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Purpose

• Conduct a public hearing 
and complete a first reading 
of Ordinance No. 25C-28.

• Schedule a second reading 
and adoption.



Background – HB 1576

• HB 1576 was adopted in 2025 and is currently effective.

• There are two aspects of HB 1576 we need to consider:
• Written consent of the property owner is needed prior to 

designation. 
• Written consent isn’t needed if the property is 125 years or older  or 

within a historic district.



Background – Historical Designation

• Historical designation means a property has to comply with federal 
regulations about altering, demolishing, or relocating any building.

• In exchange, a number of benefits become available.
• Developer agreements
• Special assessed valuation
• Rehabilitation tax credits



Background – Mercer Island City Code 
(MICC)
• MICC 16.01.030 describes the current historical designation criteria: 

the property exceeds 50 years old:
• associated with significant historical events and figures
• Is characteristic of a type, period, style or method of design, 

architecture or construction.

• Only two amendments must be added to meet state legislation.



Proposed Amendments
• Written consent of the owner of the building or site must be obtained 

before being designated as a historic landmark. 
• Unless the building or site is within a historic district or exceeds 125 

years old.
• City has two designated historic landmarks and no historic district.



Next Steps

 Second reading and adoption are planned for December 2, 2025.
 Ordinance will be effective 5 days after council adoption. 



Questions




