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3.2 Budget for each fiscal year, has not yet been appropriated by the City.
Contractor may NOT expend more than the amount specified and approved for a
specific fiscal year. Any and all additional expenditures beyond the current fiscal
year MUST be approved by City Council and memorialized by a written a Purchase
Order.
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 Years four and five (4,5) are subject to one year
extensions, and may be entered into if approved by City Council; contract must be
amended in writing and signed by both parties.
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Landscape Maintenance Standards and Specifications 

Overview:  The City of Meridian Parks and Recreation believes that work being performed by qualified 
professionals will create a landscape that is healthy, resource efficient, sustainable, and cost efficient to 
manage. 

It is the City’s expectation that the Bidder’s submission will comply with these professionally based 
standards and specifications.  The Contractor should also expect to be held to these standards 
throughout the course of the contract. 

The following outlines the scope of services and responsibilities required of the Contractor. The 
specifications outline the quality, quantity and category of work required.  

Year 1 of the contract will begin 
10/1/2024 and end 9/30/2025 running 7 weeks in the Fall and 29 weeks Spring and Summe

Start and end working days that fall on weekends may be amended. 
However, 10/1 and 9/30 are hard break dates that follow City fiscal calendar and must be reconciled as 
such. Invoicing will be issued monthly. Contract Summary Below: 
Year 1 10/1/2024 11/19/2024 Winter Break 3/11/2025 9/30/2025 
Year 2 10/1/2025 11/19/2025 Winter Break 3/11/2026 9/30/2026 
Year 3 10/1/2026 11/19/2026 Winter Break 3/11/2027 9/30/2027 
Year 4 10/1/2027 11/19/2027 Winter Break 3/11/2028 9/30/2028 
Year 5 10/1/2028 11/19/2028 Winter Break 3/11/2029 9/30/2029 

1. GENERAL STANDARDS
1.1. GUARANTEE AND REPLACEMENT 

1.1.1. Contractor shall replace, at no additional cost to Owner, any turf or plant materials damaged 
as a result of improper maintenance attention or procedures.  Replacement material shall 
be of the same size and variety as the dead or damaged material.  Replace plant material 
within two weeks of identification of damage.  Alternatives to size, variety and scheduling of 
replacement only by written permission of Owner. 

1.1.2. Contractor is not responsible for losses, repair or replacement of damaged work or plant 
material resulting from theft, extreme weather conditions, vandalism, vehicular incidents 
(other than Contractor's vehicles) or the acts of others over whom they have no reasonable 
control. 

1.1.3. Contractor shall inform City on a monthly basis of plant losses not covered by warranty and 
unrelated to the maintenance activities.  Provide City with the cause of the plant loss, and 
provide recommendations for replacement along with pricing for replacement. 

1.2. CONTRACTOR STAFF TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE 

1.2.1. Contractor will provide staff able to perform work at the highest standards of horticultural 
excellence.  Key staff shall have current knowledge of best management practices (BMP’s) 
regarding:  safety, hazardous materials spill response, plant health, pruning, integrated pest 
management, pesticide application, and irrigation maintenance. 

1.2.2. Contractor’s personnel shall be identifiable with company logoed shirts at all times when 
working on city property. Additionally, contractor’s personnel shall be subject to background 
checks. 

1.2.3. All work shall be performed under the direct supervision of a Certified Landscape 
Technician (CLT). 

*Optional

*Optional



1.2.4. All pesticide applications shall be performed by a Professional Applicator licensed the Idaho 
State Department of Agriculture. In addition, staff performing the pesticide application shall 
be licensed as Professional Applicators licensed in the appropriate category. License 
numbers will be provided to the City prior to award of contract. 

1.2.5. All shrub pruning will be performed by, or under the direct supervision of an ISA Certified 
Arborist. There is no pruning of trees under this contract. 

1.3. OWNER/CONTRACTOR COMMUNICATION 

1.3.1. Contractor to provide a supervisor to act on City’s behalf regarding all matters pertaining to 
the performance of the Landscape Service.  Contractor must notify City when the 
supervisor will be on vacation or other leave of absence and who will serve as a substitute. 

1.3.2. Provide City with an emergency contact list identifying the names, positions held, and 
phone numbers of key maintenance personnel.  Provide mobile and/or pager numbers for 
the landscape maintenance manager and site supervisor. 

1.3.3. Attend meetings and site inspections of the grounds as requested by City. 

1.4. MAINTENANCE RECORD KEEPING 

1.4.1. Contractor shall maintain a log of each application of fertilizer, pesticide (includes 
herbicides), and/or other chemicals. 

1.4.2. Pesticide application records shall be kept in accordance with Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture. Records shall be kept by the Contractor on all pesticide (includes herbicide) 
applications for a minimum of seven (7) years. Such records shall be completed in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations and on forms as provided by ISDA: 
http://www.agri.state.id.us/index.php 

The location where the pesticide or herbicide was applied.
The year, month, day, and time the pesticide or herbicide was applied.
Purpose of application.
The person or firm who supplied the pesticide or herbicide which was applied.
Trade name of the pesticide or herbicide which was applied, amount and concentration.
Method and rate of application.
The temperature and direction and estimated velocity of the wind at the time the pesticide
or herbicide was applied.
The name and license number of the applicator.

1.4.3. Supply the City with written copies of chemical application records monthly. 

1.5. LANDSCAPE SERVICE SCHEDULING 

1.5.1. Establish a schedule for regular maintenance service days by area and submit to City for 
review. Contractor to review proposed schedules with the City at the regularly scheduled 
meetings and adjust as necessary to avoid conflicts. 

1.5.2. All maintenance activities shall be performed Monday thru Friday from 7:00 AM to 4:00 PM 
MST. 

2. SCOPE OF WORK
2.1. GENERAL PRACTICE GUIDELINES FOR MATERIALS AND EXECUTION 

2.1.1. This document is intended as a benchmark of the City’s minimum standards for 
maintenance, repair and improvements.  However, the City respects the Contractor as a 
professional and as such, will take under consideration, any and all recommendations made 
by the Contractor.   

2.1.2. Contractor shall furnish all labor, equipment, and materials necessary to complete the 
maintenance of turf and plantings, as specified herein.  It is the intent of the City that this 
site be maintained in a resource-efficient, sustainable, and cost-effective manner. 



2.1.3. Maintenance shall consist of fertilization, pruning, mowing, irrigation, Integrated Pest 
Management, (IPM), weed/insect/disease control, litter control and any other procedures 
consistent with good horticultural practice necessary to ensure normal, vigorous, and 
healthy growth of turf and landscape plantings. 

2.1.4. When performing any work requiring subsurface excavation, Contractor shall take care to 
avoid damage to existing utilities and vegetation.  Contractor shall contact DIGLINE INC. at 
811. 

2.1.5. All turf shall be mowed with professional quality mulch-mowing equipment. 

3. MATERIALS AND EXECUTION – INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT, INSECTICIDE
APPLICATIONS, AND WEED CONTROL

3.1. INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT (IPM) 

3.1.1. City strongly encourages environmentally sensitive maintenance practices.  The principles 
of integrated pest management (IPM) shall be employed.  The intent is to limit any 
insecticide or herbicide applications through healthy landscape management practices. 

3.1.2. IPM is an approach to pest control that utilizes regular monitoring to determine if and when 
treatments are needed and employs physical, mechanical, cultural, biological, and 
educational tactics to keep pest numbers low enough to prevent unacceptable damage or 
annoyance.  Additional treatments, such as pesticide applications, are made only when and 
where monitoring has indicated that the pest will cause unacceptable economic, medical, or 
aesthetic damage. 

3.2. PEST MONITORING 

3.2.1. Pest monitoring and inspections to include the following: 

1. Contractor shall visually inspect all landscape areas once weekly from April through
September (following the above service schedule) to identify potential pest problems.
Pest problems include insect, disease, and weed infestations.  The presence of a pest
does not necessarily mean there is a problem.

2. Contractor staff and City Representative shall visually inspect all landscape areas once
monthly from April through September.

3. Cooperatively identify any area where non-chemical IPM control methods should begin.
3.2.2. Contractor is encouraged to provide proposals for renovations, replacements and other 
changes, along with associated budget recommendations. 

3.3. INSECTICIDE APPLICATIONS 

3.3.1. All insecticide applications shall be preceded by monitoring and positive pest identification. 
Submit these findings in writing to the City prior to any pesticide application. 

3.3.2. Under no circumstances will combination products be allowed (“weed and feed”, weed 
control + fertilizer, insect control + fertilizer, etc,). 

3.3.3. Under no circumstances will regularly scheduled calendar-based applications be allowed 
without written prior approval of the City. 

3.3.4. Under no circumstances will preventative "blanket" applications be allowed without written 
prior approval of the City. 

3.3.5. All pesticides must be EPA approved and applied by an Idaho Department of Agriculture 
licensed Professional applicator per the label directions and in accordance with the rules set 
forth by the ISDA. All chemicals used must have a MSDS filed with the City.   

3.3.6. Contractor is responsible to verify that pesticides are appropriate for use with the respective 
plant materials.  Contractor is responsible for any damages incurred as a result of 
applications and shall repair or replace any such damage at no cost to the City. 



3.3.7. Control of insects:  Monitor all turf areas for infestation of Bill bug and other harmful insects. 
Apply pesticides only to specific areas where insect infestations have been identified on the 
special conditions sheet.  

3.4.      WEED CONTROL 

3.4.1. All turf areas shall be treated two (2) times annually with “Trimec Low Odor” herbicide to 
control emerged weeds. 

3.4.2. Contractor must exercise caution as to avoid overspray of turf herbicide into tree wells or 
onto hardscapes. 

3.4.3. Emerged weeds in shrub beds may be controlled mechanically or chemically with products 
containing “glyphosate” systemic herbicide. Under no circumstances will the use of contact 
herbicides be allowed.  

3.4.4. The use of pre-emergent herbicides is encouraged to reduce the frequency of post-
emergent applications. 

3.4.5. Control of weeds:  Use cultural methods (mulch mow, fertilize, and irrigate) to minimize 
weed growth on all turf.  

4. MATERIALS AND EXECUTION – TURF MAINTENANCE
4.1. TURF MOWING 

4.1.1. All turf will be mowed with professional quality mulching mower equipment.  Bagging and 
removing clippings will be required only when excessive leaf debris is present, turf is too 
long to mulch, or when moisture conditions are too high to allow effective mulching without 
substantial clumping of turf debris. 

4.1.2. Prior to each mowing, remove all litter and debris from lawn areas. Turf areas shall be 
mowed per the schedule below and maintained at a height of no less than 2 inches and no 
more than 3 inches.  Coordinate mowing schedules with City.  Alternate mowing direction 
where feasible every mowing. Maintain a uniform lawn height free from scalping. 

4.1.3. Fescue areas shall be mowed once in June and September at a height of 3 inches. 

4.1.4. Mower wheels and blade decks are not permitted to encroach into tree wells.  

4.1.5. Contractor is responsible for any damages incurred as a result of mower damage to trees 
and shrubs and must repair or replace any such damage at no cost to the City.  Properly 
maintain tree wells to minimize such damage. 

4.1.6. Clippings will be swept or blown from hardscapes after each mowing. 

4.2. TURF MOWING SCHEDULE 

January 

February 

March 2 

April 4 

May 5 

June 5 

July 5 

August 5 



September 4 

October 4 

November 2 

December 

NOTE:  Base Contract price includes 36 mowings per the mowing schedule. Mowings 
may be modified to site visits for leaf cleanup. 

4.3. TURF EDGING AND TRIMMING 

4.3.1. Mechanically trim all landscape turf edges every other mowing.  Edges include all lawn 
perimeters and tree wells in lawn areas. Clean debris from hardscapes and non-turf 
landscape areas; remove larger debris. 

4.3.2. Trim all lawn areas that cannot be reached by a mower with hand held equipment.  Areas to 
be trimmed include any lawn adjacent to poles, signs, bollards, trees, walls and all other 
obstacles.  Perform trimming to the same height as mowing.  Clean debris from hardscapes 
and non-turf landscape areas; remove larger debris. 

4.3.3. Contractor is responsible for any damages incurred as a result of trimmer and edger 
damage to trees and shrubs and must repair or replace any such damage at no cost to the 
City.  Properly maintain tree wells to minimize such damage. 

4.4. TURF FERTILIZATION 

4.4.1. Turf areas shall be fertilized with granular type fertilizers. Fertilizers that contain iron are not 
allowed. 

4.4.2. Submit a fertilizer schedule with application rates per site and application times with your 
bid. 

4.4.3. Contractor shall submit a fertilizer application schedule prior to performing the work. 

4.4.4. Approved fertilizer schedule must include three (3) applications per year, no less than one 
pound of nitrogen per thousand square feet per application, and no more than four pounds 
of nitrogen per thousand square feet applied annually. 

4.5. TURF CRABGRAS CONTROL 

4.5.1. Apply “Dimension” pre-emergent herbicide to all turf areas at label rate in mid May. 

5. MATERIALS AND EXECUTION – TREES, SHRUBS, VINES, GROUNDCOVER MAINTENANCE
5.1. TREES, SHRUBS, VINES AND GROUNDCOVER FERTILIZATION 

5.1.1. Fertilize plant materials as indicated below: 

5.1.1.1. Shrubs, vines and groundcovers:  Fertilize in March or April with slow-release, 
“bridge” or natural-organic fertilizer.  Use 1-2-2 nutrient ratio (N-P-K), or similar, per 
manufacturer's recommended rates (not to exceed 5-10-10). 

5.1.2. Perennials: Fertilize in June with same fertilizer used above per manufacturer’s 
recommended rates. 

5.1.3. Ornamental grasses: Fertilize in September with turf fertilizer approved in turf section 
above. Fertilize per manufacturer’s recommended rates. 

6. SHRUBS, VINES AND GROUNDCOVER WEED, PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL
6.1. PEST AND DISEASE CONTROL



6.1.1. Control of Weeds:  Use cultural methods (mulch, proper pruning, and proper irrigation) to 
encourage plant health and growth and discourage weeds.  Keep planter beds and tree 
wells free of weeds and debris. Ground covers are to be trimmed so they meet but do not 
grow over walkways or outside any of the planters.   

1. The use of systemic herbicides containing “Glyphosate” as an active ingredient is
permitted in shrub beds. The use of products containing 2, 4-D in shrub beds is not
permitted. 

2. Use of pre-emergent herbicides is permitted. Contractor shall submit pre-emergent
product and rate to owner for approval prior to applications.

6.1.2. Control of Insects and Diseases: The control of pests and diseases on shrubs, vines and 
groundcovers are not included in this contract. If after proper pest monitoring and 
identification the use of pesticides is required provide City with a written proposal for 
consideration.  

6.2. TREES, SHRUBS, VINES AND GROUNDCOVER PRUNING 

6.2.1. Pruning must only be performed by trained personnel in accordance with accepted 
horticultural practices. Prune to enhance the natural growth and shape of plant materials 
and intended function of the planting. Plantings are designed to grow together and to the 
edges of the beds to minimize weed infestation and maximize water conservation. Shearing 
is only permitted for formal hedges.  Prune back branches as needed when interfering with 
walks, buildings, signage, fire control utilities, site lighting, security/safety visibility, site 
lighting, and vehicular circulation. Prune dead and broken branches as frequently as 
required. 

6.2.2. Tree pruning is not included in this contract, with the exception of removing low hanging 
limbs that may interfere with mowing operations and/or pedestrian access. Prune just 
outside the branch collar in accordance with accepted horticultural practices. 

6.2.3. Replace plant materials that are disfigured or damaged due to improper pruning at no 
additional cost to City. 

6.2.4. Prune all plantings (not including trees) once on a rotational basis appropriate to site, need, 
season and plant species.  Discuss significant pruning work with City prior to work 
beginning. 

6.2.5. Cut to ground and remove debris of all Day Lilies one (1) time per season. This shall occur 
in Autumn just prior to the final service day. 

6.2.6. Periodically inspect and adjust tree staking and guying to prevent damage to the cambium 
layer.  Remove guys and stakes as soon as trees are established and self-supporting 
(generally two years or less). 

6.2.7.  Basil suckers shall be removed by pruning, no herbicides are allowed for sucker control. 

6.2.8. Should the services of an ISA-certified arborist be required for tree pruning, the City is to be 
contacted for evaluation and input. This is considered an additional service. 

7. MATERIALS AND EXECUTION - GENERAL AREA MAINTENANCE
7.1. LEAF AND BRANCH REMOVAL 

7.1.1. Keep walks, plazas, planting beds and lawn areas free of leaves and branches weekly. 

7.1.2. Leaves shall be mulch mowed when leaf fall is not excessive and turf health is not 
adversely affected. 

7.1.3. In Autumn leaf removal shall occur at each visit. 

7.1.4. Excessive branch and debris cleanup from storm damage is not included in the contract 
work and is considered an additional service at Owner’s request. 



7.2. LANDSCAPE DEBRIS REMOVAL 

7.2.1. Remove and dispose of all landscape debris, the use of on-site dumpsters for disposal of 
landscape debris is not permitted. 

7.3. LANDSCAPE TRASH REMOVAL 

7.3.1. Remove all trash from landscaping beds, turf areas and parking lots to an approved trash 
container (City provided) onsite on a weekly basis.  For large amounts of trash, or if there is 
no approved trash container onsite, Contractor shall haul it away for appropriate disposal. 

7.4. MULCH REPLACEMENT 

7.4.1. Mulch replacement is not included in this contract.  

7.5. OTHER AREA MAINTENANCE 

7.5.1. The maintenance of water features and fountains is not included in this contract. 

8. MATERIALS AND EXECUTION – IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
8.1. GENERAL IRRIGATION SYSTEM OPERATION 

8.1.1. Contractor is responsible for providing a staff completely trained and familiarized with the 
setup, monitoring and maintenance of the irrigation system at City sites. 

8.1.2. Contractor is responsible for understanding the capacities and capabilities of the irrigation 
system and ensuring that system modifications do not cause landscape water demand to 
exceed the hydraulic capacity of the system. 

8.1.3. Contractor will establish appropriate time intervals for each valve zone in the irrigation 
systems and adjust during the operating season as necessary. 

1. Adjustments should be based on local evapo-transpiration (ET) data as much as possible.

2. Operate systems only during night hours. Daytime operation is permitted only when
inspecting or testing the system, after fertilizer application, for new installations and
during extreme temperatures. 

3. Run times shall be sufficient to allow for saturation of the root zone without run off.  This
may require “cycle and soak” scheduling in spray zones.  Allow adequate run times in
drip irrigation zones. 

8.1.4. Contractor will manage all irrigation systems for peak efficiency and water conservation. 
Check for proper water application rates by inspecting soil moisture and health of plant 
materials on a weekly basis.  Adjust the irrigation frequencies as required to correct over or 
under watering. 

8.1.5. Contractor shall manage irrigation schedules so that irrigation is applied more deeply, but 
less frequently, rather than small amounts on a daily basis. 

8.1.6. Contractor and City will work in collaboration during water supply shortages and under 
drought conditions to develop an irrigation strategy that best preserves and protects the 
site’s landscape investment. 

8.2. IRRIGATION SYSTEM MONITORING 

8.2.1. Irrigation system monitoring and inspections to include the following: 

1. Visually inspect all irrigated landscape areas once weekly from April through
September to identify potential leaks as evidenced by water related plant stress,
surface water or erosion, broken or damaged equipment, and paved surfaces or
building walls/windows affected by irrigation spray.

2. Visually inspect the operation of all irrigation valve zones once monthly from April
through September to identify coverage problems, misdirected nozzles, broken or



damaged equipment, hard-scape or building overspray, pressure problems and 
system leaks. 

3. Irrigation repairs that do not exceed $125.00 may be performed without prior
approval. Irrigation repairs that exceed $125.00 shall be approved in advance. The
City reserves the right to perform irrigation repairs. Contractor shall submit a list of
repairs, time and materials used with an invoice for payment of said repairs.

8.3.      IRRIGATION SYSTEM MAINTENANCE, WINTERIZATION AND RE-ACTIVATION 
8.3.1. Run-off of water from irrigation systems into or onto streets, sidewalks, stairs, or gutters is 

not permitted.  Immediately make adjustments, repairs, or replacements required to correct 
the source of the run-off. 

8.3.2. Clean and adjust heads, nozzles and valves as required. Clean drip irrigation valve 
strainers as required.  Properly prune plantings and remove sod and debris affecting head 
performance from all zones once during the months of April and May.  Properly prune 
plantings and sod or debris affecting access to valves, and communicate to the City, valve 
boxes, which have settled during the Winter shutdown months. 

8.3.3. The City may be responsible for winterization of sprinkler systems. See special conditions 
exhibit. 

8.3.4. The City may be responsible for Spring start-up and initial adjustments of sprinkler systems. 
See special conditions exhibit. 

8.3.5. The City is responsible for backflow testing, pump startup, maintenance and operation. 

8.4.  IRRIGATION SYSTEM REPAIR AND RENOVATION 

8.4.1. Irrigation on sites that are referred to as City managed. This means the Cty assumes full 
responsibility for water management of these sites including programming, adjustments and 
repairs (see special conditions exhibit). The Contractor shall not be held liable for damage 
to plant material due to improper soil moisture. 

8.4.2. All repairs to the system shall be identical to the original installation, unless approved 
otherwise in advance by the City.  If a change to the installation will result in lower future 
maintenance costs, less frequent breakage, or an increase in public safety, request 
authorization to make the change from the City. 

8.4.3. Replacement of system components shall be the same manufacturer and model as original 
equipment, or better as authorized by City 

8.4.4. The following repair activities are considered additional services: 

1. Troubleshooting and repair of controller components.

2. Damage by other than Contractor vehicles.

3. Pedestrian or vandalism damage.

4. Special event damage.

5. Construction related damage by other than Contractor’s activities.

6. Storm related damage.

7. Product failure.

8.4.5. Provide the following repair or replacement work at no cost to City: 

1. Damage due to Contractor maintenance activities.

2. Damage due to work by Contractor’s construction activities.

3. Inform City when shutting off the systems during emergencies.



PARKS - Landscape Maintenance Service 56 City Sites x8 

Service Months Annually

$339,846.00LSPARKS - Landscape Maintenance Service 56 City Sites x8 

Service Months Annually

$339,846.00LS



Landscape Maintenance Service 13 Water Sites 
x8 Service Months Annually

LS $28,492.00


