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SUMMARY

May 2021 is the 43™ anniversary of the annual celebration that has become Asian Pacific American Heritage
Month.

The origin of Asian Pacific-American Heritage Month dates back to the 95th Congress (1977-1978) when five
joint resolutions were introduced proposing that a week in May be designated to commemorate the
accomplishments of Asian Pacific Americans.

On March 28, 1979, President Carter issued Proclamation 4650, the first presidential proclamation, for Asian
Pacific American Heritage Week. In this proclamation, President Carter spoke of the significant role Asian
Pacific Americans played in the creation of a dynamic and pluralistic American society with their contributions
to the sciences, arts, industry, government, and commerce.

In 1990, President Bush issued Presidential Proclamation 6130 which expanded the observance of
Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week to a month in May 1990 and called on the people of the United States

to observe Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month with “appropriate ceremonies, programs and activities.”

Learn more about Asian Pacific American Heritage Month at www.asianpacificheritage.gov.

RECOMMENDATION

Mayor Wong proclaims May 2021 as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.


https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/proclamation-4650-asianpacific-american-heritage-week-1979
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=23748
http://www.asianpacificheritage.gov/

