
 
 

 
MEMO TO TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

Agenda Topic on the Transportation Commission Agenda 

From: Miranda Carson, Coordination Planner Meeting Date: November 1, 2021 

Presenter: Miranda Carson Estimated Time: 10 minutes 

Topic: Staff Communications 
 

Below are summaries of relevant correspondences received by City Staff since the last TC meeting.  

COMPASS Charter School Traffic 
The City received comments regarding concerns with traffic on Black Cat between Pine and 
Franklin during the morning arrival and afternoon dismissal. The is the location of the new 
Compass Charter School. Correspondence on the issue was included in the October Staff 
Communications memo. 

I received this update from Kendall Kemmer at ACHD:  

I found out yesterday that our Design Department conducted an evaluation of Black Cat 
Road and determined that simply widening the pavement for a southbound left turn lane, is 
not possible. The primary issue is the location of the canal, on the west side of Black Cat, 
but other issues as well. With this being the case, the decision was made that the addition 
of a left turn lane would need to be part of the future widening project for Black Cat Road. 
The road is designated five-lane in the future, but not included in the current Five-Year 
Work Plan (FYWP). As you probably know the FYWP is managed by ACHD’s Planning 
Department. I would recommend contacting them to find out more details on future work. 
Moving this project up in the City of Meridian’s annual prioritization list may be something 
for consideration as well. Even after it gets added to the Five-Year Work Plan it would still 
need to go through the design and right-of-way acquisition process before construction 
could begin. Since this roadway has a railroad crossing additional time would be needed to 
get an agreement signed with the railroad.  

Sidewalks – As you mentioned this school is in more of a rural environment and not 
directly adjacent to the existing subdivisions. As such, it is understandable that the 
sidewalk network is not complete, but also need to remember that this is where the school 
chose to build. As a non-traditional school the vast majority of the students will get to/from 
school, by means other that walking or biking, but based on your observations there are 
some who chose to walk. If you would like to request new sidewalks, I will again direct you 
to ACHD’s Planning Department. They are in charge of the Community Program, which 
includes requests for sidewalks. Once again this is something that the city may want to 
consider including in the annual request list. 



 
 

Extruded Curbs – I do not believe that ACHD uses extruded curbs anymore, and don’t think 
that we have done so for a number of years. I think issues with ADA may be one of the 
reasons why we quit building them. Once again, I would check with Planning to see if the 
Commission would consider the use of this type of curbing. 

I also received this update from Lieutenant Harper: 

Here is the update from Sgt Gonzales who had Officer Haustveit monitor the morning and 
afternoon traffic at Compass: 

A few things that we knew immediately were: 
• The traffic challenges at Compass were for short periods of time much like any other 

school within the City. 
• Compass has always work at trying to keep traffic flow moving for pick-up and drop 

off.  They had developed 2 lanes for traffic for this purpose instead of only 1. 
• Compass has used the proper layout for traffic and parking.  In general, the 

recommendation is to have 4 different areas that need to be kept separate in order 
to increase safety and Compass follows that model: 

o Student parking—east end of the campus off Aviator 
o Pickup and Drop off—in front of the school using 2 lanes to increase traffic 

flow 
o Visitor and teach parking—parking lot in front of the school 
o Busing—on the south end of campus with access off of Franklin Rd. 

• Through continual communication with the school and other schools, we knew that 
busing has been a large challenge due to the lack of bus drivers the number of 
parent’s dropping off students has increased.  Specifically, for Compass the estimate 
is an estimated 150 additional cars currently due to the busing issues. 

I had our liaison for Compass, Officer Jared Haustveit, to look at the school and see what 
could be done differently.  He visited the school in the morning when students were being 
dropped off and at the end of the day.  I stopped by the school and the leadership team 
happened to be meeting, so I was able to speak to the entire leadership team of the 
school.  The leadership team has clearly been doing everything possible to keep traffic 
moving and are open to suggestions.  A few things that I learned by meeting with the 
leadership team were: 

• Compass developed an app to help connect parents with each other to increase 
carpooling opportunities. 

• A large push has been made to get the adequate number of buses within their busing 
system of 7 buses.  They had dropped to 4 buses are currently up to 6 and will be 
getting their 7th bus soon. 

• The school has repeatedly communicated with parents trying identifying the traffic 
flow plan and offering suggestions to reduce the traffic congestion. 

• A traffic study was conducted when the building of the school was being 
permitted.  The school followed the recommendations of the traffic study and were 
approved.  The school did have to provide the funding to have Aviator Street but 
were not required to make any other traffic control improvements. 

• The 10-acres east of the school has been purchased for residential development 
which will lead to more traffic using Aviator. 



 
 

• The construction of the neighborhood just north of Aviator will only be accessible 
off Aviator so additional vehicles will be using the same access point as the school. 

The traffic concerns observed are: 
• Volume of vehicles 
• Backup of traffic in both directions on Black Cat at Aviator 
• Backup on Franklin Rd., but not much 

The leadership team of Compass had the following recommendations/requests: 
• Improvement of railroad crossing on Black Cat Rd.  The stop sign at this location 

creates backup and congestion on Black Cat all the way to Franklin Rd. 
• Right-In and Right-Out into the Compass campus; however, the leadership team did 

note that without improving the rail crossing the Right-In and Right-Out changes 
would not really improve the current situation.  The backup for southbound traffic is 
when vehicles stop to turn east (left) onto Aviator from Black Cat Rd. 

Conclusion: I do not believe Black Cat Rd is planned to be improved any time soon to 
possibly alleviate some traffic congestion.  I would imagine the problem will continue to 
deteriorate until Black Cat Rd is improved.  Additionally, residential construction continues 
to increase in the area.  I do not have any specific recommendations that would easily 
alleviate the traffic issues in the area.  I knew the school would stay on top of this issue, but 
when I had the opportunity to meet with them it was clear they were doing everything 
possible to keep traffic flowing safely on their campus. 

At this time there is not any other action to be taken until we see the draft IFYWP. When the draft 
is distributed for comments, we can then determine if we want to send a request this project be 
advanced. I will monitor that progress. 

 

Development Transportation Improvements 
On October 1st Chair Walter Steed inquired about a traffic signal and turn lanes being installed at 
McDermott and Ustick. I responded that these are projects that are being completed through the 
Owyhee High School development conditions. These types of projects are not on the ACHD webpage 
or provided through their weekly updates.   

After discussion he and I agreed that a running list of projects required by new developments may 
be a good task for the Development Review subcommittee to maintain. 
 
ACHD Bike and Pedestrian Improvements Guidelines  

City staff requested clarification from ACHD on when bike lanes, multiuse pathways, and sidewalks 
would be designed based on context. ACHD sent the attached guides.  
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Call for Comments on TIP Amendment Regarding I-84 

Now open! 

Comment on proposed transportation 
projects now  

 

Public comment period: 
October 26 - November 9, 2021 

 

 

  

Comments are being accepted on proposed amendments to Communities in 
Motion 2040 2.0 (CIM 2040 2.0), the region’s long-range transportation plan, 
and the FY2021-2027 and FY2022-2028 Regional Transportation 
Improvement Programs (TIPs).  

  

The proposed amendments would add the following project to both 
CIM 2040 2.0 and the TIPs: 

  
• I-84, Meridian Road to Eagle Road in the City of Meridian 

• Evaluate adding an auxiliary lane, including an additional lane and 
shoulder on the eastbound on-ramp and eastbound off-ramp at 
Meridian Road. Work includes all studies and design work 
necessary. Traffic patterns from Meridian Road to the WYE 
interchange will also be studied. (Construction currently unfunded) 

 

The proposed amendments would also remove the following projects 
from the TIPs: 

 
• Two bicycle parking facilities at Boise State University 
• A reconfiguration project on Holly Street near Northwest Nazarene 

University in the City of Nampa 
• A rehabilitation project sponsored by the Ada County Highway District 

 

Comments must be submitted in writing (via email or letter) and received no 
later than 11:59 pm, Tuesday, November 9, 2021.  

 

 

  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UgRbCn5jBntnE3yc9j8Rs?domain=r20.rs6.net
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UgRbCn5jBntnE3yc9j8Rs?domain=r20.rs6.net


 
 

 

 

How do I submit my comments? 
 

Please direct comments or questions to Toni Tisdale, Principal Planner: 

 
• Email: ttisdale@compassidaho.org  

 
• Mail: COMPASS, 700 NE 2nd Street, Suite 200, Meridian, ID 83642  

 
• Fax: 208/855-2559  

 

 

  

Comments due by 11:59pm, Tuesday, November 9, 2021. 
 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

Were you forwarded this email and want to receive updates from us in the future? Join 
our mailing list by emailing: info@compassidaho.org  

 

Those needing assistance, including assistance in submitting written comments, may call 
208/855-2558 with 48 hours advance notice. 

 

Personas que necesitan asistencia especial, favor de llamar al número 

208/855-2558 con 48 horas de anticipación. 
 

 

COMPASS Public Participation Workgroup 

Now recruiting a new member for the  

mailto:ttisdale@compassidaho.org
mailto:info@compassidaho.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/UgRbCn5jBntnE3yc9j8Rs?domain=r20.rs6.net


 
 

COMPASS Public Participation Workgroup 
 

 

  

 

Do you care about the future of the Treasure Valley? 

 

Is it important to you that everyone who lives here has a say in 
that future? 

 

Join the COMPASS Public Participation Workgroup 

to help make that happen. 
 

 

 

  

COMPASS is recruiting a member of the public for its Public Participation 
Workgroup – a group of individuals who provide input and assistance into 

COMPASS’ communication and public involvement programs to help ensure 
everyone who lives in Ada and Canyon Counties has an opportunity to be 

involved in planning for the future. 
 

COMPASS is currently seeking to fill one seat on the workgroup with a 
member of the public. Applications are accepted at any time; once the seat is 

filled, additional applications can remain on file for future openings. 
 

Interested? Click below to learn more, review the workgroup charter, and find 
the membership application. 

 

 

  

Learn More and Apply 

  

 

 

  

Questions?  

Contact Amy Luft at 208-475-2229 or aluft@compassidaho.org.  
 

 
Keeping Up With COMPASS 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/TxGwC2kQ3zh7gXKunSUV_?domain=r20.rs6.net
mailto:aluft@compassidaho.org


 
 

Keeping Up With COMPASS  

October 2021 

A newsletter for COMPASS members to keep abreast of 
COMPASS Board, committee, and workgroup actions. 

Executive Committee – September 14, 2021 

More information: www.compassidaho.org/people/execmeetings.htm           

Next meeting date: October 12, 2021       

September Action Items:   

• October Board Meeting Agenda. Established the agenda for the October 18, 2021, COMPASS Board 
of Directors meeting. 

• Board Officer Nominations. Authorized Executive Director Matt Stoll to solicit nominations for the 
2022 Secretary/Treasurer position on the COMPASS Board of Directors. 

• FY2021-2027 TIP. Approved a Board administrative modification to increase the cost of a rail 
crossing project at Look Lane, west of the City of Caldwell, at the request of the Idaho 
Transportation Department. The COMPASS Board of Directors will be requested to ratify the 
Executive Committee’s action in its October 18, 2021, meeting. 

• NARC Board of Directors. Recommended COMPASS Board of Directors’ approval to appoint Ada 
County Highway District Commissioner Mary May to fulfill the remainder of Mayor Garret Nancolas’ 
position representing COMPASS on the National Association of Regional Councils (NARC) Board of 
Directors. This item will be brought to the COMPASS Board of Directors for action in its October 18, 
2021, meeting.  

September Information/Discussion Items:   

• 2022 State and Federal Legislative Positions. Discussed potential areas of focus for the 2022 state 
and federal legislative sessions. Draft position statements will be presented to the Executive 
Committee at its November 9, 2021, meeting. 

Regional Transportation Advisory Committee 
(RTAC) – September 22, 2021 

More information: www.compassidaho.org/people/rtacmeetings.htm         

Next meeting date: November 17, 2021      NOTE: The October 27, 2021, RTAC meeting has been 
cancelled. 

September Action Items:   

• Resource Development Plan. Recommended COMPASS Board of Directors’ approval of the FY2022 
Resource Development Plan. This item will be brought to the COMPASS Board of Directors for action 
in its October 18, 2021, meeting. 

• CIM 2050 Performance Measures. Recommended COMPASS Board of Directors’ approval of 
Communities in Motion 2050 (CIM 2050) performance measures and targets. This item will be 
brought to the COMPASS Board of Directors for action in its October 18, 2021, meeting. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/JAscCM8xMOHDP6nfk7GsY?domain=compassidaho.org
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/3gqKCOYzOVclY2BfrDAA6?domain=compassidaho.org


 
 

• CIM 2040 2.0 and TIP. Recommended COMPASS Board of Directors’ approval of amendments to 
Communities in Motion 2040 2.0 (CIM 2040 2.0) and the FY2021-2027 Regional Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP) and approval of the FY2022-2028 TIP and associated air quality 
conformity demonstration. This item will be brought to the COMPASS Board of Directors for action in 
its October 18, 2021, meeting. 

• CIM 2050 Funding Policy. Recommended COMPASS Board of Directors’ approval of a funding policy 
for CIM 2050. This item will be brought to the COMPASS Board of Directors for action in its October 
18, 2021, meeting. 

September Information/Discussion Items:   

• ACHD Livable Streets. Received an overview of Ada County Highway District’s (ACHD’s) livable 
streets performance measure and targets. 

• Travel Survey. Received an update on the 2021 COMPASS household travel survey. 

• CIM 2050 Transportation Needs. Received an overview of the proposed process for identifying 
roadway and public transportation needs for CIM 2050, to feed in to the CIM 2050 project 
prioritization process. Staff will present a draft list of potential needs in the November 17, 2021, 
RTAC meeting and request approval to begin technical analyses. 

Workgroups 

 

Active Transportation Workgroup  

Meeting date: September 13, 2021  
Highlights:  

• Received a progress report on the Rail with Trail project. 
• Discussed the status of the regional pathways plan’s prioritization process. 

 

Next meeting date: October 2021 

 

 

 

Environmental Review Workgroup 
Meeting date: September 23, 2021 
Highlights:  

• Reviewed regional rail on the Boise Cutoff alignment as the approved “locally favored” high-capacity 
transit option and discussed the public survey feedback about high-capacity transit needs and 
preferences. 

• Received a Planning and Environmental Linkages process overview, discussed a local example, and 
discussed how to apply the process to advance planning for regional rail. 

Next meeting date: November 2021 
Access past editions of Keeping Up with COMPASS online at 

www.compassidaho.org/comm/newsletters.htm. 
 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Yl0LCQWBQZFgVNwfAvnPV?domain=compassidaho.org
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