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Ridenbaugh – Construction History

• Begins at Barber Park .  The water comes directly from the Boise River. Ends at 
Lake Lowell. 

• 1877:    Construction begins. William Morris completed 7 miles.  Referred to as the 
South Boise Canal or Morris Canal.   

• 1878:   William Ridenbaugh inherits.  Sells in 1883 due to lack of funds to continue 
the project.

• Several owners  until 1890 when Boise City and Nampa Irrigation, Land and 
Lumber Company bought it and continued the project.

• 1893: Canal was complete to Nampa. 



Why is Ridenbaugh Important to Meridian

• Settlers filing for land in Meridian area could, under the Homestead Act of 
1862,file for ‘Desert Land’ at $.25 acre.  Desert Land was “Ground that would not, 
without irrigation, produce any kind of crop”.  Claimant must have water to the 
land within 3 years. 

• 1886:  “Owing to a failure to get water from the Ridenbaugh ditch this season non 
e of the sellers west of Gress’ place  (corner of Fairview & Eagle) raised   anything 
that amounted to much. 

“Few of them have enough to keep body & soul together by shooting jackrabbits 
for the bounty offered by the county. “  “ We can scarcely comprehend how dry 
the valley was in the days before irrigation. With no moisture in the air, there 
was not even morning dew.” 

• After water became available, settlers poured into the area bringing sheep and 
cattle via the railroad .  Most land was claimed by 1900.  By 1902, Meridian was 
home to the dairy and fruit drying industries. 





Ridenbaugh in Meridian Area of Impact

Only remaining natural sections of Ridenbaugh



Section to Include in Historical Tour

From Idaho Historic Sites Inventory
Meridian Area of Impact 
O.Haga / Doris Frost Farmstead  #01-19811

Original Ridenbaugh – Natural State



Ridenbaugh Last Summer



Why Include in Historical Tour

• Ridenbaugh is one of the most important, if not the most important, 
part of Meridian’s agricultural heritage.

• Unique section of Ridenbaugh remains as originally constructed.

• This is the only natural section still visible to people walking or driving.

• Used as a ‘stop over’ area for migrating and nesting birds.  Large number 
of birds use riparian area.  eBird documented over 43 species in the 
area.  See Golden Eagle Audubon Society letter that follows. 

• Goal for adding to Historical Tour is to make citizens aware and 
appreciative  of the area and to hopefully preserve it as amenity if the 
land is developed.    Meridian Comprehensive Plan  4.6 “ It is essential to 
find a balance that protects and preserves Meridian’s natural resources, 
agricultural heritage and open spaces…..”





Ridenbaugh in Concrete   


