
To: Meridian City Council 
Re: MDC Destination: Downtown-Parking Element 
Dear Councilmembers,  

The following document includes the primary chapter regarding parking from Destina-

tion: Downtown, in preparation for the July work session. Parking was a major consid-

eration for the plan and involved several input sessions that led to the creation of the 

final material. Parking material was generated by using the following action steps:  

• Creation of a parking committee, 

• Four (4) parking committee meetings, 

• Submittal of six (6) topic papers throughout project, 

• Creation of guiding principles,  

• Policy and code audit, 

• Overview of Meridian parking operations, 

• Downtown parking inventory, 

• Parking utilization audit, 

• User perception survey, and 

• Parking plan. 
 
During the initial stages, the desired plan outcomes of the Destination: Downtown 
parking were determined with the committee seeking parking outcomes including:  

• Convenient and Welcoming, 

• Well signed and safe, 

• Forward-thinking and responsive, 

• Viable, and 

• Consensus-based. 
 
Finally, a set of guiding principles were used to shape how the plan was crafted, it’s 

content, and what final recommendations were included. The guiding principles are:  

Priority Users  
On-Street System (Downtown): Preserve the most convenient on- 
street parking for the priority user: the customer trip. 

On-Street System (Downtown Neighborhoods): Preserve the most convenient on-
street parking in neighborhood streets near Downtown for priority users: the resident.  
Off-Street System: Off-street parking should serve a mix of customers, employees, and 
employers, and remain flexible to respond to changing needs as Downtown develops.  
 

 
Active Capacity Management  
Optimize Utilization: Manage the public parking system using the 85% Occupancy 
Standard to inform and guide decision-making.  
Shared Off-Street Parking: Encourage shared parking in parking facilities that are un-
derutilized within the Downtown. This will require an active partnership with owners 
of private parking supplies.  
 

Information Systems  
Branding & Communication: Building upon past parking communication work, expand 
Meridian's parking branding/communication system for the Downtown to link parking 
assets and provide directional guidance, preferably under a common brand or logo.  
Monitor & Report Utilization: Implement performance measurements and reporting 
to facilitate decision-making.  
 

Safety and Event Concerns  
Safety Concerns. Routinely review and evaluate parking and supporting pedestrian 
infrastructure to create a safe, walkable environment that ensures safety standards 
are being met for the current use patterns and anticipated future growth.  
Event Concerns. Meridian experiences a number of small and large events throughout 
the calendar year, resulting in spillover parking in adjacent residential neighborhoods, 
which adds to congestion, parking scarcity, and general safety concerns.  
 

Financial Viability  
Fiscal Stewardship: All parking operations must be financially sustainable.  

Roles and Coordination  
Primary Role (City of Meridian): The City's role in providing public parking is listed in 
priority order and includes:  
1. Accommodating customer/visitor access downtown;  
2. Providing (in partnership with the private sector) reasonable access for downtown 
employees;  
3. Facilitating residential and/or guest access in neighborhoods immediately adjacent 
to the Downtown.  

Primary Role (Public Sector): Public employees' parking should lead by example where 
the City directs employees to park in specific stalls identified for their use, mitigating 
conflicts with customer parking.  
Stakeholder Support: Ensure that a representative body of affected private and public 
constituents routinely informs decision-making.  



The parking plan is organized by timeframes and management strategies.  

Recommended timeframes range from 0-12 Months to 48+ Months, and include strat-

egies such as Policy and Code, Management and Administration, Residential Parking 

Operations, Downtown Parking Operations, and Communications and Outreach. Rec-

ommendation cost estimates range from <$15,000 to >$100,000. The plan itself is a 

separate document and was attached as part of the work session packet. Below is a 

summary table from the parking plan for illustrative purposes.  

Parking within Destination: Downtown 

The following pages include the direct parking chapter taken from Destination: Down-

town. The section provides a greater overview of the process to develop the plan, the 

results of the inventory and conditions audit, and material regarding parking elements 

like electric vehicle charging stations, bike parking, and much more. Key to remember, 

is that the parking element of Destination: Downtown did not include the parking con-

ditions outside of the traditional city core. The focus for parking was the traditional 

downtown areas and neighborhood streets immediately adjacent.  

Takeaways 

The most significant finding of the parking analysis and plan is that parking in the tradi-

tional downtown code is adequate-for the time being. However, to ensure that park-

ing is not a contentious issue now and in the future, certain management and opera-

tion recommendations should be considered. Furthermore, though some of the strate-

gies do have budget implications or enforcement components, the recommendations 

do not include major financial commitments like a publicly funded parking garage or 

parking meters-both of which have been challenging within the Treasure Valley in re-

cent years. Maintaining the adequate supply of downtown parking is attainable even 

as conditions change and parking demand increases. To make certain, adopting park-

ing plan recommendations or similar versions, and implementing them over the sug-

gested timeline horizons will optimize spaces, minimize conflicts, and help residents, 

business owners, and property owners thrive in the downtown landscape.     

Key Council Considerations 

Suggested considerations regarding the implementation of the parking plan include, 

but not limited to:  

1. Timing of recommendations, 

2. Capacity needs of the city, 

3. Order of strategies,  

4. How strategies help achieve goals of downtown, and  

5. Lead agency vs support agency relationship. 




















