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Appendix A
Policy Evaluation

Goal or Policy
City bonding to support development of affordable
housing.

'Evaluation

Explanation

Policy 3.13 If City-owned property is no longer required
for its purposes, it shall be evaluated for its suitability for
affordable housing.

Policy 3.14 Waive, defer, or reduce building, planning, or
mitigation fees in exchange for a contractual
commitment to affordable housing.

Policy 3.15 Continue to provide Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for housing
projects which serve low and moderate income
households.

Policy 3.16 Maintain housing developed or preserved
using local public resources as affordable for the longest
term possible.

Policy 3.17 Encourage self-help and volunteer programs
which provide housing rehabilitation and development.

Policy 3.18 Support housing options, programs and
services that allow seniors to stay in their homes or
neighborhoods. Promote awareness of Universal Design
improvements that increase housing accessibility.

Policy 3.19 Encourage energy efficiency and other
measures of sustainability in new and preserved
housing.

Policy 3.20 Mercer Island shall periodically review and
revise policies and regulations to assure the Zoning
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Appendix A
Policy Evaluation

Goal or Policy
Code meets the requirements of the Federal Fair
Housing Act and the State of Washington Fair Housing
Law to provide equal access for people with special
needs and recognized protected classes (race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, family status, disability).

'Evaluation

Explanation

Policy 3.21 Zoning should provide appropriate
opportunities for special needs housing. Support should
be given to organizations that offer services and
facilities to those who have special housing needs.

Policy 3.22 Support and plan for special needs housing
using federal or state aid and private resources.

Policy 3.23 Encourage development of emergency,
transitional, and permanent supportive housing with
appropriate on site services for special needs
populations.

Policy 3.24 Identify regulatory methods and coordinated
assistance for improving housing opportunities for frail
elderly and other special needs populations in Mercer
Island.

Policy 3.25 Explore innovative ways to remove barriers
to, and provide incentives for, the creation and
modification of residential housing that is wholly or
partially accessible to people with disabilities.

Goal 4. Adopt and implement specific strategies
designed to achieve the housing goals outlined in this
Housing Element. Continue to monitor how well Mercer
Island resident's housing needs are being met.
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Appendix A
Policy Evaluation

Goal or Policy

Policy 30.6 Mercer Island has consistently accepted and
planned for its fair share of regional growth, as
determined by the GMPC and the King County CPPs.
However, build out of the City is approaching, and could
occur before 2035 or shortly thereafter. In the future, the
City will advocate for future growth allocations from the
GMPC which will be consistent with its community
vision, as reflected in the Comprehensive Plan and
development regulations; environmental constraints;
infrastructure and utility limitations; and its remaining
supply of developable land.

Evaluation

Explanation

The GMA requires the City of Mercer Island, like all
GMA planning jurisdictions, to plan for assigned
housing and employment targets. This policy, with its
focus on build out, will prove challenging when the
City plans for required future housing needs.
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