
 

MERIDIAN ARTS COMMISSION MEETING 
City Council Chambers, 33 East Broadway Avenue Meridian, Idaho 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 at 3:30 PM 

MINUTES 
ROLL-CALL ATTENDANCE 

___X__ Lizzie Taylor                                 __X___ Patrick O'Leary 
___X__ Bridget King, Vice Chair (online)                ___X__ Bobby Gaytan 
__X___ Shaun Muscolo    (online)                            ___X__ Seoyoon Song (online) 

__X___ Brecken Bird, Chair  (online)              ___X__ Vassil Ivanov 

_____ Crystal Paulson 
City staff present were Arts and Culture Coordinator Cassandra Schiffler and City Attorney 
Emily Kane. 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA  [ACTION ITEM] 

B. Bird made motion to adopt agenda with amendment to add an agenda item #6 to 
recognize Commissioner Ivanov, as it is his last meeting; seconded by S. Muscolo 

All ayes 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES [ACTION ITEM] 

1. Approval of Draft Minutes From the January 9, 2025 Meridian Arts Commission 
Meeting 

S. Muscolo made motion to adopt minutes; seconded by B. King 

All ayes 

NEW BUSINESS 

2. Presentation: How the Arts Impact Community ~ Patrick O'Leary, Arts 
Commissioner 

P. O’Leary gave presentation (see attached) 

S. Muscolo stated that it would be nice to have the performance center space and others 
agreed. 

 

REPORTS [ACTION ITEM] 



3. Initial Point Gallery: Current Exhibit: "Inverted Color" Devon William Smith, 
Rachel Reynolds, Gregory Ahley Newman, Mary Ann Fraser, Leslie Jay Bosch 
(Opening: Tuesday, February 4) Upcoming Exhibit: "Land Lines" Antonia Hedrick, 
Beth Trott, and Stephanie Inman (Opening: Tuesday, March 4, Host: Shaun 
Muscolo) ~ Lizzie Taylor, IPG Subcommittee Chair 
L. Taylor gave updates on the gallery. There were 55 people at the last reception. 
Thanks to S. Muscolo for the Art Search activity. Posters for Land Lines are 
complete and ready for commissioners to pick up and distribute, early than usual. 
L. Taylor will be judging some competition for the Senior Center and will be giving 
a presentation to the Solid Waste Advisory Commission later this month.  
 
L. Taylor is interested in contacting large churches in the area to market the 
gallery. She would find the contact person and talk to them in person and invite 
them to visit the gallery and would greet them. P. O’Leary inquired about the 
possibility of partnering with the chamber and other organizations or schools for 
similar events and sending something out to their mailing lists. C. Schiffler shared 
that her capacity and bandwidth for coordinating gallery events is limited to doing 
one event per month in the gallery. S. Muscolo asked about doing less formal things 
like what L. Taylor described. C. Schiffler confirmed that those types of invitations 
and hosting in the gallery that don’t require marketing, coordination, HVAC, chairs, 
etc that happen during regular business hours are great, and she commended L. 
Taylor for taking the initiative to do these types of outreach. L. Taylor pointed out 
that these groups like the chamber have day jobs and would probably only be 
interested in evening events. V. Ivanov remembered the chamber meeting in the 
gallery about two years ago and mentioned their networking events. C. Schiffler 
said that could be an opportunity during one of the two month shows for the 
gallery when there is the capacity to do more than one event for those shows.  

4. Events: Concerts on Broadway Updates: July 12, August 9, September 6 ~ 
Cassandra Schiffler, Arts and Culture Coordinator 

 C. Schiffler gave updates on the concerts. Dates are set and two of the bands are 
booked, still working on the third. Summer Groove Party Band couldn’t make the 
dates work without having several musicians absent. There is a new form for 
musicians to fill out on the website for Kleiner Park Live and the Concerts on 
Broadway. Musicians are encouraged to use the form if interested. 

5. Public Art: Updates on Projects: Chateau Park Public Art, Linder Road Median 
Public Art, 2D Art Purchase for City Hall, Mural Art Purchase, Public Art Master 
Plan, Public Art Website Launch ~ Bobby Gaytan, Public Art Committee Chair and 
Cassandra Schiffler, Arts and Culture Coordinator 

 B. Gaytan gave updates from the January PAC meeting. The Remsberg artwork for 
City Hall is planned for display in the lobby. Purchase agreements for Rau’s 
artwork and Remsberg’s artworks are in contract negotiations.  



Chateau Park is at 50% fabrication and going to powder coating soon. Watch for a 
dedication event in March! The Linder Road public art project and the Public Art Plan 
agreements are set for city council execution next week.  

6.  (Amended and added item) Recognize Commissioner Vassil Ivanov 

C. Schiffler presented an appreciation certificate from the City and a gift of the 
“Meridianopoly” board game to Commissioner Ivanov. 

V. Ivanov said he appreciated his time and has had a significant impact on him. He is 
grateful for the experience and will continue to visit the gallery events.  

NEXT MEETING - MARCH 13, 2025 

ADJOURNMENT  [ACTION ITEM] 

L. Taylor motioned to adjourn. V. Ivanov seconded the motion. 

All ayes. 

 
 

Meridian Arts Commission 2025 All Commission Goals and Priorities 

Program monthly Initial Point Gallery exhibits, host opening receptions, market the 
gallery to the city and the community, market yearly Call-to-Artists, and serve as a 
selection panel for new exhibits. 

Participate in the partnership with the Parks and Recreation Commission and staff 
to add theming and identity reinforcing art in Meridian parks and pathways. Focus 
this year on Fuller Park. 

Engage the community through Art Week in 2025 and participate in programming 
and marketing events. 

Participate in planning for new MAPS projects and future updates to the MAPS 
Public Art Workplan. Focus on the creation of a new Public Art Master Plan. 

Increase inclusive programming through representation of diverse populations and 
marketing to underserved and underrepresented populations 

Support Concerts on Broadway Series in 2025. 

Maintain existing Traffic Box Series; select WASD artworks, recommend locations, 
and use Call-to-Artists to commission installation of new traffic box wraps. 

Support youth performing arts programs through partnership and fiscal support of 
youth performing arts projects. 

Plan to present the 2026 biennial Tammy de Weerd's Awards in the Arts 

 



Americans Speak Out About The Arts.

This survey was conducted by Ipsos 
Public Affairs on behalf of 
Americans for the Arts (AFTA) in 
July of 2023. It is based on a 
national representative sample of 
3,062 adults, ensuring diverse 
representation and statistical 
reliability in the findings and making 
it one of the largest studies of its 
kind ever conducted.



Americans Are Highly Engaged In The Arts

And that the government has an important role in 
funding the arts at the local, state, and federal 
levels.

An overwhelming majority view arts and 
culture as personally important to them. 

They believe the arts promote personal well-
being, help them understand other cultures in 
their community, are essential for grade pre-K 
to 12 students.



1. High Engagement in the 
Arts:

• Nearly 80% of Americans 
attended, visited, or watched 
an arts or culture event in 
person over the past year, 
underscoring the central role of 
the arts in everyday life.

Key Findings



2. Personal Importance:
• Three-quarters of Americans (76%) consider arts and 

culture personally important to them, with many 
reporting how the arts contribute to their joy, well-
being, and sense of creativity.

Key Findings



Key Findings

3. Unifying Communities: 
• The benefits of arts and culture extend 

beyond individuals, helping to build stronger 
communities. A vast majority of Americans 
(72%) believe arts and culture provide 
shared experiences with people of different 
races, ethnicities, ages, beliefs, and 
identities.



Key Findings

• An overwhelming 92% of Americans believe every student 
should have access to a quality arts education. 
• While 9-in-10 Americans agree arts education is important, 

only 52% think students have sufficient opportunities to 
take art classes.

• 70% of American adults agree that “the arts help students 
perform better academically.”

4. Support for Arts Education: 



Key Findings

5. Government Funding is Key: 
Americans strongly support 

government funding for the arts, 
with majorities approving as 

follows:
• Local (70%), State (66%), and 

Federal (66%) investments in 
nonprofit arts organizations and 
community-based arts 
programs.



What is the Arts & Economic Prosperity Report?

Their most recent Report, released in 2023, is made possible by the data 
collected from the 373 diverse communities and regions across the country, 
including 130 cities, 126 counties, 78 multi-county or multi-city regions, 20 
states/territories, and 18 cultural districts representing all 50 states and Puerto 
Rico.

These diverse community’s range in population from 4,000 to 4 million and 
represent rural, suburban, and urban areas. Our national findings are derived 
from the data from organizations and audiences in these communities. 
Researchers, with their local and statewide partners, collected surveys from 
16,399 organizations and 224,677 attendees to provide a measure of total 
industry spending.



At the State Level. 
• The Nonprofit Arts and Culture 

Industry
• Generated $151.7 billion in 

economic activity in 2022.

Spending by arts 
organizations and their audiences 
• Supported 2.6 million jobs 
• Generated $29.1 billion in 

government revenue.

Most Americans seek out art experiences..

https://nasaa-arts.org/nasaa_research/creative-economy-state-profiles/


53% say, 
• “When planning a vacation, I 

consider the destination’s arts and 
culture experiences when deciding 
where to visit.”

Arts and Culture Are Tourism Drivers

Arts travelers are ideal tourists, staying longer and spending more to 
seek out authentic culture experiences. 

70% of Americans agree, 
• “The arts improve the image and 

identity of my community,” 



• 30% of attendees come from outside 
the county in which the arts event 

took place.
•  Those nonlocal attendees 

average $60.57 in spending 
beyond admission, 

• 77% said they traveled to the 
community specifically to attend 

that arts and culture event.

Arts Drive Revenue To Local Businesses. 

Arts attendees spend an 
average of $38.46 per 

person, per event, 

Beyond the cost of admission on items such as meals, parking, and 
lodging—vital income for local businesses.



Local & Regional Findings

Similar results are found at the state level. 

The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports that arts and 
cultural production in Idaho accounts for 
$2,646,407,000 and 2.39% (of  Idaho’s (GSP) of 
approximately $112.6 billion as of 2023) and 
contributes 21,967 jobs.



"This venue or facility is an important pillar for me within my community."
State Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree Sample Size
Idaho 5.6% 0.4% 7% 19.6% 67.3% 1,186 

Oregon 5.5% 0.7% 11.3% 27.7% 54.8% 12,324 
Utah 5.3% 1.4% 13.9% 30.1% 49.3% 3,352 

"I would feel a great sense of loss if this activity or venue were no longer 
available."

State Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree Sample Size
Idaho 4.5% 0.3% 4.1% 17.1% 74.0% 1,187 

Oregon 4.1% 0.8% 7.9% 27.1% 60.1% 12,346 
Utah 3.3% 1.4% 9.8% 29.2% 56.30% 3,349 

"This activity or venue is inspiring a sense of pride in this neighborhood or 
community."

State Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree Sample Size
Idaho 4.7% 0.4% 2.4% 20.6% 71.8% 1,185 

Oregon 4.1% 0.2% 6.5% 30.0% 59.3% 12,334 
Utah 3.4% 0.5% 8.1% 33.09% 54.02% 3,347 

Audience Perceptions



There are several performing arts associated non-profit organizations listed in 
Meridian, Idaho on Guide Star that don’t have the availability of a performance 
space
Examples: 
• A non-profit Children’s Theatre Company that originated in Meridian 

recently relocated to Boise due to loss of rented space and no other 
suitable locations. 

• Community Orchestra that rarely performs in Meridian due to lack of 
available space for their concerts uses spaces in other ADA County cities.

• A theatre company based in Meridian, where they audition, cast and 
rehearse, but are unable to find available performance space and 
consequently hold their performances in Boise.

How does this information relate to Meridian, ID and the Arts 
Commission?

Link to Drop Box pdf list of Arts Associated Non-Profits in 
Meridian, ID from Guide Star. Copy & Paste

https://www.dropbox.com/t/Y1WUjc8M49ytGMs9



Cultural Institutions in Idaho Annual Operating Budgets From $1.1M - $5.1M
Idaho Shakespeare Festival Inc 5,079,147.00 Boise
Argyros Performing Arts Center 2,289,952.00 Ketchum
Idaho Falls Arts Council, Inc. 1,476,406.00 Idaho Falls
Esther Simplot Performing Arts Academy Inc 1,467,933.00 Boise
Boise Contemporary Theater Inc 1,087,480.00 Boise

Cultural Institutions in Idaho Annual Operating Budgets From $150K - $990K
Carrousel Players Coeur D Alene Theatre Inc 986,319.00 Coeur D Alene
Nampa Civic Center 906,606.00 Nampa
Teton Valley Foundation 742,194.00 Victor
Music Conservatory of Sandpoint Inc 718,046.00 Sandpoint
Idaho Falls Symphony Society Inc 609,250.00 Idaho Falls
Liberty Theatre Company 541,532.00 Hailey
Music Theatre of Idaho Inc 450,023.00 Nampa
Renaissance Arts Center Inc 404,591.00 Rupert
Treasure Valley Children’s Theatre 292,836.00 Meridian
Panida Theater Committee Inc 266,354.00 Sandpoint
Kenworthy Performing Arts Center, Inc 251,208.00 Moscow
Lewiston Civic Theatre Inc 202,615.00 Lewiston
Actors Repertory Theater of Idaho Inc 146,238.00 Idaho Falls
Crossroads Creative and Performing Arts Center Inc 436,926.00 Baker City, OR 

6,954,738.00 
 Avg. Annual Operating Budget of Organizations Under $1M Budget 496,767.00 



An Estimated Overview of Activities and Attendance 
at a Potential Cultural Arts Institution in Meridian

Population 
143k 

Attendance 
Annually

# of 
Attendees 
Per Month 

Gallery/Store 
Annual 

Attendance

Music, 
Theatre & 
Art Class 
Annual 

Attendance

# of events 
Annually 

(Concert, Dance, 
Theatre, Movie, 
Corporate, etc.) 

155,870 12,900 480 480 800





When viewing estimates derived from the EP6 calculator, always 
keep the following caveats in mind.
1. The results of this analysis are based upon the averages of 

similarly populated communities, 
2. A unique input-output model was customized for each of these 

similarly populated communities, providing very specific 
employment, household income, and government revenue 
data, and 

3. These results are estimates and should not be used as a 
substitute for conducting a Feasibility and Economic impact 
study that is customized for your community.

The Meaning of the Calculated Results



By championing inclusive arts 
education and local arts venues with 
heartfelt dedication, Cities across 
America are not just inspiring students 
and supporting artists, they’re 
enhancing their City’s reputation as a 
vibrant, forward-thinking community 
where creativity belongs to everyone. 


