CITY OF MERCER ISLAND
ORDINANCE NO. 25C-14

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON,
AMENDING CHAPTER 3.34 OF THE MERCER ISLAND CITY CODE TO
DELEGATE DESIGN REVIEW AUTHORITY TO THE HEARING EXAMINER;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

WHEREAS, in 2023 the Washington State legislature passed Engrossed Substitute House Bill
(HB) 1293 (chapter 333, Laws of 2023) related to local design review, codified in the Revised
Code of Washington (RCW) as section 36.70A.630; and

WHEREAS, RCW 36.70A.630(2) requires that locally adopted design standards must be clear
and objective; and

WHEREAS, the City has established design standards in Title 19 Mercer Island City Code
(MICC), the Unified Land Development Code; and

WHEREAS, the design standards in Title 19 MICC establish a design review process with design
review authority assigned to a design commission; and

WHEREAS, the City has established a design commission in Chapter 3.34 of the MICC; and

WHEREAS, The Hearing Examiner is established in Chapter 3.40 of the MICC with the express
function to conduct hearings and issue decisions upon applications as designated in the MICC;
and

WHEREAS, by June 30, 2025, the City of Mercer Island will amend its design standards to comply
with HB 1293 and RCW 36.70A.630; and

WHEREAS, amendments to comply with RCW 36.70A.630 will make the design review process
objective in nature; and

WHEREAS, On June 3, 2025, the City Council directed staff to prepare an ordinance that would
transfer design review authority from the design commission to the Hearing Examiner and
dissolve the design commission with the same effective date as the ordinance to amend the
design standards to comply with RCW 36.70A.630.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND,
WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section1.  Chapter 3.34 MICC Amended. Chapter 3.34 MICC, Design Commission, is
amended as set forth in Exhibit A.

Section 2. Severability. If any section, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance should
be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, or its
application held inapplicable to any person, property, or circumstance, such
invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity of any other section,
sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance or its application to any other person,
property, or circumstance.
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Section 3. Publication and Effective Date. A summary of this ordinance consisting of its title
shall be published in the official newspaper of the City. This ordinance shall take
effect and be in full force on June 30, 2025, provided five days have passed since
the date of publication.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON, AT ITS
MEETING ON JUNE 17, 2025.

CITY OF MERCER ISLAND

Salim Nice, Mayor

Approved as to Form: ATTEST:

Bio Park, City Attorney Andrea Larson, City Clerk

Date of Publication:
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Exhibit A
To Ordinance No. 25C-14

Chapter 3.34 MICC — Design Commission

3.34.005 — Hearing Examiner serving as Design Commission

A. The Hearing Examiner will serve as the Design Commission for all quasi-judicial functions
assigned and delegated to the Design Commission in the Mercer Island City Code. All
quasi-judicial functions and jurisdiction of the Design Commission are transferred and
assigned to the Hearing Examiner, who will perform them with delegated authority from the

City Council.

B. All other functions and jurisdiction of the Design Commission that are not quasi-judicial are
assigned and delegated to the code official.

C. The membership of the Design Commission is otherwise dissolved.
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