aspects of CIM 2050 include:

» A forecasted population of 1.075 million in Ada and Canyon Counties by 2050

e The CIM 2050 Vision, the preferred growth and transportation scenario to 2050 for Ada and
Canyon Counties

» A complete network policy — a regional, multimodal, integrated, vision for transportation
corridors

» A funding policy to guide how federal transportation funding is allocated

COMPASS is working with member agencies to compile the draft the plan for public comment in
September 2022.

More Information:
1) CIM 2050: https://www.compassidaho.org/prodserv/cim2050.htm

2) For questions, contact Carl Miller at 208/475-2239 or cmiller@compassidaho.org.

700 NE 2nd Street, Suite 200 | Meridian, ID 83642 | P.208.855.2558 | F. 208.855.2559 | www.compassidaho.org




Communities in
Motion 2050

Long-Range Transportation Plan
Ada and Canyon Counties

Carl Miller, PMP, AICP CTP
Principal Planner
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Who is COMPASS?

C_(]MPASS
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COMPASS is...

...An association of cities, counties, highway districts, and other

agencies who plan for the future of Ada and Canyon Counties.
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COMPASS is...

Parma

S COMPASS MEMBERS @coenre
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COMPASS is...

Local governments

e Cities
* Counties
e Highway districts

Other agencies

e Boise State University

e Capital City Development Corporation

» Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
e Idaho Transportation Department

» VValley Regional Transit
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COMPASS is...

...the forum for regional collaboration in
southwest Idaho that helps maintain a healthy
and economically vibrant region, offering

people choices in how and where they live,
waork, play, and travel.

Bl Provide technical expertise

aisis Facilitate

(®) Implement

APcomPAass
WY e
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What does COMPASS do?

(g Plan
@ Implement

Bl Provide technical expertise

s Facilitate

fPacompass
Y

What is a long-range
transportation plan?

@%COMPASS
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Long-range transportation plan

multimodal Forecasted Fiscally Public
transportation growth constrained involvement
system

Plans for 20+ years; updated every 4 years

ACOMPASS

T
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What goes into a
long-range plan?

acompass
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Explore

2019 -2020
fPacomPass
T

Demographic
Forecast
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A lot can change
in 30 years

A0Y
L

COMPASS

TY PLANNING ASSOCIATION
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The Commun ties i

Nearly 1.1
million

How will life change by 20507
Help plan for the future of the Treasure Valley!
Take a short 5-minute survey to share how you see life

: changing in the next 5, 10, or even 30 years — it's quick,
e it's e@sy, and it will make a differencel
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Survey results: values
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Choose

CIM 2050
Vision

Network
Policy

Capacity
Transit
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WHERE DO WE
GROW FROM
HERE?

Help shape the Treasure

Valley's future.

Take a quick survey at
compassidaho.org

Ticket to Ride—62% Come Together—62%

Let it Be—22%
Penny Lane—22%

SHY
&

COMPASS
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COMMUNITIES IN MOTION 2050 VISION

OMMUNITIES
N MOTION 2050

COMPASS

HICH-CAPACITY TRANSIT

'@E:——“‘""—'-...:____: ; I AREAS OF IMPACT DOUNDART

EXISTING NEICHBORHOODS

Active transportation

Key considerations

e Vulnerable users — safety paramount
* Provides choices; promotes active/healthy living
* Reduces congestion and air pollution

Management strategies

e Separated infrastructure

» Slower traffic speeds and volumes
* Employ compact land use patterns @%c OMPASS

4/13/2022
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Auto

Key considerations

» Typically fastest and most convenient mode
 Increasing traffic congestion

Management strategies

¢ Use technology to maximize efficiency

» Manage access
* Provide other options
e Increase capacity

Freight g__@!

Key considerations

» Traditional destinations + home deliveries
e Manage for efficiency, safety, and interactions with
other modes

Management strategies

e Manage access
¢ Manage parking and curb space
e Separate manufacturing from other land uses to

reduce conflicts

4/13/2022
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Public Transportation & 11c

Key considerations

e Improvements needed for speed/convenience to be
competitive with SOV

e Provides choices; promotes active/healthy living

» Reduces congestion and air pollution

Management strategies

» Provide first and last mile connections

* Transit supportive densities and land uses
¢ Manage curb space

e Dedicated funding

COMPASS

ESMUNICY FLARTENG ASSOEIATION

Years”
= “very |

;; S'“Tl(:ke’c to.
; "Come Together we
# the highest rated
7. scenarios in the “Where

do we grow from here” e
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Take a 10-minute survey at COMPASSIDAHO.0RG

What is high-capacity transit?

Faster than a

Carries more

people than a
bus

Improved
service and
amenities acomenss
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Treasure Valley High
Capacity Transit Study

2020 Update

W COMPASS

COMMUNITY FLANNING ASSOCIATION
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COMMUN ITIES
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Prioritize

Funded /
Prioritized
Transportation
Projects

Funding Policy Congestion
/ Financial Management
Plan Plan

Short-term funded
(FY2022-2026)

* Maintenance - all modes

* Roads, bridges, and intersections
* Public transportation
+ Pathways

« Safety

+ Studies

+ Plans

* Technology

ffacompass
J cunuumrnnl‘ ns:u F.

4/13/2022
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Long-Term Funded State and Local Roads

s Budgeted or Long-Term Funded per CIM 2040 2.0 |
| Smmm— Additional Long-Term Funded for CIM 2050 Foundation {widening)

Long-Term Funded Public Transportation

Middletan

il

ﬁcomp;\ss

COMMUNIEY FLAIGING ASSOCIATION
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Long-term needs

(({’) CIM 2050 Goals

[Eﬁl Technical Analysis

Other Considerations

*  Gaps
: = *  Support transit
& — +  Companion projects
¥ e * Environmental issues

*  Minority/low-income
Safety SPacomPAss
K e

4/13/2022
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Prioritizing pathway needs
Off-System Network Only
<,,,> Ownership
+ Right-of-Way
mi] Proximity
+ To key locations
Equity
- | - * Access to job and transit
- .
Connectivity
+ Based on walkability
L analysis gaconeass
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DRAFT Identified State Needs

[ | )
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= = ST —DRAFT[den ified State SysemNeeds

DRAFT Ident|f|ed Local Needs

Recently Ce L
\ == DRAFT Identified Local Needs
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Prioritizing roadway needs

» Foundation - expected to be funded by 2050

« Deficiency analysis
* When is the project needed? 5-year bins

* Prioritize projects in "Bin 1”

2030
2035
2040
2045
2050

DRAFT Unfunded Public
Transportation System

4/13/2022
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Prioritizing transit needs

Premium Network Only

()
i
ek

Development
2050 forecasted jobs and

HH within % mile

Equity
Poverty, non-white, Latino

within Y4 mile

Productivity
2050 forecast ridership,
normalized by hours of

service
&facompass

Unfunded Studies
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Priorities

» Hidden for now

* Later put prioritized list(s)
* Bin 1 funded?
« Unfunded x 5 lists?

C

A COMPASS

Transportation Projects

- ———

l—--\.l — { I
\ m— Recently Completed, Underway, Budgeted, DRAFT Long-Term Funded
' l Emem— DRAFT Identified Needs.
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Funded Improvements

$xx billion = Capital
$xx billion = Maintenance,
operations

Investment to
2050

$xx billion

Sfacompass

Funding shortfall

Fie:

V)
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Unfunded capital

WCOMPASS

[/ COMMUNITY PLANKING ASSOEIATION

Unfunded Non-capital

$vvv million to 2050 for
local roads in Ada and
Canyon Counties

$sss million to 2050 for
public transportation

4/13/2022
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Needs, Funding, and Shortfall to 2050

Total (2022 - 2050)
Annual

é%c OMPASS
gy R

Why should I care?

How can I be
involved?

APAcomMPASS
Qi‘y o s on
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Transportation
System

Dollars

Your Tax Your Quality of

Life

IN MOTION 2050
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Be involved!
You may have already - did you take a survey?
Subscribe to emails; follow us on social media
Public comment period - September

At a glance...

2050 population = 1.075 million

People
2022 population = 782,000
SYStem Complete trar;p_ai{ainn Syrsitrég —— = o

Bike, freight, ped, public transportation, roadways

Projecfs Funded and unfuﬁded

Prioritized by year of need

Includes High-capacity transit - regional rail on the Boise Cutoff
alignment

%

ALHCOMPASS

COMAMUNITY FLANNING ASSOCIATION

i

%

AL
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At a glance...

—peop|e 72-050 popula-l;cri'on = 1.075”million
782,000

2022 population

Eystem Complete trans:portation system

Bike, freight, ped, public transportation, roadways

Funding Focus federal fundring on maintenance

..while strategically addressing regional priorities

rprojeic:csn $xxx billion = capital improvements

$xxx billion = maintenance, operations, etc.

Shortfall $xxx billion shortfall

Average $xxx million per year éﬁ%cum;ss
Next Steps
Finish draft
Incorporate

33
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Contact

Carl Miller, PMP, AICP CTP
Principal Planner
cmiller@compassidaho.org

Find us online!
\fu%v www.compassidaho.org

U7
www.facebook.com/compassidaho e www.instagram.com/compassidaho
u www.twitter.com/compassidaho n www.youtube.com/compassidaho

m www linkedin.com/company/compassidaho
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2021 Annual Report

This report highlights
the community garden
season, the pollinator
garden, and everything
else in between.

..................

Meridian Co-Op Gardeners

About Us

We are 32 families gardening together in
a small corner of Kleiner Park in
Meridian, Idaho. Instead of'a typical
community garden model where
gardeners have their own plots. this
garden connects people together around
one large plot that we work ecommunally.
Our gardeners are children, youth and
adults of all ages. backgrounds, cultures.
and abilities who we empower to take part
in every job at the garden. Everybody
learns how to.do everything, and has input
on garden ideas and decision making.
Being a part of this shared space gives
people an opportunity to be inspired,
solve problems, share humor, vent
frustrations, and share achievements.
Bringing together like-minded people
nurtures a rewarding and engaging
community. There’s no limit to what we
can accomplish!

We passionately maintain this
community garden area that includes a no-
till section. 4 raised beds, 13 fruit trees in
the park., a compost area. a pollinator
garden, and a shed for storage. We work
side-by-side teaching and helping one
another in'the process of creating and
growing high quality, organic. nutrient-
dense food for our families and for those
with food and nutrition insecurity.

Growing Connections...

in the garden and in our community...while growing

vegetables for our families and for those in need.

Every year [ am amazed at what
is accomplished in this garden
and 2021 was no different. With
continuing Covid-19 concerns,
poor air quality from forest fires,
and hot summer temperatures it
was one of the most physically
challenging and mentally
exhausting seasons to date. In
spite of our struggles the garden
thrived.

This garden has become a
powerful way for people to
connect, work, and relax with
others. It provides healthy and
enriching experiences that create
a more connected and generous
community. Our gardeners love
being a part of what we do and
are deeply committed to the
garden. They continue to show
up week after week, starting in
April and ending in October.

You don’t do that if you don’t
love it! We bring out the best in
each other. When you depend on
and assist one another it creates a
sense of teamwork and belonging

it embraces character, spirit,
pride, and shared goals. We
matter to one another. You may
not become friends with
everyone, but you get to meet and
know many people which is what
community is all about. Building
and growing relationships in the
garden and around the
community is intentional and
necessary. Everything we do has
a clear purpose and focus that
brings all of us together around
the garden.

I am grateful for the empowering
partnership with the City of
Meridian, the inspiring and
dedicated gardeners who make a
commitment to this garden, and
for the uplifting support we
receive from the community. [
am excited to be planning my
tenth year in the garden and
looking forward to 2022.

With Gratitude,
Juli Bokenkamp



Planted and Maintained

Our gardeners work together,
April through October, to maintain
the garden—this includes planting,
watering, weeding, trellising,
cultivating, and harvesting. This
year we grew apples, artichokes,
beans, beets, blueberries, cabbage,
carrots, celery, chard, collards,
cucumbers, eggplant, fennel,
flowers, garlic, herbs, horseradish,
Jjostaberries, kale, leeks, lettuces,
melons, onions, peaches, peppers,
potatoes, pumpkins, radishes,
rhubarb, summer and winter
Squash, tomatoes, and watermelon.

8,362 pounds of organically grown
produce was donated to those who
are hungry and where there are
Jood insecurity problems.
Donations were made through the

ne big famy...

“The garden provides for varying

levels of companionship on any given

garden day. It provides space for
those who want to spend more time
with their families, engage with the

Jriends they have made in the garden,

or for those who want to share the
garden space with others while
completing a more solitary task.
When we are in the garden together,
we are one big family knowing that
each person may have a different
need that day, and that is okay! I feel
that each person is appreciated and
each social need is embraced.”
Brodie

Meridian Food Bank, Community
Mimistries Center, St. Mark's
Community Food Bank, and
Immanuel Lutheran Food
Fellowship (that provides a meal to
about 100 persons each week). Red
and green tomatoes were given
away in the community, potatoes
gleaned from a farm in Middleton,
and squash grown at Two Dogs and
a Gopher Garden added a few
hundred extra pounds toward our
end total. We held an in-house
peanut butter and jelly drive for
Community Ministries Center to
help fill their shelves and delivered
apples, peppers and cabbages from
Wagner Farms after the season was
over. Sharing food helps build a
Stronger community.

Labor Detail

The Ada County Sheriff's
Alternative Sentencing program
provided 148 service hours with the
help of 27 clients.

ENEL X

Four employees worked a total of
eight hours helping to take down
the garden at the end of the season.

Education in the Garden

We cultivate a community of healthy, happy, and enthusiastic adults
and young people by encouraging them to put their hands in the dirt,
eat well, and learn the transformative power of growing their own food.
The community garden and the pollinator habitats provide an engaging
space and connects all of us to plants, soil, agriculture, nutrition and
healthy food, sustainability, environmental stewardship, habitats, and
nature. Everything we do is focused on food and education while
providing unique opportunities to learn from one another.

This year 11 kindergarteners from WINGS, in Boise, toured the garden.
We supplied them with green tomatoes to make green tomato pies for
one of their food projects. Everyone loved them until they found out
they were made with “green tomatoes”. Cub Scout Pack # 95 and Girl
Scout Troop #2135 helped with pollinator garden projects. An Eagle
Scout from Boy Scout Troop #78 installed bird nesting houses near the
pollinator garden.

Planting seeds and watching them grow is a
magical experience for children and adults of
all ages. It teaches important life skills. It is
exciting to see how most food begins its
Jjourney in the ground. Planting a small
carrot seed, watching the greens develop and
then later pulling up an orange carrot from
the ground never disappoints.




Lil’ and Junior Gardeners:

The children who are a part of the garden have a unique opportunity to
participate in various classes throughout the gardening season...along
with helping in every aspect in and around the garden. It's important to
us lo keep the younger generations involved in garming and gardening.

We were excited to bring back our
Lil” Gardeners Program this year.
Up to twenty children at a time
participated in various activities led
by adults within our garden
community. Garden-based
education classes included:

1. Growing and planting
sunflowers

2. Habitats and building fairy
gardens

3. Making flower arrangements

4. Pollinators and using
butterfly nets

5. Seed saving and making
pinecone birdfeeders

Gardening is a healthy and fun
activity for children. They develop
new skills and learn more about
nature and science while growing
food for their families. Children are
often motivated to eat what they
grow in the garden. They help plant
seeds and seedlings, water, weed,
harvest, and especially enjoy taking
down the garden at the end of the
season when they can use the
wheelbarrows like the adults. This
garden provides an environment in
which children can observe,

discover, experiment, and learn.
These real-life experiences help
prepare them to be active
participants in the garden.

Through the Eyes of a Child:

“I like to pick peppers and also
play with my friend. 1 like to make
all the fun crafts.” Noah (6)

“Ilike cucamelons.”” Addison (6)

“I like playing with my friends,
watering the plants and eating the
carrots.” Ryken (8)

“I like the celery and the
sunflowers. Iloved making the
pinecone birdfeeders. I like to
harvest cucamelons.” LyleighAnna

(&)
“I like tomatoes.” DehkLynn (6)

“I like helping people and growing
carrots.” Everelt (6)

“I like weeding, eating kale and
cucamelons, and harvesting
carrots.” Forrest (2)




Dahlias and Other Flowers

This year, through generous
donations, we added a variety of
dahlias to the garden. They are
beautiful, elegant and vividly
colored flowers. Unlike the
annuaqls and perennials we grow
these are tuberous perennials
(but considered annuals in our
zone). They required staking and
must be dug up in the fall. The
tubers are stored over the winter
in temperatures between 40-55
degrees. If they overwinter
successfully we look forward to
planting them again in the
spring. They were a wonderful
addition to our flower:
arrangements and one of the
longest lasting cut flowers.

In addition to the dahlias, we
added new varieties of other
[flowers to the garden as well.

Four free flower cutting events
were held for the public. These
events included educational
sessions on creating flower
arrangements. 260 flower
arrangments were crealed in
total (116 more than 2021) and
shared with families, friends,
neighbors, and strangers to help
brighten our community. We
hope they show kindness and
bring encouragement and joy to
the people around us.

Another special flower cutting
event ineluded the Junior and

Lil" Gardeners. They received a
lesson on flower selection,
conditioning, design basics, and
most of all were encouraged io
have fun! Their flower
arrangements were amazing.
Rochelle Adams and The Free
Flower Project donated
additional flowers for this event.




Other 2021
Updates

Heroes Park Pollinator
Planting Project

Kleiner Park Pollinator
Garden and Fruit Trees

The pollinator garden is a great
example of native plants. It
attracts native pollinators, and
quite a few people too. A new
group, Friends of the Pollinator
Garden, helped with cleanup
activities in the spring. Girl
Scout Troop #215 planted
milkweed and also built four
butterfly and pollinator habitat
boxes for the garden. Eight bird
nesting houses were installed as
part of an Eagle Scout project.
Thirteen fruit trees planted in the
park grew well. The city arborist
and one of our gardeners held a
free pruning class for our group
in February. We harvested a few
apples and some peaches,
however, peaches and apples
Jfrom two trees were harvested
without permission.

In partnership with the City of
Meridian, we identified areas at
Heroes Park that were ideal to
create more pollinator habitat.
Drip irrigation was already in
place but plants were needed.
Two trays of annuals and
perennials identified as
beneficial for native pollinators
were donated through The Ada
Soil and Water Conservation
District who sponsored the
Treasure Valley Pollinator
Project. Mountain View High
School donated annuals, our
garden group contributed
annuals and perennials, and the
City purchased additional plants
to make this project possible. A
Jew of our gardeners and nearby
neighbors (7 adults and 3
children) helped to plant more
than 400 plants. This area
bloomed throughout the summer
and received compliments from
those walking by. The
pollinators seemed quite happy
with this addition. Boy Scout
Pack #95 helped with end of
season clean up by weeding and
removing spent annuals. The
clean-up was scheduled through
the Parks and Recreation
Volunteer Coordinator, Chelsea
Cantrell.

We hope to continue planting
and expanding the pollinator
planting at Heroes Park as time
and funding permits.



Western Idaho Fair:
WE WON!

It was exciting to be a part of the
Western Idaho Fair again. Some
of our favorite and best flowers
and vegetables were selected for
entries. We won a Blue Ribbon
Vegetable plaque for 2021. The
cucumber, eggplant, and melon
took Best of the Best sponsored
by Reggies Veggies. We won 18
first place, 11 second place, 8
third place, 1 fourth place, and
one honorable mention. Plus
Jfour entriesribbons for the
largest in category. The flowers
won 14 first place, 7 second
place, 5 third place, 2 honorable
mentions, and the Akita dahlia
took Best of Division.

Little Free Library and
Free Seeds

A Little Free Library, built and
installed by our gardeners, is
now located at the entrance to
the community garden and
maintenance yard of Kleiner
Park. 1t is filled with books and
seeds to share with the
community. The outside is
designed and painted by Rachel
Sulik (Boise) with 31 different
pollinators and fun whimsical
flowers on all four sides. When
you visit try fo find all 31!
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In the News...

Dominifarm Animal
Sanctuary, Inc.

Idaho News Channel 6 (KIVI TV)
did a feature story on our efforts
at the garden and how we donate
produce to local food banks.
Black Badger Media has also
taken photos, video, and did a
personal interview.

Dominifarm, located in Kuna,
Idaho is an animal sanctuary.
We were able to donate
oversized and less than perfect
produce to help feed their
animals. They have horses,
cows, goats, chickens, cows,
pigs, turkeys, ducks, emus, and

domestic geese. Hundreds of
pounds from our garden and
Two Dogs and a Gopher Garden
were collected and delivered.

We also connected with two
neighborhoods and collected
more than 500 pumpkins and 7
bales of straw.

D & B Seed Donations

For the past three years D & B
in Meridian has donated the
end of season Livingston
vegetable, herb, and flower
seeds to our group. The
quantity is HUGE. We use
these seeds in our garden and
share them with the
community. Hundreds of seed
packets were bundled for
porch pick ups in the spring...
and shared with backyard
gardeners, homesteaders, and
small farmers. We shared not
only seeds but plants we grew.
These were shared with Idaho
State Correctional Institution
(Boise), Women's and
Children’s Alliance (Boise),
City Light Home for Women
(Boise), Barbara Morgan
Elementary School (Meridian)
and an I Heart Treasure
Valley project on the Blue
Cross garden site (Meridian)
to help their gardening
programs. Mountain View
High School Horticulture
program provided fomatoes
and peppers for the I Heart
garden.



Additional Detalls about 2021

“According to the National
Weather Service, the summer of
2021 was the hottest on record.
It was 100 degrees or hotter for
12 days in a row in July, and the
lowest high temperature was 91
degrees.” (Idaho Statesman,
Jan Max Stevenson, 9-02-2021).
The high temperatures and
smoke from regional forest fires
created challenges in working
and enjoying the garden. Rain
was minimal causing drought
conditions around the area. We
were incredibly thankful that our
garden irrigation continued to
Sflow through the end of our
season. Unfortunately, many
community gardens in the area
lost their water a month early.

A number of improvements were
made this year including entry
way flower baskets. One of our
gardeners used round concrete
Sforms spray painted black to
cover the old gate posts. Flower
baskets were placed on the top.
The same gardener also created
a wonderful watering system
that attaches to a hose spigot
allowing multiple children to
Jill their watering cans easier
and at the same time. At the end
of the season our tool and
equipment shed was painted to
match the maintenance yard
building.

Juli stayed connected to the
Treasure Valley Community
Garden Cooperataive and
attended a number of field trips
to other gardens including:
Canyon Springs Garden
Outreach (Middleton), Harvest
Heroes Veteran’s Garden
(Nampa), The Gift International
Garden (Ontario), and Ed
Keener's Garden (Boise). It is a
great opportunity to see what
other gardeners are doing, share
resources, and bring ideas to
use in this garden.

We try to make the time in our
off season to stay connected with
each other. This year we held a
wreath making class

This year Juli was nominated to
be the Grand Marshal for the
Meridian Winter Parade. A
number of our gardeners joined in
the fun. It was exciting to be
recognized for the work we do in
the community.

Goals: moving forward
we will continue to...grow

Jfresh and organic produce for our
Jfamilies, share our harvest with
those who struggle with food
security in and around our
community, grow flowers to be
enjoyed and shared, maintain the
pollinator garden spaces, and
provide education to our
gardeners and the community.

During 2022 we intend to focus on
the quality of the food we provide
to the food bank. This will include
selection, presentation and
labeling of food delivered. To the
Jfood banks. We want to make sure
the food banks need and can use
the selection of produce we
provide.

Other goals include: (1) adding a
Jourth dahlia row; (2) offering a
Sfruit tree pruning class that the
public can be invited to, (3)
cutting down potato boxes to make
smaller raised beds that will be
added to Zone 5; (4) having
gardeners teach gardeners what
they know by hosting special
classes taught at the end of our
workday sessions; (3) finding
ways to protect our fruit trees
Srom public harvesting, (6)
connecting with Friends of the
Pollinator Garden group at least
twice each year; (7) creating an
informational brochure to place in
the Lilttle Library, (8) and
continuing discussions with the
City of Meridian about adding a
shade structure.



“I have loved being a part of the
garden. The incredible quality of
people that are a part of this
community bring so much joy to
me every time I come to work. [
have learned so much about the
types of veggies available to grow
in Idaho and my world of tomatoes
will never be the same. I am
completely spoiled! Thank you and
thanks to everyone who makes this
possible, as an outreach and a
generous learning and gardening
experience.” Celeste

“The community garden fills me
up in so many ways. [ love
spending time getting to know
people, serving the community,
getting some exercise, and being
outdoors. [ am amazed at what all
gets accomplished and how much
we can help with food bank
donations. It’s been fun hearing
Levi and Laurel talk to other
people about the garden and what
it’s about. Chrissy

“I'm grateful to have been a part
of the co-op garden this year. It
was wonderful meeting people
JSrom all walks of life as we
gathered together twice a week
working in different areas to learn
about the process it takes to grow
our own food. I loved that it was a
natural way to add this to our
personal homeschooling process
as well.” Christina

“The garden is such a special place
for all of us to work together to
create something amazing that
serves so many people in our
community. The garden is a
peaceful place to be in a very
hectic world. Looking forward to
202217 Kristin

Quotes from our gardeners

“1 just finished my 3" year in the
garden and each year I am amazed
by how much I learn and how
wonderful the people are. This
community is top notch. The
commitment to the garden by so
many members I think is the best
experience about the garden! The
garden always looks so well
maintained and the produce is
A++. Ilove this community
garden.” Debbie

“I can’t express how much joy [
get from being a part of this
group!!! I do recognize that much
of that joy is because of Juli’s
commitment and leadership. She
has created a wonderful place for
garden enthusiasts and friendship
loving/sense of belonging people
to participate. It has been a great
pleasure to be a part of this
garden.” Brodie

“It was great to be a part of a
community to learn more about
gardening and a variety of plants.
It was good to know what we were
producing was not only helping
our families but also helping the
community as we provided food to
the food banks.” Robert




Thank You m

We strive to create connections with community partners and are
grateful for the outpouring of support. Your donations of time, money,
seeds, plants, products, volunteer hours and discounts make a
difference in what we are able to do. You are making a difference!

Together we are teaching people how to eraw their own food and
o Lo .
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feeding those in need.

Our partnership with the City of
Meridian Parks and Recreation
Department makes this garden
possible. The location in the Julius
M. Kleiner Park is beautiful,
amazing, and conveniently located
inside the maintenance yard of the
park. The city provides the land
and water, along with an area for
composting. Park employees help
with a variety of projects from
turning the compost pile with
heavy equipment, tree care, and
troubleshooting and repairing the
irrigation system. A large trash
receptacle is provided at the end of
the year for when we take down the
garden. We also utilized the City
of Meridian Volunteer Coordinator
to help with a project at Heroes
Park.

Community Partners
*Ada County Sheriff’s Alternative
Sentencing Detail
*Ada Soil and Water Conservation District
*Baker Creek Heirloom Seeds
*Bob Bartholomew/Leah Juarros
*Black Badger Media/Chance Owen and
Ian Compton
*Boise Urban Garden School BUGS
*Karl and Juli Bokenkamp
*Sherri Brenner
*Jim Brown/Tree Service
*Shawanda Brown
*BSA Pack #95
*Annie Campbell
*D&B Supply/Shannon Alcott

*Down and Dirty Tractor Works, LLC
/Chris Verkerk

*ENEL X

*The Free Flower Project/Rochelle Adams
*Kristin Friend

*Landra Girard

*Girl Scout Troop #215

*Bronwen Godfrey

*Haneke Naturally/Jan Hanecke

*Home Depot

*KIVI TV Idaho News 6/Karen Lehr
*Living Tree Greenhouse/Linda Cowan
*Andrea Long

*Meredith Lamb Lynch

*Linda Matthews

¥Randy Miller

*Shauna Miller and Two Dogs and a
Gopher Garden

*Salvatore and Jenn Miran

*Sam Moore, BSA Troop #78

*Mountain View High School/ Horticulture
Class/Trish Stokes

*Dee Oldham

*Mary Brada Pera

*Perfect Touch Landscaping/Lynn Chase
*Deb and Ken Priebe

*Kimberly and Brandon Ramm

*Dick Ross

*Jackie Schultz-Barkley

*Snake River Seeds Cooperative
*Spyglass Gardens/Steve and Wendy Smith
*Rachel Sulik

*Timbercreek Recycling/Mike Murgoitio
*Katie Tuck

*Wagner Farms/Rod and Debbie Wagner
*Walmart/James Miller

*Wild Bunch Blossoms/Carrie Bunch
*Sherwin Williams (Meridian)

Participants in October:
Denise Adkins, Katie Allison,
Celeste Anderson, Prakash and
Sikha Bhusal, Karl and Juli
Bokenkamp, Annie Campbell,
Jennifer Caywood, Ashley and
Josh Durham, Sue Ferguson, Kim
Fitzgibbons, Kristin Friend, Jim
Grunow, Tianna and Logan
Hagglund-Lyman, Abby Harris,
Serif Karabegovic, Suzanne
Knorr, Stephanie Ludwig, Zoe
and Jason Martindale-Schmitz,
Christina and Robert McClintock,
Carol Menten, Leia Neely, Ryan
and Yulia Nielson, Nathan and
Mariah Nunes, Karen Odell, Lin
Pyles, Dick Ross, Debbie Sanders,
Chrissy Starcher, Brodie
Whitlock, April Wood and Daniel
Parker, and Carrie Zummersch
Schultz

We ended the garden with 30
families, nearly a full roster (32).
A few of our gardeners are unable
to return next summer so we will
have a total of four openings for
new gardeners to join us. We
currently have 28 names on our
waiting list.




4/13/2022

2021 Annual Report Presentation
GROWING CONNECTIONS

“A garden grows from trying and failing
and trying again. A garden is hard work,
but so is most good, important stuff.”

We are the Gardeners
Joanna Gaines and Kids
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Our partnership with you

makes all of this possible.

Thank you!

2012

2013-Present

Land, Water, Heavy Equipment, Supplies
and so much more

We couldn’t do it without your support and
without the help of these park employees!
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Growing Connections

in the garden and in our
community... while growing

vegetables for our families and
for those in need.

33 families

Growing Food

*8,362 pounds grown and donated to those in need E——
through:

Food Banks &
Other Partnerships

**Our Community

Wagner Farms

Spyglass Gardens

Two Dogs and a Gopher Garden

Lindemann Gardens
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Education

Providing unique opportunities to

learn from one another.
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The garden is a perfect
classroom.
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dlearn

Working, playing an
the garden
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... because they are beautiful,
provide pollen and nectar for
pollinators, and are fun to share
with others.

4/13/2022

Community Flower Cutting Events

260 flower arrangements were created in total.
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The Lil’' Gardener Flower Arranging Class

Kleiner Park -
Pollinator Garden %

and Fruit Trees ¢ | Friends of the

Pollinator Garden
Girl ScoutTroop
#215

Eagle Scout Project,
Troop #83

13 Fruit trees

EECEE
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Friends...

Helping our native pollinators and bird friends.
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We are making a difference.

Manicured lawns
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Heroes Park |

Pollinator Planting

- A | City of Meridian

| AdaSoilandWater
Conservation District & the

TreasureValley Pollinator
Project

MountainView High
CIoT ' o iy i More than 4ooplants
? - : : - 7adultsand 3 children
Boy Scout Pack #g5

Victory Middle School
National Junior Honor Society.
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Heroes Park Pollinator Planting AFTER

The Western
Idaho Fair
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43 ribbons in the Agricultural Division
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What's New??

The dahlias...

A beautiful addition to the garden and our flower selection.
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Free Little Library with Seeds

15
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What Else?

* Treasure Valley Community Garden Co-Op

* Canyon Springs Outreach Garden Co-Op,
Middleton

* Powerline Farm Co-Op, Nampa
* Nampa Grange
* Crimson Point Community Garden, Kuna
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IDAHO

Spring Pathways Tour
2022

Next Park Commission Meeting

11 May 2022

IDAHO

Spring
Pathways
Tour
2022

(2021 Tour Area)
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KEITH BIRD PARK HEROQES
L i PARK.

FIVE MILE CREEK
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In preparation for the tour:

Check your ride - Make sure your bike is in good working order

No bike? No worries. Just let us know ASAP!

Support Vehicle

» Water




