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Agenda
• Washington State Legislature Impacts

• Project Overview

• Report Structure and Contents

• Implementation: “Quick Wins”

• City Council Action Tonight

• Discussion



Washington State Legislative Session

• State Legislature currently in session

• SB 5466, if passed, would prevent cities from requiring off-street 
parking in future developments in Town Center.

• Other bills may also result in impacts to the City’s ability to require 
parking as part of developments. 

• Staff recommend pausing work on the Town Center Parking 
Study until the legislative session concludes.



1. Create a parking program that 
activates Town Center, supports 
small businesses, and enhances 
Town Center visitor experience.

2. Ensure Island residents have 
priority access to public 
transportation.

3. Determine if on-site commercial 
and multi-family residential 
parking is adequately utilized. 
Identify options for increasing 
and/or regulating its use.

Town Center 
Parking Goals



Project Timeline 

March-June 2022

Project kickoff / 
data collection

July 19, 2022

City Council Study 
Session

July-Sep. 2022

Community 
outreach

October 2023

City Council Study 
Session

Oct.-Dec. 2022

Developed draft 
report

TODAY

Draft Report release



Report Structure

A. Project Overview
B. Parking Inventory and Utilization
C. Community Engagement 

Activities
D. Strategy Recommendations
E. Implementation
F. Appendices

Report available for community to read: 
https://letstalk.mercergov.org/tc-parking-study



Section D. Strategy Recommendations

• Three strategies to manage on-street parking supply, increase 
parking convenience & efficiency, and expand travel mode 
options. 

• Each strategy includes specific recommendations (1a., 1b., etc.)

• Recommendations are supported by current conditions, key 
actions, and primary reasoning to support their implementation. 
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• Begins on page 15 of the report
• Six recommendations seek to make on-

street parking: 

o Easier to find for each user type – visitors, 
employees, commuters, delivery 
operators, and others.

o Consistently regulated throughout Town 
Center.

o Better enforced to help increase 
availability.

o More conducive to “parking once” and 
being able to walk to multiple 
destinations.

Manage on-street public 
parking supply.

STRATEGY 1



Improve the convenience 
and efficiency of public 
parking.

STRATEGY 2

• Begins on page 24 of the report

• Two recommendations seek to improve 
parking to be: 

o More available, accessible, and apparent 
to all users in both on- and off-street 
locations.

o Navigable to and from parking and to 
destinations.



Expand travel mode options 
through programs and  
infrastructure investments. 

• Begins on page 27 of the report
• Five recommendations seek to improve Town 

Center mobility to be: 

o More convenient and safer for people traveling 
by any mode.

o Supportive of active, mixed uses, including 
more businesses and housing options, that 
can easily be reached by walking, biking, and 
other mobility devices.

o Balanced so streets and parking are less 
physically intrusive and do not dominate.

o Connected to regional trail networks for 
pedestrian and bike/wheeled users.

STRATEGY 3



Section E. Implementation

• Begins on page 34 of the report

• Includes Implementation Matrix with timing, resource needs, and 
other considerations for each recommendation

• Also includes ongoing activities for consideration to evaluate and 
inform future decisions for Town Center parking program
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Implementation: “Quick Wins”
• Update parking counts, including counting Mercer Island Park & 

Ride and Town Center/RPD permit zones. (1b)

• Observe ADA parking usage. (1d)

• Evaluate and modify parking citation fees. (1e)

• Improve wayfinding to and promote availability of public parking 
in parking garages. (2a)

• Observe bicycle usage and identify locations for/relocate additional 
bicycle parking. (3a)

• Phase in conversion to two-hour parking limits depending on 
observed congestion/lack of turnover. (1a)



City Council Action Tonight

Option 1: Move to suspend work on the Town Center 
Parking Study until the conclusion of the Washington 
State Legislative Session.
Option 2: Move to commence the public outreach 
period on the draft Town Center Parking Study report, 
concluding with a public hearing on April 18, 2023.
or 
Other action as directed by City Council.



Discussion



Opportunities for Comment

• Draft report available for the community to review on Let’s Talk: 
https://letstalk.mercergov.org/tc-parking-study

• Review and provide feedback:
o Post your comments on Let’s Talk 

o E-mail Sarah Bluvas at sarah.bluvas@mercerisland.gov 

o Attend the Public Hearing scheduled for April 18 (details on Let’s Talk)

• Comment on the report through April 18



Next Steps + Schedule

TODAY

Draft Report release

Now-April 18

Public Comment Period

April 18, 2023

Public Hearing

May 16, 2023 

City Council Review of 
Public Comment

June 2023

Adopt Final Report
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