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AB 6360: Review 2024 
Draft Legislative Strategy

October 17, 2023



• Recap of 2023 Legislative Session
• Draft 2024 State Legislative Priorities
• Transit Oriented Development Bill
• Climate Commitment Act Funding
• Partner Agency Legislative Priorities

Agenda



2023 Legislative Session Recap
• The 2023 State Legislative Session was unprecedented 

in terms of the volume of bills introduced for 
consideration.

• The primary focus of the session was housing, with 
several pieces of legislation enacted related to land use 
and permitting. 

• The City secured $3.5 million in grant funding for 
waterfront improvements at Luther Burbank Park.



2024 Session Logistics

• The 2024 legislative session will be a “short” session, meaning a 
60-day session rather than the “long” 105-day session that occurs 
in odd years. 

• Short sessions occur during the mid-biennium of the State’s two-
year budget cycle. 

• While the exact dates of the session are not finalized, staff 
anticipate the session will run from January 8 to March 8, 2024.



Early Prep for 2024 Session
• Council leadership, the City’s lobbyists, and senior staff 

leadership staff held the 2024 legislative kick-off 
planning meeting. 

• City staff met with the Governor’s transportation and 
finance policy advisors to discuss Marine Patrol request.

• The City Manager has transmitted a letter to the 
Governor’s office for Marine Patrol request.

• Mayor Nice participated in AWC’s Fall Mayors Exchange 
discussion of 2024 Legislative Session.



Draft 2024 Legislative Priorities
The City’s draft 2024 State Legislative Priorities are included as 
Exhibit 1 and the proposed priorities are categorized as follows:

• Maximize Resources for Behavioral Health and Substance Use Disorder 
Treatment and Prevention

• Support for Affordable Housing
• Capital and Grant Support for Essential Public Services
• Preserving and Protecting the Environment
• Support Public Safety Measures on Auto Theft and Property Crime
• Support for WCIA Municipal Tort Law Liability Reform
• Revising the Arbitrary Property Tax Cap



Partner Legislative 
Priorities
• The City collaborates with other 

organizations when developing 
legislative asks. Staff included for 
reference the legislative priorities from 
the following partner agencies in the 
agenda material:

• Association of Washington Cities (AWC)
• A Regional Coalition for Housing (ARCH)
• Washington Cities Insurance Authority 

(WCIA)



Potential TOD Bill
• Staff anticipate the legislature will again attempt to pass a 

“transit-oriented development” bill. Last year’s version would have 
increased housing capacity around the light-rail station on Mercer 
Island.

• Council leadership, staff, and the City’s lobbyists remain engaged 
with key stakeholders shaping the bill. In recent weeks:

• Council leadership and staff met with Governor Inslee’s King County liaison 
to discuss the TOD bill and upcoming legislative session.

• Mayor Nice and staff attended a roundtable of King County mayors hosted 
by Governor Inslee focused on transit-oriented housing development. 

• Staff and City Council plan to participate in the stakeholder meeting on the  
TOD bill hosted by AWC on October 25. 



Climate Commitment Act Funding
• In 2021, the State Legislature passed the Climate Commitment 

Act (CCA), a cap-and-invest program to reduce statewide green-
house gas emissions. 

• The CCA sets an emissions cap, issues permits that industry can 
bid on at auction. 

• The cap is reduced over time and proceeds from the auctions 
must be invested in climate projects focused on clean 
transportation, climate resilience, and environmental justice. 

• The CCA has brought in significantly more revenue than 
anticipated, with potentially $1 billion available for appropriation 
during the 2024 Legislative Session. 



Climate Commitment Act Funding
• The City’s lobbyists and legislators have advised that there is an 

opportunity to leverage CCA funds for projects and initiatives that 
align with the City’s Climate Action Plan.

• Information on the CCA funding opportunities is still being 
developed, staff are engaged in conversations and attending 
meetings to learn more.

• Staff have included two funding requests in the draft 2024 
Legislative Priorities. 



Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Plan
• One of the priority planning projects identified in the CAP is 

development of an island-wide Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
Plan. 

• Early planning framework assumes the City would hire a qualified 
consultant to assess City, school district, and community needs, 
as well as current infrastructure, and develop a comprehensive 
strategy to expand EV charging opportunities island-wide.

• The proposed funding request is $300,000.



Compact Electric Sweeper
• The City identified purchase of a compact 

electrical sweeper as a fleet priority for the next  
biennium. 

• This equipment will service areas that are 
inaccessible to our large street sweeper, such as 
sidewalks, paths, and park areas. 

• This equipment will allow staff to reduce the use of 
gas-powered equipment performing maintenance 
on island.

• The proposed funding request is  $310,000.



Draft 2024 Legislative Priorities
The City’s draft 2024 State Legislative Priorities are included as 
Exhibit 1 and the proposed priorities are categorized as follows:

• Maximize Resources for Behavioral Health and Substance Use Disorder 
Treatment and Prevention

• Support for Affordable Housing
• Capital and Grant Support for Essential Public Services
• Preserving and Protecting the Environment
• Support Public Safety Measures on Auto Theft and Property Crime
• Support for WCIA Municipal Tort Law Liability Reform
• Revising the Arbitrary Property Tax Cap
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