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DRAFT PARKS ZONE 
 
MICC 19.05.XXX – Parks Zone. [New Subsection] 
 
A. Purpose.  The purpose of the Parks Zone is to preserve and maintain parks which provide recreational 

and social opportunities and access to green space.  Parks enhance community quality of life by 
promoting healthy lifestyles, conservation, and social connections. 
 

B. Parks Zone Designation Requirements.  In addition to the requirements established in Section 
19.15.240 MICC, Parks must be owned, leased, or managed by the City of Mercer Island and fulfill the 
purpose provided in subsection (A) above to qualify for classification as Parks Zone. 
 

C. Uses Permitted.  The following land uses are permitted in the Parks Zone. A use not permitted by this 
section is prohibited. 

 
1. Recreational uses. 

 
2. Recreational facilities and recreational amenities. 
 
3. Parks maintenance facilities.  

 
4. Luther Burbank Administrative Building, Boiler Building, and Caretakers House. 

 
5. Public art. 

 
6. Trails. 

 
7. Habitat restoration and enhancement as authorized by chapter 19.07 MICC. 

 
8. Parking. 

 
9. Temporary uses and structures compatible with the purpose of the Parks Zone, as authorized 

by the City Manager or designee. 
 

10. Wireless communications facilities. (If otherwise permitted by MICC 19.06.040, MICC 
19.06.070, or MICC 19.06.075). 
 

11. Utilities. 
 
 
MICC 19.05.XXX – Parks Zone Development Standards. [New Subsection] 
 
(Section to be drafted based on input from PRC at 11/07/2024 meeting.) 
 
 
 
 

https://library.municode.com/wa/mercer_island/codes/city_code?nodeId=CICOOR_TIT19UNLADECO_CH19.15AD_19.15.240REPRRE
https://library.municode.com/wa/mercer_island/codes/city_code?nodeId=CICOOR_TIT19UNLADECO_CH19.07EN
https://library.municode.com/wa/mercer_island/codes/city_code?nodeId=CICOOR_TIT19UNLADECO_CH19.06GERE_19.06.040WICO
https://library.municode.com/wa/mercer_island/codes/city_code?nodeId=CICOOR_TIT19UNLADECO_CH19.06GERE_19.06.070SMWIFADE
https://library.municode.com/wa/mercer_island/codes/city_code?nodeId=CICOOR_TIT19UNLADECO_CH19.06GERE_19.06.070SMWIFADE
https://library.municode.com/wa/mercer_island/codes/city_code?nodeId=CICOOR_TIT19UNLADECO_CH19.06GERE_19.06.075SMWIFADEESCOST
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MICC 19.16.010 – Definitions (additional definitions will be added as work continues) 
 
[…] 
 
Community Garden. A shared plot of land where individuals or groups collectively grow fruits, vegetables, 

flowers, and plants.  
[…] 
 
Park. Public land that is available for recreational, ecological, educational, or cultural uses. Parks are 

accessible to the public and typically feature natural landscapes, open spaces, and facilities 
designed to support leisure, community gatherings, conservation, and outdoor activities. 

 
[…] 
 
Park Maintenance Facilities. Park developments that serve operational or park maintenance purposes 

such as buildings and sheds.  
 
[…] 
 
Public Art. Art that is installed in public spaces for the purpose of community enjoyment and enrichment. 

Public Art is visually and physically accessible to the public and embodies public or universal 
concepts rather than commercial, partisan, or personal interests. 

 
[…] 
 
Park Maintenance. |Activities performed to ensure parks are clean, safe, and operational. Park 

maintenance includes activities such as infrastructure repair, cleaning, landscaping, and litter 
removal. 

 
[…] 
 
Recreational Amenities. Furnishings or developments that are provided to supplement recreational uses 

or enhance recreational facilities, including but not limited to picnic tables, benches, bleachers, 
barbecues, outdoor exercise equipment, lighting, and waste receptacles. . Recreational Amenities 
also include all amenities addressed by the definition of Passive Recreational Amenities. 

 
[…] 
 
Recreational Facilities. Buildings, structures or developments that are provided specifically for 

recreational uses such as restrooms, playgrounds, picnic shelters, concession stands, athletic 
fields, sport courts, playgrounds, batting cages, bullpens, skateparks, bike skills areas, community 
gardens, spray parks, amphitheaters, swimming areas, docks, piers, and boat launches. 

 
[…] 
 
Recreational Uses.  In the Parks Zone, land uses that provide opportunities for entertainment, athletic, 

ecological, and/or other leisure activities. Recreational uses include activities such as sports, 
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cycling, skating, swimming, and use of play and exercise equipment. Recreational uses include all 
uses addressed by the definition of passive recreational uses. 

 
[…] 
 
 
MICC 19.01.040 – Zone Establishment 
 
A. Zones. 
 

Zone  Symbol 
 
Single-Family  R-8.4 
Single-Family  R-9.6 
Single-Family  R-12 
Single-Family  R-15 
Multiple-Family  MF-2L 
Multiple-Family  MF-2 
Multiple-Family  MF-3 
Business  B 
Planned Business  PBZ 
Commercial Offices  C-O 
Public Institution  PI 
Parks  P 
Open Space  OS 
Town Center  TC 

  
B. The location and boundaries of the various zones of the city are shown and delineated on the city of 

Mercer Island Zoning Map which is included in appendix D of this development code and is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

 
C. The location and boundaries of the various zones as hereafter determined by the city council shall be 

shown and delineated on zone maps covering portions of the city, each of which shall be a part of this 
Code either by adoption as a part hereof or by amendment hereto. 

 
D. Each zone map and all notations and other information shown therein shall become part of this Code. 
 
E. A zone map may be divided into parts and each part may, for purposes of identification, be subdivided 

into units. Such parts may be separately and successively adopted by means of an amendment of this 
Code and, as adopted, such zone map, or its parts, shall become a part of this Code. 

 
F. Changes in the boundaries of a zone shall be made by ordinance adopting an amended map, or part 

of said zone map. 
 
G. When uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any zones shown on any zone map, the following 

rules shall apply: 
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1. Boundaries shown on a map as approximately following street lines or lot lines shall be 
construed as actually following such lines. 

 
2. Where a boundary between zones divides a lot into two or more pieces, the entire lot shall 

be deemed to be located in the first zone on the following list in which any part of the lot is 
located: R-15, R-12, R-9.6, R-8.4, MF-2L, MF-3, MF-2, P, OS, PI, PBZ, C-O, TC, and B. The 
location of the zone boundary shall be determined by use of the scale appearing on the zone 
map unless the location of the boundary is indicated by dimensions. 

 
3. Where property abuts Lake Washington, the land use classification of the upland property 

extends waterward across the abutting shorelands and beds to the line of navigability/inner 
harbor line as established in 1984 by the board of natural resources by Resolution No. 461. 

 
4. In case any uncertainty exists, the planning commission shall recommend and the city council 

shall determine the location of boundaries. 
 
5. Where a public street is officially vacated or abandoned, the land use classification applicable 

to the abutting property shall apply to such vacated or abandoned street. If a vacated street 
forms the boundary between two or more zones, the land use classifications of each abutting 
zone shall extend to the mid-point of the vacated street unless the planning commission 
recommends and the city council decides otherwise. 

 
H. Except as hereinafter provided: 

 
1. No land, building, structure or premises shall be used for any purpose or in any manner other 

than a use listed in this Code, or amendments thereto, for the zone in which such land, 
building, structure or premises is located. 

 
2. No building or structure shall be erected nor shall any building or structure be moved, altered, 

enlarged or rebuilt, nor shall any open spaces surrounding any building or structure be 
encroached upon or reduced in any manner, except in conformity with the requirements of 
this development code or amendments thereto. 

 
3. No yard or other open spaces provided abut any building or structure, for the purpose of 

complying with the regulations of this Code or amendments thereto shall be considered as 
providing a yard or open space for any other building or structure. 


