COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
206.275.7605

www.mercerisland.gov/cpd

9611 SE 36th St, Mercer Island, WA 98040

STAFF REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION

CPA25-002
Project Number: CPA25-002
Project Name: Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) Comprehensive Plan Amendment
Review Type: N/A
Description: A request for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reclassify King County

Parcel Nos. 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and a portion of
2655500115 from Single-Family Residential to Commercial Office (C-0O).

Applicant/Owner: Amy Lavin (Stroum Jewish Community Center) / Stroum Jewish Community
Center (SJCC)
Address: 3801 E Mercer Way, 9824 SE 40th St, 3975 99th Ave SE, and 3795 E Mercer

Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040; identified by King County Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers: 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and 2655500115

Zoning Designation: R-8.4; R-9.6

Staff Contact(s): Jeff Thomas, Community Planning and Development Department Director
Molly McGuire, Senior Planner

Key Project Dates: Date of Application: December 11, 2025
Determined to be Complete: January 6, 2026
Notice of Public Hearing Bulletin Published: June 29, 2026
Notice of Public Hearing Mailed: June 29, 2026
Notice of Public Hearing Posted on Site: June 29, 2026
Notice of Public Hearing Published in July 1, 2026
Newspaper:
Date of Open Record Public Hearing: August 5, 2026

Exhibits: 1. Staff Report, dated August 5, 2026

2. Development Application, received by the City of Mercer Island on

December 11, 2025

Project Narrative

Comprehensive Plan Amendment Criteria Compliance Narrative

5. Memorandum - 3801 E Mercer Way Rezone Potential Trip Generation
Review prepared by Transpo Group, dated February 10, 2026

6. Determination of Complete Application, issued by the City of Mercer
Island on January 6, 2026

7. Zoning Map, generated by the City of Mercer Island on March 5, 2026

8. Proposed Land Use Map, generated by the City of Mercer Island on May
12,2026

9. Notice of Public Hearing, issued by the City of Mercer Island on June 29,
2026

10. Notice of Public Hearing, published in the Mercer Island Reporter on July
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11. Public Comments
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Rick Tydings, received June 28, 2026

John and Kathleen O’Rourke, received July 5, 2026
Teresa and Wally Hall, received July 6, 2026

Blake Zhang, received July 8, 2026

Anthony Bastone, received July 13, 2026

Shang Xinli, received July 13, 2026

Jessica Prince, received July 14, 2026

Sydney Tomlinson, received July 14, 2026

Tyler, received July 14, 2026

Erin K. Randall, received July 15, 2026

Sven Kratz, received July 15, 2026

Albert Angel, received July 16, 2026

Art and Pat McGougan, received July 16, 2026
Brooke Pariser, received July 16, 2026

Deb Arnold, received July 16, 2026

Henry and Magdalen Hwang, received July 16, 2026
Michele Murburg, received July 16, 2026

Mike Adler, received July 16, 2026

Mike Post, received July 16, 2026

Narita Ghumman, received July 16, 2026
Rosanne Fleischmann Lapan, received July 16, 2026
SJCC Facilities, received July 16, 2026

Stephanie Castle, received July 16, 2026

Zivit Shechter-Nissim, received July 16, 2026
Alexis Odell, received July 17, 2026 ****

Carla Greenbaum, received July 17, 2026

Fredric Tobis, received July 17, 2026

Joshua Levin, received July 17, 2026

Kristi and Chad Robins, received July 17, 2026
Linda Bookey, received July 17, 2026

Marion and George Mohler, received July 17, 2026
Mark Meyer, received July 17, 2026

Martin Nelson, received July 17, 2026

Maureen Leyser, received July 17, 2026

Mindy Stern, received July 17, 2026

Paulo, received July 17, 2026

Robin Farrish, received July 17, 2026

Sarah Joshi, received July 17, 2026

Thuy and Mark Seafort, received July 17, 2026
Tracy Sigmon, received July 17, 2026

Anne Woodley, received July 18, 2026

Cathy and Jim Ford, received July 18, 2026
Cynthia Moller, received July 18, 2026

Jean F. Dunbanin, received July 18, 2026

Joanne Kinsman, received July 18, 2026

Lisa Dembo, received July 18, 2026

Margie Starnes, received July 18, 2026

Michael, Nicole, Finn, and Nash Searing, received July 18, 2026
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Richard Fruchter, received July 18, 2026
Stacey J. Parson, received July 18, 2026
A.M., received July 19, 2026

Gina Gonchar, received July 19, 2026
Jean Dunbanin, received July 19, 2026
Cindy Paborsky, received July 20, 2026
David Paborsky, received July 20, 2026
Jim Horgdal, received July 20, 2026
Kayla Locke, July 20, 2026

Lori Kraft, received July 20, 2026

Randy Kessler, received July 20, 2026
Susan Szafir, received July 20, 2026
Andrew lwano, received July 21, 2026
Denise Joffe, received July 21, 2026
Elaine Kraft, received July 21, 2026
Karen Roberts, received July 21, 2026
Lisa Kranseler, received July 21, 2026

Michelle Pierce Kavesh, received July 21, 2026

Yunhan Huang, received July 21, 2026
Janet Matzke, received July 22, 2026
Jason McCune, received July 22, 2026

Liz Friedman, received July 22, 2026
Sayce William Falk, received July 22, 2026
Charles Flake, received July 23, 2026
Mike DaCosta, received July 23, 2026
Moss Patashnik, received July 23, 2026
Anastasia Mironova, received July 24, 2026
Beth Lippman, received July 24, 2026
Elaine Kavalok, received July 24, 2026
Laura Senft, received July 24, 2026

Pavel Sterba, received July 24, 2026
Tanming Fong, received July 24, 2026
Kunal Patel, received July 25, 2026

Kate Robertson, received July 26, 2026
Pallu (1), received July 26, 2026

Pallu (2), received July 26, 2026

Patty Willner, received July 26, 2026

Peter Jacobs, received July 26, 2026

A. Teng, received July 27, 2026

Benjamin S. Pariser, received July 27, 2026
Carol Shafer, received July 27, 2026

David and Patrick White, received July 27, 2026

Deborah Urman, received July 27, 2026
Ellen Lynn, received July 27, 2026
Emma Kearns, received July 27, 2026
The Frizzells, received July 27, 2026
Gail Zucker, received July 27, 2026
Hayley Duitch, received July 27, 2026

Heidi Behrens-Benedict, received July 27, 2026

Jeff Bean, received July 27, 2026
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Jeff Davis, received July 27, 2026

Jordan Hueneman, received July 27, 2026
Lisa Cohen, received July 27, 2026

Mark A. Clausen, received July 27, 2026
Pamela Lavitt, received July 27, 2026

Samuel Small, Violet Resnick, Erez Small, and Simona Small,

received July 27, 2026

Sandy Glass, received July 27, 2026

Sandy M. Samuel, received July 27, 2026
Sarah Fletcher, received July 27, 2026

Scott Porad, received July 27, 2026

Shari Basom, received July 27, 2026

Steven K. Linkon, received July 27, 2026
Trea Diament, received July 27, 2026

Winky Lai, Suresh Krishnamoorthy, and Ashwin
Krishnamoorthy, received July 27, 2026

A. Meyer, received July 28, 2026

Aaron Rosenstein, received July 28, 2026
Alan Rothblatt, received July 28, 2026
Austin Cohn, received July 28, 2026

Ava Raisi, received July 28, 2026

Avi Freedman, received July 28, 2026

Barby Cohen, received July 28, 2026

Blake Zhang, received July 28, 2026

Bonnie Cape, received July 28, 2026
Candace Friedman, received July 28, 2026
Cindy Stratiner, received July 28, 2026

Carol and Andy Harris, received July 28, 2026
Dan Friedman, received July 28, 2026

Dan Kezner, received July 28, 2026

David Youssefnia, received July 28, 2026
Deb Schweikert, received July 28, 2026

Dodi Nov, received July 28, 2026

Ellen Rosenstein Brin, received July 28, 2026
Erik D. Laursen, received July 28, 2026

Dr. Eugene Normand, received July 28, 2026
Evelyn Jimenez, received July 28, 2026
Ginger Howse, received July 28, 2026

Jan Abkowitz, received July 28, 2026

Jean Greaves, received July 28, 2026

Jessi Wasson, received July 28, 2026

Joel Feldman, received July 28, 2026

Julie Hirsch, received July 28, 2026

Julie Sarkissian, received July 28, 2026

Kalai Socha-Leialoha, received July 28, 2026
Kimberly Florence, received July 28, 2026
Laurie and Randy Koehler, received July 28, 2026
Lisa Pedee, received July 28, 2026

Mary W. Clarfeld, received July 28, 2026
Melissa Benaroya, received July 28, 2026
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11.147. Michael Clarfeld, received July 28, 2026

11.148. Nancy MacCormack, received July 28, 2026

11.149. Nicola Thornton, received July 28, 2026

11.150. Pam Feinstein, received July 28, 2026

11.151. Paul Amato, received July 28, 2026

11.152. Peter Sadowski, received July 28, 2026

11.153. Ronen Elad, received July 28, 2026

11.154. Ruth Miller, received July 28, 2026

11.155. SaraEizen, received July 28, 2026

11.156. Sarah Kopelovich, received July 28, 2026

11.157. Shauna Swerland, received July 28, 2026

11.158. Zach Stroum, received July 28, 2026

11.159. Akili Lawson, received July 29, 2026

11.160. Alan Waldbaum and Kim Muscatel Waldbaum, received July 29,
2026

11.161. Alexis Rubenstein, received July 29, 2026

11.162. Arlette Ordell, received July 29, 2026

11.163. Benjamin E. Norton, received July 29, 2026

11.164. Caitlin Curry, received July 29, 2026

11.165. Carol Schapira, received July 29, 2026

11.166. Catherine Lee, received July 29, 2026

11.167. Christina and Aaron Hendelman, received July 29, 2026

11.168. Craig Katz, received July 29, 2026

11.169. Dana Azose, received July 29, 2026

11.170. David Landsman, received July 29, 2026

11.171. Debbie Lawson, received July 29, 2026

11.172. Doron Holan, received July 29, 2026

11.173. Etana Kunovsky, received July 29, 2026

11.174. Eydie Hasson Katz, received July 29, 2026

11.175. lan Morris, received July 29, 2026

11.176. Irene Markman Geisner, received July 29, 2026

11.177. James and Gloria, received July 29, 2026

11.178. Jamie Weinstein, received July 29, 2026

11.179. JeanKlein, received July 29, 2026

11.180. Jeffrey Kanter and Susan Kleiner, received July 29, 2026

11.181. Jennifer Kessler, received July 29, 2026

11.182. Jennifer Selby, received July 29, 2026

11.183. Jill Friedman, received July 29, 2026

11.184. lJill Landauer and Peter Hundrieser, received July 29, 2026

11.185. John Hall, received July 29, 2026

11.186. Jonathan Spare, received July 29, 2026

11.187. Jordan Friedman, received July 29, 2026

11.188. Joseph L. Schocken, received July 29, 2026

11.189. Julie Stone Egnal, received July 29, 2026

11.190. Julie Takasugi, received July 29, 2026

11.191. Leanne Gordon, received July 29, 2026

11.192. Leslie Bair, received July 29, 2026

11.193. Lisa Morris, received July 29, 2026

11.194. Lisa Porad, received July 29, 2026

11.195. Masooma Nagqvi, received July 29, 2026
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11.196. Matt Lemchen, received July 29, 2026
11.197. Max Strasburg, received July 29, 2026
11.198. Michael Gluck and Lisa R. Koper, received July 29, 2026
11.199. Michele and Alan Tesler, received July 29, 2026
11.200. Mindy Landsman, received July 29, 2026
11.201. Miriam Porad, received July 29, 2026
11.202. Mitch Buder, received July 29, 2026
11.203. Naomi Alhadeff, received July 29, 2026
11.204. Nathan Holan, received July 29, 2026
11.205. Owen Smith, received July 29, 2026
11.206. Paul Burstein, received July 29, 2026
11.207. Paula Libes, received July 29, 2026
11.208. Perry Drapekin, received July 29, 2026
11.209. Rebecca and Leeran Raphaely, received July 29, 2026
11.210. Ricca Piha Poll, received July 29, 2026
11.211. Richard Tomaselli, received July 29, 2026
11.212. Rick Clarfeld, received July 29, 2026
11.213. Shirley Chen, received July 29, 2026
11.214. Simeon A. Rubenstein, received July 29, 2026
11.215. Stephanie Lee, received July 29, 2026
11.216. Stephen Chess, received July 29, 2026
11.217. Suzanne Skinner, received July 29, 2026
11.218. Uri Bar-Joseph, received July 29, 2026
11.219. Wendy Kaufman, received July 29, 2026
11.220. Wendy Rosen, received July 29, 2026
11.221. Bobbie Meltzer Stern, received July 30, 2026
11.222. Camberly Gilmartin, received July 30, 2026
11.223. Nadine Samter, received July 30, 2026
11.224. Ping Zhao, received July 30, 2026
11.225. Scott and Cindy Rockfeld, received July 30, 2026
12. Applicant Response to Public Comments, received June 29, 2026
13. SEPA Checklist, dated November 20, 2025
14. SEPA Determination of Nonsignificance, issued by the City of Mercer
Island on June 22, 2026

APPLICATION OVERVIEW

1.

Project Overview: A request for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to reclassify King County Parcel
Nos. 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and a portion of 2655500115 from Single-Family
Residential to Commercial Office (C-O) within the Land Use Map (Exhibit 8).

Location: The subject properties are located at 3801 E Mercer Way, 9824 SE 40th St, 3975 99th Ave
SE, and 3795 E Mercer Way, situated in the Southeast Quarter of Section 7, Township 24, and Range
5, in the City of Mercer Island, King County, WA 98040.

Access: Access to the subject properties is from E Mercer Way.

Existing Conditions: The subject properties contain the two-story, 88,362 square foot Stroum
Jewish Community Center building on King County tax parcel 2655500137 which was constructed
in 1969 and includes facilities for various activities including an auditorium, fithess center, indoor
pool, and most of the parking for the site. Tax parcel 2655500115 contains the French American
School, which is a two-story, 31,815 square foot building constructed in 2005. Tax parcel
2655500136 is developed with landscaping, picnic tables, and hardscape. Finally, tax parcel
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2655500132 contains a two-story, 1,860 square foot, single-family residence constructed in 1986.
Tax parcels 2655500137, 2655500115, and 2655500136 all appear to be integrated in their daily
operations as the Stroum Jewish Community Center site.

5. Contact Information:

Project Contact: Applicant: Engineer:

Amy Lavin, SICC Stroum Jewish Community | N/A

3801 E Mercer Way, Mercer | Center
Island, WA 98040

(206) 232-7116

amyl@sjcc.org

6. Terms Used:

Term: Refers to, unless otherwise specified:
Applicant Stroum Jewish Community Center
Proposed development Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment to redesignate parcels

2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and a portion of
2655500115 from Single-Family Residential (R) to Commercial
Office (C-0) within the Future Land Use Map.

Subject property, site The subject property or site where the proposed development is
located as defined in this staff report

City City of Mercer Island

MICC Mercer Island City Code

Code Official City of Mercer Island Community Planning and Development
Director or a duly authorized designee

SJICC Stroum Jewish Community Center

CPA Comprehensive Plan Amendment

II. PROCEDURE AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS

7. Review Type: Applications for Comprehensive Plan Amendments (CPA) are required to be
processed consistent with the requirements in MICC 19.15.260. Following the completion of an
open record public hearing, the Planning Commission shall consider the proposed amendment for
conformance with the criteria as listed in MICC 19.15.230(F), the Comprehensive Plan, and other
applicable development standards (MICC 19.15.260(B)(1)). The Planning Commission shall make a
written recommendation on the review to the City Council (MICC 19.15.260(B)(2)). The City Council
shall consider the Planning Commission’s recommendation at a public meeting where it may adopt
or reject the Planning Commission’s recommendation or remand the review back to the Planning
Commission (MICC 19.15.260(B)(3)).

8. Application: The application for the proposed CPA was submitted on December 11, 2025. On
January 6, 2026, the application was deemed complete for the purposes of review, pursuant to
MICC 19.15.070 (Exhibit 6).

9. Notice of Application and Public Hearing: The City issued a combined notice of application and
public hearing for the proposed CPA on June 29, 2026, consistent with the provisions of MICC
19.15.260, which include the following methods: a mailing sent to the neighboring property owners
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within 300 feet of the subject property; a notice sign posted on the subject property in a location
visible to the public right-of-way; publication in the City’s weekly permit bulletin; and made
available to the general public upon request (Exhibit 9). The notice of application and public hearing
was also published in the Mercer Island Reporter, a newspaper of general circulation, on July 1,
2026, as required in MICC 19.15.260 (Exhibit 10).

10. Opportunities for Public Comment: The notice of application began the 30-day public comment
period, which took place onJune 29, 2026 through the close of the public hearing on August 5, 2026.
Public comments that were received during the public comment period, between the issuance of
the Notice of Public Hearing and the day the packet for the Planning Commission was published,
are included in Exhibit 11.

11. Response to Public Comment: While the City accepts public comments at any time prior to the
open record pre-decision hearing, common practice is to request that the applicant provides
responses only to those public comments received during the 30-day public comment period. The
code does not require the applicant to respond to any public comments received. The applicant
provided responses to the public comments received during the public comment period through
July 28 contained in Exhibit 12.

12. State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) Review: A SEPA Determination of Non-significance (DNS)
was issued on June 22, 2026, following the DNS process in WAC 197-11-340 (Exhibit 14). The
comment period ended on July 6, 2026 and no comments were filed.

13. Public Hearing: Pursuant to MICC 19.15.260, a public hearing is required for the CPA. A combined
notice of application and notice of public hearing was provided to the public as described in MICC
19.15.260 (Exhibits 9 and 10). The public hearing will take place with the Planning Commission on
August 5, 2026.

I1l. ZONING AND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DESIGNATIONS

14. Site Zoning and Land Use: The Comprehensive Plan designation for the parcels is: Single-Family
Residential. Parcel 2655500137 is currently split-zoned Single-Family Residential (R-8.4) and
Single-Family Residential (R-9.6). Parcels 2655500136 and 2655500132 are zoned Single-Family
Residential (R-8.4). Parcel 2655500115 is split-zoned Single-Family Residential (R-9.6) and
Commercial Office (C-0O). A site zoning map can be found in Exhibit 7. Pursuant to MICC
19.01.040(G)(2), where a boundary between zones divides a lot into two or more pieces, the entire
lot shall be deemed to be located in the first zone on the following list in which any part of the lot is
located: R-15, R-12, R-9.6, R-8.4, MF-2L, MF-3, MF-2, OS, PI, PBZ, C-O, TC, and B; therefore, parcels
2655500137 and 2655500115 are located in the R-9.6 zone.

15. Comprehensive Plan Policies: The Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the City Council in 2024,
contains a Land Use Map, which designates parcels 2655500137, 2655500136, and 2655500132 as
Single-Family Residential. The single-family residential land use designation represents areas
within Mercer Island where development will be predominantly single-family residential
neighborhoods. Complementary land uses (e.g., private recreation areas, schools, home
businesses, public parks, etc.) are generally supported within this land use designation. Parcel
2655500115 is within the Commercial Office designation. The commercial office land use
designation represents commercial areas within Mercer Island, located outside of the Town Center,
where the land use will be predominantly commercial office. Complementary land uses (e.g.,
healthcare uses, schools, places of worship, etc.) are also generally supported within this land use
designation.

16. Adjacent Zoning and Comprehensive Plan Designations:

‘ Direction and Current Zoning Comprehensive Plan
August 5, 2026 CPA25-002 Staff Report and Recommendation
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Development Designation
North; SE 36th Stand E Public Institution (PI) Linear Park (1-90)
Mercer Way
East; Single-Family Single-Family Residential R- Single-Family Residential

Residences and E Mercer Way | 9.6

South; SE 40th St and Single- | Single-Family Residential R- Single-Family Residential
Family Residences 8.4

West; Commercial Buildings Commercial Office (C-0), Commercial Office, Single-
and Single-Family Residences | Single-Family Residential R- Family Residential, Public
(City of Mercer Island City Hall | 8.4, Public Institution (PI) Facility

and Public Works beyond) beyond

IV. CONSISTENCY WITH MICC 19.15.230, COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENTS

17. Application requirements. Proposed amendment requests may be submitted by the public, city

18.

manager, city department directors or by majority vote of the city council, planning commission or
other city board or commission. Proposed amendments submitted by the public shall be
accompanied by application forms required by this title and by the code official and the filing fees
established by resolution. All application forms for amendments to the comprehensive plan shall
include a detailed description of the proposed amendment in nontechnical terms.

Staff Analysis: The application for a comprehensive plan amendment was submitted by a
representative of the Stroum Jewish Community Center, a member of the public. The application
included all required materials for a comprehensive plan amendment, as detailed on the
application forms provided by the City (Exhibit 2) and the filing fees established in the 2026 Fee
Schedule were paid. A detailed description of the proposed amendment in nontechnical terms was
also provided (Exhibit 3). The applicant also provided a memorandum prepared by Transpo Group
to address potential trip generation as a result of the proposed CPA and rezone (Exhibit 5);
therefore, the application requirements have been met.

Frequency of amendments.

A. Periodic review. The comprehensive plan shall be subject to continuing review and evaluation
by the city ("periodic review"). The city shall take legislative action to review and, if needed,
revise its comprehensive plan to ensure the plan complies with the requirements of the GMA
according to the deadlines established in RCW 36.70A.130.

B. Annualamendmentcycle. Updates, proposed amendments, or revisions to the comprehensive
plan may be considered by the city council no more frequently than once every calendar year
as established in this section (the "annual amendment cycle"). During a year when periodic
review of the comprehensive plan is required under RCW 36.70A.130, the annual amendment
cycle and the periodic review shall be combined.

C. More frequent amendments may be allowed under the circumstances set forth within RCW
36.70A.130(2). Amendments processed outside of the annual amendment cycle under RCW
36.70A.130(2) may be initiated by action of the city council. The city council shall specify the
scope of the amendment, identify the projected completion date, and identify and, if necessary,
fund resources necessary to accomplish the work. Amendments allowed to be processed
outside of the annualamendment cycle are not subject to the docketing process outlined within
subsection D of this section.

Staff Analysis: The proposed comprehensive plan amendment would be updated through the
annual amendment cycle. This would be the only regular comprehensive plan amendment for the
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2026 annual amendment cycle period; therefore, the proposed amendment is consistent with the
frequency of amendment limitations established by both the GMA and MICC chapter 19.15.

19. Decision criteria. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the criteria
specified below per MICC 19.15.230(F). An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment
proposal shall have the burden of demonstrating that the proposed amendment complies with the
applicable regulations and decision criteria.

A. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide planning
policies, and the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city policies; and:

1) There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the comprehensive
plan; or

2) The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole.

Applicant Response: Yes. The proposal complies with MICC 19.15.230(F)(1). First, it is
consistent with the Growth Management Act, at Chapter 36.70A RCW. Most specifically, the
amendment is “internally consistent” with the Comprehensive Plan, which is one of the main
requirements of GMA (RCW 36.70A.070: “The plan shall be an internally consistent document
and all elements shall be consistent with the future land use map”).

Second, it is consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies (“CPPs”), specifically the
following (responses to CPPs in italics):

e FW-6: Enable culturally and linguistically appropriate equitable access to programs and
services and help connect residents to service options, particularly for those most
disproportionately cost-burdened or historically excluded. The SJCC welcomes
everyone, and connects the community to a wide variety of programs and services. The
SJCC exists due to historical exclusion of Jewish people from other clubs and
organizations on Mercer Island and elsewhere. The redesignation will allow the J’s work
to continue on Mercer Island. The SJCC issues extensive scholarships so that anyone
can participate in anything related to the J: Camp, Schwartz Early Childhood School,
after-school care and programs, swim lessons, general membership, gardening, and
any cultural arts event. The change to the CO zone allows SJCC to remain on the island
in an appropriate designation/zone.

e EN-3: Ensure public and private projects incorporate locally appropriate, low-impact
development approaches developed using a watershed planning framework for
managing stormwater, protecting water quality, minimizing flooding and erosion,
protecting habitat, and reducing GHG emissions. The redesignation will eventually allow
for remodeling or rebuilding of the SICC, which will be required to comply with then-
current codes and regulations. This will benefit the environment.

e EN-4: Encourage the transition to a sustainable energy future by reducing demand
through efficiency and conservation, supporting the development of energy
management technology, and meeting reduced needs from sustainable resources. The
redesignation will eventually allow for remodeling or rebuilding of the SJCC, which will
be required to comply with then-current codes and regulations. This will benefit the
environment.

e DP-2: Prioritize housing and employment growth in cities and centers within the UGA,
where residents have higher access to opportunity and high-capacity transit. ..the UGA
will include a mix of uses that are convenient to and support public transportation to
reduce reliance on SOV travel for most daily activities. The SJICC is the fifth largest
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employeron Mercer Island. The designation will ensure that this employment continues
on the Island. In addition, the SICC is extremely well-served by bike/trail infrastructure
for alternative commuting methods.

e DP-4: Develop and use...commercial land efficiently in the UGA to create healthy,
vibrant, and equitable urban communities with a full range of urban services, by...b)
encouraging compact and infill development with a mix of compatible residential,
commercial, and community activities...The redesignation to a commercial designation
allows the SJCC to remain on Mercer Island, providing a wide variety of needed
community services to the Mercer Island community. The commercial designation is
consistent with the existing and proposed use of the property and would be an efficient
use of commercially designated land. Given that the City recently took its own property
outof CO, it makes sense to add additional CO land back to ensure compliance with job
targetand other Comp Plan policy goals surrounding jobs and employment (the CO zone
is one of the main zones where businesses/jobs can be placed).

e DP-6: Adopt land use and community investment strategies that promote public health
and address racially and environmentally disparate health outcomes and promote
access to opportunity. Focus on residents with the highest needs in providing and
enhancing opportunities for employment, safe and convenient daily physical activity,
social connectivity, protection from exposure to harmful substances and environments,
and housing in high opportunity areas. The redesignation allows the SICC to remain and
offer a variety of opportunities for daily physical activity and social connectivity for
people of all ages, in a high opportunity area.

e DP-8: Increase access to healthy and culturally relevant food in communities
throughout the Urban Growth Area by encouraging the location of healthy food
purveyors, such as grocery stores, farmers markets, urban agriculture programs, and
community food gardens in proximity to residential uses and transit facilities,
particularly in those areas with limited access to healthy food. The SJCC includes a
garden for fresh food production. Food grown in the garden is used in SICC programs,
donated to community food banks, and used to prepare food for those in need, like
unhoused teens at YouthCare. The SICC also regularly conducts food drives for both the
broad and Kosher communities. It is in close proximity to alternative modes of
transportation and is walkable to housing areas.

e EC-2: Support economic growth that accommodates employment growth targets (see
Table DP1) through local land use plans, infrastructure development, and
implementation of economic development strategies. Prioritize growth of a diversity of
middle-wage jobs and prevent the loss of such jobs from the region. The SJCC is the fifth
largest employer on Mercer Island. The designation will ensure that this employment
continues on the Island. In addition, the SICC is extremely well-served by bike/trail
infrastructure for alternative commuting methods. In addition, the SJCC employs people
of all ages and all stages of careers. The SICC is often a teenager’s first employer and
many of these employees return for employment, either seasonal or permanent, for
decades. The designation to CO protects hundreds of jobs that will be able to remain on
the island.

e EC-14: Celebrate the cultural diversity of local communities as a means to enhance
social capital, neighborhood cohesion, the county’s global relationships, and support
for cultural and arts institutions. The SJCC is the Puget Sound’s most open and
welcoming community-centered Jewish organization, creating opportunities that
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amplify profound Jewish connection for people of all ages. The designation to CO
protects this Jewish cultural institution on Mercer Island, creating a space and place for
anyone to experience Jewish culture, traditions, and education.

EC-26: Encourage commercial and mixed-use development that provides a range of job
opportunities throughout the county to create a closer balance between the location of
jobs and housing. The SJCC is the fifth largest employer on Mercer Island. The
redesignation will ensure that this employment continues on the Island. In addition, the
SJCC is extremely well-served by bike/trail infrastructure for alternative commuting
methods and is walkable to housing.

EC-29: Stabilize and prevent the economic displacement of small, culturally relevant
businesses and business clusters during periods of growth, contraction, and
redevelopment. Mitigate displacement risks through monitoring and adaptive
responses. The SJICC is the fifth largest employer on Mercer Island. The designation will
ensure that this employment continues on the Island. In addition, the SJCC is extremely
well-served by bike/trail infrastructure for alternative commuting methods. The
designation to CO protects the SJCC and enables it to remain on Mercer Island.

PF-19: Locate schools, institutions, and other community facilities and services that
primarily serve urban populations within the Urban Growth Area, where they are
accessible to the communities they serve, except as provided in Appendix 5 (March 31,
2012 School Siting Task Force Report). If possible, locate these facilities in places that
are well served by transit and pedestrian and bicycle networks. The SJCC includes the
Island’s largest early childhood school and is extremely accessible to the families it
serves. It also includes other child-related care and services including after-school care
that includes transportation directly from schools, J Camp, teen programs, and a wide
variety of other classes and activities that are geared toward education and children.
The site is well served by alternative means of transportation as well as traditional
means of transportation. The designation to CO is the more appropriate designation for
the existing and proposed use, and allows the SICC to remain in this location, which is
specifically called for by the CPP.

Third, the proposal is consistent with the Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan, specifically the
following (responses to planin italics):

The proposal serves the public interest and implements the following specific goals and vision
of the city (responses to policies, where appropriate, in italics):

August 5,2026

Residential Community. Mercer Island is principally a single-family residential
community supported by healthy schools, religious institutions, and recreational clubs.
(Comp. Plan, Community Values). The proposal will allow the SJCC, which is a school,
afterschool care provider, summer camp organization, cultural arts producer, and a
recreational club open to all, to continue to serve Mercer Island. The CO designation
directly supports this Comprehensive Plan value—in fact, is the only organization on
Mercer Island that does all of these things for anyone and everyone.

Education is the Key. The community and its public and private institutions are
committed to provide excellence in Education (Comp Plan, Community Values). The
proposal allows the SICC’s Schwartz Early Childhood School to continue its excellent
education of hundreds of young children on Mercer Island, after-school care for
elementary students, and camp care for children four years old through their teens.
SJCC also offers dozens of opportunities each month for adults to learn new skills,
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create with art, and explore curious subjects through the SJCC Arts + Ideas program. The
CO designation directly supports this Comprehensive Plan value.

Welcoming and Inclusive. Mercer Island is a place of acceptance where all are
welcome, irrespective of race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, sexual
orientation, disability status, financial resources, or age. We believe that a diverse
community is a healthier community. We respect and appreciate the benefits of
diversity. The SJCC'’s vision is to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming
community-centered Jewish organization. The CO designation directly supports this
Comprehensive Plan value.

Pride & Spirit, Excellence in Education, Recreational & Cultural Opportunities. Mercer
Island will continue to provide a wide range of education, cultural, and municipal
services for the community’s varied population. Balanced and flexible programs will be
necessary to meet the community’s evolving needs in education, recreation, and
cultural enjoyment. The community will maintain its broad range of quality basic
services, including public safety, human services, physical development and utilities.
At the same time, community leaders recognize that delivery of these services will take
place in an arena of limited resources and heightened competition for tax revenues
(Comp Plan, Values Manifested). The SJCC provides a community center and
educational, recreational, and cultural opportunities that are privately funded and do
not burden the City’s budget. The SICC is the only Jewish Community Center in the state
of Washington. It anchors Jewish community in the region, serves thousands of
households on Mercer Island—Jewish and beyond—and is an irreplaceable asset to
Island life, providing services and community connection that the City could not
possibly replace. The CO designation directly supports this Comprehensive Plan value.

Residential, Environmental Stewardship, Leadership, Citizen Involvement,
Neighborhood Pride. Civic, recreation, and religious organizations are important and
integral elements of the community character and fabric. Their contribution and
importance to the established community character should be reflected and respected
in land use permit processes. (Comp Plan, Values Manifested). The SICC has been an
important and integral part of the community for decades. This redesignation request
will allow the SJCC to rebuild and reconfigure the SICC to continue serving the
community with modernized amenities, sustaining the benefits the community knows
and expects from the J. We are hopeful that this request for redesignation is respectfully
considered and approved, so that we can rebuild under the current CO zoning rules. The
designation to CO directly supports this value.

Commercial Office and PBZ zones must serve the needs of the local population while
remaining compatible with the overall residential character of the community. (Comp
Plan, Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center). The Commercial Office zone, as
developed in the future by the SICC, will remain compatible and increase compatibility
with the overall residential character of the community. Anything that is built will
conform to CO standards. Finally, the proposal is adjacent to CO designations and
extends them southward; this extension is consistent with good zoning and planning
principles.

Goal 7.1 Preserve the neighborhood character in residential zones. For the purpose of
implementing this element, neighborhood character only refers to the form, bulk, scale,
and intensity of the built environment. (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). The proposal is
consistent with this goal. The SICC is a use that requires a gym and a pool, the larger
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scale of which is inconsistent with the desired scale identified in a single family zoning
designation. Therefore, the designation should be changed, so that the SICC can remain
in this location. In addition, the designation to CO will require compliance with CO
zoning, which includes significant protections of neighboring residential zones in terms
of form, bulk, scale, light, and noise standards.

Goal 7.4 Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are
predominantly located in single-family residential areas of the Island. The City may
consider measures within the land use code to address the maintenance, updating, and
renovation of these facilities, while ensuring compatibility with surrounding
neighborhoods. Such facilities contribute to the mental, physical, and spiritual well-
being of Mercer Island residents. Land use decisions should balance the retention of
these facilities with overall community planning and zoning regulations (Comp Plan,
Land Use Goals). The City’s current single family zoning regulations, and its issued
formal interpretation of the regulations, do not allow variation from the gross square
footage or impervious surface limitations currently placed on all structures in single
family zones such that it is not possible for the SICC to rebuild/remodel in place. The
only sustainable option to retain the SJCC in this location is to redesignate to CO. The
City has been very aware of this issue for many years now and has declined to make
changes to its single family code that would accommodate the SICC. Thus, a change to
CO s necessary to allow the SICC to move forward on Mercer Island.

Goal 7.5 Encourage compatible uses such as education, recreation, open spaces,
government, social services, and religious activities (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). This
goal of the Comprehensive Plan specifically encourages compatible uses such as the
SJCC, which offers education, recreation, open space, and social services. As such, the
Plan supports the redesignation to CO as the redesignation allows the SJCC to
sustainably remain on the Island within a comp plan designation/zone that supports it.

Goal 9.2 Commercial uses and densities near the I-90 / East Mercer Way exit and SE
36th Street are appropriate for that area. All activities in the Commercial Office zone are
subject to design review, and supplemental design guidelines may be adopted. All{ SJCC
uses are allowable uses in the CO zone. Any development proposal would be subject to
design review. The CO designation is specifically called out in the comprehensive plan
as being appropriate in this subarea.

Goal 10.6. Encourage low impact development approaches for managing stormwater
and protecting water quality and habitat. Any new development proposal will comply
with current stormwater codes, which will benefit the environment. Designation to CO
facilitates updated facilities and compliance with modern codes and practices,
maintaining a safe, accessible, and operationally functional facility.

The commercial office land use designation represents commercial areas within Mercer
Island, located outside of the Town Center, where the land use will be predominantly
commercial office. Complementary land uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of
worship, etc.) are also generally supported within this land use designation. The SJCC
fits within the description of this designation. The land and its uses are appropriate for
designation to CO.

Transportation Goal 6.1: Ensure compatibility between transportation facilities and
services and adjacent land uses, evaluating aspects such as: potential impacts of
transportation on adjacent land use; potential impacts of land development and
activities on transportation facilities and services; and need for buffering and/or
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landscaping alongside transportation facilities. While the designation of the property
will change, the use will not change. The project-specific transportation review for any
future SJCC project will analyze at a project-level transportation impacts, including
concurrency review, that may be mitigated via trip reduction and physical
improvements.

e Transportation Goal 9.2. Address parking overflow impacts on neighborhoods caused
by major traffic generators such as schools, businesses, parks, and multifamily
developments. The change to CO will allow the SJICC to better address parking issues.
As an existing nonconforming building/site, the SICC cannot change its footprint without
triggering full compliance with the code, which would require compliance with the gross
floor area and impervious surface limitations intended for single family homes which the
SJCC cannot meet. As a result, the SJCC cannot address any existing parking issues. At
the time of any future development proposal submittal, the SICC would be required to
comply with applicable parking requirements, which will address any potential parking
issues.

Finally, the proposal complies with the following provisions of MICC 19.15.230(F)(1):

e There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the
comprehensive plan; or N/A; this is not a technical error. While we believe it is an error
to include a non-single family use in a single family designation, when the City’s zoning
standards severely restrict the existing nonconformities, this is not correcting a
technical error.

o The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as awhole. Yes. The
amendmentis necessary due to the change in the single family zoning requirements that
were passed in 2017. In 2017, the City limited the amount of gross floor area and
impervious surface that could be built in all single family zones, without including an
exception for rebuilds, expansions, and remodels of institutional uses like the SICC. The
City subsequently interpreted its code to limit permitted variances in single family
zones. Thus, the SICC - and many other vital community organizations on Ml - are
stranded in a zone that does not allow for the necessary rebuilding/remodeling to be
present on the Island for another 50 years. As has been documented, the SICC facilities
are nearing the end of their useful life and the strict nonconforming provisions of the
single family code cannot accommodate the needed remodel/refurbishing/renovation.
Standards for community centers and the residential zones in which they sit have
changed over the years, and significant change to the facility needs to occur so that it
can attract members and sustain operations with facilities that meet modern
environmental, safety, and accessibility standards. It is not possible to achieve this goal
under the single family residential designation and zoning. It is therefore asking for the
redesignation to CO to correctthis issue so that it can be permitted to move forward with
an appropriate redevelopment plan. These code changes have created a changed
circumstance that applies to the city as a whole.

Staff Analysis: Pursuant to MICC 19.15.230(F) an applicant for a comprehensive plan
amendment proposal has the burden of demonstrating that the proposed amendment
complies with the applicable regulations and decision criteria.

The City agrees that the proposed CPA is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the
countywide planning policies, and the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city
policies, as detailed in the Applicant’s Response above.
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The City further agrees that there is no obvious technical error in the information contained in
the comprehensive plan and that the proposed CPA is not intended to resolve any obvious
technical errors in the comprehensive plan.

Additionally, the City agrees that the proposed CPA addresses changing circumstances of the
City as a whole. The City disagrees with the Applicant’s assertions as to the 2017 development
standards. The changes to the residential development standards that occurred in 2017 were
policy decisions made by the then seated City Council, and are not “changing circumstances
of the city as whole.” Additionally, the applicant’s assertation that the changes to the residential
development standards were passed “without including an exception for rebuilds, expansions,
and remodels of institutional uses like the SJCC” is incorrect. The development code includes
provisions for the exterior alteration or enlargement of nonconforming structures other than
single-family or in Town Center in MICC 19.01.050(D)(3). Intentional exterior alteration or
enlargement is allowed, provided the legal nonconforming status of the structure is not lost.
Legal nonconforming status would be lost if there is an intentional exterior alteration or
enlargement of the structure over any three-year period thatincurs construction costs in excess
of 50 percent of the structure’s current King County assessed value as of the time the initial
application for such work is submitted.

The changing circumstances of the city as a whole are more accurately described as an
increased demand of a facility that is at the end of its useful life and which demand cannot be
accommodated under the current provisions allowed for intentional exterior alteration or
enlargement of a legally nonconforming structure in MICC 19.01.050(D)(3). To meet these
increased demands, a remodel or enlargement that would likely exceed 50 percent of the
structure’s assessed value would likely be necessary, which would in turn result in the loss of
legal nonconforming status, and the whole site would be required to come into compliance with
the development standards in the single-family residential zoning designation. The currently
applicable standards are, as the name suggests, written for single-family residential
development with no provisions that address facilities that need a larger footprint or gross floor
area to accommodate the demand required by the community.

B. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings shall be
determined:

1) The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern;

Applicant Response: Yes. The SJCC has been on this property for over 50 years and the
existing use is inherently compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern;
the SJCC is part of the existing land use and development pattern. There is no change
proposed to the underlying use of the property. In addition, the proposal would simply
extend the CO zone from the north to encompass the SJCC property. The adjacent
designations (SF, B, CO, potentially Pl) would not be impacted by the redesignation. Any
future development proposal would be reviewed under the CO zone standards and would
be subject to SEPA and development-level review at that time. Any use that is proposed
under the CO zone would be required to comply with the CO zone standards, which include
height, setback, and bulk standards to protect adjacent lower density zones.

Staff Analysis: The City agrees that the proposed CPA is compatible with the adjacent land
use and development patterns. Adjacent land use and development patterns include both
single-family residences and commercial buildings. The proposed amendment would
redesignate four Single-Family Residential parcels to Commercial Office. The adjacent land
uses and development patterns include single-family residential development,
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commercial, and public facilities, which all align with the existing facilities on the SJCC
properties. The applicant has emphasized the SJCC’s intentions to rebuild the SICC
facilities to continue providing services to Mercer Island residents, which can no longer be
adequately provided with the existing, aging buildings. The commercial office land use
designation represents commercial areas within Mercer Island, located outside of the Town
Center, where the land use will be predominantly commercial office. Complementary land
uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of worship, etc.) are also generally supported
within this land use designation.

The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the
potential zoning; and

Applicant Response: Yes. The SJCC is an allowed use in the CO zone. The CO standards
are suitable for any future rebuild or remodeling of the SICC. The property itself is well-suited
for redevelopment with the standards under the CO zoning, as it is a large enough parcel
that can accommodate CO-permitted uses, and also accommodate the required large
setbacks and landscaping buffers that are required by the CO zone.

Staff Analysis: The City agrees that the subject property is suitable for development in
conformance with the standards in the proposed C-O zoning designation. Allowed uses in
the C-O zone include professional, scientific, and technical services, office uses, places of
worship, civic and social organizations, and public and private schools. Required conditions
for development within the C-O zone are contained in MICC 19.04.020 and include, but are
not limited to: screening adjacent to external boundaries of the site, restrictions on lot
coverage and building footprints, building height limits, yard requirements, and parking
requirements.

MICC 19.04.020(E) provides yard requirements for development within the C-O zone. The
minimum setback from all rights-of-way shall be 50 feet. The minimum rear yard setback
shall be 50 feet. The sum of side yards shall be at least 75 feet, with no side yard less than
25 feet; provided, however, that a minimum 50-foot setback shall be required from the
property line of any adjacent property that is zoned residential or multifamily and developed
for such use and no parking or driveways shall be allowed within this setback. Dimensions
of the subject properties are provided below:

Parcel Width (Side Yards) Depth (Front and Rear Yards)
2655500132 (south 75.5 feet 108 feet
property line adjacent to
single-family residentially
zoned parcel)
2655500136 110 feet 205 feet
2655500137 Must be determined using | Must be determined by the
Lot Width Circle method mean average distance
measured from the front lot
line to the rear lot line
2655500115 Must be determined using | Must be determined by the
Lot Width Circle method mean average distance
measured from the front lot
line to the rear lot line

Based on this information, at least one parcel would not be suitable for development in
conformance with the standards under the potential zoning as it currently exists; however,
the development code includes options for nonconforming structures, sites, and uses, as
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well as the option for lot line revisions to create a lot width and depth which could allow a
new building in the C-O zone to conform with the development standards.

The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect
community facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare.

Applicant Response: Yes. The amendment allows the SJCC to remain on the Island in its
currentlocation, as it has existed for the last 55+ years. As stated throughout this document,
the SICC is a very clear public benefit for the Island, with the largest early childhood school
on the Island, the largest provider of swim lessons on the Island, and the fifth largest
employer on the Island. The SICC provides a place for people of all ages. It is committed to
affordability and accessibility. It provides an antidote to the current loneliness epidemic.
The redesignation to CO allows the SJCC to sustainably rebuild/remodel in place, which
benefits all who ever use, or will use, the SICC. The loss of the SJCC would be devastating
to a large amount of people on Mercer Island. Aligning the designation of the property to the
actual use, thereby facilitating a thriving use from a land use perspective, will have a
positive, not adverse, effect on the public health, safety and welfare. In addition, the CO
zone, as stated above, is protective of surrounding properties and regulates what can be
built on the property, regardless of use. It requires large setbacks, landscape buffers, and
other elements that result in no adverse effect on community facilities or the public health,
safety, and general welfare.

Staff Analysis: The City agrees that the proposed CPA would benefit the community as a
whole and would not adversely affect community facilities or the public health, safety, and
general welfare. The proposed CPA would allow for new commercial development in an
area that has contained uses that align with those allowed in the Commercial-Office
designation for many decades. The subject properties contain uses that already provide
benefit to the community, and the proposed CPA would align the comprehensive plan
designation with these uses.

20. Combined comprehensive plan amendment and rezone. In cases where both a comprehensive
planamendment and arezone are required, both shall be considered together, and all public notice
must reflect the dual nature of the request.

Staff Analysis: The proposal results in a case where both a comprehensive plan amendment and a
rezone are required. The applicant has submitted applications for both the comprehensive plan
amendment and rezone. Since these applications require different review procedures under both
state law and the MICC, the public hearing with the Planning Commission will be solely focused on
the comprehensive plan amendment, which the rezone will undergo quasi-judicial review starting
with the Hearing Examiner. Following the receipt of recommendations from the Planning
Commission and Hearing Examiner, both applications will then be presented to the City Council for
final review and approval, together.

V. DEVELOPMENT REGULATION COMPLIANCE - DISCLOSURE
21. Compliance with all local, state, and federal regulations is required.
VI. PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

Staff reviewed the proposed application in accordance with the criteria for comprehensive plan
amendments in MICC 19.15.230(F). The staff report and findings are based on the application and all
supplemental information. The Planning Commission shall consider the proposed amendment for
conformance with the criteria listed in the applicable section, the comprehensive plan, and other
applicable development standards. The Planning Commission shall make a written recommendation
onthereview to the City Council. Based on the findings contained in this staff report and the application
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materials, Staff recommend the Planning Commission adopt the above findings and move to
recommend approval of the proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment under City File Number
CPA25-002 to reclassify King County Parcel Nos. 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and a portion
of 2655500115 from Single-Family Residential to Commercial Office (C-O) within the Land Use Map
(Exhibit 8) to the City Council.

/V)oﬁ@g/ﬂ/]c i

Molly McGuire, Senior Planner

City of Mercer Island Community Planning and Development
molly.mcguire@mercerisland.gov

(206) 275-7712
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EX002

CITY USE ONLY

CITY OF MERCER ISLAND PROJECT NO. RECEIPT NO. FEE
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
9611 SE 36™ STREET | MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040
PHONE: (206) 275-7605 | www.mercerisland.gov Date Received:
Received By:

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION

A Development Application form is required to be completed for any land use project within the City of Mercer
Island. Additional supplemental information for each specific land use permit requested is required. See below
for land use permits and associated permit forms.

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Property Address: 3801 East Mercer Way

Parcel Number(s): 265550-0132, 265550-0136, 265550-0137, and a smal portion of 265550-0115
Gross Lot Area(s): 405,242 sf

Net Lot Area(s): 398,9555 sf

Zone: R-8.4, R-96

Shoreline Environment Designation: I:l Urban Residential

(if located within 200 feet of Lake Washington) D Urban Park

CRITICAL AREAS ON PROPERTY

GEOLOGICALLY HAZARDOUS AREAS WATERCOURSES WETLANDS

|:| Potential Landslide Hazard |:| Type F |:| Category |

|:| Erosion Hazard |:| Type Np |:| Category Il

|:| Seismic Hazard |:| Type Ns |:| Category lll

|:| Steep Slope |:| Piped |:| Category IV
|:| Unknown |:| Unknown

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION

Name: Company (if applicable):

Stroum Jewish Community Center| Stroum Jewish Community Center

Address: E-Mail:

3801 East Mercer Way amyl@sjcc.org
ere206-232-7116

APPLICANT/REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION Same as property owner \.

Name: . Company (if applicable): .
my Lavin Stroum Jewish Community Center
3801 East Mercer Way Eé'\lﬂﬁlﬁw@SjCC.Org

"ere206-232-7116



https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.mercerisland.gov/___.YXAzOnN0cm91bWpld2lzaGNvbW11bml0eWNlbnRlcjpjOm86ZTZmNGZkMDUwOGVmMmYwY2IyY2VmYjNlMWQzMTJmNDM6NzpiNTg4OjUxYTAwMDNlMDcxZjhlMjcwZDc3MjA3YTc1Y2FhYTVjODM5NzViMmZlOWRkYzg3NTg1OWM1NGIxY2Y5MzBlNjc6cDpUOkY

DECLARATION: | HEREBY STATE THAT | AM THE OWNER OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY OR | HAVE BEEN
AUTHORIZED BY THE OWNER(S) OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY TO REPRESENT THIS APPLICATION, AND THAT THE
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY ME IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

12/10/2025
Signature %7 ;— Date

PROPOSED CLEAR DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSAL (please use additional paper if needed):

The Stroum Jewish Community Center proposes to redesignate the Future Land Use Map of the

Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan from Single Family Residential ("R") to Commercial Office ("CQO")
for the following parcels: 265550-0132, 265550-0136, 265550-0137, and a small portion of 265550-0115.

INDICATE REQUESTED LAND USE APPROVALS

CRITICAL AREAS ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW (SEPA) SUBDIVISION
Critical Area Review 1 Environmental Impact Statement Short Plat- Preliminary
Critical Area Review 2 X SEPA Review Short Plat- Alteration

DESIGN REVIEW LEGISLATIVE Short Plat- Final Plat
Design Review — Signs Code Amendment Long Plat- Preliminary
Design Review — Code Official Comprehensive Plan Docket Application Long Plat- Alteration
Design Commission Study Session X Comprehensive Plan Application (If Docketed) Long Plat- Final Plat
De5|gn.Comm|SS|on Review — Exterior Rezone Lot Line Revision
Alteration

i issi iew — i WIRELE MMUNICATION
Design Commls_smn Review — Major OTHER LAND USE SS CO UNICATIO
New Construction FACILITIES
. . New Wireless Communication
Accessory Dwelling Unit .
Facility
DEVIATIONS Code Interpretation Request Wireless Communications
P q Facilities- 6409 Exemption

Deviations to Antenna Standards — -
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LAND USE APPLICATION SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Each Land Use Application requested above must be accompanied by the appropriate land use application form
and required materials. Refer to the City of Mercer Island Permit Forms webpage for a complete list of all land
use application forms and submittal requirements.
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EX003

2025 Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment

Redesignation Project Narrative

Thank you for the consideration of our Comprehensive Plan Amendment. The Stroum Jewish
Community Center (“SJCC”) is proposing to redesignate the Future Land Use Map (“FLUM”) of
the Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan from Single Family Residential (“R”) to Commercial
Office (“CQO”), for the following parcels:

2655500137
2655500136
2655500132
small portion of 2655500115

The current zoning (R-8 and R-9.6) does not reflect how the property is being used today or how
it is planned to be used in the future, which is as the SJCC. The SJCC has been in place on the
property for over 55 years. Changing the zoning requires a FLUM change as well, and brings
both the FLUM and the zoning into alignment with the actual use of the property. The City has
given guidance that the Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone Amendments should be
submitted separately.

As the City is aware, under the current single family zone, rebuilding and renovation is
inefficient and not possible. The City has determined that the variances necessary to rebuild the
SJCC are not available in the single family zones. As such, a redesignation is necessary.

The SJCC has been intently pursuing the ability renovate our aging facilities for over eight
years. In this timeframe, we’ve taken many opportunities to share the hopes we have for a re-
envisioned facility with our members, our neighbors, and the broader Mercer Island community.

Through multiple SJCC open houses, community meetings and even through public testimony
provided during 2018-2019 council consideration of a broader Mercer Island initiative, we
shared our priorities, and also learned what the community and our neighbors care about the
most:
e Facilitating better traffic flow and providing enough safe parking so there is less impact
on our neighbors;
e Designing our use of space to ensure less noise or light impact, and minimize visibility
impact;
e Supplementing foliage and trees to enhance the buffer between our facilities and our
neighbors; and
e Ensuring that any changes to the SJCC property through zoning don’t have secondary
impact on other Mercer Island community facilities or neighborhoods.

In 2023, before the Comprehensive Plan and Rezone were docketed by the City Council, the
SJCC hosted an open house where the redesignation and rezone were presented and discussed,
followed by questions and answers. Similar to prior initiatives, an invitation was mailed to all
addresses within 1000’ radius of the SJICC, emailed to SJCC members, SJCC participants and
users, and other Mercer Island community facilities, and was promoted widely on SJICC assets.
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The SJCC hosted approximately 100 attendees at this open house, and we were pleased to see
our revised designs, which are the direct benefit of so much engagement and feedback over the
last six years, being received so well by the vast majority of the community and our neighbors.

There is no current development proposal that is being submitted to the City for simultaneous
review with the redesignation and rezone proposal. However, we are confident that a rebuilt
SJCC can meet the objectives that the majority of the community has put forth. The
redesignation of the property will reflect the long-standing use of the site as the SJCC, and will
allow for the property to continue to serve the community into the future.



EX004

2025 Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment

Criteria Compliance Narrative

Thank you for your consideration of our Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment. The Stroum
Jewish Community Center (“SJCC”) is proposing to redesignate the Future Land Use Map
(“FLUM?”) of the Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan from Single Family Residential (“R”) to
Commercial Office (“CO”), for the following parcels:

2655500137
2655500136
2655500132
small portion of 2655500115

Please see Exhibit A attached to this form for the redesignation map.

Per the application form, the following are answers as to how the proposed amendment meets the
following codes:

e MICC 19.15.230!

e RCW Chapter 36.70A

e Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan
e Mercer Island City Policies

1. MICC 19.15.230.E.

The proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendment was docketed by the City Council in
December 2023.

2. MICC 19.15.230.F

F. Decisions to amend the comprehensive plan shall be based on the criteria specified
below. An applicant for a comprehensive plan amendment proposal shall have the
burden of demonstrating that the proposed amendment complies with the applicable
regulations and decision criteria.

1. The amendment is consistent with the Growth Management Act, the countywide
planning policies, and the other provisions of the comprehensive plan and city
policies, and:

a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the
comprehensive plan; or

! Please note: the application checklist request “how the application meets the review criteria in MICC 19.15.260.”
The criteria stated in 19.15.260 are procedural in nature and not appropriate for inclusion in the review narrative.
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b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole.

Yes. The proposal complies with MICC 19.15.230.F.1. First, it is consistent with the Growth
Management Act, at Chapter 36.70A RCW. Most specifically, the amendment creates an

“internally consistent” Comprehensive Plan, which is one of the main requirements of GMA
(RCW 36.70A.070: “The plan shall be an internally consistent document and all elements shall
be consistent with the future land use map”).

Second, it is consistent with the Countywide Planning Policies (“CPPs”), specifically the
following (responses to CPPs in italics):

FW-6: Enable culturally and linguistically appropriate equitable access to programs
and services and help connect residents to service options, particularly for those most
disproportionately cost-burdened or historically excluded. the SJCC welcomes
everyone, and connects the community to a wide variety of programs and services. The
SJCC exists due to historical exclusion of Jewish people from other clubs and
organizations on Mercer Island and elsewhere. The redesignation will allow the J’s
work to continue on Mercer Island. The SJCC issues extensive scholarships so that
anyone can participate in anything related to the J: Camp, Schwartz Early Childhood
School, after-school care and programs, swim lessons, general membership,
gardening, and any cultural arts event.

EN-3: Ensure public and private projects incorporate locally appropriate, low-impact
development approaches developed using a watershed planning framework for
managing stormwater, protecting water quality, minimizing flooding and erosion,
protecting habitat, and reducing GHG emissions. The redesignation will eventually
allow for remodeling or rebuilding of the SJCC, which will be required to comply with
then-current codes and regulations. This will benefit the environment.

EN-4: Encourage the transition to a sustainable energy future by reducing demand
through efficiency and conservation, supporting the development of energy
management technology, and meeting reduced needs from sustainable resources. The
redesignation will eventually allow for remodeling or rebuilding of the SJCC, which
will be required to comply with then-current codes and regulations. This will benefit
the environment.

DP-2: Prioritize housing and employment growth in cities and centers within the
UGA, where residents have higher access to opportunity and high-capacity transit.
..the UGA will include a mix of uses that are convenient to and support public
transportation to reduce reliance on SOV travel for most daily activities. The SJCC is
the fifth largest employer on Mercer Island. The designation will ensure that this
employment continues on the Island. In addition, the SJCC is extremely well-served by
bike/trail infrastructure for alternative commuting methods.

DP-4: Develop and use...commercial land efficiently in the UGA to create healthy,
vibrant, and equitable urban communities with a full range of urban services, by...b)
encouraging compact and infill development with a mix of compatible residential,
commercial, and community activities...The redesignation allows the SJCC to remain



on Mercer Island, providing a wide variety of needed community services to the
Mercer Island community.

DP-6: Adopt land use and community investment strategies that promote public health
and address racially and environmentally disparate health outcomes and promote
access to opportunity. Focus on residents with the highest needs in providing and
enhancing opportunities for employment, safe and convenient daily physical activity,
social connectivity, protection from exposure to harmful substances and environments,
and housing in high opportunity areas. The redesignation allows the SJCC to remain
and offer a variety of opportunities for daily physical activity and social connectivity
for people of all ages, in a high opportunity area.

DP-8: Increase access to healthy and culturally relevant food in communities
throughout the Urban Growth Area by encouraging the location of healthy food
purveyors, such as grocery stores, farmers markets, urban agriculture programs, and
community food gardens in proximity to residential uses and transit facilities,
particularly in those areas with limited access to healthy food. The SJCC includes a
garden for fresh food production. Food grown in the garden is used in SJCC
programs, donated to community food banks, and used to prepare food for those in
need, like unhoused teens at YouthCare. The SJCC also regularly conducts food
drives for both the broad and Kosher communities. It is in close proximity to
alternative modes of transportation and is walkable to housing areas.

EC-2: Support economic growth that accommodates employment growth targets (see
Table DP1) through local land use plans, infrastructure development, and
implementation of economic development strategies. Prioritize growth of a diversity
of middle-wage jobs and prevent the loss of such jobs from the region. The SJCC is
the fifth largest employer on Mercer Island. The designation will ensure that this
employment continues on the Island. In addition, the SJCC is extremely well-served by
bike/trail infrastructure for alternative commuting methods. In addition, the SJCC
employs people of all ages and all stages of careers. The SJCC is often a teenager’s
first employer and many of these employees return for employment, either seasonal or
permanent, for decades.

EC-14: Celebrate the cultural diversity of local communities as a means to enhance
social capital, neighborhood cohesion, the county’s global relationships, and support
for cultural and arts institutions. 7The SJCC is the Puget Sound’s most open and
welcoming community-centered Jewish organization, creating opportunities that
amplify profound Jewish connection for people of all ages. The SJCC welcomes
everyone.

EC-26: Encourage commercial and mixed-use development that provides a range of
job opportunities throughout the county to create a closer balance between the location
of jobs and housing. The SJCC is the fifth largest employer on Mercer Island. The
redesignation will ensure that this employment continues on the Island. In addition,
the SJCC is extremely well-served by bike/trail infrastructure for alternative
commuting methods and is walkable to housing.

EC-29: Stabilize and prevent the economic displacement of small, culturally relevant
businesses and business clusters during periods of growth, contraction, and
redevelopment. Mitigate displacement risks through monitoring and adaptive
responses. The SJCC is the fifth largest employer on Mercer Island. The designation



will ensure that this employment continues on the Island. In addition, the SJCC is
extremely well-served by bike/trail infrastructure for alternative commuting methods.
PF-19: Locate schools, institutions, and other community facilities and services that
primarily serve urban populations within the Urban Growth Area, where they are
accessible to the communities they serve, except as provided in Appendix 5 (March
31, 2012 School Siting Task Force Report). If possible, locate these facilities in places
that are well served by transit and pedestrian and bicycle networks. The SJCC
includes the Island’s largest early childhood school and is extremely accessible to the
families it serves. It also includes other child-related care and services including
after-school care that includes transportation directly from schools, J Camp, teen
programs, and a wide variety of other classes and activities that are geared toward
education and children. The site is well served by alternative means of transportation
as well as traditional means of transportation.

Third, the proposal is consistent with the Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan, specifically the

following (responses to plan in italics):

The proposal serves the public interest and implements the following specific goals and vision
of the city (responses to policies, where appropriate, in italics):

Residential Community. Mercer Island is principally a single-family residential
community supported by healthy schools, religious institutions, and recreational clubs.
(Comp. Plan, Community Values). The proposal will allow the SJCC, which is a
school, after school care provider, summer camp organization, cultural arts producer,
and a recreational club open to all, to continue to serve Mercer Island.

Education is the Key. The community and its public and private institutions are
committed to provide excellence in Education (Comp Plan, Community Values). The
proposal allows the SJCC’s Schwartz Early Childhood School to continue its excellent
education of hundreds of young children on Mercer Island, after-school care for
elementary students, and camp care for children four years old through their teens.
SJCC also offers dozens of opportunities each month for adults to learn new skills,
create with art, and explore curious subjects through the SJCC Arts + Ideas program.
Welcoming and Inclusive. Mercer Island is a place of acceptance where all are
welcome, irrespective of race, ethnicity, national origin, religion, gender, sexual
orientation, disability status, financial resources, or age. We believe that a diverse
community is a healthier community. We respect and appreciate the benefits of
diversity. The SJCC'’s vision is to be the Puget Sound’s most open and welcoming
community-centered Jewish organization. The SJCC serves people of all ages and
capabilities. Everyone is welcome.

Pride & Spirit, Excellence in Education, Recreational & Cultural Opportunities.
Mercer Island will continue to provide a wide range of education, cultural, and
municipal services for the community’s varied population. Balanced and flexible
programs will be necessary to meet the community’s evolving needs in education,
recreation, and cultural enjoyment. The community will maintain its broad range of
quality basic services, including public safety, human services, physical development
and utilities. At the same time, community leaders recognize that delivery of these



services will take place in an arena of limited resources and heightened competition for
tax revenues (Comp Plan, Values Manifested). The SJCC provides a community center
and educational, recreational, and cultural opportunities that are privately funded and
do not burden the City’s budget. The SJCC is the only Jewish Community Center in the
state of Washington. It anchors Jewish community in the region, serves thousands of
households on Mercer Island—Jewish and beyond—and is an irreplaceable asset to
Island life, providing services and community connection that the City could not
possibly replace.

Residential, Environmental Stewardship, Leadership, Citizen Involvement,
Neighborhood Pride. Civic, recreation, and religious organizations are important and
integral elements of the community character and fabric. Their contribution and
importance to the established community character should be reflected and respected in
land use permit processes. (Comp Plan, Values Manifested). The SJCC has been an
important and integral part of the community for decades. This redesignation request
will allow the SJCC to rebuild and reconfigure the SJCC to continue serving the
community with modernized amenities, sustaining the benefits the community knows
and expects from the J. We are hopeful that this request for redesignation is
respectfully considered and approved, so that we can rebuild under the current CO
zoning rules

Commercial Office and PBZ zones must serve the needs of the local population while
remaining compatible with the overall residential character of the community. (Comp
Plan, Land Use Issues, Outside the Town Center). The Commercial Office zone, as
developed in the future by the SJCC, will remain compatible and increase compatibility
with the overall residential character of the community. Anything that is built will
conform to CO standards. Finally, the proposal is adjacent to CO designations and
extends them southward.

Goal 7.1 Preserve the neighborhood character in residential zones. For the purpose of
implementing this element, neighborhood character only refers to the form, bulk, scale,
and intensity of the built environment. (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals). The proposal is
consistent with this goal. The SJCC is a use that requires a gym and a pool the larger
scale of which is inconsistent with the desired scale identified in a single family zoning
designation. Therefore, the designation should be changed, so that the SJCC can
remain in this location.

Goal 7.4 Social and recreation clubs, schools, and religious institutions are
predominantly located in single-family residential areas of the Island. The City may
consider measures within the land use code to address the maintenance, updating, and
renovation of these facilities, while ensuring compatibility with surrounding
neighborhoods. Such facilities contribute to the mental, physical, and spiritual well-
being of Mercer Island residents. Land use decisions should balance the retention of
these facilities with overall community planning and zoning regulations (Comp Plan,
Land Use Goals). The City’s current single family zoning regulations do not allow
variation from the gross square footage limitations currently placed on all structures in
single family zones such that it is not possible for the SJCC to rebuild/remodel in
place.. The only sustainable option to retain the SJCC in this location is to redesignate
to CO. The City has been very aware of this issue for many years now and has declined
to make changes to its single family code that would accommodate the SJCC.



e Goal 7.5 Encourage compatible uses such as education, recreation, open spaces,
government, social services, and religious activities (Comp Plan, Land Use Goals).
This goal of the Comprehensive Plan specifically encourages compatible uses such as
the SJCC, which offers education, recreation, open space, and social services. As such,
the Plan supports the redesignation to CO as the redesignation allows the SJCC to
sustainably remain on the Island within a comp plan designation/zone that supports it.

e (Goal 9.2 Commercial uses and densities near the [-90 / East Mercer Way exit and SE
36" Street are appropriate for that area. All activities in the Commercial Office zone
are subject to design review, and supplemental design guidelines may be adopted. 4!/
SJCC uses are allowable uses in the CO zone. Any development proposal would be
subject to design review.

e (Goal 10.6. Encourage low impact development approaches for managing stormwater
and protecting water quality and habitat. Any new development proposal will comply
with current stormwater codes, which will benefit the environment.

e The commercial office land use designation represents commercial areas within Mercer
Island, located outside of the Town Center, where the land use will be predominantly
commercial office. Complementary land uses (e.g., healthcare uses, schools, places of
worship, etc.) are also generally supported within this land use designation. The SJCC
fits within the description of this designation.

e Transportation Goal 6.1: Ensure compatibility between transportation facilities and
services and adjacent land uses, evaluating aspects such as: potential impacts of
transportation on adjacent land use; potential impacts of land development and
activities on transportation facilities and services; and need for buffering and/or
landscaping alongside transportation facilities. While the designation of the property
will change, the use will not change. The project-specific transportation review for the
SJCC project will analyze at a project-level transportation impacts, including
concurrency review, that may be mitigated via trip reduction and physical
improvements.

e Transportation Goal 9.2. Address parking overflow impacts on neighborhoods caused
by major traffic generators such as schools, businesses, parks, and multifamily
developments. The change to CO will allow the SJCC to better address parking issues.
As an existing nonconforming building/site, the SJCC cannot change its footprint
without triggering full compliance with the code, which would require compliance with
the gross floor area limitations intended for single family homes which the SJCC
cannot meet. As a result, the SJCC cannot address any existing parking issues. At the
time of its development proposal submittal, the SJCC would be required to comply with
applicable parking requirements, which will address any potential parking issues.

Finally, the proposal complies with the following provisions of MICC 19.15.230.F.1:

a. There exists obvious technical error in the information contained in the
comprehensive plan; or N/A; this is not a technical error. While we believe it is an
error to include a non-single family use in a single family designation, when the
City’s zoning standards severely restrict the existing nonconformities, this is not
correcting a technical error.



b. The amendment addresses changing circumstances of the city as a whole. Yes.
The amendment is necessary due to the change in the single family zoning
requirements that were passed in 2017. In 2017, the City limited the amount of gross
floor area and impervious surface that could be built in all single family zones,
without including an exception for rebuilds, expansions, and remodels of institutional
uses like the SJCC. The City subsequently interpreted its code to limit permitted
variances in single family zones. Thus, the SJCC - and many other vital community
organizations on MI - are stranded in a zone that does not allow for the necessary
rebuilding/remodeling to be present on the Island for another 50 years. The SJCC is
therefore asking for the redesignation to CO to correct this issue so that it can be
permitted to move forward with an appropriate redevelopment plan. These code
changes have created a changed circumstance that applies to the city as a whole.

MICC 19.15.230.F.2

F.2. If the amendment is directed at a specific property, the following additional findings
shall be determined: Yes. The proposal is compliant with 19.15.230.F.2:

a. The amendment is compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern;
Yes. The SJCC has been on this property for over 55 years and the existing use is inherently
compatible with the adjacent land use and development pattern; the SJCC is part of the
existing land use and development pattern. There is no change proposed to the underlying use
of the property. In addition, the proposal would simply extend the CO zone from the south to
encompass the SJCC property. The adjacent designations (SF, B, CO, potentially PI) would
not be impacted by the redesignation. Any future development proposal would be reviewed
under the CO zone standards and would be subject to SEPA and development-level review at
that time.

b. The property is suitable for development in conformance with the standards under the
potential zoning; and Yes. The SJCC is an allowed use in the CO zone. The CO standards
are suitable for any future rebuild or remodeling of the SJCC.

¢. The amendment will benefit the community as a whole and will not adversely affect
community facilities or the public health, safety, and general welfare. Yes. The
amendment allows the SJCC to remain on the Island in its current location, as it has existed
for the last 55+ years. As stated throughout this document, the SJCC is a very clear public
benefit for the Island, with the largest early childhood school on the Island, the largest
provider of swim lessons on the Island, and the fifth largest employer on the Island. The SJCC
provides a place for people of all ages. It is committed to affordability and accessibility. It
provides an antidote to the current loneliness epidemic. The redesignation to CO allows the
SJCC to sustainably rebuild/remodel in place, which benefits all who ever use, or will use, the
SJCC. The loss of the SJCC would be devastating to a large amount of people on Mercer
Island and disrupt daily family activity. Aligning the designation of the property to the actual
use, thereby facilitating a thriving use from a land use perspective, will have a positive, not
adverse, effect on the public health, safety and welfare.



3. Compliance with the Growth Management Act, chapter 36.70A.

Yes. The proposal is consistent with GMA, in particular the internal consistency requirement
stated in RCW 36.70A.020. See above for additional information.

4. Compliance with the Countywide Planning Policies.
Yes. Please see above for the consistent CPPs.
5. Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan and City Policies.

Yes. Please see above for consistency.



Exhibit A Comp Plan Change Map
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transpo '

WHAT TRANSPORTATION CAN BE.

MEMORANDUM

Date: February 10, 2026 TG: 1.25486.00
To: Molly McGuire — City of Mercer Island

From: Dan McKinney Jr. and Kassi Leingang, PE — Transpo Group

cc: Amy Lavin - SICC

Subject: 3801 E Mercer Way Rezone Potential Trip Generation Review

The following memorandum responds to the comment received from the City of Mercer Island
dated January 20, 2026 regarding the requested rezone to Commercial Office (CO) Zone of 3801
E Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040 (see location in Figure 1).! The City’s comment and
response are provided below.
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Figure 1: Requested Rezone

Rezone Comment 1:

Traffic impacts should be analyzed for the change in allowed uses as a result of the proposed
rezone. While City staff understand that the property is not anticipating a change in use in the
foreseeable future, the rezone could result in future traffic impacts from the highest intensity use
that could be allowed. Please provide a memorandum or report from a qualified professional

' RZN25-002; CPA25-002; SEP25-021 Review Letter 1

12131 113th Avenue NE, Suite 203, Kirkland, WA 98034 | 425.821.3665 | (ranspo



to speak to the traffic impacts that would result from the proposed changes to the allowed
uses. Consider comparing the trip generation for the highest possible generating uses and
the existing use from the ITE Manual.

Response:

The trip generation for the existing/proposed use and allowed use in the CO zone(area as
illustrated in Figure 1) was estimated based on trip rates using the Institute of Transportation
Engineers (ITE) Trip Generation Manual (12th Edition, 2025). The existing/proposed use and the
allowed use in the Commercial Office (CO) zone are summarized below. It is our understanding
that no proposed use is requested as part of the rezone application, but the City is requesting
documentation of the highest possible generating use allowed in the CO zone.

Existing - The existing use is the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) totaling 94,723 gross
square feet (gsf). ITE’s Recreational Community Center (495) was assumed for the existing use
based on review of the land use description as well as validation through existing driveway counts.
The detailed trip generation for the existing use is provided in Attachment A.

Allowed use in the CO zone? — In the CO zone, the site could accommodate a 134,087 sf building
footprint (35%) with 3 stories for a total of 402,261 gsf. The trip generation of the allowable uses in
the CO zone for that size of development were evaluated . This included consideration of the
following ITE land uses:

e Government Office Building (730)

» Research and Development Center (760)

*  General Office Building (710)

»  Church (560)

* Medical-Dental Office Building - Stand-Alone (720)

e Hospital (610)

Note that the size of the potential building was outside of the extremes of the Government Office
Building and Medical-Dental Office Building - Stand-Alone buildings so those potential land uses
were eliminated. Of the remaining land uses above, the highest generating land use was the
General Office Building, and so was assumed for the comparison of traffic impacts with the
requested rezone. The detailed trip generation for the potential uses reviewed is provided in
Attachment A.

The comparison of trip generation for the existing use and the highest possible generating use is
summarized in the table below.

Table 1. Weekday PM Peak Hour Trip Generation Comparison

Weekday PM Peak Hour Trips

Condition Land Use' Size In Out Total
Existing Recreational Community Center (495) 94,723 gsf 132 142 274
Allowed in CO Zone General Office Building (710) 402,261 gsf 69 360 429

Note: gsf = gross square-feet
1. Trips rates from ITE Trip Generation Manual, 12th Edition.

2 The allowed uses in the CO zone are found at MICC 19.04.020.
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Attachment A: Detailed Trip Generation



Potential Use
Primary Trips
Land Use Setting Size Units Model Equation Rate Inbound % Inbound Outbound  Total

1|Government Office Building (730) 402,261 sf

PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Equation (log) Ln(T) = 0.97 Ln(X) + 0.62 - 25% 156 469 625 building size outside of data range
2]Research and Development Center (760) 402,261 sf

PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Rate - 0.45 25% 45 136 181
3]General Office Building (710) 402,261 sf

PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Equation (lin) T=0.99(X) +31.14 - 16% 69 360 429
4|Church (560) 402,261 sf

PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Equation (lin) T=0.37(X) +2.59 - 41% 62 89 151
5]Medical-Dental Office Building - Stand-Alone (720) 402,261 sf

PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Rate - 3.42 30% 413 963 1,376 building size outside of data range
6[Hospital (610) 402,261 sf

PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Rate - 0.86 34% 118 228 346

Notes:

1. Trip rates based on Institute of Transportation Engineers' (ITE) Trip Generation Manual (12th Edition) equation and average trip rates as shown above.



Existing Use

=y

Gross Trips Primary Trips
Land Use Setting Size Units Model Equation Rate Inbound % | Inbound Outbound Subtotal | Inbound Outbound  Total
Recreational Community Center (495) 94,723 sf
PM Peak Hour General Urban/Suburban Rate - 2.89 48% 132 142 274 132 142 274
[Observations - PM 94,723 sf 121 124 245]

Notes:

1. Trip rates based on Institute of Transportation Engineers' (ITE) Trip Generation Manual (12th Edition) equation and average trip rates as shown above.



COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

206.275.7605
www.mercerisland.gov/cpd

January 6, 2026

Stroum Jewish Community Center
Attn: Amy Lavin

3801 East Mercer Way

Mercer Island, WA 98040

Via: Email

RE: RZN25-002; CPA25-002; SEP25-021 Determination of Complete Application; 3801 E
Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040

The City of Mercer Island received applications for a(n) Reclassification of Property
(Rezone), Comprehensive Plan Amendment, and SEPA Threshold Determination for
the subject property on December 11, 2025. The City has assigned file number RZN25-002
to the Rezone application, CPA25-002 to the Comprehensive Plan Amendment
application, and SEP25-021 to the SEPA Threshold Determination application. Following
review of the application, City staff has determined that the application is procedurally
complete and has established a vesting date of January 6, 2026.

Formal review of the application will now begin in compliance with Mercer Island City
Code, Chapter 19. As review progresses, additional documentation will most likely be
requested. Pursuant to Mercer Island City Code 19.15.110(B), if the applicant fails to provide
the required information within 60 days from the date of any request for information, the
application shall lapse, and become null and void.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/V)o%ﬁ//wc e

Molly McGuire, Senior Planner
(206) 275-7712 | molly.mcguire@mercerisland.gov
City of Mercer Island Community Planning and Development

9611 SE 36th Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040 / (206) 275-7600 / www.mercerisland.gov
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SJCC Zoning Map (CPA25-002)

© City of Mercer Island
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CPA25-002 PROPOSED LAND USE
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EX009

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

206.275.7605
www.mercerisland.gov/cpd

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - RESCHEDULED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Mercer Island Planning Commission open record
public hearing previously scheduled for July 8, 2026 has been RESCHEDULED for August 5, 2026
at approximately 6:00PM for the project described below:

File No. CPA25-002

Permit Type: N/A; Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Description of A request for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment to amend the Land Use

Request: Map for King County Parcel Nos. 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and a
portion of 2655500115 from Single-Family Residential to Commercial Office
(C-0).

Applicant/Owner: Amy Lavin (Stroum Jewish Community Center) / Stroum Jewish Community
Center (SJCQ)

Location: 3801 E Mercer Way, 9824 SE 40th St, 3975 99th Ave SE, and 3795 E Mercer
Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040; identified by King County Assessor’'s Parcel
Numbers: 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and 2655500115

A vicinity map is available at https://mieplan.mercergov.org/public/CPA25-
002

SEPA Compliance: Following review of the submitted State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
checklist, an initial evaluation of the proposed project for probably significant adverse
environmental impacts has been conducted. The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-
Significance (DNS) for this project under File No. SEP25-021 on June 22, 2026 with a 14-day
comment period ending on July 6, 2026. The DNS process, as specified in Washington
Administrative Code (WAC) 197-11-340, is being used. This may be your only opportunity to
comment on the environmental impacts of the proposal. The proposal may include mitigation
measures under applicable codes, and the project review process may incorporate or require
mitigation measures regardless of whether an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is
prepared. A copy of the threshold determination for this specific project may be obtained upon
request.

Project https://mieplan.mercergov.org/public/CPA25-002
Documents:

Use the camera on your smartphone to scan the QR code
and easily access the project documents.

Environmental Copies of all studies and/or environmental documents are
Documents: available through the above project documents link.

Written Comments: Only those persons who submit written commments or testify at the open
record hearing will be parties of record; and only parties of record will receive a notice of
decision and have the right to appeal. Written comments may be submitted to the City of
Mercer Island either by email to molly.mcguire@mercerisland.gov or by mail to the City of
Mercer Island, 9611 SE 36th Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040-3732.

Page1of2
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Public Hearing/Meeting: Pursuant to Mercer Island City Code (MICC) 19.15.030, public hearings
are required for Type IV land use reviews.

A public hearing for CPA25-002 is scheduled before the Planning Commission on August 5, 2026
at approximately 6:00PM at the Mercer Island Community and Events Center (8263 SE 24th St,
Mercer Island, WA 98040).

The Planning Commission public hearing is accessible in person and using Zoom. The public will
have the opportunity to comment during the public hearing by either attending in person, calling
in, or logging onto the meeting via Zoom. Written comments may be submitted to the City of
Mercer Island by e-mail to cityclerk@mercerisland.gov until such time that the public hearing is
adjourned.

Detailed instructions on how to comment live during the public hearing will be available online
on or before July 31, 2026, at https://www.mercerisland.gov/bc-pc

Americans with disabilities accommodations are available by calling (206) 275-7791.

Applicable Development Regulations: Review procedures for comprehensive plan
amendments are contained in MICC 19.15.260.

Other Associated Permits: Permit No(s): RZN25-002; SEP25-021

This Comprehensive Plan Amendment is accompanied by an application for a reclassification of
property (rezone) which follows a separate review process and will be duly noticed as the project
moves forward.

Project Contact:  Molly McGuire, Senior Planner  molly.mcguire@mercerisland.gov
(206) 275-7712

Page 2 of 2
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Classified Proof

Client 91534 - City of Mercer Island- LEGALS Phone (206) 275-7600
Address 9611 SE 36th Street E-Mail Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov

Mercer Island, WA, 98040 Fax (206) 275-7663
e
Order# 1031571 Requested By DEB ESTRADA Order Price $238.80
Classification 3030 - Legal Notices PO # NOPH CPA25-002 Tax 1 $0.00
Start Date 06/03/2026 Created By 0917 Tax 2 $0.00
End Date 06/03/2026 Crestion Date  05/27/2026, 03:48:56 pm Total Net $238.80
Run Dates 1 Payment $0.00

Publication(s) Mercer Island Reporter

Sales Rep 9470 - Jennifer Tribbett Phone (360) 802-8212
E-Mail jtribbett@courierherald.com
Fax

Proofed by Jennifer Tribbett, 05/27/2026 03:49:45 pm Page: 1
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CITY OF MERCER IS-
LAND - NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
CPA25-002 — Public
Hearing July 8, 2026
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that the Mercer
Island Planning Com-
mission will hold a public
hearing at its regular
meeting on Wednesday,
July 8, 2026 at approxi-
mately 6:00PM at the
Mercer Island Commu-

nity and Events Center:
File No(s).: CPA25-002
Permit Type: Compre-
hensive Plan Amend-
ment

Description of Amend-
ment(s): A request for a
Comprehensive Plan
Amendment to amend
the Land Use Map for
King County Parcel Nos.
2655500137,
2655500136,
2655500132, and a por-
tion of 2655500115 from
Single-Family Residen-
tial to Commercial Office
(C-0).
Applicant/Owner: Amy
Lavin (Stroum Jewish
Community Center) /
Stroum Jewish Commu-
nity Center (SJCC)
Location: 3801 E Mer-
cer Way, 9824 SE 40th
St, 3975 99th Ave SE,
and 3795 E Mercer Way,
Mercer Island, WA
98040; identified by King
County Assessor's Par-

cel Numbers:
2655500137,
2655500136,
2655500132, and
2655500115

A vicinity map is
available at https://mie-
plan.mercergov.org/pub-
lic/CPA25-002

Project Documents:
https://mieplan.mercer-
gov.org/pub-
lic/CPA25-002

SEPA Compliance: Fol-

Page: 2
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lowing review of the sub-
mitted State Environ-
mental Policy Act
(SEPA) checklist, an
initial evaluation of the
proposed project for
probably significant ad-
verse environmental im-
pacts has been conduct-
ed. The City expects to
issue a SEPA Determi-
nation of Non-Signifi-
cance (DNS) for this pro-
ject. The DNS process,
as specified in Washing-
ton Administrative Code
(WAC) 197-11-340, is
being used. A SEPA De-
termination will be is-
sued on or before June
22, 2026 followed by a
14-day comment period.
This may be your only
opportunity to comment
on the environmental im-
pacts of the proposal.
The proposal may in-
clude mitigation meas-
ures under applicable
codes, and the project
review process may in-
corporate or require miti-
gation measures regard-
less of whether an
Environmental  Impact
Statement (EIS) is pre-
pared. A copy of the
subsequent  threshold
determination for this
specific project may be
obtained upon request.
Written Comments:
This may be the only op-
portunity to comment on
this proposal. Written
comments on this propo-
sal may be submitted to
the City of Mercer Island
either by email, in per-
son, or by mail to the
City of Mercer Island,
9611 SE 36th Street,
Mercer Island, WA
98040-3732. Anyone
may comment on the ap-
plication, receive notice,
and request a copy of
the decision once made.
Only those persons who
submit written comments
or participate at the pub-
lic hearing (if a hearing
is required) will be par-
ties of record; and only
parties of record will
have the right to appeal.
Public Hearing: A pub-
lic hearing for
CPA25-002 is scheduled
before the Planning
Commission on
Wednesday, July 8,
2026 at approximately
6:00PM at the Mercer Is-
land Community and
Events Center (8263 SE
24th St, Mercer Island,
WA 98040).

The Planning Commis-
sion public hearing is ac-
cessible in person and
using Zoom. The public
will have the opportunity
to comment during the
public hearing by either
attending in person, call-
ing in, or logging onto
the meeting via Zoom.
Written comments may
be submitted to the City
of Mercer Island by e-
mail to cityclerk@merce-
risland.gov until such

Page: 3
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time that the public hear-
ing is adjourned.
Detailed instructions on
how to comment live
during the public hearing
will be available online
on or before July 3,
2026, at
https://www.merceris-
land.gov/bc-pc
Americans with
disabilities accommoda-
tions are available by
calling (206) 275-7791.
Applicable Develop-
ment Regulations: Re-
view procedures for
comprehensive plan
amendments are con-
tained in MICC
19.15.260.

Other Associated Per-
mits: Permit  No(s):
RZN25-002; SEP25-021
Application  Process
Information: Published
in Newspaper: June 3,
2026; Weekly Permit
Bulletin Notice: June 1,
2026; Date Mailed: June
1, 2026; Comprehensive
Plan Amendment
(CPA26-001) Comment
Period Ends: Close of
Public Hearing on July
8, 2026.

Project Contact: Molly
McGuire, Senior Planner
| molly.mcguire@merce-
risland.gov | (206) 275-
772

Deborah Estrada, MMC
Deputy City Clerk
Published in the Mercer
Island Reporter: June 3,
2026

MIR1031571

6/3/26

Page: 4



EX11.001

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Wednesday, July 1, 2026 9:15 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA 25-002

Comment related to the SJCC site specific rezone. Please save to the record and add Mr. Tydings as a party of
record.

Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Rick Tydings <rtydings@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, June 28, 2026 9:42 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA 25-002

As a former homeowner that lived next to the JCC for 22 years and was forced out by the congestion, I’m totally
opposed to their efforts of any zoning changes. Please keep me posted on the hearings.
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.002

Molly McGuire

From: John O'Rourke <johnsorourke@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 5, 2026 9:31 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Cc: John O'Rourke; Casey O'Rourke

Subject: Written comments regarding CPA25-002

To Molly McGuire, Senior Planner for the City of Mercer Island. Please reply to this email to confirm your receipt.

My wife and | have lived on Mercer Island since 2007 in the Mercerwood neighborhood near the SICC. We raised
our daughter here, taught her to ride a bike on the low-traffic neighborhood roads, and appreciate the deer and
other wildlife that live in the forest in the ravine bordering the SJCC and north of SE 40" Street. We’ve created an
intentional community with our neighbors hosting National Night Out events, holiday gatherings, and supporting
our kids with Girl Scout cookie sales, impromptu games of baseball in the cul-de-sac, and walk and talks with
nearby families.

We are writing as a concerned neighbor regarding CPA25-002 - the Comprehensive Plan Amendment. We
support the SJICC and recognize its value to Mercer Island. However, our concern, and reason for this note, is not
with the SJCC itself but with the permanent zoning and Comprehensive Plan changes being requested.

There is already a lot of change that has happened near the SJICC since we first moved here, and more is currently
underway. Traffic during the day for the SJCC combined with peak school hours for the French American School of
Puget Sound has gotten to a point where it’s dangerous to cars, bicycles, and pedestrians as harried parents rush
to pickup or dropoff their kids and patrons come in and out of the JCC. During holidays and events at the Temple,
parking along East Mercer Way and up SE 40™ Street is such that cars line both sides of the street, and since there
are no sidewalks, pedestrians dangerously walk into the lanes of oncoming traffic. The infrastructure in this area is
simply not ready for increased traffic, tenants, etc. It is a primarily residential area, and should remain that way.

As we read through the documents available at: https://permitbulletin.mercerisland.gov/public/CPA25-002/, this
application is being presented as a way to align the zoning with the SICC's existing use. However, the City of
Mercer Island (the “City” henceforth) is not being asked to approve the site as it exists today. The City is being
asked to change the property from residential to Commercial Office zoning, creating new development rights that
would remain with the property long into the future.

What concerns us most is that no specific redevelopment proposal is being reviewed at this time. The application
repeatedly states that there will be little or no impact because this is a "nonproject" action. Yet without a project
proposal, neither the City nor neighboring residents can fully evaluate future traffic, parking, noise, lighting,
building scale, or other impacts that could result from the broader Commercial Office zoning being requested.

Mercer Island's Comprehensive Plan emphasizes protecting neighborhood character while balancing the needs of
community institutions. We do not believe the record currently demonstrates that this balance has been achieved.
The fact that the existing zoning may make future redevelopment difficult is not, by itself, a sufficient reason to
redesignate residential land to a commercial classification.



Before making a permanent change to the Comprehensive Plan and zoning map, the City should require a clearer
understanding of the future impacts that could result and demonstrate that the proposal is fully consistent with
the City's long-standing commitment to protecting residential neighborhoods. These findings should be
proactively distributed with ample time for review, conversation and discussion, and not scheduled near a major
holiday or over the summer when so many travel.

For these reasons and so many more, we respectfully request that the City deny the application as currently
proposed, and require substantially more analysis, community, and availability of specific plans for development
before amending the Comprehensive Plan.

Thank you for your consideration.
John and Kathleen O’Rourke

4043 97" Ave SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.003

Mollx McGuire

From: Teresa Hall <teresajkhall@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2026 3:16 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: Fwd: Future of Mercer Island

-------- Original Message --------

Subject: Future of Mercer Island

From: Teresa Hall <teresajkhall@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 6, 2026, 9:06 AM

To: molly.mcquire@mercerisland.gov

CC: Teresa Hall <teresajkhall@gmail.com>,Wally Hall <wallyhallnd68 @gmail.com>

Having lived on Mercer Island for more than forty years in the Mercerwood neighborhood near the SICC, we have
watched our community evolve while retaining the residential character that makes it such a special place to live.
Itis in that spirit that we are writing regarding CPA25-002.

First, we want to emphasize that we value the SICC and the many ways it serves island residents. The issue before
the City is not whether the SJICC is an important community asset. It clearly is. Our concern is with the long-term
implications of the zoning and Comprehensive Plan changes being requested.

After reviewing the application materials available through the City's permit bulletin, it appears that the request is
being framed as simply bringing the property's zoning into alignment with its current use. However, the decision
before the City goes much further than recognizing what exists today. It would permanently redesignate
residentially designated property to Commercial Office, creating future development opportunities and rights that
would remain in place indefinitely.

What gives us pause is that there is no actual redevelopment proposal for the City or neighboring residents to
review. We are being asked to evaluate a permanent change in land use policy without knowing what a future
project might look like or how it might affect the surrounding neighborhood. Questions about traffic, parking,
building scale, noise, lighting, and neighborhood compatibility are largely being deferred to some future date.
Once the zoning change is approved, however, the community will no longer have the opportunity to weigh in on
whether that broader land use designation is appropriate for this location.

The Mercer Island Comprehensive Plan has long recognized the importance of both community institutions and
stable residential neighborhoods. In our view, this application has not yet demonstrated how those competing
interests are being balanced. The fact that existing zoning may constrain future redevelopment does not
necessarily mean that residentially designated land should be converted to a commercial designation.

For that reason, we believe the City should proceed carefully and require a much clearer understanding of the
practical impacts and long-term consequences of this proposal before making a permanent amendment to the
Comprehensive Plan and zoning map.

We respectfully ask that the City deny the application as currently proposed, or alternatively require additional
analysis and community review before taking further action.



Thank you for your time and consideration. Please reply to this mail so that we know you have received this and our
comments are registered.

Wally and Teresa Hall
4242 East Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.004

Molly McGuire

From: Molly McGuire

Sent: Thursday, July 9, 2026 9:10 AM

To: ‘Blake Zhang'

Cc: Customer Service Mailbox; Andrea Larson

Subject: RE: CPA25-002 (Stroum Jewish Community Center) hearing
Hi Blake,

Thank you for reaching out regarding the SICC’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment project. | wanted to take a
moment to answer your questions regarding the application process, but you can also find all of this information,
and more, published on the City’s Let’s Talk page: Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map
Amendment and Rezone Project | Let's Talk Mercer Island

A decision has not been made on this proposal. The notice you received was to notify neighbors that a public
hearing will be taking place with the Planning Commission on August 5, 2026. At this public hearing, the Planning
Commission will be making a recommendation for approval or denial to the City Council based on the criteria for a
Comprehensive Plan Amendment in MICC 19.15.230(F).

Sincerely,

Molly McGuire

Senior Planner

City of Mercer Island - Community Planning & Development
206-275-7712 | www.mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW).

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City service
hours of operation.

From: Blake Zhang <bzblake347 @gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 8, 2026 8:13 PM

To: Customer Service Mailbox <customerservice@mercerisland.gov>; Molly McGuire
<molly.mcguire@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Re: CPA25-002 (Stroum Jewish Community Center) hearing

I would want to understand whether these have been conducted / considered:
traffic study, event parking plan, no overflow parking on nearby residential streets, lighting directed away

from homes, strong landscape screening on E Mercer Way, limits on outdoor amplified sound, and
disclosure of max building height facing E Mercer way.

On Wed, Jul 8, 2026 at 8:07 PM Blake Zhang <bzblake347@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear city of Ml,

| got a letter in the mail about the public hearing for this project at Stroum Jewish Community Center.

1



It doesn’t say in the letter but has this been fully approved? | live right across the street from JCC so this
has the biggest impact on me. Thanks.

Blake Zhang
612-859-1233 | blake.x.zhang@gmail.com




EX11.005

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 9:07 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Anthony Bastone <abastone@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 9:15 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Dear City Clerk,

As aresident of Mercer Island, | am writing to formally object to the proposed rezoning of the JCC
property to Commercial Office. | believe this change sets a concerning precedent that deviates from
Mercer Island's stated goal of maintaining its character as a premier residential community.

| also wish to express my objection to the timing of the hearing. Scheduling this discussion during the
summer, when many residents are on vacation or preparing for the upcoming school year, limits the
community's ability to participate effectively in the process.

Thank you for considering my concerns.

Best regards,
Anthony Bastone



EX11.006

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 3:39 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002
Hi Molly,

The below comment was submitted for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: shang xinli <shangxinli@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 3:37 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, I object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible precedent and moves
Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. I further object to the hearing to consider the proposal
being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school



EX11.007

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 12:57 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Thank you!

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Jessica Prince <jgprince@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 12:46 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Thank you!

Finally..the hearing for the JCC rezone — so long overdue! Thank you for finally scheduling the hearing for August 5. So
many residents are eager for this to pass to improve both the JCC AND traffic around the area. It's going to be awesome
once the J can make their improvements that will benefit the entire community and local residents and their members.
And have the building zoned properly for what it is.

Jessica Prince
3940 96™ Ave.



EX11.008

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 9:10 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Sydney Tomlinson <sydneyraetomlinson@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 8:35 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As aresident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to commercial office. This sets a terrible
precedent and moves Mercer island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community, we did not
move her to live in a commercial setting or downtown. This is a residential area and we have already been affected
by the lack of planning by the JCC. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when
residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school this seems like a very calculated move on the
JCCs part.



EX11.009

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2026 9:07 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Opposition to CPA25-002

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: 46_oat_parkway@icloud.com <46_oat_parkway@icloud.com>
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2026 7:43 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Opposition to CPA25-002

Hello,

As aresident who lives very near the JCC, | oppose the proposed rezone to commercial office. | much prefer the
area to stay residential like it is when my wife and | moved here 6 years ago. | also support rescheduling the hearing
to the autumn when residents are more able to attend.

Thanks!

Tyler



EX11.010

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 12:20 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Erin K Randall <erin.randall.v2@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 12:01 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Hello

"As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible precedent
and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. | further object to the
hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to
school.”

Regards,



EX11.011

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 4:28 PM
To: Molly McGuire
Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Sven Kratz <svenkratz@fastmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 4:27 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, | am writing to object to the proposed rezone of the JCC property (CPA25-002) from
residential to Commercial Office. A change of this kind sets a troubling precedent and moves the Island away from
its stated goal of remaining a premier residential community.

My concern is heightened by the fact that the JCC appears to have unresolved code compliance issues on the two
residential lots it purchased last year — including summer camp activities and overheight fencing that fall outside
what residential zoning permits. It seems premature to expand the property's allowed uses through a rezone while
existing residential conditions are not being met. Full compliance with the current zoning and the original
Conditional Use Permit should be established before any rezone is even considered.

| also object to scheduling the hearing in the middle of summer, when many residents are traveling or preparing for
the start of the school year and are far less able to follow or participate. Please reschedule this matter for a time
when the community can meaningfully weigh in.

Thank you for your consideration.

- Sven Kratz



EX11.012

Molly McGuire

From: Alison Van Gorp

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 4:19 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Subject.  Success

From: Albert Angel <aangels@aol.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 7:50 PM

To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Subject: Subject. Success

Please allow the sjcc to grow and thrive and zone as they request

| grew up atthe ). My 4 children grew up at the J

And now my grandchildren are at the J

Invaluable resource for children adults and now as | am experiencing seniors
Thank you Albert

Sent from the all new AOL app foriOS




EX11.013

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:50 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: JCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: A W MCGOUGAN <ampm38@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 2:59 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: JCC

We have lived on the Island for over 50 years. This is residential area and not for Commercial
purposes. It could add more traffic, that we already have too much of. Also the hearing should be at
a time when people will be home from vacations not during the summer months.

Thank you
Art & Pat McGougan



EX11.014

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:48 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Brooke Pariser <brookepariser@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 8:12 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp
<alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council
<council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

| attended preschool and summer camp at the JCC and both of my children have done the same. My entire family
grew up at the JCC and nothing has changed at all in that time and it desperately needs a lot of improvements to be
able to sustain the future generations as the current building is falling apart.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Brooke Pariser

Mercer Island Resident for 36 years
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.015

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 9:23 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Please support changing the designation of the SJICC property

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Deb Arnold <debarnold01@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 8:32 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Please support changing the designation of the SICC property

Dear Mercer Island leaders,

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC
property from single family to commercial.

As a member of the greater Seattle Jewish community, | have attended countless cultural events at the J
over the years, including yearly attendance at the Seattle Jewish Film Festival. The J has been one of the
vital organs of our community for over 55 years. We need it to survive and thrive.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue
to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your attention in this matter.
Sincerely,

Deb Arnold

Deb Arnold
debarnold01@gmail.com
+1 206-734-9899




EX11.016

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:47 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: magdalen hwang <magdalenhwang@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 8:55 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

We object to the proposal to rezone the JCC property to Commercial Office.

Our home is one of the closest residences to the JCC, and its existing operations have already had a
significant impact on our daily lives. These impacts include increased traffic, noise from the summer
camp, and congestion during special events. On those occasions, visitors often park wherever they
can, including along the shoulder of East Mercer Way, creating safety hazards for pedestrians and
cyclists.

We also object to holding the public hearing during the summer, when many residents are away on
vacation or occupied with preparations for the upcoming school year. Scheduling the hearing at this
time limits meaningful public participation in a decision that will have a lasting impact on the
surrounding neighborhood.

Thank you for your consideration.

Henry & Magdalen Hwang

9765 SE 40TH ST
MERCER ISLAND



EX11.017

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 12:36 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Michele Murburg <mmurburg@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 8:53 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As the 40 plus year owner of a home on Shoreclub Drive, and the mother of two offspring who attended preschool
and after school and summer camps at the JCC, | am very supportive of the organization overall.

However, this proposed rezoning of the JCC to commercial/office is a terrible idea. First of all, traffic is already
extremely bad in that area, particularly when the JCC and/or French School are ending their school, camp or
daycare days or having special events. | recently sat for nearly 10 minutes in traffic, trying to get off of westbound |
90 because of the traffic going into and out of the JCC. This intolerable traffic situation would worsen even further if
rezoning is allowed.

Furthermore, due to the JCC preschool, and the French school, there are many children crossing east Mercer Way
in front of the JCC at multiple times during each day, even into dark hours in winter. These kids would be further
endangered by a situation that could engender even more traffic than is already present. Sadly, not everyone drives
carefully or attentively and | have personally withessed near misses when kids moved unexpectedly while trying to
Cross.

Commercial use areas are not needed in this part of Mercer Island, more office space is most certainly not needed
in our region overall, and commercial zoning would detract from the residential quality of life for property owners in
this area of Mercer Island.

Who would compensate the residents of this area of town for the likely loss of peace and quiet; increased traffic,
noise, air pollution, and pedestrian hazards, and overall lessened quality of life there if the zoning of the JCC to
commercial/office is approved? Would the JCC be willing to provide such compensation? | suspect not, and even
if they were, money could not adequately compensate for the loss of quality of life.

The very idea of rezoning to commercial/office seems quite unnecessary and most undesirable.

There is in fact already plenty of underutilized commercial space in downtown Mercer Island and in the south end,
where commercial zoning is already permitted, and there is already massive underutilization of both retail and
office space in both Bellevue and Seattle. There is absolutely no need to extend commercial/office zoning to the
JCC based on any sort of reasonable community needs. There isn’t even a bus stop near the JCC any longer, much
less a train stop, to justify even a coffee kiosk.

Exactly whose interests would be served here by approving a zoning change? It is certainly not good for either the
children who attend the JCC, or for the residential neighbors who live around the JCC who already have to battle
annoying and often dangerous traffic and attendant air pollution and noise caused by the already existing activities
at the JCC.



Commercial rezoning extension anywhere on the island is certainly not good for the purpose of maintaining the
near pristine environment of Mercer Island, an ecologically vulnerable area which, if well managed, can withstand
being a primarily residential community but not a center of commerce. The community’s commercially zoned
areas already in existence provide for the needs of Mercer Island citizens more than adequately.

Moreover, the hearing on this proposal should be held at a time when citizens of Mercer Island are likely to be on
island, available, and able to voice their opinions on this matter. It appears highly manipulative on someone’s part
to schedule such an important and impactful meeting at times when the community cannot participate to a
maximum degree.

| don’t know with whom this bad idea originated, but | am firmly opposed to it.

Thank you for what | hope will be a careful and thoughtful decision to deny this change in zoning.

M. Michele Murburg MD



EX11.018

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:48 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: JCC rezoning

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Michael Adler <madler1988@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 7:38 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: JCC rezoning

Hi, 1 am writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJICC property from single family to commercial. My family moved to the
Seattle area in 2006 and have been JCC members since then for 20 and have benefitted from the
excellent programs and services made available to the community there. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Best,

Mike Adler



EX11.019

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 12:36 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public Hearding for CPA25-002

From: Mike Post <mpost23@outlook.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2026 6:38 PM
To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public Hearding for CPA25-002

Hello

| have questions about the rezoning petition for the JCC.

What is it that they want to do, that they can't do under the current zoning?

| don't want to wake up one morning to see new commercial offices or a bigger school being built on the
current site.

The JCC is great, | have no problem with the JCC.

| am not as happy with the French American School.

Isn't that operated on JCC property with JCC cooperation?

It's the traffic that is the problem.

| live at 9974 SE 39t St just off Eat Mercer Way and only a couple blocks from the entrance to the JCC and the
school.

In the mornings and afternoons, | am afraid to walk north along East Mercer at the JCC entrance because of
the high traffic volume.

People are coming from both north and south and equal numbers are exiting.

I've seen many near misses between through traffic and turning and exiting traffic.

It doesn't really get better in the summer because of summer camps.

Anyway, | agree with the folks who say that the public hearing should be in October when more island
residents are home.

And | think more people on the south end of the island that use East Mercer Way need to be made aware of
potential traffic impacts.

And as of this minute | don't believe the rezoning should go forward without a lot more detail about the plans
that would need a rezone.

Thanks for listening
Mike Post



EX11.020

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 12:36 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: CPA25-002

From: Narita Ghumman <narita.ghumman@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 12:34 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets
a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential
community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents
are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school.

How do I get more information about the proposed changes and how that will impact my community?
Thank you,

Narita Ghumman
MI resident



EX11.021

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:48 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Rosanne Lapan <rflapan@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 8:39 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

[State why you value the J, and your relationship with the J. For example: I’ve been coming to the J since...; My kids
have attended the J....; My family has used the J....]

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

| am a longtime Mercer Island homeowner. Regards, Rosanne

7 Eden Lane, MI, WA 98040

Rosanne Fleischmann Lapan
Sent from my iPhone: 206-323-3300

Rosanne Fleischmann Lapan
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.022

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:47 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Facilities <facilities@sjcc.org>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 8:52 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.



EX11.023

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:48 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJCC Rezone

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Stephanie Castle <stephaniejb354@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 7:58 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: SICC Rezone

Hello,

I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial. My children both attended the Early Childhood School for
preschool and now attend J Camp in the summers. We are not Jewish but have so loved and appreciated the
warm, caring and inclusive community of staff and members who have welcomed us. The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community in this way — as a community center and school — for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to bless our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years and beyond.

Best wishes,

Stephanie Castle
4706 E Mercer Way

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.024

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:47 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Zivit Shechter Nissim <zivit_s@hotmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2026 9:20 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

| first got to know the SJCC when we moved to the US and were looking for a preschool for our daughter.
We found an amazing preschool but we also found a family at the J - where all our kids grew up (after
school activities, summer camps, swim lessons etc), where we attend events and cultural gatherings,
and where we all regularly exercise and swim.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can

continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Zivit Shechter-Nissim



EX11.025

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:44 AM

To: Molly McGuire; Andrea Larson
Subject: FW: Support the rezone of the JCC

From: Alexis Odell <alexis.odell@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 7:48 AM

To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council
<council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support the rezone of the JCC

As a long time member of the JCC, | urge you to help our Mercer Island community thrive by allowing the
rezoning of the JCC property.

My family has used the JCC daily for the last 17 years. My kids were in preschool there. We work out there
and now my eldest son is a camp counselor for their summer camp. This institution is an important third
place for many Mercer Island residents. We would like to see it evolve to meet the needs of current and
future Mercer Island residents. We believe the rezone will allow this evolution to occur responsibly. And
itis critical to support necessary building and facility updates and remodeling. Please do your part to
help ensure the safety of our JCC community.

Alexis



EX11.026

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 4:32 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Urging revision of the comprehensive plan

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Carla Tobis <cjtobis@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:24 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Urging revision of the comprehensive plan

To members of the Mercer Island Planning Commission,

| will be unable to attend the upcoming Planning Commission meeting in person, yet | am
passionate about the need to modify the Comprehensive plan and land use maps to address the
erroneous designation of the JCC as a single family property.

My name is Carla Greenbaum. I've been a Mercer Island resident for more than 30 years and a
member of the Jewish Community Center for the same length of time. My four children, who are
now adults with their own families and all of whom live on Mercer Island, all attended JCC pre-
school and camps, participated in sports through the JCC and developed lasting relationships. My
five Mercer Island grandchildren are now also active at the JCC. In addition, is my own personnel
connection. |regularly use the pool to swim laps, | attend exercise classes, and interact with
others at events such as celebration of holidays, movies, education. The JCC has been an
essential part of my family's life for decades and has been a key attraction of living on Mercer
Island all these years.

The current designation of the SICC as a single family property is patently incorrect. The JCC has
been a community center - serving the Mercer Island community for more than 50 years. I'm
therefore writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan - and align the zoning
with the reality that the property is a commercial and not-single family residence.

1



This change in the comprehensive plan and land use maps will allow the JCC to continue to add
value to Mercer Island residents for the future.

Thank you for your consideration,

Carla Greenbaum

7411 SE 36th St

Mercer Island, WA 09804
cjtobis@gmail.com




EX11.027

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 4:32 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJCC rezoning

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Fred Tobis <fredtobis@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:40 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: SICC rezoning

To Members of the Mercer Island Planning Commission,

I am writing to urge you to amend the land use maps and Comprehensive Plan to change the erroneous
designation of the JCC from single family property to its real use - a community center that benefits a
significant proportion of Mercer Island residents.

| have been a Mercer Island resident for more than 30 years. We've raised 4 children who currently are all
Mercer Island residents. They all attended JCC preschool, camps, sports, and holiday activities. They
made lasting friendships. It truly has been a community center for them. The next generation is now also
embedded with the JCC - the 5 grandkids enjoy the preschool and facilities. In addition, | make regular
use of the JCC classes, gym, and cultural activities.

Itis time to correct an obvious mischaracterization - the JCC has been a commercial property and
community center for more than 50 years. Please amend the Comprehensive plan to reflect reality and
allow this facility to continue to serve Mercer Island residents and families in the years ahead.

I'm writing to you, because I'm unable to attend the planning meeting in person. Yet, thisissue is
incredibly important to me, my family, and to the greater Mercer Island community Jews and non-Jews
alike. Itis a place to be with neighbors, it is a place that creates the environment that Mercer Island
residents come here for.



Thank you for your attention,
Fredric Tobis

7411 SE 36th St

Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.028

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 4:32 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJCC Designation Change

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Joshua Levin <joshuaelevin@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:26 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: SICC Designation Change

Good day,

| am writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial. My wife, three children ages 10, 7, and 6, and | reside in
Newecastle. Over the years, we have exercised, attended musical concerts, youth services and events, and
enriched our own and our children's lives at the J. My kids took swimming lessons at the SICC, and two
attended preschool there. At no point is the building serving as a single family home and there is no logical
reason it should be designated as such.

The ) has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely yours,
Joshua Levin



EX11.029

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:01 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comments on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: kristirobins@icloud.com <kristirobins@icloud.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 2:50 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

Our family has been coming to the J for over 17 years and both my grown daughters attended the J for pre school.
The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our

community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Best,
Kristi and Chad

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.030

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:00 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support to amend comprehensive plan re: the SICC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Linda Bookey <linda@bookeygroup.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 2:37 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Cc: Linda Bookey <linda@bookeygroup.com>

Subject: Support to amend comprehensive plan re: the SICC

As a long time member of the JCC, I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from single family to
commercial. In 1962, my family moved to Shorewood Apartments from Butte, MT. We belonged
to the J in Seattle before the Ml facility even opened. Having a brand-new building 55 years ago
was exciting, and the community has changed significantly since then. | learned to swim at the J,
went to classes there, attended day camp, and then became a daycamp counselor. My children
went to daycare, camps and learned to swim there. Now as a senior, | take fitness classes there. |
love how the J serves the entire Ml and West Bellevue community.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure
the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years. As a
West Bellevue resident, when | come to the J, | do my food, book and gift shopping on the Island.
The J matters to me and many others as a place for fitness, connection and community.

Thanks,

Linda



Linda Bookey
she/her/hers
linda@bookeygroup.com
425.785.1121




EX11.031

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 12:27 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment for CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Marion Mohler <mgmarion@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, July 17,2026 12:12 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As residents of Mercer Island, we object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible
precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community, We further
object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school.

Thank you. Marion and George Mohler



EX11.032

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 11:32 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: proposed rezoning (CPA25-002)

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: mark meyer <3dotstudio.com@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 11:19 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: re: proposed rezoning (CPA25-002)

As a long-time Mercer Island homeowner & resident, | am very concerned about the proposed rezoning of
the JCC from residential to commercial. Doing so may set a precedent that can affect Ml neighborhoods
in general. For this reason, whether one is pro or con, the proposed upcoming meeting will be especially
important for Ml residents.

Like many, | would like the opportunity to attend and deliberate the proposal, but the timing for this
summer is not convenient for many, including myself. Please consider postponing the meeting date to
October to give everyone the chance to participate.

Thanks,

Mark Meyer
9713 SE 41st St

{{{{{ mrm / 3dotstudio / android X3 }}}}}



EX11.033

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 9:09 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJCC's Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone Request

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Martin Nelson <martysnelson@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 9:02 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: SICC's Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone Request

Good morning. | have been a resident of Mercer Island for 26 years. I'm writing to urge your support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from single family to commercial.

Both of my daughters went to preschool at the SJICC and had fantastic experiences, like countless other lucky children.
The SICC has been serving the Mercer Island community as a community center for over 55 years. It is one of our island's
true gems. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect the reality of it serving as a community
center so it can continue to enhance the quality of life on Mercer Island for many decades more. Thank you.

Martin Nelson



EX11.034

Molly McGuire

From: Alison Van Gorp

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 4:22 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJICC

From: Maureen Leyser <maureen.leyser@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 12:26 PM

To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>
Subject: SICC

I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial. [State your relationship with the J and why you value the J]. The
has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55

Thank you
Maureen Leyser
M

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.035

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 4:33 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Mindy Stern <mindyellenstern@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:50 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

Please lend your support to amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

I’ve lived on the island for 30 years, and the presence of the J is a big part of why | moved here. It’s a vital
part of this community and needs to continue to serve in a capacity that meets modern needs.

Thankyou,

Mindy Stern

4047 96th Ave SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-605-6095



EX11.036

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 10:17 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Paulo <paulo@fassina.me>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 5:41 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As aresident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a
terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential
community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents
are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school.



EX11.037

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 11:01 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJICC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Robin Farrish <robin@gallagherco.net>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 10:44 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: SICC

Hello,

I’m writing to support the rezone for the SJICC. The code change would reflect the actual function of the
space and allow the improvements needed to fully support the community needs.

Thank you for your consideration.

Robin Farrish

Gallagher Co. LLC
robin@gallagherco.net
801-361-7951 cell
206-232-1600 office

Take a look at our latest projects:

Gallagher Co.

https://www.gallagherco.net




EX11.038

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 11:01 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Letter of support: SICC Comprehensive Plan

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Sarah Joshi <sarah.a.joshi@outlook.com>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 10:43 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Letter of support: SJICC Comprehensive Plan

I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial. We are members of the J and our son attends SICC. It's so
important the Jewish community has a place in Seattle to be safe and thrive - there's no other places like it
left. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve
our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sarah Joshi



EX11.039

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 3:02 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: JCC Permit - Public Hearing

Comments on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Thuy Christina Seafort <tseafort@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 2:42 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: JCC Permit - Public Hearing

Hello, | recently learned about the JCC seeking to rezone their property to a commercial office. lam a
resident of Mercer Island and have owned several homes on the island. | currently own and reside in a
home on Shoreclub Drive with my family. Our home is located near the JCC, and on a daily basis we
drive, walk or bike near the JCC and East Mercer multiple times a day. In the past couple of years, we've
experienced increased traffic, congestion and potential safety hazards with cars darting in and out of the
JCC facilities and onto East Mercer Way. This is made worse with the nearly blind curve on that road and
multiple streets converging into that area. We've also been experiencing various nuisance,
inconvenience, and safety concerns with the ongoing construction as JCC expands its property and
facilities.

We are deeply concerned about ongoing safety, traffic, congestion, nuisance, aesthetic, property values,
and the overall well-being of our residential community. To be sure, we do support the JCC and its
offerings on the island, and also encourage more downtown commercial development with respect to
retail, restaurants, etc. to enhance our neighborhood and avoid having to drive off island for more retail
and restaurant choices. However, we want to ensure that such commercially zoned areas remainin a
central main corridor vs. expanding into residential zones with limited land and many families residing in
a densely populated area, such as the area surrounding the JCC. It's already congested enough with the
East Mercer Way I-90 ramp and on several occasions I've personally withessed near accidents with cars
and families/children crossing the stop sign near the JCC. Commercial expansion will only exacerbate
this issue and I'm deeply concerned that we're not holding more public forums and assessments to
determine the impact of such a commercial re-zoning request on our community. Safety and the well



being of our community should be paramount and as such, any hearing regarding the rezoning should be
noticed well in advance to the community and certainly not rushed within the next couple months.

As part of this, Ml should communicate more public notice of such hearing(s), invite more analysis and
fact gathering on the impact of the request, and ensure this is completed in a manner where all
information is readily available to the community before any decisions are made that significantly impact
Ml residents.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Regards,

Thuy and Mark Seafort

4280 Shoreclub Drive, Mercer Island
949-500-8218 mobile



EX11.040

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 9:09 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJCC Property Designation - Please support change to commercial property

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: TRACY SIGMON <tracy.sigmon@comcast.net>

Sent: Friday, July 17, 2026 8:44 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: SICC Property Designation - Please support change to commercial property

Hello:

| have been part of the SJCC community for over 50 years. | attended preschool and day camps, had
my first job as a junior counselor at their day camps, then sent my own children to preschool there.
They continued participating in activities like Dinky Dunkers and others and now, as adults, still come
play pick-up basketball at the J. My husband and | use the facilities on a weekly basis to this day.

The J has been serving as a community hub for the entirety of my life (55+ years). While it's officially
the "Jewish" community center, it serves all communities. | hear a multitude of languages as | walk
down the halls. It's an critically important community space housed in a building that has outlasted its
best self.

Please support the plan to amend the designation of the property from single family to commercial
use. It's always been used as a commercial space and the zoning should reflect that so that this
property can continue serving the greater Mercer Island and Seattle areas.

Thank you,
Tracy Sigmon
425.351.1332 (m)



EX11.041

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:58 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Rezoning As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to
Commercial Office. We have a traffic problem at our current use. The new school being built will add
to that. This sets a terrible precedent

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Anne Comcast <a.woodley@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 7:43 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Rezoning As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. We
have a traffic problem at our current use. The new school being built will add to that. This sets a terrible precedent
a...

Sincerely, Anne Woodley
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.042

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:55 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Catherine Ford <fordjc@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 2:21 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designhation of the
SJCC property from single-family to commercial.

My husband and | joined the “J" several years ago. Now that we are spending more time on Mercer Island
while at the J, we find that we have been doing more of our shopping on Mercer Island. Supporting local
businesses (or their branches) such as Island Books, Able Acupuncture, Metropolitan Market, QFC,
Mercer Island Farmers’s Market, Barrels Wine Shop, True Value Hardware (so much better than Home
Depot), Shell station, Mercer Island Pilates, Bank of America (Mercer Island branch).

Allowing the J to better serve the community with an improved facility serves everyone.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you.

-Cathy and Jim Ford
2119 104th PL SE
Bellevue, WA 98004






EX11.043

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:56 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Special privileges for JCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: cindy moller <cindmo724@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 1:13 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Special privileges for JCC

All should be held to the same regulations. Problems that would occur, if no restrictions were in place, would not
be able to be resolved. No special allowances for anyone. Please schedule hearing during a time all can attend.
Not Summer vacation or beginning of school year.

Thank you, Cynthia Moller 4800 E Mercer Wy



EX11.044

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:54 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: JCC redone

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Jean Dunbabin <jeanfdunbabin@outlook.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 3:16 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: JCC redone

My husband and | moved to Mercer island over 40 years ago from Kirkland. We built our home here and
raised our son here and joined the Jcc and still belong. Now as a senior Citizen It still is an important part
of my life. | attend the pool exercises during the week and use the gym. It is an amazing organization that
serves everyone.

Our Grandson also attended classes as a preschooler and fought against the racism at Whitman college
which he attends presently.

We are not Jewish but the fact that it serves everyone is extremely important.

Jean F Dunbabin

Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.045

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:55 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: JCC rezoning

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Joanie Kinsman <joaniekinsman@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 2:14 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: JCC rezoning

| am a 37 year resident and homeowner of Mercer Island. | vehemently oppose the rezoning of the JCC
property to commercial. It does not benefit the Mercer Island community.

Regards,

Joanne Kinsman
9020 SE 43rd St, Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.046

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:56 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Lisa Dembo <ljdem@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 18,2026 11:49 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp
<alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council
<council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

The SJCC has been part of my life since moving to the Seattle area 28 years ago this July. My first group of friends
were found there as a single person, my moms group as a mother, day care for our first child, and the day camps
that gave both of our children an impactful childhood/young adulthood and subsequent employment. | have lived
on Mercer Island plus lived in Seattle and Bellevue over the years and this is the community that an expansive
contribution to the Puget Sound area.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Lisa Dembo
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.047

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:55 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: mbstarnes@comcast.net <mbstarnes@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 1:17 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Cc: mbstarnes@comcast.net

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

I moved here in 2006 & my family has enjoyed the SICC through the years, back to when my daughter
attended preschool and all the many activities and events there- too many to list here, but | do attend
regularly for fitness classes as well as other activities.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your consideration to this importantissue.

Best regards,

Margie Starnes



EX11.048

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:54 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public Hearing for CPA25-002
Attachments: daycare_access.png

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Michael Searing <searing.michael@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 9:05 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Cc: Nicole Searing <nrsearing@gmail.com>

Subject: Public Hearing for CPA25-002

Good morning,

Seeing all the commentary about the zoning change to the JCC made me want to write in with a safety
request. Our two toddlers attend the daycare at the JCC, and we prefer, when possible, to walk to
daycare.

From our house on the north end of the island, the only way on foot to the JCC is down Gallagher Hill (not
safe) or down 40th, accessing it from the neighborhoods directly to the south. The problem is that from
these neighborhoods, you have to walk briefly on East Mercer Way. There is no sidewalk along this
portion, and the shoulder is almost always blocked by parked cars, forcing us onto the street. (And even
the shoulder is not that safe, being along a blind curve.)

We believe that there is a safer way. 97th Ave used to provide safe access to the J, the parking lot behind
the pediatrician's office, and the other commercial buildings along 36th St. This access was blocked by
the installation of a fence in the last year. 36th St has a sidewalk providing safe access to all these
institutions, and there seem to be a couple of easy locations where a short pedestrian trail could be
added to restore access.

About 25% of the island would be within a safe 30-minute walk of this area if access were restored
between 40th St and 36th St. There is city property, namely the City Shop behind City Hall, providing a
connection (the blue line in the attached). There is also JCC property which could provide access (the



pink line in the attached). Both of these options would only involve building a trail 50 yards long through
relatively flat forest. This exact route behind the City Shop was already mostly cleared of brush in the last

year.

Our family would be grateful for anything the city can do to facilitate safe pedestrian access to this
community and childcare center. This will be all the more important as more cars access the J, making
travel to the J by alternate transportation methods more beneficial to the entire community.

Thank you,
Michael, Nicole, Finn, and Nash Searing



| s




EX11.049

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:56 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Richard Fruchter <richardfruchter@comcast.net>

Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 1:13 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the SICC

My name is Richard Fruchter and I've lived on Mercer Island for 20 years. My wife and | are members of the
SJCC and our grandchild attended its preschool. | was the CEO of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle
(now retired), the umbrella agency for the Jewish community.

The SJCC brings the Jewish and non Jewish community together in a way no other institution can. Whether
through its exercise facilities, pool, preschool, cultural events, family activities, summer camps, sports camps,
basketball leagues, garden, film festival, speaker series, the SJCC offers a place for families and individuals to
feel a part of a giving and supportive community. Itis truly a jewel in the crown of Mercer Island.

| urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation fo the SJCC property from
single family to commercial, more in keeping with its historical use as a community center. Please align the the
comprehensive plan with the longstanding and future use of this facility and property. | know the SjCC is
embarking on a needed upgrade of their facility and the designation as a commercial property will allow them
to continue to serve the community for an additional 55 years.

Please approve this plan amendment.

Sincerely,

Richard Fruchter



EX11.050

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:57 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Stacey Parson <stacey.j.parson@icloud.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 18, 2026 10:32 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Hello,

As a newer resident of Mercer Island | support the rezoning of the JCC property to a commercial zone. Reading
through numerous e-mails and reviewing the JCC’s website it appears that the JCC offers numerous enrichment
programs. For Mercer Island to be a premier residential community the Island needs organizations like the JCC to
attract and support families.

A conditional use permit is not intended for long-term use. The JCC has existed for decades so it makes logical
sense to convert the property so the City can enforce applicable regulations instead of this perpetual grey area the
JCC exists in now.

Residents who express concern that the JCC is acquiring additional residential properties for club use would
actually benefit from the re-zoning. The CUP provides precedence for using residential properties for commercial
purposes. Rezoning would pull it out of the grey and provide clear direction that residential for residential purposes
only and commercial for commercial purposes only. Rezoning would allow the City to provide clear guidance and
enforcement on lighting, parking, ADA requirements, and operating hours.

Please do not reschedule the hearing. Delaying it further will not change the circumstances. It has been nine years
since the 2017 proposal; the City of Mercer Island needs to either rezone the property or enforce the CUP. Seeing
as nothing has changed in nine years continuing the CUP likely will provide the same results as the prior years
where no one is happy. Now is the time for momentum, not delaying until October.

Change is always hard, but it should not be avoided.

Sincerely,



Stacey J. Parson, PhD



EX11.051

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:51 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: degree.album_5l@icloud.com <degree.album_5l@icloud.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2026 3:39 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, | strongly object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office.

This sets a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential
community. This will lead to near by French American school to do the same and the current already busy traffic
will be even more that itself will affect the property owners in this neighborhood not ideal place to live if it passed.
Therefore, | object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are in summer
vacation and preparing for back to school. All the concerning neighbors must get a fair and reasonable date to
attend for the healing.

A.M



EX11.052

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:47 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Commercial Zoning for the J!

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: gina gonchar <ginagonchar@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2026 9:39 PM

To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada
<Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; City Clerk
<cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Commercial Zoning for the J!

Dear Mercer Island City Council and Planning Commission,

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. The J is what drew my
family to live within easy access to Mercer Island. I sent my kids to the preschool there, we
participated in basketball and swimming, the gym, evening classes, lectures and the
library. My kids had their first jobs as camp counselors and lifeguards at the J. We come to
the J for community events and holiday events. We met our first and lasting friends at the
J. It's the heartbeat of Mercer Island and unequivocally deserves your support! The J has
been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years.
Enough of the bureaucratic runaround. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect the reality of the J as a commercial entity that is integral to the success of
Mercer Island.

Sincerely,

Gina Gonchar

PO Box 413

Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.053

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:47 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Zoning of JCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Jean Dunbabin <jeanfdunbabin@outlook.com>

Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2026 6:12 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: Zoning of JCC

| have been a member of the J since my husband and I first moved to Mercer island over 40 years ago. Our
son. David attended

Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.054

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 8:42 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Cindy Paborsky <dcpaborsky@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:42 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SICC property from single-family to commercial.

| have been a member of the J for more than 15 years. | have met and built a community of
people thru the J. | am an active user of the fitness center, pool, regularly play pickleball
during rainy season and attend community events, comedians, author talks, and movie
festivals. Itis a huge asset to living on Mercer Island.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island
for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Cindy Paborsky



EX11.055

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 1:57 PM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comments on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: David Paborsky <dmp@igpequity.com>

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 1:53 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Cc: Cindy Paborsky <dcpaborsky@yahoo.com>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

| have been a member of the J for more than 15 years. | have met and know 100’s of people thru the J. |
am an active user of the fitness center, pool, regularly play pickleball during rainy season and attend
community events, comedians, author talks, and movie festivals. Itis a huge asset to living on Mercer
Island.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.



EX11.056

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 2:50 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thankyou,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Jim Horgdal <jimhorgdal@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 2:46 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, specifically on E Mercer Way, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential
community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back to school. Please reschedule the meeting for October when more residents will be
available to attend and state their position on the matter.

Best regards, Jim

Mobile +1 (347) 255-7652



EX11.057

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 8:42 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: SJCC zoning - Mercer Island Resident Support

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Kayla Locke <kaylalockel1l7 @gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:38 PM

To: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Council <council@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada
<Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>
Subject: SICC zoning - Mercer Island Resident Support

Hi,
Please support the designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.
I’ve lived on Mercer island my whole life and now raising my children on Mercer island. They both

graduated from the SJCC preschool and now attend J camps. It’s a cornerstone of the Mercer island
community and so many families rely on the JCC for child care and camps.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to

serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Kayla Locke



EX11.058

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 8:45 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW) The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
Information page for City Hall and City service hours of operation.

From: Lkraft <lkraft7142@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 7:03 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>

Cc: Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

As a member of the Jewish Community, my family has used the SICC for as long as it has existed and find it to be a
valuable and vital part of not only the Jewish Community but the community at large.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Best Regards,

Lori Kraft
425-301-0068

331 101st Ave SE
Bellevue, WA 98004

Sent from my iPad



EX11.059

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 8:41 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Please Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Comment on CPA25-002,
Thankyou,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: randy.kessler@comcast.net <randy.kessler@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 5:43 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>

Cc: Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Please Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

Our family has been living in Mercer Island since 2007 and | have been a lifelong member of the Stroum
Jewish Community Center. As a child, | went to summer day camp there, and for the past 34 years, | have
used the facility for personal fitness as well as for community events. It’s a huge part of why we —and so
many other Island residents - love living here.

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial, so that the facility can serve my family and others for

decades to come.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to give the JCC the flexibility to grow. This will
ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Randy Kessler
7616 SE 40™ St



EX11.060

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 1:32 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Designation of SICC Property

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Susan Szafir <susanoszafir@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2026 1:04 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Designation of SICC Property

Dear Planning Commission, Council Members and Government Servants,

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial. My family and | have been residents of Mercer Island for over
18 years and we've been members of the SJCC for almost the entire time we've lived on the island.

The SICC has been so important to my family over the years. When we first moved to the Island from
Austin, Texas in 2008, it is where we enrolled our daughters in pre-school, and it is where our family
made lasting, foundational friendships that have provided us with tremendous joy and community
throughout our time on Mercer Island.

As an empty nester, | now take Line Dancing lessons weekly, which | love and have at times relied on
Aquafit classes when I've been unable to do weight bearing exercises. My husband and | will occasionally
attend social or educational events or speakers which consistently enrich our lives. It is always nice to
connect and see people we know when we visit the J. It is so familiar, that when we walk through the
doors, it feels like a home away from home. We feel so fortunate to live in a community which has a
vibrant and active JCC.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community - as a community center - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

1



Thank you for your consideration,

Susan Szafir



EX11.061

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 9:24 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: rezoning of JCC property

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Andy & Colleen Iwano <andycolleen12@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 9:16 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: rezoning of JCC property

As a resident of the neighborhood near the JCC, I am concerned about the consideration
of the rezoning of the JCC property from residential to commercial.

There is enough pressure on neighborhood traffic patterns under the current zoning.
Adding additional vehicle traffic under the rezone would create access and safety issues
for all Island residents using the East Mercer Way ramp to I-90.

At the very least, the scheduled hearing on July 31 should be postponed to a date later
in the year to encourage input from the MI community.

What is the purpose of the rezone? Mercer Island is essentially a residential community,
not a commercial hub. We should recognize this and not open up additional land to
commercial development.

Very truly yours,

Andrew Iwano
12 El Dorado Beach Club Drive



EX11.062

Molly McGuire

From: denisejoffe@mac.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 8:00 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC rezone request

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

July 31, 2026
To the MiI city council:

I’'m writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single-family residential to commercial, allowing
the Jewish Community Center to move forward with plans to replace its aging facility.

I’m here as a passionate member of the Mercer Island community and as someone who
regularly uses the JCC. | visit several times a week for fithess and classes, and | have
come to appreciate the J as much more than a Jewish institution. It is a community
resource that welcomes people of all backgrounds and serves Islanders at every stage of
life—from preschoolers and families to adults and seniors.

The JCC is an important part of the fabric of Mercer Island. It provides opportunities for
fitness, education, recreation, childcare, and community connection. It also makes an
effort to ensure that cost is not a barrier for those who cannot afford membership. In that
sense, the J's mission extends well beyond its membership. It contributes to the health,
well-being, and vitality of our entire island community.

But the current facility is aging, outdated, and no longer able to meet the needs of the
community it serves. It is not simply a matter of wanting a newer or larger building. The
existing structure presents significant challenges related to safety, accessibility,
infrastructure, and security. At a time when antisemitism is on the rise and security
concerns are very real, the limitations of the current facility are particularly troubling. It is
difficult to accept that armed officers must stand outside in the rain and cold to protect the
building and the people inside it. A modern facility would provide the opportunity to
address these concerns in a way that the existing building simply cannot.

| understand that some Islanders have concerns about the proposed project, including
traffic, membership growth, the scale of the new building, and whether rezoning would
provide the JCC with an unfair advantage. These concerns deserve to be considered
carefully, but | also believe they need to be evaluated in the context of what this project
means for Mercer Island as a whole.



The proposed redevelopment is not an effort to fundamentally change the character of the
East Mercer Way community. It is an opportunity to replace an aging facility with a
modern, safe, and functional community resource.

| also believe the proposed rezoning should be viewed in the context of the property's
history and existing use. The JCC has long served as a community institution, and the
current zoning designation does not fully reflect the property's established role or the
services it provides. Changing the designation would allow the land use designation to
better align with the reality of how this property has functioned for years.

This decision is ultimately about more than one building or one organization. It is about
what kind of community we want Mercer Island to be. Do we want to preserve an aging
facility that is increasingly difficult to secure, maintain, and adapt? Or do we want to
support the creation of a modern community center that can safely and effectively serve
Islanders for decades to come?

| believe Mercer Island is stronger when we invest in institutions that bring people
together, support families, promote health and wellness, care for children and seniors, and
provide a place where people from different backgrounds can connect. The JCC is one of
those institutions.

| urge you to support the requested Comprehensive Plan amendment and rezoning. The
JCC cannot simply remodel its way out of the limitations of the existing building. It is time
for a thoughtful tear-down and rebuild.

The JCC is asking for the opportunity to build a modern facility that can continue serving
Mercer Island—safely, inclusively, and for generations to come. | believe that is an
investment that benefits the entire island.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Denise Joffe
2222 78" Ave SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.063

Molly McGuire

From: Andrea Larson

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 9:12 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Please support the rezone for the SJCC on Aug. 5

Comment on CPA25-002.
Thank you,

Andrea Larson, CMC

City Clerk

City of Mercer Island
206.275.7793 | mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW)

The City of Mercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City Hall and City
service hours of operation.

From: Elaine Kraft <ejk9151@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 9:08 AM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Please support the rezone for the SICC on Aug. 5

I was on hand when the SJCC was officially opened in 1969. It was a gem for the island.

Since then, my grandmother, great aunt, parents, husband and I, brothers, children and grandchildren
have used it in so very many ways. Sports, culture, day care, preschool, after school, camps and | came
backyard later to learn bridge -- meeting a whole new group of Island residents. It is a remarkable place.
It must continue to serve that purpose.

But today the building desperately needs your help. It has no HVAC, no elevator and is held together with
duct tape! It may be in aresidential area but it and has been for almost 60 years a commercial facility
serving hundreds of thousands of people.

It should be zoned as such, consistent with its decades old use

Over the years of discussion, J leaders have heard the neighbors and addressed their concerns. No
showy building is planned. Buffers, traffic, etc. have all been carefully considered. Arevitalized J is
needed, and it would be as much a part of the neighborhood as the current J has been. And it would be

there for everyone with open doors.

From someone born and raised on the island, to you who are now stewards of the island, | urge you
to support the proposed rezone for the SJCC.

Thank you for your consideration






EX11.064

Molly McGuire

From: Karen Roberts <kroberts@live.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 1:01 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: SJCC's Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone request

My name is Karen Roberts, and | live at 7007 SE Maker Street in Mercer Island. | have owned my home since 2004, and
my sons went to school in Mercer Island. | retired in 2023 and have chosen to remain in Mercer Island. Our community
here in Mercer Island offers so much that | appreciate, but truly, one of the main reasons | remain here is the easy
accessibility to the Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC), located at 3801 East Mercer Way, Mercer Island. This
institution is such a gift to all of us here in the areal

While the SICC is an entity founded to foster and promote Jewish connections in the community, it is so much more
than that. It is a supportive, inclusive, and welcoming gathering place for ALL people regardless of religion, race, age, and
domicile. It is a gym facility, a school, an activity center, and gathering space for our Mercer Island community. And it is
where | personally spend countless hours every week exercising and finding connections with other people. Were it not
for the SICC, | would be lonely and disconnected from a community that supports and cares for me in countless ways. |
feel lucky to belong to the SICC, and | take advantage of its many offerings throughout the year. It is an extremely
important resource to me and so many others, serving needs that are not met elsewhere in the Mercer Island
community or the greater King County region.

I am writing to you to request your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial. | understand that the current zoning of the property is that of single-
family usage, and this must be changed to properly reflect the actual usage AND allow the SJCC to update its facilities to
provide even more benefits and support to our community.

I strongly urge the Planning Commission to support the revision of the Mercer Island comprehensive plan and land
use maps with the longstanding actual use of this property, removing any barriers due to zoning designation. This will
allow the SJCC to continue to serve the Mercer Island community without the obstacles its current zoning designation
represents.

Thank you.

Regards,

Karen Roberts

kroberts@live.com | (206)550-1887




EX11.065

Molly McGuire

From: Lisa Kranseler <lisak@wsjhs.org>

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 11:27 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Cc: Amy Lavin

Subject: Comments on behalf of the SJCC to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the SICC property
designation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Planning Commission and Members,

As the long-time director of the Washington State Jewish Historical Society (WSJHS, 20+ years), | want to
write in support of amending the designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.

Historically speaking, the SICC is a significant center of Jewish life in for our community as well as for the
entire Mercer Island and surrounding communities. The sense of comradery and community that is lived
within its walls on a daily basis cannot be understated. It is time to step up for the next generation to
ensure that this building get the renovation it so badly needs to continue to serve the community at large
for the next 50 years.

We also have the oral history interview of Samuel Stroum.

Stroum (Samuel) interview - Samuel Stroum interview, audio (Cassette 1A) - Oral History Collection -
University of Washington Digital Collections

Please see his transcript at: Stroum (Samuel) interview - Samuel Stroum interview, transcript - Oral
History Collection - University of Washington Digital Collections On page 83, of the 99 page transcript,
Sam Stroum stated that” everyone had to feel a part of saving the JCC, even if they gave a dollar.” He
truly meant that everyone matters, a community effort, and at this pointitis your vote will make a
difference.

Being the Director of the WSJHS, has taught me that there are certain times that history calls for
courage and commitment. This is that time. Please make this happen now so that the SJCC can thrive
with the facility that is long past due for improvement. The WSJHS also had its offices at the SICC for 5
years (2018-2023) and we were able to personally witness that values that were promoted amongst staff,
volunteers, members and the next generation of our community’s leaders — our youth!

Please feel free to use this email at the hearing, that | am sorry not to be able to attend. | would also be
available for any questions or comments.

Lisa

Lisa Kranseler, WSJHS Executive Director Emerita



Every day, you make history happen!

lisak@wsjhs.org

office: 206-774-2277 cell: 425-681-8128



EX11.066

Molly McGuire

From: Michelle Kavesh <mpiercekavesh@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 11:54 AM

To: City Clerk

Subject: Support for JCC Rezone

Just writing to support the JCC rezone scheduled for the August city council meeting agenda.

There appears to be an opposition group in favor of changes and moving this item to a later time. This has
been an ongoing project for a very long time, there are no surprises in here, and the fact that this
opposition group has just popped up recently expressing concerns about 190 access and the reality that
the JCC is already a commercial enterprise operating on mixed zoned land, is a little late and
disingenuous. The JCC’s operations are not going to materially change, but they need the flexibility to
replace and rebuild the property to modern needs, including an entirely new pool to replace one that is
currently leaking and near the end of its life.

Best,

Michelle Pierce Kavesh
mpiercekavesh@gmail.com




EX11.067

Molly McGuire

From: Leslie Huang <yunhan.huang94@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 10:09 PM

To: City Clerk

Cc: Qian Cao

Subject: Public Hearing — CPA25-002 / RZN25-002

Dear City Clerk,

| am writing as a Mercer Island resident to oppose the proposed rezoning of the JCC property from
residential to commercial (CPA25-002 / RZN25-002).

This is a permanent change, and | don't believe the community has had a fair opportunity to weigh in,
scheduling a consequential land-use hearing during summer vacation and the first weeks of school
makes it hard for most families to participate.

I'm also concerned about traffic. The JCC sits at our east side 1-90 access point, and congestion already
spills off the property during busy periods. Commercial zoning removes any regulatory limit on
membership, events, or vehicle trips, leaving the city no mechanism to require mitigation. That's a real
impact on everyday life for residents on this side of the island.

| support the JCC and the role it plays in our community. But | believe a Conditional Use Permit with
enforceable conditions is the right framework for the JCC and for every organization on Mercer Island. |
urge the city to require full CUP compliance before any rezone discussion moves forward, and to
reschedule the hearing to no sooner than October, when residents are home and able to engage.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Best,
Yunhan Huang



EX11.068

Molly McGuire

From: Janet Matzke <janet.matzke@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 6:27 PM

To: City Clerk

Subject: SJCC rezone

BODY "As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible
precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. | further object to
the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back
to school.”

As aresident of Mercer Island | don’t agree with the proposed rezone of JCC to commercial property. The

traffic is horrendous as it is, there are commercial centers already established on the island nearby and
unless this fills the coffers of the local government | don’t understand why this is being proposed.

Thanks,
Janet Matzke

Janet Matzke
425-505-3480
Janet.matzke@gmail.com

Sent from my iPad, which may affect my spelling and grammar



EX11.069

Molly McGuire

From: Jason Mccune <mccune_jason@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 11:49 AM

To: City Clerk

Subject: JCC re-zoning

Hello Ml city clerk,

| am a resident of Mercer Island and | live off East Mercer Way, mid island. | oppose the re-zoning of the JCCto a
commercial property. | believe this will have many consequences that will negatively impact the quality of life of
my family. Further, this decision opens a can of worms as it sets a precedent for future re-zoning.

At the least, push back the hearing to the fall when residents are around. Scheduling during the summer for such a
consequential decision is inconsiderate to the citizens of our city.

Thank you,
Jason McCune



EX11.070

Molly McGuire

From: Liz Friedman <lizfriedman@outlook.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 1:36 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support amendment in favor of SJICC

To the Members of the Mercer Island Planning Commission,

| am writing to express my strong support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to redesignate the SICC
property from single-family to commercial. This change is not only appropriate; it is long overdue.

| have been involved with the J for more than 20 years: as a member, supporter, committee member, board
member, President of the Board, and now as a past president. Over these decades, | have watched the
organization work tirelessly to be a responsible, thoughtful steward of its property and its mission. | have also
watched it face obstacle after obstacle - procedural, structural, and political - despite its clear and consistent
commitment to serving Mercer Island.

The J has been a community anchor for over 55 years. It has welcomed generations of Islanders and beyond,
provided essential programs for families and seniors, supported cultural and educational enrichment, and
served as a gathering place for all. Its role in the community is undeniable. Yet the land use designation
applied to its property does not reflect that reality, nor does it support the organization’s ability to evolve and
meet the needs of the next generation.

For years, the J has attempted to establish the right, logical conditions to responsibly redevelop its property,
conditions that would allow it to modernize its facilities, expand community services, and continue
contributing meaningfully to Mercer Island. Instead, it has been met with delays, shifting requirements, and a
lack of alignment between its actual use and the City’s planning framework. This mismatch has hindered
progress and placed an unnecessary burden on an institution that has done nothing but serve this community
with integrity.

We are well past the point of asking whether the J’'s property should be designated as commercial. The
guestion now is: why hasn’t this already happened? What are we waiting for? The Comprehensive Plan and
land use maps should reflect the truth of the J's role and presence on Mercer Island and support - and in fact,
accelerate - its ability to thrive for the next 55 years, just as it has for the last 55.

| urge you to adopt this amendment and bring the City’s planning documents into alignment with the lived
reality of our community. It is time to remove the barriers that have held the J back and allow it to move
forward responsibly, sustainably, and in partnership with Mercer Island.

Thank you for your consideration.
Liz Friedman
2035 80" Ave SE, Mercer Island



EX11.071

Molly McGuire

From: Sayce William Falk <sayce.w.falk@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 22, 2026 5:38 PM

To: City Clerk

Subject: In favor of JCC rezoning

Hi, | just wanted to say I’m in favor of the JCC rezone and think it’s the right decision for that part of our
community.

Sayce
4645 88th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.072

Molly McGuire

From: charles flake <crflake@outlook.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2026 9:31 PM

To: City Clerk

Subject: CPA25-002

| reside at 4130 100" Ave SE and am one of the citizens having to contend daily, morning and afternoon,
with the traffic snarl from drop off and pick up of students at the French American School. And now | see
construction of the Seattle Jewish Day School directly across East Mercer Way. The city Traffic Engineers
have failed to acknowledge and resolve this issue. More than one year ago, in conversation with Ms.
Corigliano's predecessor | was reassured that the problem was temporary since the FAS was relocating.
It has not.

| mention this issue since an application has been made to rezone the JCC to Commercial Office. Good
for them. If | owned the property, | would want the same. However, it is my understanding that the JCC
has not been in compliance with all the provisions of their conditional use permit. Maybe this is hearsay.
The council should know if the city has been assiduously enforcing the CUP.
I am asking that the city fulfil its obligation to correct the current traffic mess and do a thorough traffic
study of foreseeable impacts on EMW before any serious consideration of the request for rezoning.
Thank you for your consideration.
Charles Flake
206 551-2701

Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.073

Molly McGuire

From: Mike DaCosta <michel.david@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2026 2:25 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Zoning issue: Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC)

| just heard that the SICC property is zoned as a single home. That makes no sense, because | have a
subscription and use their facilities regularly. Nothing looks like a single home to me. Can we please fix

this zoning issue?

Thanks,
Mike



EX11.074

Molly McGuire

From: MOSS PATASHNIK <mossnpeg@aol.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2026 10:05 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

| have been a board member of the SICC for over ten years. Members of my family, friends and relatives, and
members of the community at large have been using the facilities, resources, and programs of the SICC for
decades — all of these having been of inestimable value to the both the Jewish and non-Jewish members of the
community.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you in advance for your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan.

Sincerely,

Moss Patashnik



EX11.075

Molly McGuire

From: Anastasia Mironova <ak_orca@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 11:46 AM

To: City Clerk

Subject: Public hearing for CPA 25-002

As aresident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to commercial use. This sets a
terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a primarily residential
community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents
are on summer vacation and preparing back to school.

| strongly object to rezoning of JCC property adjacent to my house.

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone



EX11.076

Molly McGuire

From: beth lippman <b.lippman@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 6:42 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Expanding the JCC

I am a member of the JCC and find it a welcoming ming and busy place for prople of all ethnicities We meed to
expand to serve the people Please allow the expansion

Beth Lippman
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.077

Molly McGuire

From: Elaine Kavalok

Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 8:49 AM

To: City Clerk

Subject: Residential Area Rezone proposal

With a precedent setting agenda item next week about rezoning a residential area to commercial, | strongly
suggest that agenda item be bumped to October in order for the broader impacted community to be in town
to comment. Otherwise, this looks like the planning commission and potentially city council have already
been heavily influenced by the JCC, made their decision and prefer to do this "under the radar" to zone JCC
area for the benefit of the JCC.

Please consider a reschedule.
--Elaine Kavalok
5908 E Mercer Way



EX11.078

Molly McGuire

From: Laura Senft <laura_senft@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 12:40 PM

To: Council; Planning Commission; allison.vangorp@mercerisland.gov; Deb Estrada
Subject: Please support the JCC

Dear Commission,

As a community member who benefits greatly from the JCC, I’'m writing to urge your support to
amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single family to
commercial.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the
J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

These improvements will not only benefit current residents, but future as well, as people from all ages
and demographics use the JCC. | am a Bellevue resident. It's worth noting that when | come to M, |
often shop or eat on MI. The only reason | am on Ml is the JCC. Not improving the JCC would
discourage membership and also have a deleterious effect on the community as a whole. | would
imagine that others patronize local businesses as well when they come over to work out or drop off a
child at camp. While | know some congestion is not desirable, it also results in increased revenue and
positive activity on the Island.

The JCC an organization that encourages community and productive activity for people of all ages. At
a time when people need connection more than ever, making places like the JCC as functional, safe,
and accessible as possible should be the priority of any group looking to improve and sustain their
community.

Many thanks for your consideration,
Laura Senft

Sent from my iPad



EX11.079

Molly McGuire

From: Sterba, Pavel <PSterba@parpacific.com>
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 11:41 AM

To: City Clerk

Subject: Public Hearing for CPA25-002

Please | am out of town during august 5. Most of my neighbors are as well. Why do we have a hearing during a time
when most neighbors cant comment? Can we please reschedule for sometime in the fall when everyone is back?
Pavel

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This electronic transmission and any attached documents or other writings
are intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information that is
privileged, confidential or otherwise protected from disclosure. If you have received this communication
in error, please immediately notify sender by return e-mail and destroy the communication. Any
disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action concerning the contents of this
communication or any attachments by anyone other than the named recipient is strictly prohibited.



EX11.080

Molly McGuire

From: Tanming Fong <tmfong@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, July 24, 2026 5:01 PM

To: City Clerk

Cc: Virginia Leong

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Dear City Council Members,

I am writing to formally oppose the proposed rezoning of the JCC property to Commercial Office. As a
resident of Mercer Island, | believe this change would set a troubling precedent and move our community
away from its stated vision of remaining a premier residential community.

The traffic impacts alone are reason for rejection. The JCC sits at Mercer Island's east side I-90 access
point, and traffic already backs well off the property during peak times, sometimes extending to the 1-90
off-ramps and limiting east side residents' timely access to and from their homes. Commercial zoning
removes all regulatory limits on membership, events, and vehicle trips, leaving the city with no
mechanism to require mitigation. This would permanently worsen an already critical choke point.

| further urge the Council to reconsider the hearing schedule. Holding this review during summer
vacation—when residents are traveling and managing back-to-school logistics—severely limits
meaningful community participation. A proposal of this significance deserves a hearing scheduled when
the community can fully engage.

| respectfully ask that the council reject this rezoning proposal and reschedule the hearing to a date that
allows for broader community engagement. Thank you for your time and for your service to Mercer
Island.

Sincerely,

Tanming Fong



EX11.081

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2026 11:19 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Cc: City Clerk

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002
Debr

From: Kunal Patel <drpatelk@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, July 25, 2026 11:17 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

To MI City Clerk

As aresident of Mercer Island, | am writing to formally object the proposed rezoning of the JCC property
to Commercial Office. This change sets an unfavorable precedent and deviates from Mercer Island's
established goal of remaining a premier residential community.

Furthermore, | object to scheduling the hearing for this proposal during the summer, a time when many
residents are away on vacation or preparing for the upcoming school year, thereby limiting community
participation.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,

Kunal Patel



EX11.082

Molly McGuire

From: Kate Robertson <robertson.katie@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2026 5:07 PM

To: City Clerk

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Hello,

As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible
precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school.

Thank you,
Kate Robertson



EX11.083

Molly McGuire

From: Urmil shah <urmilshah@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2026 3:57 PM

To: Deb Estrada

Subject: Meeting

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

o I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the

SICC property from single family to commercial. I'm a member at J forl5 years. We moved from
Minnesota and new to town. Originally we are from India and JCC accepted us and we have made so
many friends now. They accepted us without asking any questions and welcomed us. We attend so
many classes and water aerobics that has improved our life. The J has been serving the Mercer
Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thanks, Pallu



EX11.084

Molly McGuire

From: Pallu Shah <pallushah@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2026 3:53 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Meeting

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

[ )

o I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SICC property from single family to commercial. I'm a member at J
forl5 years. We moved from Minnesota and new to town. Originally we are from India
and JCC accepted us and we have made so many friends now. They accepted us without
asking any questions and welcomed us. We attend so many classes and water aerobics
that has improved our life. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community —as a
community center — for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land
use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thanks, Pallu



EX11.085

Molly McGuire

From: Patricia Willner <pattywillner623@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2026 3:29 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Approve SJCC Zoning Change

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Pl ask approve the he zoning change to comport with longstanding use of the facility as a multi purpose
facility for combatting, athletics, aquafit and lap swim. It has never been a single family facility.

Patty Willner’s
425766-2075



EX11.086

Molly McGuire

From: Jacobs (Home) <pjacobs@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, July 26, 2026 4:12 PM

To: City Clerk

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

As aresident of Mercer Island, | passionately object to rezoning the JCC property to commercial office
zoning. What is the City Council thinking?? This sets a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away
from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. | regularly travel from the north end of the
island to mid island along East Mercer Way. The traffic around JCC is horrendous as itis. If the acquiring
neighboring properties, which | have heard, for unknown reasons, that raises a lot of red flags. | further
object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back to school.

The current non-compliance with established rules and regulations should have the JCC under
investigation and violations mitigated. | am pro-JCC, just not pro commercial, do whatever you want,
JCC.

Protect our Island.

Peter Jacobs

2233 80" Avenue SE

Mercer Island

206.799.1248



EX11.087

Molly McGuire

From: Del <del8com@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 1:55 PM
To: City Clerk

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

To Whom it may concern:

As a resident of Mercer Island, living VERY near JCC, | would like to
express my objection to rezoning of the JCC property to Commercial Office.

| also would like to kindly request any hearing on rezoning of JCC be
rescheduled till after October 1, 2026 when residents are less likely to be gone on vacation
and can participate in this discussion/hearing.

Thank you,

A. Teng



EX11.088

Molly McGuire

From: Benjamin Pariser <pariser@bpsqd.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:02 AM

To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Planning Commission; Council
Subject: Mercer Island JCC - Support

Dear Mercer Island,

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single family to commercial.

| am a Mercer Island resident and the JCC has been an integral part of my life since 1982. This institution has been
there at every stage of my life. And the JCC has provided a safe community space for my family and children since
they were infants through their present teenage years.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,
Benjamin S. Pariser
206-963-4818



EX11.089

Molly McGuire

From: Carol Shafer <aloha4now@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 6:52 AM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

| am a resident of Mercer Island. | attend classes at the J five days a week. | have developed close
friendships here. | credit the J with improving my physical strength as well as my mobility. The J definitely
needs modernization. | look forward to seeing the J renovated so it can better serve its patrons and the
community at large.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,
Carol Shafer



EX11.090

Molly McGuire

From: David W. <surjin907@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 5:16 PM
To: Planning Commission

Subject: Mercer Island JCC

Planning Commission,

This email is in complete support of a Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from
single family to commercial. | am a member who uses the J for exercise and classes for my medical issues. The J
is a critical member of the Ml community for those of us that cannot afford other expensive facilities nor can easily
commute to outside of MIl. Please allow this change so we can update the facilities.

David White
Patrick White



EX11.091

Mollx McGuire

From: Deborah Urman <dburman319@aol.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:34 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

July 27,2026
Dear Planning Committee Representative,

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. As a homeowner on
Mercer Island, parent and career educator, the JCC created a familiar home away from home,
a learning community and safe place for my children when they were very young. As they
grew up, they continued to frequent the JCC as a camper and exercise enthusiast. As parents,
we continued to support the JCC by attending many evening programs, cooking classes and
exercise classes.

Fact is, the JCC has been serving the Mercer Island community - as a community center
- for over 55 years. It has not been updated to meet current standards in all the years my
family has used it. My family and many, many others have moved to this area because it has a
local JCC. Where else, other than the schools, can you see generation after generation, grow
and continue to learn?

[ urge you to please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect the
current reality and ensure the JCC can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer
Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Deborah Urman
7025 82nd Ave. SE
Mercer Island, WA



EX11.092

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:36 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

From: Ellen Lynn <ellenlynn215@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:49 PM

To: Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Fwd: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: Ellen Lynn <ellenlynn215@hotmail.com>

Date: July 27, 2026 at 9:47:16 PM PDT

To: alison.vangorp@mercerisland.gov

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SICC property from single-family to commercial.

The J welcomed me and my family as newcomers to the Seattle area in 1994. Many
friendships were formed from preschool and day camp experiences for us, through
community and cultural events, as well as various classes over the years. Most recently |
have been attending water aerobic classes, where | have been forming new friendships
(and getting much-needed exercise) in a supportive and friendly environment. Those of us
with physical limitations would really appreciate an updated, more easily accessible pool
and restrooms.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island
for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
Ellen Lynn



Sent from my iPad



EX11.093

Molly McGuire

From: Emmi Kearns <kearnsemmi@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 2:02 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

| attend the SICC several times weekly to use the fitness facilities and attend other events such as
classes and lectures. My daughter teaches in the preschool. The current building is inadequate to serve
the widespread use of the facility. The building is used extensively by Mercer Island residents and folks
throughout the Seattle metropolitan area. It is a jewel for the entire city to utilize. The parking areais
frequently filled to capacity. As a former Mercer Island resident and MIHS graduate and now Bellevue
resident, please comply with updating the property status so we all can continue to use our Community
Center and give it the facelift it deserves.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Emma Kearns



EX11.094

Molly McGuire

From: Feiock Heidi <heidiashleyfeiock@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:07 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

The JCC has been a place of inclusiveness and gathering. Since we moved here with our two children in 2024; we
have used the facility for a place that provides a safe, nurturing and educational space for our children to grow and
learn. Myself uses it as a space to stay healthy and clear my mind by using the gym and attending the fitness
classes. My family has also attended some of the events held by the JCC such as the movies and a treat. ( Frozen
and frozen yogurt) (Moana and milkshakes). My oldest daughter takes swim lessons there and has made a lot of
improvement through the lessons. We also use the pool to attend open swim with both our young children.
Regardless of one’s religion or beliefs we have felt welcomed and it is a place everyone on the island and beyond
can enjoy.

Please consider changing the zoning from single family to commercial for the JCC to continue to server and
support our community as it moves foward.

The Frizzells

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.095

Molly McGuire

From: Gail Zucker <zuckerg2020@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 7:49 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

I’ve been coming to the J since 1983. My kids have attended the JCC preschool and after school
programs. My family has used the JCC for special programming and events over the years.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Gail Zucker
Mobile: 415 235 2696
Email: Zuckerqg2020@gmail.com




EX11.096

Molly McGuire

From: hayley d <hayleyduitch@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 12:41 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial.

The J has been part of my family for generations. My husband and | both attended preschool there, as did
our children. | worked at the J as a teenager, and today both of my kids work there as well, and also
attend youth group meetings each week. Over the years I’ve taken classes and attended lectures at the J,
my husband played in the basketball and baseball leagues, and my parents made some of their closest,
lifelong friends through the community there, friendships that helped shape my own childhood. Three
generations of my family have called the J home, and it has never once functioned as a single-family
residence. It has always been exactly what it is today: a school, a gathering space, an activity center, and
a cornerstone of community life on Mercer Island.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community, as a community center, for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality, and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Hayley Duitch

6551 80th Ave SE

Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.097

Molly McGuire

From: Heidi Behrens-Benedict <hbbenedict@aol.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 3:58 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: The comprehensive plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

e Dear Friends on the Mercer Island City Council ~

«|I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJICC property from single family to commercial.

o Why is this important to me? I've been attending Aqua Fit classes five days a week since |
joined the J. When friends ask me why I've so happy about my membership, | tell them
about how it feels to walk out of the dressing room onto the pool deck and have a
dozen+ women turn and smile.

«What a great way to start the day.

«The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the
next 55 years.

Heidi Behrens-Benedict, ASID, NCIDQ

Behrens-Benedict Limited
1844 140th Avenue Southeast
Bellevue WA 98005

206-412-0610

www.BehrensBenedict.com



EX11.098

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 6:17 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: JCC Rezone

From: Jeff Bean <olyhardware@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 3:49 PM

To: Council <council@mercergov.org>
Subject: JCC Rezone

Dear Council Members,
| am reaching out to ask that you approve The JCC rezone [or their remodel. | use the gym at this Bacility at least
twice a week. It is a critical part o@my health regimen. | implore you to make it possible fbr the JCC to remodel and
update their aging Bacilities.
Jeff Bean
Age 78

Sent@om my iPhone



EX11.099

Molly McGuire

From: Jeff Davis <jeffd@davisdoor.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 7:53 AM
To: City Clerk

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island for over 66 years, | object to rezoning the JCC property
to Commercial Office. The traffic caused by their out of compliance operations blocks
East Mercer Way onto the I-90 overpass for multiple stoplight changes at times

now. This sets a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal
of being a premier residential community. | further object to the hearing to consider the
proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and preparing for
back to school. Please consider moving it to a date in September or October so it can
be attended by more residents of Mercer Island.

Thank you,

Jeff Davis
206-510-4535



EX11.100

Molly McGuire

From: Jordan Hueneman <jordan.hueneman@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:07 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

When [ first moved to Seattle, SJICC was the first place | went to to look for community events. Since then |
have brought my children for swim lessons with their cousins, Tot Shabbat with their grandparents, and other

events with friends. | look forward to this place being updated in the a way the Jewish community needs.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Jordan Hueneman

Jordan Hueneman



EX11.101

Molly McGuire

From: Lisa Cohen <lisa.cohen@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 11:45 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: The future of SJCC facilities

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single family to commercial. | grew up at the Jin LA, and have now attended the J in Seattle for over 20yrs. The
J has been a key focal point throughout my life, and the Seattle Stroum JCC badly needs updated facilities. | think
of it each time | visit. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. Please aligh the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thanks,

Lisa Cohen



EX11.102

Molly McGuire

From: Mark Clausen <mclausen@clausenlawfirm.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:18 PM

To: Planning Commission

Cc: Council

Subject: JCC Plan Revision

| am writing to support the request of the Jewish Community Center to be able to update and expand its
aging facilities. | live at 6107 SE 32™ St. | have lived on Mercer Island since 1995. | have raised 4 children
here.

My wife and | have been members of the JCC for more than a decade. One or both of us use it essentially
every day. We see the importance of the JCC for Mercer Island families: activities for kids, like summer
camps and after-school child care; and exercise equipment, a pool and gym for Mercer Island residents
of all ages. We also see classes and activities that give Islanders a convenient place to follow their
passions. | see young people spending time there working out, playing table tennis, and talking with
other athletes. We all know how many unhealthy and destructive options are available to teens these
days. The JCC is a precious resource.

| am closing in on my 70" birthday. | know that the loss of muscle mass and balance are the natural
outcomes of aging unless something is done. That means regularly lifting weights and performing
plyometrics and balance exercises. | use the JCC facilities extensively for that. | see dozens of other
seniors doing the same at the JCC. It is the most convenient and best-equipped facility on the Island for
how I like to work out. Please don’t make me go off-Island to stay fit as | age.

It would be a huge mistake to underestimate the extent and significance of the JCC in maintaining and
improving the quality of life on Mercer Island. Similarly, it would be a huge mistake to force the JCC to
continue to labor under the constraints of the old facility with inadequate parking, traffic control and
layout. The Planning Commission should focus on how the JCC can perform its mission more effectively
and serve Mercer Island families even better.

Arejection of the JCC's request would be a huge mistake. Do not think for a minute that, if Mercer Island
slams the door on the JCC's efforts to provide a better facility, the JCC will simply continue at the present
premises for the next 20+ years. The Planning Commission can be sure that other cities will be
opportunistic and take advantage of Mercer Island's mistake. If Mercer Island insists on a policy of
small-mindedness, you can bet that the JCC will have other attractive options from cities on both shores
of Lake WA. You should not be the Commissioners who "lost" the JCC to Bellevue, Newcastle, Renton or
Seattle. Keep the JCC here and allow it to serve Mercer Island even better.

Mercer Island suffers from a common condition in our part of the country: allowing a small number of
vocal citizens to kill efforts that would materially improve the quality of life for thousands of Island
residents. The JCC is vital to the health of this community. It should be allowed to provide the best
services to Island residents that it can envision and afford. A small number of vocal opponents should
not ruin and drive away one of the best organizations available to Mercer Island residents.

Sincerely, Mark A Clausen



EX11.103

Molly McGuire

From: Pamela Lavitt <Pamelal@Sjcc.org>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:15 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

| am both a member of the J and have worked at the J on Mercer Island for 15 years, producing cultural
programming and a film festival for everyone in the Puget Sound region and collaborating closely with
Mercer Island’s arts and arts-loving community including many artists, businesses, nonprofits and
community members.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all — for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

The future of our vital community building work depends on it!

Thank you,

Pamela Lavitt (she, her)

Director of Arts + Ideas and Festivals

Stroum Jewish Community Center

206-388-0832 direct | PamelalL@sjcc.org

sjcc.org/ARTS | SeattleJFF.org | FB: @seattlejff | IG: @sjcc.arts | YouTube: SJCC On Demand | LinkedIn: @Pamela-Lavitt




EX11.104

Molly McGuire

From: Samuel Small <samuelasmall@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:00 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

My kids have and currently attend the J summer camps and my family attends the events regularly.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Best,

Sam Small
Violet Resnick
Erez Small
Simona Small

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.105

Molly McGuire

From: Sandy Glass <sandyglass1@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:55 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: Sandy Glass

Subject: Support for Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission,

I am writing to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to redesignate the Stroum Jewish
Community Center (SJCC) property from single-family to commercial.

The SJCC is a true community hub—a welcoming place where people come together and lifelong
friendships begin. Although I’ve lived on Mercer Island for over 28 years, | still remember what it felt like
to be new to the Pacific Northwest. The SICC immediately gave me a place to belong. Years later, when
my in-laws moved here to be near us, the SICC offered them that exact same warmth and connection.
Today, when | teach mosaic classes at the J, | see firsthand how inclusive and supportive this space
continues to be for everyone who walks through its doors.

For over 55 years, the SJCC has served the entire Mercer Island community as an open, vibrant gathering
place. Updating the comprehensive plan and land use maps simply aligns the official designation with
the reality of how the site functions today. Most importantly, it ensures the J can continue to thrive and
serve our community..

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Sandy Glass
Mercer Island resident

Sandy Glass
Cell: 206-551-8161



EX11.106

Molly McGuire

From: Sandy Samuel <sandysamuel@icloud.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 10:55 AM
To: Planning Commission

Cc: Amyl@sjcc.org

Subject: SJCC zoning proposal

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission,

Please recommend that the Mercer Island City
Council places the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their large
residential land parcels to Commercial Office
on the docket, with action taken in 2024.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has served Mercer
Island residents with programs for all ages and
all are welcome. However, this building is old,
Is not ADA compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a swimming pool that is
long past its usefulness.

| have lived on Mercer Island since
1984. During this period | have used the JCC

1



for preschool, swim lessons for my kids,
sports leagues, cultural events, camp,
physical fithess and for 15 years water
aerobics which has basically satisfied critical
health issues, allowed me to develop
relationships with the greater Mercer Island
community, and has satisfied numerous
social needs.

It’s time for a substantive, accessible, and
sustainable redevelopment, yet the current
residential zoning makes this nearly
impossible. A rezone to Commercial Office
property would significantly facilitate this
remodel while honoring the neighborhood
Integrity and specific interests of the
proximate neighbors.

For over 54 years, the SJCC has operated as a
vital community asset. It would be a loss for
the broad Mercer Island community to not
support the modernization of this facility.

2



Further, this request affects the SJCC ONLY,
and will not have any impact on any other
facility or institution on the Island.

The time to support the future of the Stroum
Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island is
now.

Thank you for your support.

Sandy M. Samuel

9711 Mercerwood Drive ,
Mercer Island

45 years on Mercer Island.



EX11.107

Molly McGuire

From: Sarah Fletcher <fletchsal@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:42 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council; Jessi Bon

Subject: JCC - Totally against the rezoning of the JCC, it is not compatible with single family residential
neighborhoods

Hello, | received an email urging me to support the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation, see
below. The JCC have no right to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation from single
family zone to commercial. | want you to all understand the implications should you allow the zone
change. | want you to specifically ask the following questions:

1) if you allow the JCC to change their zoning, will the other clubs on the island all be allowed to change
their zone?

2) Commercial Office allows a retirement home, would the JCC and all the other clubs, should the zone
change, be allowed to have a retirement home on their property in a single family residential area?

And are each and every one aware of what is allowed in Commercial Offices????

These are the examples of what you are permitting, because | don't want to hear that you allowed the JCC to
rezone and the next minute, they are providing "Care services, special employee dormitories, service
stations in connection with authorized motor pool facilities and similar uses, special needs group housing,
special service transitional housing;

3) And | would like to know, are the things | mentioned above, would those things be allowed in a single
family residential zone?

4) And with regards to the theater which was remodeled in 2014 as state of the art, why would they want to
demolish it and build another theater? | love the theater and have special memories of going to watch the
films with my mum or to attend the Jewish film festivals there.

5) And are they not supposed to build a playfield, but in the designs, | don't see any playfield. Currently,
there is a garden for the preschoolers. What is going to happen to that garden? Is it going to be paved
over?

6) And what the JCC is trying to build is a campus, it is not compatible with a residential zone.

7) And please ask how the JCC has been a good neighbor? Please ask them to list all the examples of how
they have accommodated the neighbors to date.

This is what the Commercial Offices zone offers so you need to make it very clear to the JCC that not only if
the City allows them to rezone, but they are making it that the Beach Club, the Shore Club, the Yeshiva, the
Country Club, will then all be able to have the same permitted uses as the JCC and if you think that is not the
case, please explain why that is not the case.

19.04.020 - Commercial offices.

Uses permitted.



Government services.

2.
Professional, scientific, and technical services.

3.
Office uses.

4.
Places of worship.

5.
Civic and social organizations.

6.
Mortuary services.

7.
Healthcare services.

8.
Care services.

9.

Auxiliary uses directly related to the principal use, such as residences of watchmen or employees in training,
special employee dormitories, employee cafeterias, auditoriums, service stations in connection with
authorized motor pool facilities and similar uses.

10.
Wireless communications facilities subject to the conditions set out in MICC 19.06.040.

11.
Special needs group housing as provided in MICC 19.06.080.

12.
Social service transitional housing as provided in MICC 19.06.080.

13.



Public and private schools accredited or approved by the state for compulsory school attendance, subject to
design commission review and the following conditions:

A one-fourth acre or larger playfield, play surface or open space shall be provided in one usable unit
abutting or adjacent to the site.

8) There is a conflict of interest with Dave Rosenbaum, Ted Weinberg, Daniel Becker, and Julie Hsieh
should remove themselves from voting on this because there is a conflict of interest in that they all have
interests and/or connections to the JCC/Jewish Community.
This is what Amy Lavin is telling members to write to the Planning Commission just in case you were not
aware of what she is telling members to email:
o “I'am here to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.” The ] has been
serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. My hope is it will be here for another 55. I am not a land-use expert, but I
know for certain the | has always served the community as a gathering space, an
activity center, a school, and as a place for reflection and community — it has never
been in single family use. As such, the city should align the comprehensive plan and
land use maps with the longstanding use of this property. More importantly, it will
allow the ] to continue to serve the Mercer Island community without hindrance.
o Recommend approval of this comprehensive plan amendment.



EX11.108

Molly McGuire

From: Scott Porad <scott@porad.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:34 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support the JCC

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial.

My family has spent every stage of our lives at the JCC, for generations! The J has served the Mercer
Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,

Scott Porad
2445 74th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.109

Molly McGuire

From: SHARI BASOM <sharibasom@icloud.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 7:41 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

| have been a screener for the Seattle Jewish Film Festival since 2012 and a Co-Chair since 2020. | also attend and
volunteer at many of the Arts & Culture series, of which the Seattle Jewish Film Festival is a part of this series.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our

community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. | cannot attend in person so hopefully this email will give you all my
views on this matter. If | can supply any other information please let me know.

Shari Basom



EX11.110

Molly McGuire

From: Steve Linkon <stevelinkon@msn.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 9:32 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I am writing to strongly support amending the Comprehensive Plan to reclassify the SICC property from single-
family to commercial use. My family has been part of the J community since 2009, when my daughter began
preschool there. She attended for three years and also took swimming lessons at the J. | have observed
children from the French American School frequently using the J's pool and gymnasium.

My family has participated in numerous events at the J, including carnivals, educational programs, lectures,
and religious gatherings. The J has been a vital part of the Mercer Island community—serving as a community
center for over 55 years. | urge you to update the Comprehensive Plan and land-use maps to accurately reflect
this reality, ensuring that the J can continue to serve and thrive on Mercer Island for many more years. It is
essential that the city align land-use policies with the property's long-standing community use so the J can
operate without impediments. | recommend you approve this Comprehensive Plan amendment.

Steven K. Linkon
949-697-8889



EX11.111

Molly McGuire

From: Trea Diament <treadiament@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 8:53 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: | support the SJICC rezone request

Dear Mercer Island City Council,

I am writing in support of the SJCC rezone request. | am a neighbor of the SICC (13 El Dorado Beach Club
Drive, Mercer Island) and a member. The SICC is a beloved Ml institution. For too long (maybe a decade?)
the SJCC rebuild has been mired in permitting issues. The result is a building that doesn't meet the
standards of the community. Without complete and timely support from the Mercer Island City Council,
this institution will no longer be able to provide the services that Ml loves - summer camp, swim lessons,
pre-school, etc. Please do not force our non profits off the Island. Without explicit support from the
council, we will lose what makes Ml a community.

Thank you for your consideration,

Trea Diament



EX11.112

Molly McGuire

From: Winky Lai <winkylai@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 2:47 PM
To: City Clerk

Subject: Re: Public Hearing for CPA25-002

HI - my name is Winky Lai and my family of 3 lives at 3716 E Mercer Way right across from JCC and | am
writing to represent myself, my husband and my son to as the city to and also to (1) reschedule the
hearing to at least to October 2026 after residents settle back in from their summer travels & adjusting to
new school year schedules. | feel that with the current agenda, it does not allow for a reasonable
amount of time for residents to do their research to give the appropriate input to the project. | would also
like to the city to halt / deny the rezoning request as is. | feel that the application should require a full CUP
compliance before any rezoning discussion should be considered.

Regards,

Winky Lai

Suresh Krishnamoorthy
Ashwin Krishnamoorthy (minor)



EX11.113

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:04 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: IM AM <zapkappa@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:01 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible
precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school.

Mercer island resident for 23 years
A Meyer



EX11.114

Molly McGuire

From: Aaron Rosenstein <aaronrosenstein65@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 8:10 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: change the designation of the SICC property from single family to commercial

Dear Planning Commission,

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial.

Our family has lived here on Mercer Island all of our lives. Our children attended SICC pre-school, we
have regularly used the J for fitness/racketball/softball/basketball, attended many
lectures/movies/events and have family members who have worked for the J for decades.

The J is an essential part of our family, our community and our lives.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 year.

Thanks,

Aaron

Aaron Rosenstein
206-618-7261



EX11.115

Molly McGuire

From: Alan Rothblatt <amagiccarpet@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 12:24 PM

To: Planning Commission

Cc: Deb Estrada

Subject: SJCC

To Planning Commission,

| am writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial. | have been a member of the SJCC which provides
affordable and comprehensive facilities for residents of the region of all ages and ethnicities. The J
has been serving its community — as a community center — for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve
our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you.

Alan Rothblatt



EX11.116

Molly McGuire

From: austindcohn@gmail.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:48 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for SJICC Project

Hi,

| fully support the rezone on SJCC property so the SJCC can rebuild their facility as they see fit.
Thank you,

Austin Cohn

Austin Cohn
Principal
Wahl & Associates
M: 206.579.1344
www.wahlseattle.com

Washington Law of Real Estate Agency




EX11.117

Molly McGuire

From: Ava Raisi <ava.raisi@googlemail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 4:33 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

As a Mercer Island resident and a member of the ] community, | have seen how important the Stroum
Jewish Community Center is to our island. The J is much more than a building—it is a place where
families connect, children grow, seniors stay active, and people from all backgrounds come together
through recreation, education, wellness, and community events.

The J has long been an important part of Mercer Island and has served generations of families as a true
community gathering place. Updating the Comprehensive Plan and land use designation to reflect its
long-standing role is a practical and forward-looking decision that will allow the J to continue serving our
community for generations to come.

Please support this amendment and help ensure the J remains a vibrant part of Mercer Island’s future.

Thanks,
Ava



EX11.118

Molly McGuire

From: Avi Freedman <af@thefitnessoutlet.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:03 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

[State why you value the J, and your relationship with the J. For example: I’ve been coming to the J since...; My kids
have attended the J....; My family has used the J....]

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Avi Freedman
The Fitness Outlet, Inc



EX11.119

Molly McGuire

From: Barbara Cohen <cohenhead1®@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:25 AM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: SJCC

Dear Planning Commission,

“I'm writing to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.” The ] has been serving
the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. My hope is it
will be here for another 55. I am not a land-use expert, but I know for certain the ] has always
served the community as a gathering space, an activity center, a school, and as a place for
reflection and community — it has never been in single family use. As such, the city should
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps with the longstanding use of this property.
More importantly, it will allow the ] to continue to serve the Mercer Island community
without hindrance.

Please approve this amendment.

Barby Cohen,
Long time Mercer Islander and past daily user of The |

Sent from my iPad



EX11.120

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:05 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Blake Zhang <blake.x.zhang@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:12 AM

To: Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Re: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Thanks Deb. | want to add a bit more to my comment to the record on concerns. | don't mind JCC
modernizing their facility but they can do so without rezoning and they should be in compliance before
having a hearing.

- Existing record of noncompliance. | live across the street and the lighting is already illegally shining into
my window. The trees have also been trimmed down to what is required.

- Traffic and overflow parking. The property sits close to the I-90 interchange, and drop-off and pickup
traffic already backs up along East Mercer Way. A commercial rezone removes any limit on how much
bigger that gets. Parking also overflows to our street, sometimes partially blocking my and the
neighbhor's driveways

- Safety. Neighbors have already raised concerns about pedestrians and cyclists being pushed into the
road near the bus stop on this stretch. More traffic makes that worse.

- Fairness. Every other Conditional Use Permit property owner on Mercer Island operates within their
special zoning rules. The JCC should be held to the same standard.

- Property values. Neighbors' homes were bought and built around a residential zoning designation. A
commercial rezone next door changes that calculus for everyone nearby.

- Compliance. The JCC already operates under an existing Conditional Use Permit, and there are
reported violations of it on record. The city shouldn't be expanding what this property is allowed to do
while known compliance issues remain unresolved.

- Complete application. Part of the rezone application is missing information the applicant was required
to provide. The city shouldn't move forward on an incomplete application.

- Timing. The hearing is currently set for August 5, right in the middle of summer vacation, when many
residents are traveling and can't participate. Pushing it to September doesn't fix that either, since that's
back to school and just as hard for families to engage with. Ask the city to reschedule to no sooner than
October, so residents actually get a fair chance to weigh in.

On Tue, Jul 28, 2026 at 8:27 AM Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov> wrote:

Please accept my sincere apologies. | previously responded to your email regarding the SJCC’'s Comprehensive Plan
Amendment with information regarding the Comprehensive Plan and Growth Management Act (GMA) compliance
updates.



Staff recognizes and appreciates your public comment on the SICC’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment application.
Your comment has been saved in the project record, and you are now a Party of Record.

Delr

Deborah Estrada, MMC
Administrative Coordinator/Deputy City Clerk
City of Mercer Island - Community Planning & Development

206-275-7791 | www.mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW). The City of Mercer Island
utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City service hours of operation.

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:30 AM

To: 'Blake Zhang' <blake.x.zhang@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Thank you for taking the time to share your comments.

For the most current information regarding the Comprehensive Plan and Growth Management Act (GMA) compliance
updates, including the status of the adopted ordinances and related materials, please visit the City's Let's Talk Mercer
Island.

July 27 Update - https://letstalk.mercergov.org/comprehensive-plan-gma-compliance/news feed/city-council-adopts-
gma-compliance-ordinances

We appreciate your feedback and your continued involvement in the City's planning efforts.



Debr

Deborah Estrada, MMC
Administrative Coordinator/Deputy City Clerk
City of Mercer Island - Community Planning & Development

206-275-7791 | www.mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW). The City of Mercer Island
utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City service hours of operation.

From: Blake Zhang <blake.x.zhang@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, July 27, 2026 10:47 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Dear City of Mercer Island,

As aresident of Mercer Island, and based on my experience living across the street from JCC, | object to
rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal
being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school.

Thanks,

Blake

Blake Zhang

612-859-1233 | blake.x.zhang@gmail.com




Blake Zhang
612-859-1233 | blake.x.zhang@gmail.com




EX11.121

Molly McGuire

From: Bonnie Cape <bonnie@capefamily.org>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 5:57 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Planning Commission Public Hearing in support of the JCC

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.

The J was one of our first connections to our local Jewish community when my husband
and | moved to the Seattle area in 1993. Since then, our family has been a member of the
J consistently for over 30 years. It's where we took our kids to preschool for 9 consecutive
years, where they went to summer camp as young kids and where we work out almost
daily. The J where we met many of our closest friends today, dating back to the late 90’s.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over
55 years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality
and ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the
next 55 years.

Thank you,

Bonnie Cape

Bonnie Cape
425-785-8813

Tk




EX11.122

Molly McGuire

From: Candace Friedman <candacebfriedman@me.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 2:45 PM

To: Planning Commission

Cc: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: SJCC

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation
of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. My family has been a part of the | since

we moved to the Seattle area over 26 years ago and have Spent countless hours at
the SJCC. From pre-school to fitness classes, swim lessons to
fundraising events, lectures to cooking classes -- the ] has always
provided a rich and diverse menu of offerings for all ages.

The ] has been serving the Mercer Island community - as a community center - for over 55
years! Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and
ensue the ] can continue to serve our growing community and thrive for the next 55 years!

Many thanks,

Candace



EX11.123

Molly McGuire

From: Cindy Stratiner <cstratiner@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 9:49 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Amend JCC property to commercial

Hello.

My Name is Cindy Stratiner. | grew up in Bellevue and went to the JCC regularly with my
family. We played and participated in sports, we participated in all kinds of classes,
including art, music, theater, and | learned to swim at the JCC. We also came for
community. When | married and moved to Issaquah, we chose to send our 3 boys to
preschool at the JCC. They also did camps of all kinds and many sporting activities. We also
participated in community activities especially the Purim Carnival every year.

Now they bring their children (our grandchildren) to the JCC.

| urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial. The J has been serving the Mercer Island
community — as a community center — for over 55 years. My hope is it will be here for
another 55. | am not a land-use expert, but | know for certain the J has always served the
community as a gathering space, an activity center, a school, and as a place for reflection
and community — it has never been in single family use. As such, the city should align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps with the longstanding use of this property. More
importantly, it will allow the J to continue to serve the Mercer Island community without
hindrance.

| strongly recommend and hope that you will approve this comprehensive plan amendment.
Sincerely,

Cindy Stratiner

cstratiner@gmail.com



EX11.124

Molly McGuire

From: Andy Harris <Andrewt@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:58 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: JCC zoning

We are writing to strongly urge the planning commission to grant the zoning variance requested by the
Stroum Jewish Community Center to make critically needed improvements to existing structures and for
a much-needed expansion. JCC programing is a magnet for a significant number of Mercer Island
residents of all denominations, as everyone is welcome at the JCC.

The JCC Preschool, After School Day Care and Summer Day-Camp programs are of the best in the region
and are almost always full. So many Mercer Island parents rely on the JCC as a safe, nurturing
environment for their children to be cared for, taught and encouraged, while they are at work, taking care
of elderly parents or engaged in other activities.

The combination of the JCC gymnasium, workout rooms, sports courts, pool and locker rooms are, by
far, the best combined facilities on the Island, and available to all Islanders. The senior fithness and
social programming is also unmatched on the Island. The auditorium hosts performing arts
programming as well as the Seattle Jewish Film Festival. However, this, and so much more, is all being
accomplished in an old facility that is badly in need of upgrading or, in some cases, replacing with newer,
larger and more energy-efficient facilities.

With its growing popularity, the JCC needs upgrading and expanding to meet the needs our

community. Without it, The JCC may have no choice but to find a city that appreciates and welcomes the
services that the JCC uniquely offers to a surrounding community. We have not doubt that the presence
of the JCC on Mercer Island is a strong reason people choose to live here. Please don’t force them to
search elsewhere for a supportive local government. Please don’t allow a few vocal objectors to drive
one of Mercer Island’s most cherished and utilized resources to relocate elsewhere.

Sincerely,

Carol and Andy Harris
50 year Ml residents



EX11.125

Molly McGuire

From: Daniel Friedman <danielbfriedman@icloud.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 2:56 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

| attended preschool at the JCC in the early 1970’s and more recently my kids attended preschool there too. It has
been a center of activity in our community for both religious and secular events it’s entire existence. When | found
out the land is still zoned as single family use, | initially laughed and thought it was a joke, or some silly error that
never got corrected many years ago. It’s time to fix that.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

As Mercer Island works to develop its density “downtown” and now has functioning light rail, the need for nearby
community services adds even more value. The Jis a large and active preschool, fitness center, place for
community events, lectures, and other activities for members, non-members, and everyone in the area.

Itis especially important at a time when anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sentiment is rising, that our community
actually increase the engagement and cross-religious bonds that the J provides. Please support the J in expanding
its mission to do exactly that.

Sincerely,

Dan Friedman
Mercer Island



EX11.126

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:03 AM

To: Daniel Kezner

Subject: RE: Support the SJCC Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Staff recognizes and appreciates your public comment on the SJCC's Comprehensive Plan Amendment application. Your
comment has been saved in the project record, and you are now a Party of Record.

If you would like to know more about the Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment and
Rezone Project, please see the Project Website (https://letstalk.mercergov.org/sjcc-cpa-rezone-project) for more
information and supporting documents.

Best,

Delr

Deborah Estrada, MMC

Administrative Coordinator/Deputy City Clerk

City of Mercer Island - Community Planning & Development
206-275-7791 | www.mercerisland.gov

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56 RCW). The City of Mercer Island
utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program Information page for City service hours of operation.

From: Daniel Kezner <dan@keznerconsulting.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:39 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp <alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>;
Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support the SICC Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Dan Kezner
7248 SE 27th Street
Mercer Island, WA 98040

I am writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan and changing the designation of
the Stroum Jewish Community Center property from single family to commercial.

| have lived on Mercer Island for most of my life, and the JCC has been one of the most important and
frequently used community assets in my experience. In high school, | attended youth group meetings
there and formed friendships that have lasted a lifetime. | worked out at the JCC for more than 20 years,
and both of my children attended preschool there for five years each. Today, my sons attend the same
youth group meetings that | attended when | was their age.



For more than 55 years, the JCC has served as a true community center for Mercer Island. It is part of the
identity and fabric of the Island, supporting children, families, adults, and seniors in countless ways. The
proposed improvements are necessary to ensure that the JCC can continue meeting the needs of our
community for generations to come.

Please align the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps with the reality of how this property has long
been used. Updating the designation will help the JCC remain on Mercer Island, make needed
improvements, and continue serving the community for the next 55 years and beyond. These
improvements will provide significant benefits to the entire Island, and it would be a great loss if they
were unable to move forward.

Sincerely,

Dan Kezner

Daniel Kezner

President

Kezner Consulting Group

m: 206-715-0881

e: dan@keznerconsulting.com
www.keznerconsulting.com

www.linkedin.com/in/daniel-kezner

KEZNER

CONSULTING GROUP




EX11.127

Molly McGuire

From: David Youssefnia <dyoussefnia@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:32 PM

To: Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council; Planning Commission
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission and City Council

| encourage you to support amending the Comprehensive Plan to redesignate the SJCC property from
single-family to commercial.

For my family, the J has been much more than a building. All three of my children attended preschool
there, and as they grew, they participated in camps and other programs that helped make the J a central
part of their childhood. Today, it continues to be a place where adults gather, families connect, and our
community comes together.

That experience isn’t unique to my family. For more than 55 years, the J has been a cornerstone of Mercer
Island—a place that serves young families, children, teens, older adults, and people from every corner of
our community. It has long functioned as a true community center, and its land use designation should
reflect that reality.

Updating the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps is a practical, common-sense step that recognizes
how the property has served Mercer Island for decades. More importantly, it will help ensure the J can

continue to evolve, serve future generations, and remain a vibrant community asset for the next 55 years
and beyond.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Thanks,

David Youssefnia
917-701-9143



EX11.128

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Schweikert <debagrin@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:56 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

The J has been an invaluable place for our kids since we moved to Mercer Island in 2020. They have attended
preschool, afterschool programs, swim lessons, and J camp each year since then.

And we’re an example of just one of many many families that rely on the J. The J has been serving the Mercer Island
community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Best,
Deb Schweikert



EX11.129

Molly McGuire

From: Dodi Nov <drdodi@bellevuesmiles.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:15 PM

To: Council; Planning Commission; Deb Estrada; Alison Van Gorp
Subject: Support for SJICC

As a resident of Mercer Island I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. Igrew up there from summer camp to my first
job. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.



EX11.130

Molly McGuire

From: Ellen Brin <elstation@aol.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 9:39 PM
To: Planning Commission

Subject: request from ellen rosenstein brin

Dear Planning Commission,

| am writing to urge your support to amend the comprehensive plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from family to commercial.

After moving from the Midwest, my family found the SJCC to be an integral part of our lives and a
main reason we chose Mercer Island.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Sincerely,

Ellen Rosenstein Brin



EX11.131

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:22 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: erik.laursen48@gmail.com <erik.laursen48@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 12:06 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Dear Sirs,

I’'m a resident of Mercer Island, and object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office.

This sets a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential
community.

| further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school.”

Sincerely,

Erik D. Laursen

6204 E. Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040
Tel: 206.816.4579



EX11.132

Molly McGuire

From: seehuge@aol.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 3:08 PM
To: Planning Commission
Subject: In Support of JCC Renovation

Planning Commission
| am writing to strongly express my support for the Stroum JCC and its plan to update the facility.

| have been a member of the JCC for about 15 years, using its fitness facility 3 days a week for 60-70
minute workouts. | received my PhD from the UW in nuclear engineering more than 50 years ago
and worked at Boeing for 24 years where | achieved the level of Technical Fellow. Thus, | believe
that | am a good judge of excellence in Seattle institutions. The J operates at a high level, but the
facility is old and could use renovation, which | strongly support.

Thank you,
Dr. Eugene Normand
email: seehuge@aol.com



EX11.133

Molly McGuire

From: E Jimenez <sra.ejimenez@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 2:38 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: Support for the Comprehensive Plan Amendment for the SJCC Property

Dear Members of the Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council,

| am writing to respectfully urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SICC (The J) property from single-family to commercial.

| have lived on Mercer Island for many years and have witnessed firsthand the tremendous value that
The J brings to our community. For more than 55 years, it has never functioned as a single-family
property. Instead, it has served as a true community center that welcomes everyone, regardless of their
religious beliefs or background. Over the years, | have had the privilege of participating in many activities
atThe J.

| have attended educational programs, community events, and fithess classes, and | have seen children,
families, adults, and seniors all benefit from what this special place offers. The fitness and wellness
programs are especially important for many older adults, providing opportunities to stay active, healthy,
and socially connected. The J truly offers something meaningful for every generation.

One of the things | admire most is that The J creates a welcoming environment where people feel they
belong. It brings neighbors together, builds friendships, supports families, and strengthens the sense of
community that makes Mercer Island such a wonderful place to live. Countless children have grown up
participating in programs there, and many adults continue to benefit from its services throughout their
lives.

Like many community facilities that have served for decades, the building now needs significant care and
investment. | believe that updating the property's designation to reflect its longstanding community use
will help ensure that these improvements can happen and allow The J to continue serving Mercer Island
for generations to come. This change would not only recognize the reality of how the property has been
used for decades, but it would also enable it to better meet the

needs of our growing and evolving community while continuing to be a good neighbor.

Please approve this amendment to the Comprehensive Plan and align the land use designation with the
property's historic and ongoing role as a community center. Doing so will help ensure that The J
continues to enrich the lives of Mercer Island residents for the next 55 years and beyond.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and for your service to our community.

Sincerely,

Evelyn Jimenez

9208 SE 33rd St

Mercer Island. WA 98040






EX11.134

Molly McGuire

From: Ginger Howse <gingrhowse@me.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:24 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial. I’ve been coming to the J since 2014 and | would like to continue my activities at
the Jfor along time to come.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for listening!

Ginger Howe

206-696-1464



EX11.135

Molly McGuire

From: Janis L Abkowitz <janabk@uw.edu>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 4:44 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

My family has been members of the J for many years. Our two children had swimming lessons there and
attended day camps during the summer and school holidays. | played on a women's basketball league
and still use the gym. It is a community center for everyone, not a single family use area.

Please change the desighation so appropriate upgrades can occur to assure that the facility is safe and
can continue to thrive.

Thank you,
Jan Abkowitz



EX11.136

Molly McGuire

From: Jean Greaves <jeangreaves@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:09 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: SJCC zoning designation

Hello,

I'm writing to request support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the SJCC property
designation from single family to commercial. It occupies space that is clearly not a single-family
neighborhood, and its ability to meet its stated mission means that it must be able to maintain and
upgrade its facilities going forward.

| am a member of SJCC primarily to use its athletic facilities, including the pool. Theirs is the only
comprehensive sports facility on Mercer Island that is financially accessible to most. The Beach Club,
Country Club, and Shore Club are out of reach for many. Other athletic options are typically single
focus. The J’s fitness classes and equipment, including swim lessons and aqua classes, are an
invaluable resource for me and for the community.

In addition to fitness, the SJCC offers preschool, summer camps, and other programming for kids and
families, regardless of faith tradition. When my kids were young they were able to attend camps,
theater, and dance at SJCC along with many of their friends.

SJCC has been serving as a community center on Mercer Island for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure that it can continue thrive on
Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thanks,
Jean Greaves

7428 91st Ave. SE
Mercer Island



EX11.137

Molly McGuire

From: Jessi Wasson <jessiwasson@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 9:04 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: Amy Lavin

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

My name is Jessi Wasson and | am the Deputy Director for Inspire Washington, former staff at Youth Theatre NW
and the JCC, as well as a 12 year resident of Mercer Island. The J is an integral part of the Mercer Island community
and deserves to upgrade to better serve your constituents and the region.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our

community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Jessi Wasson

Sent from my iPad



EX11.138

Molly McGuire

From: Joel Feldman <revjoelfeldman@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:22 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

My very first memories in life were at the SJCC. This place is so vital for our community and has been a
place to connect with the Jewish Community and the Mercer Island community as well. This is a multi-
generational asset and needs to be updated. I'm 50 years old and much of the structure hasn't been
changed since | was a preschool but the community is nearly 3x the size.

We need a welcoming, safe and modern space to welcome the Jewish Community and the greater
community as a whole!

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J

can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thanks for your consideration!

Joel Feldman
Mercer Island Alumni (class of 95), SJCC Alumni, Co Founder Ml Lacrosse Club, BBYO Alumni

206-551-3981



EX11.139

Molly McGuire

From: Julie Hirsch <juliehirsch17@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 6:11 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: SJCC

Dear Planning Commission, | am urging you to switch the status of SICC from single family to
commercial usage. | have lived in Seattle for 59 years, and the SICC has always been a recreational
facility since inception 55 years ago.

The SICC provides affordable opportunities for health and wellness, on Mercer Island. No one is turned
away for lack of funds, and it is a warm and welcoming place for all.

| take numerous classes and swim at the SICC, and | have participated in its beloved water aerobics that
is largely made up of seniors.

A son of a friend of mine has gained employment experience working as a lifeguard. What a joy it was for
me to see the teenagers participating in lifeguard training.

The SJCC is an iconic institution on Mercer Island, and | urge you to approve the comprehensive plan
amendment for the SJCC to be considered commercial usage.

Thank you,

Julie Hirsch

361593 Ave SE

Mercer Island, WA 98040
206.383.9842
Juliehirsch17@outlook.com



EX11.140

Molly McGuire

From: ronjuliess@gmail.com

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 9:12 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Dear Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

I’'ve been a member of the SJCC for at least 10 years and have found the center to be truly inclusive of
our community. | participate in fitness and various other activities and feel that | am part of a very
supportive community that includes all races & religions. | especially enjoy seeing the pre-school and
camp children in the pool, garden, hallways and gym.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55

years. Like any property of that age, itis in sore need of updating, especially for ADA, and that apparently
requires this change in zoning. It only makes sense to align that reality and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

| am frustrated that this item has been on the docket for almost two years and public consideration has
been expected and anticipated. Council and the City guaranteed immediate consideration as soon as
other State growth management matters were addressed, and that time is now. Please support the
change from single family to commercial zoning.

Thank you,

Julie Sarkissian



EX11.141

Molly McGuire

From: Kalai Socha-Leialoha <kalai@socha.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 6:53 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from
single-family to commercial.

For decades, my family and | have attended many various events at the SICC, most of which are educational and always
in a very friendly social environment. As I'm sure you are aware, this type of activity is what our world desperately needs
these days.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community —as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community and
thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Kalai Socha-Leialoha



EX11.142

Molly McGuire

From: Kimberly Spears Florence <kimberly.spears@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 2:51 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for the Re-Zoning of the JCC

Dear Planning Commission Members,

| am writing to express my support for the re-zoning of the JCC property that will be voted on in the August
5th Planning meeting. The JCC is a bedrock institution on Mercer Island. It has faithfully served multiple
generations on this Island and deserves a makeover and that can't be done without the necessary re-
zoning. A small group of loud and opinionated individuals on this Island continue to hamper progress and
essential development. The Planning Commission should not allow what happened to the schools and
city hall to happento the JCC. | hope you will vote to affirm the re-zoning of the JCC.

With gratitude for all you do!
Kim

Kimberly Florence



EX11.143

Molly McGuire

From: Laurie Koehler <callbutch@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 8:44 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

We have been members of the J for 48 years. | have lived on the Island since 1960. My children and grand children
attended the preschool and used the many programs offered by the J. It is an integral part of our family life on the
Island. We need to continue its useful life.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you Laurie and Randy Koehler

3056 70th Ave SE

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.144

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:19 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

@Molly McGuire Please see Ms. Pedee’s additional comments below:

Debr

From: Lisa Pedee <lisamp@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:56 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Re: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Dear City Clerk,

I'm writing to add additional information to my earlier comment objecting to the JCC rezone from Commercial Office
designation, to be considered at the August 5th meeting.

Since submitting my initial comment, I've learned of two additional concerns that | believe the council should weigh before
moving forward:

e Compliance: The JCC already operates under an existing Conditional Use Permit, and there are reported
violations of that permit on record. The city should not expand what this property is permitted to do while known
compliance issues remain unresolved.

e Incomplete application: Part of the rezone application is missing information the applicant was required to
provide. The city should not move forward on an incomplete application.

| also want to note that other Conditional Use Permit property owners on Mercer Island operate within their zoning rules,
and the JCC should be held to that same standard.

Given these outstanding issues, | renew my request that the council delay this hearing, ideally to no sooner than October,
to allow time for these matters to be resolved and for residents to participate fully.

Lisa Pedee

9317 SE 36th Street
206 412 8230

On Tue, Jul 28, 2026 at 11:15 AM Lisa Pedee <lisamp@gmail.com> wrote:

Dear City Clerk,

As aresident of Mercer Island living near 36th street & East Mercer Way, | object to the proposal to
rezone the JCC property to Commercial Office, to be considered at the August 5th council meeting.

This rezone sets a troubling precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of remaining a
premier residential community. Two specific concerns:

e Spot zoning: This parcel would become an island of Commercial Office surrounded by residential
zoning, a classic spot-zoning problem that invites legal challenge.



¢ Precedent for adjacent parcels: Once this parcel converts, it becomes harder to deny similar
requests nearby, and this decision would set a pattern others could point to.

I'm also concerned about the timing of this hearing. The councilisn't holding regular meetings in August
due to summer recess, yet this item is being allowed to proceed during a period when many residents
are on vacation or preparing for back to school, limiting the public's ability to weigh in.

I urge the council to reconsider this rezone, or at minimum delay the hearing to a date that allows for full
public participation.

Thank you,

Lisa Pedee

9317 SE 36th Street
2064128230



EX11.145

Molly McGuire

From: MARY CLARFELD <m.clarfeld@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 12:00 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC

Dear Planning Commission, Ms Vangorp and Ms Estrada, and to the City Council of Mercer Island:
I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial.

My grandchildren have benefited greatly from programs at the J, and from summer camp - currently
one of my older grandchildren is working at the camp and is thrilled to have the opportunity. The J is
welcoming to all people, and is a critical community asset to Mercer Island and the other areas of
King County.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years!
The buildings are long past the need for a new center, and there are many ideas and future plans that
need a larger, more coordinated space to come true.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,
Mary W Clarfeld



EX11.146

Molly McGuire

From: Melissa Benaroya <melissa@benaroya.net>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:20 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for SJCC!

To the Planning Commission, Alison, Deb, and City Council

I’m reaching out to ask you to support updating the Comprehensive Plan to designate the SICC property
as commercial rather than single-family residential.

My husband grew up at the J, and both my kids went to preschool and summer camps atthe J. The
community and all that the J has to offer have been a big part of all of their childhoods. And it stillis a
source of community and connection as we have moved through our adult lives.

For more than 55 years, the J has been an important part of Mercer Island, serving as a community
gathering place and providing programs, resources, and connections for people of all ages. Its current
use clearly reflects its role as a community center, and the Comprehensive Plan should recognize that
reality.

I hope you will support bringing the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps into alignment with the J’s
longstanding use and purpose. Doing so will help ensure that the J can continue to be a vibrant and
valuable part of Mercer Island for generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration and for supporting the future of our community.

Warmly,

Melissa Benaroya

xl

This message may contain CONFIDENTIAL information. If this message was sent to you in error, any use, disclosure, or
distribution of its contents is strictly prohibited. If you receive this message in error, please contact me at the phone number or email address above and delete
this message without printing, copying, or forwarding it to any person.

When you choose to communicate Patient Identifiable Information by responding to this email, you are consenting to the associated email
risks. Please note that email is not secure, and | cannot guarantee that the information transmitted will remain confidential.



EX11.147

Molly McGuire

From: Clarfeld, Michael <MClarfeld@clearbridge.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:37 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Supporting the JCC's development plans

| grew up on Mercer Island and the JCC played a formative role in my childhood. | went to preschool
there, attended afterschool care there, played sports there and made lifelong friendships there.

Today, my own kids attend summer camp there.

The JCC has been a foundational community organization on Mercer Island for decades and a force for
good on the Island. Forthe JCC to continue to thrive in the future, it needs to be able to redevelop its
facilities and expand its footprint.

The city of Mercer Island should both welcome this invest in the community and approve it.
Thank You.

Michael Clarfeld
Cell 646-373-1368

Important: This email is not an offer to buy or sell any securities. For complete information on any
products discussed including risks, fees, and offering documents please visit the appropriate website
(https://www.franklintempleton.com, https://www.franklintempletonoffshore.com). The content of this
email, including any links, is for the intended recipient's use only. The security or delivery of electronic
mail sent through the internet is not guaranteed. It is therefore recommended that you do not send
messages including certain information to us via electronic mail, including social security numbers,
account numbers, personal identification numbers, time-sensitive or action-oriented requests including
authorization to "buy" or "sell" a security, or instructions to conduct any other financial transaction. Such
requests, orders, or instructions will not be processed until the distributor confirms your instructions or
obtain appropriate written documentation where necessary. Franklin Distributors, LLC is a FINRA/SIPC
member and subsidiary of Franklin Resources, Inc.

This email may be deemed to be a commercial electronic mail message. To update your Franklin
Templeton email preferences or unsubscribe please click here
https://pages.to.franklintempleton.com/update-email-preferences.html.

This message may contain information that is legally privileged or confidential. If you received this
transmission in error, please notify the sender by reply email, and delete the message and any
attachments. This transmission is believed to be defect free; however, no responsibility is accepted by
the sender for damage arising from its receipt.

All email and instant messages (including attachments) sent to or from Franklin Templeton (FT)
personnel may be retained, monitored and/or reviewed by FT and its agents, or other authorized parties
1



as disclosed in Franklin Templeton’s Privacy Notice, without further notice or consent. Refer to our
country/region specific Privacy & Cookies Notice, which you can read here
http://www.franklintempletonglobal.com/privacy to learn more. Depending on your location, other
privacy laws and regulations may also apply to you.




EX11.148

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:09 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

@Molly McGuire - please note Ms. MacCormack's question at the end of her comments.

Deb

From: Nancy MacCormack <nancyjmaccormack@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 10:50 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island who drives on East Mercer every day, | object to rezoning the JCC property to
Commercial Office.

Traffic already backs up multiple times a day during camp and school drop off and pick up times interfering with
Mercer Island residents access to and from [-90 and East Mercer Way.

And there is another school that was approved across the street when road capacity is already maxed out.
The JCC and schools need to build additional capacity for vehicles on site, stagger their pickups, or find another
way to manage their traffic so that they do not overwhelm city streets and I-90 ramps and block access for

residents who do not have another way to get out of their neighborhood.

Was there a traffic study with this application or any mitigation agreed to by the JCC, French American School or
the new school?



EX11.149

Molly McGuire

From: Nicola Thornton <chockelet@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 9:30 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

The J has become a big part of my life over the past 4 years, allowing me to connect to the wider community as | work towards
my own personal betterment. | discovered the exercise classes at the J through a friend while looking for avenues for weight
loss. As someone who struggled to find enjoyment in exercise her whole life, the J's classes provided not only the guidance |
needed to stick to a consistent plan, but an encouraging community that enabled me to, through commitment and
perseverance, lose over 50lbs and return to a much healthier version of myself.

But these classes are not the only reason | value the J. While the exercise classes the J provides have been stellar for my
personal health, the community that the J provides has been even greater. Through the J, | have had the privilege of meeting
the amazing people of Mercer Island and greater King County. I’m not a particularly social person, and after moving to the
Seattle area with my family, | struggled to make new connections out here. But through the community that the J provides, I've
found a great place that | feel at home, with friendly people with whom | can connect. It’s done so much for me, | can only
imagine how much it has helped the wider Mercer Island community.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Regards

Nicola Thornton



EX11.150

Molly McGuire

From: Pam Feinstein <pam@chutzpa.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 8:24 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: SJCC

| want to urge you to support the change in designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial
zoning. The J has been a part of the Mercer Island community for over 55 years and has been a centerpoint of my
life for almost 50 years. It’s where | met my first group of close friends when our children were in preschool. And,
as a “mature” adult, it’s where | met my most recent group of good friends..in the J pool in Aquafit. These friends
are women from all kinds of backgrounds and people | wouldn’t have met without the JCC. We get together outside
the J as well and utilize many of the Island’s cafes, restaurants and other businesses.

The J has always been an open and very welcoming place for everyone and anyone, with friendly faces around
every corner. Honestly, as a retiree, | would be at a loss of what to do and where to go if | didn’t have the JCC. Also |
can’t tell you how many older women in the Aquafit classes have talked about finally finding real friends by joining
the J.

We need the JCC and we need to be able to grow and welcome more people into its school, its camps, its
arts/lecture programs and its pool and fitness center/classes. Itis truly a community center and | ask that you
align the comprehensive plan/land use maps with the actual use of the property so that it can continue to thrive
and serve our community.

Thank you.

Pam Feinstein



EX11.151

Mollx McGuire

From: Paul Amato <pra717@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:14 AM

To: Alison Van Gorp; Planning Commission; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Mercer Isalnd SJCC

Dear Members of the Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council,

My name is Paul Amato. As a 51-year-old resident and a parent of three children, I am writing
to share my strong support for the Stroum Jewish Community Center and its future on our
island. My family and I use the SJCC regularly, whether for fitness, youth programs, or
gathering with friends, and I am proud to count myself among the thousands of community
members whose daily lives are enriched by what the | offers.

Over the decades, the SJCC has served as far more than just a facility. It is a vital anchor for
Mercer Island—a place where children grow up learning, playing, and making lifelong
friendships, where adults stay active and connected, and where community members of all
backgrounds find a welcoming home for reflection, celebration, and connection. The value the
] provides to our island is immeasurable, offering accessible health and wellness, educational
programs, and cultural enrichment that strengthen the social fabric of our entire city.

[ am here to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. The | has been serving the
Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. My hope is it will be
here for another 55. [ am not a land-use expert, but I know for certain the ] has always served
the community as a gathering space, an activity center, a school, and as a place for reflection
and community — it has never been in single family use. As such, the city should align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps with the longstanding use of this property. More
importantly, it will allow the ] to continue to serve the Mercer Island community without
hindrance.

For over half a century, the SJCC has proven itself to be a deeply committed and caring
neighbor, continuously adapting to meet the evolving needs of our growing population.
Updating the land-use designation simply recognizes the reality of what this site has been
since 1969, giving this indispensable institution the regulatory clarity it needs to update its
aging facilities and continue its mission for generations to come.

[ strongly recommend approval of this comprehensive plan amendment. Thank you for your
time, your service to our city, and your thoughtful consideration of Mercer Island's future.

Sincerely,

Paul Amato






EX11.152

Molly McGuire

From: Peter Sadowski <peterjsadowski@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:11 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Letter of Support for Amendment to Comprehensive Plan

Dear Planning Commission;

As a Mercer Island resident, | am emailing you to support the proposed amendment to the
Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from single family to commercial.

The J has been an anchor institution for the Mercer Island community for many years, and the city should
enable it to continue serving this role by aligning the comprehensive plan and land use maps with the J's
current use. The J helps me feel connected to my neighbors and invested in the island, and my

daughter is enrolled in the early childcare program there. While | understand there are important trade-
offs in this decision, there is tremendous value in enabling the J to thrive and undergo improvements, and
I urge you to support the proposed amendment.

Peter Sadowski
7853 SE 27th St
Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.153

Molly McGuire

From: Ronen Elad <ronenelad73@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 6:00 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

When | was growing up in the 80s and 90s, the J was my second home. | would be there multiple times a
week after school and on weekends to play basketball, work out and attend youth programs. Today, my
kids attend camp at the J, where | used to be a counselor. | want to make sure the J is positioned to have
an impact on my kids’ and future generations like it was able to positively impact mine.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can

continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for considering my note,
Ronen Elad

Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.154

Molly McGuire

From: RE Miller <oogiyot4@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:08 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Planning Commission Hearing 8/5/26

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designhation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial. As retirees, my husband and | attend many
programs here. Additionally, my grandchildren attend daycare here. This is a place of safe haven in
a city that does not always welcome people of the Jewish faith. The J has been serving the Mercer
Island community - as a community center - for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Ruth Miller

"Promise me you'll always remember that you're braver than you believe, stronger than you
seem, and smarter than you think." ~Christopher Robin



EX11.155

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:02 AM

To: Sara Eizen

Subject: RE: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Staff recognizes and appreciates your public comment on the SJICC’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment
application. Your comment has been saved in the project record, and you are now a Party oZRecord.

IZlyou would like to know more about the Stroum Jewish Community Center Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment
and Rezone Project, please see the Project Website
(https://gcc02.salklinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fletstalk.mercergov.org%2Fsjcc-cpa-
rezone-
project&data=05%7C02%7Cmolly.mcguire%40mercerisland.gov%7Cb9%93ca2d714370b4c908deed8ac165%7C
ced2aa098b804de2b9dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C639209377358017454%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d
8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsILYiOilwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiIOiJXaW4zMilsIkFOIljoiTWFpbClslldUIjoyM%3D%3D %7
C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2v8ZSe%2BVOTqC19ZxSxP8D0Opy706pPZjZENN6MEA648g%3D&reserved=0) Zr more
infbrmation and supporting documents.

Best,
Deb

Deborah Estrada, MMC

Administrative Coordinator/Deputy City Clerk City oZMercer Island - Community Planning & Development
206-275-7791 |
https://gcc02.salklinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mercerisland.gov%2F&data=05%7C0
2%7Cmolly.mcguire%40mercerisland.gov%7Cb9%93ca2d714370b4c908deed8ac165%7Cced2aa098b804de2b9
dd7410b6965ed0%7C0%7C0%7C639209377358048059%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiO
nRydWUsILlYiOilwLjAuMDAwWMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMilslkFOljoiTWFpbClsildUljoy™%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sda
ta=ROn6vM1Z2J21SWaUDeEIVV%2Fw2sTPZy8Vn%2FgV0Caq9R08%3D&reserved=0

Notice: Emails and attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act (chapter 42.56
RCW). The City oIMercer Island utilizes a hybrid working environment. Please see the City’s Facility and Program
InFbrmation page or City service hours olfloperation.

From: Sara Eizen <saranneizen@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 2:24 PM

To: Planning Commission <Planning.Commission@mercergov.org>; Alison Van Gorp
<alison.vangorp@mercergov.org>; Deb Estrada <Deborah.Estrada@mercerisland.gov>; Council
<council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change r the SICC

To the Members oflthe Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation offithe SICC property
Erom single-PAmily to commercial.



The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center br all - 2or over 55 years and is a
crucial part oflthe greater Seattle Jewish community at large.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island Por the next 55 years.

Sincerely,
Sara Eizen



EX11.156

Molly McGuire

From: Sarah Kopelovich, PhD <skopelovich@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 12:41 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC: Support of amending the Comprehensive Plan

Hello,

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation
of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. | moved here from the east

coast, where large metropolitan areas have thriving JCCs that serve their communities. The
JCC on Mercer Island serves this same, important role. From childcare, to cultural events, arts,
the fitness center and basketball courts, the JCC is a lifeline to families through the Greater
Seattle area.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the ]
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next century.

Kind regards,
Sarah Kopelovich
Private Citizen, Greater Seattle Area



EX11.157

Molly McGuire

From: Shauna Swerland <swerland@fueltalent.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 7:54 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission and City Council-

I encourage you to support amending the Comprehensive Plan to redesignate the SJCC property
from single-family to commercial.

For my family, the ] has been much more than a building. All three of my children attended
preschool there, and as they grew, they participated in camps and other programs that helped
make the J a central part of their childhood. Today, it continues to be a place where adults gather,
families connect, and our community comes together.

That experience isn’t unique to my family. For more than 55 years, the ] has been a cornerstone of
Mercer Island—a place that serves young families, children, teens, older adults, and people from
every corner of our community. It has long functioned as a true community center, and its land
use designation should reflect that reality.

Updating the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps is a practical, common-sense step that
recognizes how the property has served Mercer Island for decades. More importantly, it will help
ensure the J can continue to evolve, serve future generations, and remain a vibrant community
asset for the next 55 years and beyond.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration.

Shauna Swerland

Founder & CEO | Fuel Talent

917.804.1296 |swerland@fueltalent.com

www.fueltalent.com

My LinkedIn




EX11.158

Molly McGuire

From: Zach Stroum <stroum@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 11:48 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Please Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

Members of the Planning Commission,

| am a third generation Stroum who grew up on Mercer Island and currently resides a bridge away in Lake
Hills, Bellevue. Growing up at the JCC and being surrounded by Jewish culture seemed like a given as a
child. Only as | grew older and became a parent myself did | realize how incredibly rare an organization
and campus like the SICC is.

The most common question | get when | suggest someone join is whether they must be Jewish to belong.
My answer is simple: No, it's for everyone. When | visit, | see people of all backgrounds, faiths,
orientations, and incomes sharing a safe space to relax, learn, exercise, or even take a break from
parenting for just a moment. Right now my two daughters are at summer camp there (which they look
forward to throughout the school year). This allows me to work full time to support my family and be
present for them at the end of the day.

However, the current facility and its zoning make it difficult to maintain and expand the services it
provides to the community. The preservation of Mercer Island's environment and character through
zoning laws is entirely understandable. | also believe we can agree that the SJCC campus is not a single-
family home. | also believe that a modernized, ADA-accessible campus (subject to the same land use
regulations and public processes the rest of the island has followed) would benefit Mercer Island by
attracting families and their business here. Thoughtful leadership by the Commission in this instance
would result in a win for the community and the city, demonstrating to the region that Mercer Island is
and will continue to be one of the best places to live and visit.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

-Zach Stroum



EX11.159

Molly McGuire

From: Akili Lawson <AkiliL@sjcc.org>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:25 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: The Heart of Our Community: Unwavering Support for the Jewish Community Center

Dear Mercer Island City Officials and Community Leaders,

| am writing to you today to express my absolute, unwavering support for the Jewish Community Center
and its reselling and redevelopment efforts.

While | cannot be at the upcoming meeting to speak in person on August 5th, itis crucial to me that my
voice is on the record. | stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the Jewish community, and | want to make it
unequivocally clear how vital this institution is to the very soul of Mercer Island.

Through my daily work in early childhood education, | see firsthand exactly what it takes to build a strong
foundation for the next generation. It takes safe spaces, shared resources, and a true sense of belonging.

The JCCisn’tjust a building; itis a lifeline. It is where our families grow in parallel, where our children
learn, and where the fabric of our city is woven together. When we support spaces like this, we are
investing in the health and future of everyone who lives here.

diminishing this center is not an option. We need to fiercely protect and advocate for the spaces that
keep our community tight-knit and vibrant.

| strongly urge the council and community leaders to clear the path for the JCC’s plans. Let’s ensure this
incredible community cornerstone continues to thrive for generations to come.

Thank you for your time and for prioritizing the people of Mercer Island.
Sincerely,

Akili Lawson
206-578-9797
Akili.j.lawson@gmail.com



EX11.160

Molly McGuire

From: Alan Waldbaum <alanwaldbaum@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 2:18 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Cc: Kim Waldbaum

Subject: Please Support Rezoning the SJICC Property to Reflect its Longstanding Community Role

Dear Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council Members,

We are writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) property from single-family residential to commercial.

The SJCC has been serving the Mercer Island community as a community center for more than 55 years. We
respectfully ask that the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps be updated to reflect that longstanding
reality and to ensure that the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next
55 years.

Our family's connection to the SICC spans generations and has shaped some of the most important
experiences of our lives. We have grandparents who were members, both sets of our parents were members,
and now our family of five are members.

Between the two of us, we attended preschool at "the J" (as we affectionately refer to the SICC), took swim
lessons and gymnastics classes there as children, participated in youth groups as teenagers, and worked out at
the J through our young adulthood.

As adults, we met each other while working out at the J's fitness center and began dating soon afterward. We
played softball and basketball through the J's sports leagues, and after we married, we settled in Bellevue,
where we have lived for the past 25 years.

Even though we do not live on Mercer Island, the SJICC continues to draw us to the Island on an almost daily
basis. We regularly use the fitness center, pool, and gym. Our children attended preschool there, took
swimming lessons there, participated in youth groups and sports programs there, and now use the fitness
facilities themselves.

Our story also highlights something important about the SICC's impact beyond its campus. Families like ours
who live off-island make frequent trips to Mercer Island because of the J. Before and after our visits, we
regularly shop at Mercer Island grocery stores and pharmacies, buy books, purchase gas, dine at local
restaurants and cafés, and use local businesses and services. The SICC is an economic driver that brings
thousands of visitors and customers to Mercer Island businesses every year.

The reality is that the J has operated as a community center for decades and has become an integral part of
the social, recreational, educational, and economic fabric of Mercer Island. The facility is also in need of
significant modernization and reinvestment to continue serving current and future generations. If the zoning
designation is not updated to support the J's long-term viability and redevelopment needs, Mercer Island risks
losing not only a cherished community institution, but also the economic activity generated by families like
ours who choose Mercer Island because of the SJCC.



We strongly encourage you to approve the Comprehensive Plan amendment and redesignate the SICC
property from single-family residential to commercial. Doing so will align the City's planning documents with
the property's actual use, recognize the J's more than half-century of service to the community, and help
ensure that this invaluable institution can continue to benefit Mercer Island residents and visitors alike for
generations to come.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Alan Waldbaum
Kim Muscatel Waldbaum



EX11.161

Molly McGuire

From: Alexis Rubenstein <alexis@foundationgroupre.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:56 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

The other day | went to the JCC for the first time in a few years to enjoy my new hobby, Mah Jonng. It was
not a particularly warm day but the room we were in was stuffy, hot, and humid. It struck me as the
building has not changed since | went to preschool there 40+ years ago.

The SJCC and its facilities serve a wide range of Mercer Island residents and provide tremendous
educational, recreational, cultural, and community services. To ensure that the organization can
continue meeting the needs of our community, | strongly urge you to support amending the
Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single-family residential to
commercial.

Please align the Comprehensive Plan and land-use maps with the property’s longstanding use and
current reality. Doing so will help ensure that the J can continue to improve its facilities, serve our
community, and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years and beyond.

Thank you for your consideration.

Alexis Rubenstein



EX11.162

Molly McGuire

From: Arlette Ordell <rondjo@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:32 AM
To: Planning Commission

Subject: JCC remodel

Hello

| strongly support the plan to remodel the JCC on Mercer Island. This J serves the entire greater Seattle community
and it is open to people of all religious and ethnic groups.

Thanks,
Arlette Ordell
Sent from my iPhone



EX11.163

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 9:06 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Benjamin Norton <benjaminenorton@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:03 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Cc: Lisa Norton Pedee <lisamp@gmail.com>; Benjamin Norton <benjaminenorton@gmail.com>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

| am a Mercer Island resident on 36th street and a member of JCC. | oppose changing the JCC property to
Commercial Office zoning. In my view, approving this change would create an unfortunate precedent

and conflict with Mercer Island’s commitment to preserving its residential character.

| also object to the hearing being scheduled during a period when many residents are traveling for
summer break or focused on back-to-school preparations.

Thank you in advance for acknowledging receipt of this message.

Regards,
Benjamin E. Norton



EX11.164

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 9:12 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Caitlin Sears Curry <caitlinsears@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:09 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Hello!

As a Mercer Island resident, | object to rezoning to JCC property to Commercial Office. The hearing to
decide on this matter needs to be postponed until October (after summer vacations, not coinciding with
the start of the school year) so that all relevant stakeholders can be present to participate

democratically.

Thank you!
Caitlin Curry

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.165

Molly McGuire

From: Carol Schapira <cookela328@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 3:22 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

My now 40 year old kids were in preschool and camps for many years... | have attended and been a
volunteer at countless events since we moved to Mercer Island in 1990.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Respectfully,

Carol Schapira
206.321.2554



EX11.166

Molly McGuire

From: Catherine Lee <clee921@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 5:52 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’'m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single-family to
commercial.

My family moved to Mercer Island in June 2023, and we immediately became members of the SICC as it was so well regarded in the
community as a center for fostering friendships with any person regardless of religion, race, ethnicity or socioeconomic status. The J is
a center where my children enjoy camps, sports, swim, arts, and have the opportunity to learn Jewish culture. | regularly use the J to
maintain my fitness and health. While my family is not Jewish, | deeply appreciate the support this center provides to all the families
who follow the Jewish faith. We always feel so welcomed at the J by the staff and feel as part of the community despite my family not
being of Jewish heritage. This center is a jewel on the island.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. However, in order to continue
to serve all its members optimally in the future, we need to plan now for the future. The SJCC could benefit from building expansion and
updates to serve its members safely and optimally. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,
Catherine Lee
Mercer Island Resident and SUICC Member



EX11.167

Molly McGuire

From: Hendelman, Aaron <ahendelman@wsgr.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:32 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: christina Hendelman

Subject: Support for JCC Comprehensive Plan Amendment

To the Mercer Island Planning Commission and City Council,

We are writing in strong support of the Comprehensive Plan amendment that would allow the Stroum
Jewish Community Center to move forward with its long-needed remodel.

We are Christina and Aaron Hendelman. We moved to Mercer Island in 2005 with three small children,
not knowing a single person on the island. From nearly the first week, the J became our home away from
home. Our kids went through J preschool, took their swim lessons there, and spent their summers at J
camp. Looking back, the JCC helped raise our children as much as any other institution.

The J's role in this community goes far beyond our own family. It's likely the largest employer of Mercer
Island teenagers outside the school district itself, hiring them for camps, the front desk, and the gym.
Our (non-Jewish) neighbor spent last summer working as aJ counselor. For Mercer Island's teenagers
and college students home for the summer, the J is often their first job and their default workout spot.

Twenty years later, we're still there every week. We work out at the gym, take fitness classes, and catch
up with friends. We come for the speaker series and film nights. We are still making new friends there
today, and many of the people we met through preschool drop-off two decades ago remain our closest
friends now. Our amazing friendships with Noreen (of Irish descent) and Lisa (who is Australian) started
and blossomed at the J and have nothing to do with religion. That's the point: the J is no more "Jewish"
than Providence Hospital is Christian. It's a community institution that happens to have Jewish roots,
and it draws in and serves everyone on this island, regardless of background.

That's exactly why this amendment matters. The current building is more than 60 years old. Anyone who
has spent time there has seen the maintenance issues and the lack of space for the classes and
programs that serve so many of us. Aremodel means the J can keep doing what it's done for our family
and thousands of others for the next 60 years and can serve even more of our neighbors in the process.

We urge the Planning Commission and City Council to approve this amendment. Mercer Island is a
better, more connected place because of the J, and this vote will decide whether it can keep serving us
the way it always has. We’re asking nothing more and the community deserves nothing less.

Thank you for considering our comments.
Sincerely,

Christina and Aaron Hendelman
Mercer Island, WA



w I L s o N Aaron Hendelman | Partner

701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 5100 | Seattle, WA 98104-7036 | direct: 206.883.2514
s 0 N s I N I ahendelman@wsgr.com

This email and any attachments thereto may contain private, confidential, and privileged material for the
sole use of the intended recipient. Any review, copying, or distribution of this email (or any attachments
thereto) by others is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender

immediately and permanently delete the original and any copies of this email and any attachments
thereto.



EX11.168

Molly McGuire

From: Craig Katz <craigakatz@outlook.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:26 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: The J is for the whole community

All

Why is rational, positive, supportive action so difficult for this community?! All the SJCC does is of
benefit for the whole island - people of ALL ethnicities and religions. The haters - and you know who they
- are enemies of the people and just need to be ignored. Do what it takes to let the J flourish and elevate
its ability to serve this whole community. The city has done a masterful job holding up progress for at
least the 15 years I've lived here. It's time to let the good guys finally win.

Craig Katz
206-303-7502



EX11.169

Molly McGuire

From: Dana Azose <danaaz@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:08 PM
To: Planning Commission

Subject: The JCC builds future leaders

| have been a member of the JCC my entire life. | grew up there, and later | raised my own children
there. I'm sure you've heard many reasons why people choose to invest in the J, but I'd like to share
one that is especially meaningful to me.

The J doesn't just serve families—it helps shape the next generation by giving young people
meaningful opportunities to work, lead, and grow. Both of my children, along with countless others,
got their first jobs at the J as camp counselors. They learned responsibility, accountability, teamwork,
and what it means to show up for others.

For my daughter, working as a camp counselor sparked a passion for teaching. She went on to earn
her master's degree in education and now has a career she truly loves. My son chose a different
professional path and works in banking, but the values he developed at the J stayed with him. For the
past 15 years, he has continued to coach youth sports, giving back to the next generation in the same
spirit that the J invested in him.

Today's job market is challenging, and it can be difficult for young people to gain the experience
employers value. The J provides that critical first opportunity. Every summer | watch new camp
counselors, lifeguards, coaches, and teachers begin their journeys there, building confidence,
developing leadership skills, and discovering passions that often last a lifetime.

| am proud to support an organization that strengthens our community not only through its programs,
but by investing in young people and helping develop the skills, character, and leadership of our
future.

Thanks for your consideration,
Dana Azose



EX11.170

Molly McGuire

From: dave-landsman@comcast.net

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 4:22 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Please approve the JCC plan

Hi,

I’m David Landsman, an Ml resident since 1999, and JCC member since 1994 when we moved to the
Northwest and lived in Kirkland. Our son went to pre-school at the J.

I am no expert on city planning, but I’m surprised, and it makes no sense to me, that the J would be zoned
as single family. The city should zone the JCC campus for what it is, a commercial entity serving Mercer
Island and beyond. Surely the J can better plan its future without having to arbitrarily navigate single
family zoning when putting forward plans for the site.

Please amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single
family to commercial.

Best regards,
David Landsman
7210 79" Ave SE
Mercer Island



EX11.171

Molly McGuire

From: Deborah A. Lawson <deborahalawson@icloud.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:19 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

Although, we don’t live on Mercer Island, the JCC has been both valuable to my family and me over the years. |
attended various programs at the MIJCC while in high school in the Shoreline School District. | attended both
Jewish programs, but above all | used the different athletic facilities and took classes. This was about 50 years ago.

20 years ago, our eldest went to the high school of Jewish Studies at the JCC. A few years ago, my husband and |
took Bridge playing classes for about 8 weeks in a row. Every year we attend the Jewish Film Festival movies at the

JCC as well as many other events including speakers, cookbook tours, wine tastings, etc.

The JCC is on Mercer Island, but because it’s on the north end of the island, it’s very easy to get to from our north
end Seattle home.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our

community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

The Jis not only a community gathering space for Jewish people from the greater Seattle and Eastside area, it is
also a gathering place for people who live on or near Mercer Island to work out or take various classes.

Thank you.

Debbie Lawson



EX11.172

Molly McGuire

From: Doron Holan <doron_holan@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:59 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for the SICC Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Dear Planning Commission and City Council,

| am writing to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial. This change is needed to accurately reflect its current use and use
for the past 55 years.

My family and | have been Mercer Island residents for the past 15 years. My first introduction to the J was
when | moved to Seattle in 1997. | volunteered at the SICC advising teens. | served as a volunteer for over a
decade.

Years later, my wife and | sent our children to the JCC’s early childhood school. We regularly frequented
Mercer Island retail, supermarkets, and restaurants during this time. While our children made friends in
preschool, we too, made friends and built a community. So much so, that in 2028 we moved to Mercer Island
for the Mercer Island School District and the JCC, as well as the community we had forged there. The JCC
supports our family and other Ml families alike in all life stages. It serves the Mercer Island intergenerational
community.

My hope is that the SJCC will continue to be a resource for all of Mercer Island. Recognizing and rectifying the
inaccurate zoning designation will allow a revitalization of facilities that are up to code and ADA accessible.
These changes will better enable the SICC to continue to serve our community, Mercer Islanders, and future
Mercer Islanders to come for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,
Doron Holan

6121 85 PI SE



EX11.173

Molly McGuire

From: Etana Kunovsky <etanaku5@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 12:04 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Timely - Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJICC - Critical!

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

My family has been coming to the J since 1986. My children attended pre-school and after school activities there.
They attended summer camp there for 10 years. They had birthday parties there. They attended holiday and
community celebrations and I've attended film festivals. I've served on committees, swam in the lap pool for years
and attended adult classes. And now my grandchildren attend youth programs and will soon attend summer camp
there. Allthis to say, the J has been a huge part of our lives.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Etana Kunovsky



EX11.174

Molly McGuire

From: Eydie Hasson Katz <eydiekatz@outlook.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:13 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to AMEND the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single-family to commercial.

I am a Mercer Island resident. | grew up on the east side. I’'m 57 years old — the JCC has been part of my
life since the beginning. | participated in programming there as a child, | was a summer camp counselor
as a teen, both of my children attended the amazing early childhood school there, one of my children
currently works there..the list goes on. The JCC is a safe, inclusive, and welcoming place for all kinds of
individuals and families throughout the lifecycle.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Eydie Hasson Katz
Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.175

Molly McGuire

From: lan Morris <ianmorris@outlook.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:05 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Counting on Your Support

Members of the Planning Commission,

The Jewish Community Center has been serving Mercer Island families for decades. Itis a cherished
institution that has been invaluable to my family and was central to our decision to relocate from Kirkland to
Mercer Island after our children were born. The JCC is a core part of what makes Mercer Island such a great
community, not just for Jewish families but for local families of all faiths. Itis a safe and welcoming place for
our children to receive early childhood education, attend arts and cultural events, swim, exercise, and be
made to feel a part of a very welcoming community.

At a time when third spaces are so important and often lacking, the JCC is a vital resource and one that needs
our continued and ongoing support. Itis my sincere hope that you will support amending the comprehensive
plan to change the designation of the JCC property from a single family to commercial so that the JCC can
continue to serve Mercer Islanders for decades more to come.

Thank you in advance for your support and for your service to our community.

lan Morris



EX11.176

Mollx McGuire

From: Irene Geisner <geisnercoaching@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:03 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single-family to commercial. My kids have attended the j for youth groups and
camps. | have attended classes and events and celebrated holidays. The J has been serving the Mercer
Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community and
thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you

Irene Markman Geisner, Ph.D.
Licensed Clinical Psychologist

(206) 419-8999

Eastside Psychological Associates

1740 NW Maple St. Suite 210

Issaquah, WA 98027

Please note: This electronic message transmission contains information which may be confidential or
privileged and may contain Patient Identifiable Information. The information is intended to be for the use
of the individual or entity named above. If you have received this electronic transmission in error, please
leave a telephone message at (206)419-8999, and delete this message.

IF YOU ARE A PATIENT, please read below:
Because you have chosen to communicate Patient Identifiable Information by e-mail, you are consenting

to associated e-mail risks. Please note e-mailis not secure and | cannot guarantee that information
transmitted will remain confidential.



EX11.177

Molly McGuire

From: James Gottesman <james.gottesman@icloud.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:57 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: sjcc

Dear Ml City Council,

My wife and | moved to the Island in 1978. Following that were three children and seven grandchildren, all
who lived on the island. | can’t tell you how strongly | believe that the JCC is a Mercer Island treasure but
it’s in bad need of redevelopment to fulfill its promise to the whole island. | certainly hope that you will go
along with the plans for the new JCC.

Sincerely

James Gottesman MD

Gloria Gottesman

james.gottesman@COMCAST.NET



EX11.178

Mollx McGuire

From: Jamie Weinstein <jamielynnweinstein@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 1:22 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: Support for SJCC's Comprehensive Plan Amendment and Rezone request

To the committee,

My name is Jamie Weinstein and [ am a proud board member of the S]JCC.

[ am here to urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. The | has been serving the
Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. My hope is it will be
here for another 55 and beyond. While I don't have children currently, my dearest hope is to
have a family one day and have a community and place like the SJCC to raise my Kkids, just as
my parents raised me. All of my formative memories from childhood are at the J, from
preschool, to after school gymnastics and musical theater, and of course, summer camp. It left
such an imprint on my life that I returned in college to be a camp counselor, and now as an
adult, it is a privilege to help shape the future of the organization as a board member. As [ am
sure you are aware, redeveloping our current physical structure is imperative to the longevity
and prosperity of our organization. Our journey to redevelop our campus has been years in
the making, and now, more than ever, our community needs the J. [ am not a land-use expert,
but [ know for certain the | has always served the community as a gathering space, an activity
center, a school, and as a place for reflection and community — it has never been in single
family use. As such, the city should align the comprehensive plan and land use maps with the
longstanding use of this property. More importantly, it will allow the ] to continue to serve the
Mercer Island community without hindrance. With that, I urge you to support amending the
comprehensive plan to change the designation of the SJCC property from single family to
commercial.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Best,
Jamie Weinstein



EX11.179

Molly McGuire

From: Jean K <jeankanklein@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:17 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for Proposed Zoning Change for the SJICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single-family to commercial.

The SJCC has been serving Mercer Island as a community center for all - for over 55 years. The J welcomes
everyone, no matter what their ethnicity, age, etc. More than 1/3 of Mercer Island belongs to the J, however you
don’t need be a member to take advantage of its programs and facilities.

On a personal level, when | moved to Mercer Island from the Midwest in 1974, | didn’t know anyone and there
weren’t many avenues for people to make friends. We immediately joined the J and have been members ever since.
Our children were in daycare, preschool, camp, sports, continuing education, etc. and the J has been a focal point
in all of our lives. The J has provided a foundation for life and, by the values that the J promotes, to become good
citizens of the world. All 4 of our children are productive members of society and | attribute much of that to their
lifelong connection to the J. And for me, the J has been a place of instant warmth and connection throughout my
whole life.

The current building is basically the same one that was there in 1974. At this pointitis well past the life span for
just “fixes”. It needs a building that is up to code, ADA accessible and realigned to meet the shared goals of the J,
our neighbors, and the Mercer Island community. Very much thought and planning have gone into the proposed
plan keeping consideration of neighbors and community at the forefront.

Changing the land use designation will not in any way change the daily operations of the SICC. Any future changes
in configuration will go through design review and significant public processes. The J will be subject to the same
land use protocol as similarly zoned properties including its next door neighbor, Mercer Island City Hall. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Jean Klein



EX11.180

Molly McGuire

From: jeff @jkanter.com <jeff@jkanter.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 7:17 PM
To: Planning Commission

Subject: Mercer Island JCC rezone

Dear friends,

| am a long-time Mercer Island resident and member of the JCC for over 30 years. The JCC is a vital
community resource with up to one-third of Ml residents as members. It is open to Islanders of all faiths
and creeds.

Programs at the JCC are incredibly popular and the facility is outgrowing its space constraints.
Please act favorably on the necessary actions to expand this important and beloved community
resource.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jeffrey Kanter, DDS, MS
Susan Kleiner, PhD



EX11.181

Molly McGuire

From: jen.kessler@comcast.net

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:07 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Please amend the Comprehensive Plan to allow the SJCC to grow

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

Our family has been living in Mercer Island since 2007 and we have been long-term members of the
Stroum Jewish Community Center.

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial, so that the facility can serve my family and others for

decades to come.

Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to give the JCC the flexibility to grow. This will
ensure the J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Kessler
7616 SE 40% St



EX11.182

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:56 AM

To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Please modify zoning requirements to allow the JCC to remodel.

From: Jennifer Selby <jselby@outlook.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:28 AM

To: Council <council@mercergov.org>

Subject: Please modify zoning requirements to allow the JCC to remodel.

City Council Members,

The JCC is an absolute asset to our community on so many levels.

I am not Jewish, but when we first moved to Mercer Island 17 years ago, | looked at every local preschool option for
my 3 year old. It turned out that the JCC and their program was the perfect fit for him. It was an incredibly caring
and kind environment and a great way to start our time living on Mercer Island.

Since those years we have returned many times to attend lectures, watch our son perform in plays, have our sons
participate in Dinky Dunkers basketball and summer camps, and to attend important community fundraising
auctions.

17 years later | am still going to the JCC weekly to workout, as they have one of the best gyms on the Island.

What | love so much about the JCC is that they truly welcome every community member regardless of religion.
From an equity perspective, there really is no better community space on Mercer Island. Mercer Island has three
private swim, fitness, and social clubs each of which charge significant entry fees to join that cost many thousands
of dollars. This exclusive cost structure is cost prohibitive for so many families.

The JCC has monthly memberships with no initiation fees and is truly affordable and more equitable for all
community members. Similar to the three private clubs, this also includes a pool, an important offering for
children who live on an island to learn how to swim. They also offer community childcare, fitness, camps,

recreation activities, lectures, programs, event space, and just general community building.

| urge you all to vote in favor of any necessary zoning modifications so that the JCC can modernize and continue to
offer great programming at an affordable price without expensive initiation fees to our entire community.

Thank you,

Jennifer Selby
8320 SE 61st Street

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.183

Molly McGuire

From: jill friedman <jillfriedman@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 4:09 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: SJCC plans

Hi,

My name is Jill Friedman. My husband Chuck and | have lived on Mercer island since 2013, just around
the corner from the JCC on Mercerwood Dr. However, our connection to the SJCC began in 1997 when
we moved to the Seattle area. This organization has been an important part of our lives and the lives of
our children for decades.

| write with a unique perspective of being a longtime member of the SJICC, member of Herzl Ner Tamid
synagogue and past parent+ past board chair of the Jewish Day School. My interest in this project before
you also extends to my interest as a close neighbor. On all accounts, the SICC project is an essential
part of the Jewish community and will be an enhancement to the whole community on Mercer Island.

| urge you to support amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC
property from single family to commercial. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as
a community center — for over 55 years. My hope is it will be here for another 55. | am not a land-use
expert, but | know for certain the J has always served the community as a gathering space, an activity
center, a school, and as a place for reflection and community — it has never been in single family use.
As such, the city should align the comprehensive plan and land use maps with the longstanding use
of this property. More importantly, it will allow the J to continue to serve the Mercer Island
community without hindrance.

This building project will provide a much-needed refresh of a well-loved and well-used property and
provide an opportunity to configure the infrastructure to adapt to the needs of the community and the
surrounding area.

Thank you for your consideration.
Jill Friedman

4245 Mercerwood Dr.

Mercer Island, WA

425-890-1367

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.184

Molly McGuire

From: Jill Landauer <jill.landauer@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:55 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for Revising SJICC Zoning

Good morning,

I'm writing to express my strong support for the SICC and to encourage the City to
revise its zoning so the J can (a) continue serving our community with updated facilities
and (b) move forward with a plan that minimizes the impact on neighboring residents.

My family has lived on Mercer Island for 16 years, and the ]J has been an important part
of our lives. Our child attended summer camp there for several years, making lasting
friendships and wonderful memories. I use the J regularly for fitness and have met an
incredible community of people through its programs.

We live on East Mercer Way, so I frequently use Exit 8. In all these years, I have rarely
experienced any significant traffic issues related to the J or the French School. The
tremendous value these organizations bring to Mercer Island far outweighs the
occasional, brief inconvenience when traveling to and from I-90.

I'm also willing to tolerate the temporary inconvenience of construction, knowing it will
result in lasting benefits for our community—just as many of us have done during the
Light Rail project.

The SJCC is an exceptionally welcoming and inclusive place that enriches the lives of
people of all ages and backgrounds. It provides invaluable recreational, educational, and
community programming that makes Mercer Island a better place to live. I hope you'll
support its efforts to improve its facilities while balancing the needs of the surrounding
neighborhood.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jill Landauer and Peter Hundrieser



EX11.185

Molly McGuire

From: velooceella@gmail.com

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:53 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: velooceella@gmail.com

Subject: JCC RE-ZONE OPPOSITION

Attachments: JCC RE-ZONE OPPOSITION .pdf

Dear Commissioners and City Council members

Please read my opposition submittal and look at 98040mi.com
If you need any history documents let me know.

John Hall

9970 S.E. 40" Street
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-914-5599



I have lived in the Mercerwood neighborhood since 1958, long before the Jewish Community Center (JCC)
was established at its current location. Over nearly six decades I ha witnessed the gradual expansion of the
JCC and its increasing impacts on our residential neighborhood. The tranquility of our neighborhood has
already been significantly affected by repeated violations and abuses of the JCC's Conditional Use Permit
(CUP), including increased traffic and the safety of pedestrians daily on East Mercer noise, parking on
residential lawns, and other ongoing impacts.

As a neighborhood we have had great neighbors leave because of the continual abuses of the JCC.

The Mercerwood neighborhood has repeatedly borne the burden of this expansion. During planning
discussions in the mid-1980s, the City Council and Planning Commission recognized the importance of
protecting adjacent residential properties. Their direction was clear: if the JCC needed to expand, it should
do so to the north, where commercial zoning already existed, while the southern boundary adjacent to
Mercerwood homes would remain a permanent greenbelt buffer.

The current rezone proposal disregards that long-standing planning principle. The JCC has had
opportunities over the years to acquire property to the north that would allow it to expand consistent with
those earlier decisions. Instead, it has repeatedly sought to change the zoning of neighboring residential
property, asking homeowners—not the institution—to bear the impacts of its continued growth.

This proposed rezone is not necessary for the JCC to achieve its long-term objectives. Rather, it shifts the
burden of institutional expansion onto an established residential neighborhood, contrary to the City's
previous commitments and planning policies.

My concern is also based on experience. The JCC has repeatedly violated the conditions of its Conditional
Use Permit (CUP), often with little or no effective enforcement. This history raises legitimate questions
about whether additional development and increased intensity of use can be relied upon to comply with
future conditions.

The scale of the institution compared with the surrounding neighborhood is also significant. According to
the JCC's 2016 IRS Form 990, the organization employed 472 people and served more than 5,000 members.
Those numbers have likely increased since then. By comparison, Mercerwood is a residential neighborhood
made up of young families, working adults, and retirees. The institution already has a far greater daily
presence than the surrounding residents.

The City should protect the integrity of established residential neighborhoods and honor the planning
commitments made to Mercerwood decades ago. This proposed rezone is unnecessary, inconsistent with
prior City direction, and would further erode the character and livability of our neighborhood.

Please protect our neighborhoods. This is where we live, raise our families, and invest in our homes for the
long term.

The Mercerwood residents have carefully documented the history of complaints and repeated CUP
violations. We ask that the City's decision be based not only on future promises, but also on this
documented record of past performance.



This re-zoning effects the whole Island if one can change a residential lot to commercial or its illegal spot
zone.
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b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, ne 34 . . . R 7b -16,906
Prior Year Current Year
ry Contributions and grants (Part VIII, me th) . . . .+ + « . . 2,943,713 3,065,445
é Program service revenue (Part VII[, ine 2g) . . . . .« .« . 6,869,926 7,318,283
é- 10 Investment income (Part VIIL, column (A), lines 3,4, and 7d ) . . . . 5,662 10,252 ‘
11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), ines 5, 6d, 8¢, 9¢, 10c, and 11e} 504,923 506,403 3t
12 Total revenue—add hines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIIL, column (A), line 12) 10,324,244 10,900,383 12,7/
13 Grants and similar amounts paid {Part IX, column (A), ines 1-3) . 0 0
14 Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, colurnn (A), hne 4) . . . . 0 0 (s
¢ 15 Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), hnes 5-10) 7,558,838 8,117,740
b 16a Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e) . . . . 0 0
i b Total fundraising expenses (Part 1X, column (D), line 25) P216,644
o] 17 Other expenses (Part 1X, column (A), hnes 11a-11d, 11f-24e) . . . . 2,493,143 2,774,279
18 Total expenses Add hnes 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25) 10,051,981 10,892,019
19 Revenue less expenses Subtract hne 18 fromlne 12 . « » + + .+ . 272,263 8,364
% & Beginning of Current Year End of Year
g8
?3'; 20 Total assets (Part X, ine 16) . . . .+ .+ + .« o e 20,455,624 20,605,386
S |2t Total labiues (Part X, lne 26) . .. . . ... . 3,543,537 3,684,935
Z3 |22 Net assets or fund balances Subtract ine 21 from hne 20 « .+ . . 16,912,087 16,920,451

Signature Block

Under penalties of perjury, 1 declare that I have examined this return, including ‘accompanying schedul

es and statements, and to the best of my

knowledge and belief, it 1s true, correct, and complete Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has

any kr ledg
yoenins 2018-07-16
Sign Signature of officer Date
Here Amy Lavin Chief Executive Officer
Type or print name and title
Print/Type preparer’s name Preparer’s signature Date PTIN
- Matthew R Matson Matthew R Matson 2018-07-16 | Check [T ¢ | poo775671
Paid self-employed
preparer Firm's n:me : Paterson Sullivan LLP CPA'S Firm's EIN P 91-0605875
firm's address P 601 Union St Ste 2300 -
Use only Phone nc (206) 382-2777
Seattle, WA 981012345

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions)

M ves [(Ono

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions.

Cat Ne 11282Y

Form 990 (2016)



iy
STROUM JEWISH ey
COMMUNITY CENTER

September 8, 2015

I am Judy Neuman, CEO of the Stroum Jewish Community Center on Mercer Island. We have
been paying close attention to transportation issues facing our Island and | wanted to share how
critical mobility s for the JCC, our employees and our members and guests,

#gz =0 2°\lb
Our 250 year-round employees, which grow to 400 seasonally, serve more than 15,000 people
every year, including 195 children for preschool, close to 1000 summer day campers and over 500
senlors, plus any more members and guests. Our employees and members commute to the J
from all over the melro area via cars, carpools and buses. 1-90 traffic is so bad it's impacting our
business. Last month a promising young teacher reluctantly backed out of accepting a job after a
test run of her commute. | fear for the safety of our employees who walk over 30 minutes each
way in the dark to and from the Park & Ride, since the bus route on 36" was closed quite some
time ago. | watch every day as preschoolers wait in our classrooms for road-weary parents
delayed by traffic both on 1-80 and in our Town Center.

While Light Rall will certainly help some, the resulting increase in car traffic will hurt others. These
are big, complicated Issues that will have a dramatic impact on our business. Itis critically
important that everyone be educated on the changes and ramifications to make sure Mercer Island
benefits from this massive investment.

Specifically:

- Mercer Island traffic to and from Seattle and 1-405 should have permanent access o the new
HOV lanes

- Mercer Island traffic should be permanently exempt from any tolls or congestion pricing

.We need better ways to get commuters to and from the Park & Ride

- The Park & Ride should be limited to Island residents and even more parking |s needed

-We need more bus capacity to and from Seattle Immediately- the majority of my employees live
off-island.

- 1-00 cut-through traffic ties up our roads and needs to be stopped

- The proposed bus intercept should be located elsewhere as it will snarl traffic and overload our
already crowded transit stop

- We cannot lose HOV access ramp capacity

- 1-90 construction closures should be fimited to late nights instead of entire weekend

| urge the council to negotiate fiercely for what is best for Mercer Island and to do so productively,
finding win-win opportunities for the people of Mercer Island and the region's transportation needs.
The JCC depends on both.

Thank you for your time and interest in this important topic,
or\
dy Neuman
SJCC CEO

1 e

MERCER ISLAND CAMPUS
3801 EAST MERCER WAY
MERCER ISLAND WA gBoy0
206-232-7215

SEATTLE CAMPUS
2638 NE 80THSTREET
SEATTLE WA gBi1g
206-526.8073

www,SJCC.org
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DECLARATION OF JOHN MICHAEL HALL

l, John Michael Hall, the undersigned, being over 18 years of age and otherwise
competent to make this declaration, do freely offer the statement outlined below
as a true and accurate account of events based upon my direct knowledge and
recollection and public record.

| have lived in the Mercerwood neighborhood for 64 years moving here in 1958.
Our family has been involved with living in or building 8 homes in the
neighborhood. Currently residing for 41 years at 9970 S.E. 40t" Street, Mercer
Island, WA.

The JCC has known the limit of their footprint and intensity of use since 1967
under Ord #142 and current Conditional Use Permits.

They have repeatedly tried to expand beyond their required buffer zones into
existing residential neighborhoods and the City of Mercer Island has denied them
every time for the best interest of the taxpaying residents (1971,1985,2019-
CFZ). The City of Mercer Island decreed if the JCC wants to expand, they should do
so by purchasing the commercial properties to the North of their existing facility.
These pieces of commercial property are situated with 1-90 to the north and the
City of Mercer Island to the West#2 (MAP/Commercial Property)The JCC did
purchase one piece of commercial property in 1997 to the North however instead
of expanding as they have claimed they needed they instead leased it out to the
French School (FASPS) for $600,000.00 a year rent.

UNFORTUNATLEY THIS IS ALL ABOUT MONEY!

The JCC has tried to manipulate past and present Mayor, City Council, and
Planners for the past 53 years with narratives (for one example, they claim they
are like the other clubs and organizations on Mercer Island. However, the others
all have less than ten employees).' On the 2016 filed tax forms 501 (c)
The JCC claimed 472 employees and 115 volunteers for a total of 587
The FASPS claimed 126 employees and 250 volunteers for a total of 376

#3 In 2016 for a total of 963 Employees and volunteers.




By their own publication the JCC has over 5,000 family memberships while their
commitment to the City and neighbors was V 1,000 family memberships. The

intensity of use is horribly abusive.

The JCC has had the same complaints by the neighbors (public Record small
sampling) for 53 years of their failure to follow the regulations and commitments,
have created abusive nuisances which forced out neighbors over the years, and
the current JCC management has forced out 6 neighbors recently. These
neighbors were very exhausted going to council and planning hearing for years on
end and hiring attorneys. A neighborhood is where you raise your family and
spend time, not to have facilities trying to constantly manipulate the zoning laws

to their benefit and to ruin the residential nature of our community.

Their request for Variances permission is just another go around on the chess
board. For example in 2002 the street vacation will not be used for increased
density. We agree with the City of Mercer Island this Variance request should
not be granted.

Sincerely
John Michael Hall



EX11.186

Molly McGuire

From: Jonathan Spare <jdspare@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 1:19 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: In support of SJICC's Plan Amendment and Rezone

Hi there,

My name is Jonathan Spare, and | live on south Mercer Island. | have 3 young children (7, 10, and 12), who
attend Island Park Elementary and IMS. While our family is not Jewish, we have utilized the SJICC since
we moved to Mercer Island in 2017. Our kids have attended camps, played sports, and had swimming
lessons at the SJICC, and my wife and | have played in rec leagues at the SICC. The SJCC has been a
wonderful, welcoming place on Mercer Island.

| write to urge you to approve amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the SJCC property's
designation from single family to commercial. The rezoning will align the comprehensive plan and land
use maps with the property's longstanding use. The rezoning will also allow the SJCC to be remodeled to
continue serving the Mercer Island community, especially the families with children who use it.

I recommend approving the SJICC's comprehensive plan amendment.

Cheers
Jonathan Spare



EX11.187

Molly McGuire

From: Jordan Friedman <jordanfriedman@outlook.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 3:59 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support amendment in favor of SJICC

To the Members of the Mercer Island Planning Commission,

| am writing to express my strong support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to redesignate the SICC
property from single-family to commercial. This change is not only appropriate; it is long overdue.

Over the past twenty-two years during which | have been a devoted member and supporter of the J, | have
watched the organization work tirelessly to be a responsible, thoughtful steward of its property and its
mission. | have also watched it face obstacle after obstacle - procedural, structural, and political - despite its
clear and consistent commitment to serving Mercer Island.

The J has served as a pillar of the MI community for over 55 years, welcoming generations of Islanders and
beyond, providing essential programs for families and seniors, supporting cultural and educational
enrichment, and serving as a gathering place for all. Its central and vital role on Mercer Island is undeniable,
and yet the land-use designation applied to its property does not reflect that reality, nor does it support the
organization’s ability to evolve and meet the needs of the next generation.

For years, the J has attempted to establish the right, logical conditions to responsibly redevelop its property,
conditions that would allow it to modernize its facilities, expand community services, and continue
contributing meaningfully to Mercer Island. Instead, it has been met with delays, shifting requirements, and a
lack of alignment between its actual use and the City’s planning framework. This mismatch has hindered
progress and placed an unnecessary burden on an institution that has done nothing but consistently serve this
community with integrity.

We are well past the point of asking whether the J’'s property should be designated as commercial. The
guestion now is: Why hasn’t this already happened? What are we waiting for? The Comprehensive Plan and
land-use maps should accurately reflect the J's true role and presence on Mercer Island and support - and in
fact, accelerate - its ability to thrive for the next 55 years, just as it has for the last 55.

| urge you to adopt this amendment and bring the City’s planning documents into alignment with the lived
reality of our community. It is time to remove the barriers that have held the J back and allow it to move
forward responsibly, sustainably, and in partnership with our broader Mercer Island community.

Thank you for your service to our community and consideration to this important matter.

Regards,
Jordan Friedman
2035 80" Ave SE, Mercer Island



EX11.188

Molly McGuire

From: Joe Schocken <jls@tranceka.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 3:11 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada
Subject: JCC

| am writing in support of the rezone for the JCC property.

The J has long been a hugely important part of the fabric of Mercer Island. My family - and
hundreds of other families we know - have long used the facilities and programming at the
J.

Use of the J has not been limited to the Jewish community... it has always been open to
and widely used by a broad cross section of Islanders.

Facilities age, they need to be renewed to accommodate current needs, and the J needs
to be updated.

We urge you to change the designation of the JCC property from single family to
commercial.. both to reflect its actual usage and to allow the J to continue to serve our Ml
community.

With respect..

Joseph L. Schocken
President, Tranceka Capital, LLC

jls@tranceka.com
206.612.6937 Mobile
206.232.0852




EX11.189

Molly McGuire

From: Julie Stone Egnal <stone. jules@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 6:10 AM

To: Alison Van Gorp; Planning Commission
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission: I’m writing to urge your support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from single-family to commercial.
[State why you value the J, and your relationship with the J. For example: I’ve been coming to the J
since...; My kids have attended the J....; My family has used the J....] The J has been serving the Mercer
Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our community and
thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.



EX11.190

Molly McGuire

From: Julie Takasugi <cxrdall@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:48 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: SJCC

Good morning,

My name is Julie Takasugi. I’'ve resided here on Mercer Island for 38 fantastic years and | have enjoyed the
SJCC for about 10. The SJCC has become a very important part of my life, especially since my retirement
about 7 years ago. Since joining, life has been enriched through friendships, exercise, education,
community, and outreach.

The SJCC is in need of growth as more people discover its benefits. The facility is aging and putting
dollars into temporary repairs seems wasteful. Enlarging the facility would allow more people to enjoy
the welcoming atmosphere, classes, friendships and exposure to a variety of age groups and ideas here
on the island at a very reasonable price.

Please allow the expansion of the SICC, | truly believe that this would be beneficial for a large part of the
Mercer Island community.

Thank you,

Julie



EX11.191

Molly McGuire

From: Leanne B. Gordon <leanne.b.gordon@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:49 AM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: JCC hearing

I’'m writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to redesignate the
SJCC property from single-family to commercial.

Our family has three elementary-aged boys who all attended preschool at the JCC, and
we continue to benefit from its programs and the strong Jewish community it fosters. For
more than 55 years, the J has served Mercer Island as a vital community center.

Please ensure the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps reflect this longstanding
reality so the J can continue serving our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the
next 55 years.

Best,
Leanne Gordon



EX11.192

Molly McGuire

From: Leslie Bair <lesliepbair@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:46 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Future of the SJCC

Hello-

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single family to commercial.

| grew up going to the JCC to celebrate my friends during their Bar Mitzvah and Bat Mitzvahs. It was a special
community then and now | am lucky enough to have my son attend the early education program at the J. This
program is incredible along with the community it is a part of.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you!
Leslie Bair



EX11.193

Molly McGuire

From: Lisa Morris <skopster@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:10 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support the SJCC

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property
from single family to commercial. The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center —
for over 55 years. Please aligh the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your support.

Lisa Morris



EX11.194

Molly McGuire

From: Lisa Porad <lisa@lisaporad.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:34 AM

To: Alison Van Gorp; Planning Commission; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support the J

Hi-

I’m writing to urge you to support and amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial.

My family has spent every stage of our lives at the JCC, for generations! | grew up at the J, my kids grew up at thej
and if there is a next generation | want them to have the same opportunity. The J has served the Mercer Island
community — as a community center — for over 55 years.

One of Mercer Islands many gifts/strengths is our strong community and the J is a big part of that. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can continue to serve our
community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you,
Lisa

2445 74th Ave SE
206.295.2166



EX11.195

Molly McGuire

From: M Naqvi <masooma.naqvi@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:48 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
SJCC property from single family to commercial.

My family and | are members of the SUCC, and having the J is a huge part of what makes living on
Mercer Island so unique and special. Through the J, we have been welcomed into a diverse
community of new friends. | hope the J can continue to grow and thrive so other families can enjoy
the same benefits that my family has enjoyed in this community.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center — for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the
J can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your consideration.
Masooma, Mercer Island resident



EX11.196

Molly McGuire

From: Matt Lemchen <MattL@sjcc.org>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 12:49 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

My family has been part of the SJCC community and have enjoyed J programming for over 40 years, from
my first Purim Carnival in the early 1980s to my own kids involvement in teen community service
programs through the J.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55

years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your consideration,

Matt Lemchen



EX11.197

Molly McGuire

From: max strasburg <m_stras@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 1:22 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC

['m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC
property from single family to commercial. | grew up participating in JCC programming and have sent my
own children to camp there. The ] has been serving the Mercer Island community - as a community
center - for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality
and ensure the ] can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.
Max Strasburg



EX11.198

Molly McGuire

From: michael gluck <gasm1g@yahoo.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:12 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: amending the comprehensive plan for SICC

Dear members of the planning commission:

My name is Michael Gluck. My wife, Lisa, and | have been residents of Mercer Island since
1987. We have been member of the J since then, have had our children in the pre-school, have used
the J's exercise facilities, taken classes there, made lifelong friends, and feel fully committed to it.

«We urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single family to commercial. The | has been serving the
Mercer Island community - as a community center - for over 55 years. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the ] can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

« The entire Mercer Island benefits from an upgrade to the facility and the multiple
activities that occur there.

Sincerely,

Michael Gluck, MD
Lisa R. Koper



EX11.199

Molly McGuire

From: Alan Tesler <atesler3@comcast.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 3:42 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: Please Support the Proposed Zoning Change for the Stroum Jewish Community Center

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

As Mercer Island residents for over 40 years, and members and
frequent users of the Stroum Jewish Community Center for the entire
time our family has lived here, we’re writing today to urge your
support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation
of the SJCC property from single-family to commercial.

We joined the JCC right after moving to Seattle in 1984, and that
connection eased our move to the new community. The services
we’ve received and the friends we’ve made through the JCC have
been a vital enriching part of our lives. We use the gym almost daily,
and we enjoy the cultural arts programs that are offered as well.

The JCC has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a
community center for all - for over 55 years. Many of the users,
including the people we see every day in the gym, are not Jewish, but
the JCC is welcoming to everyone.

The JCC is clearly not a single family residence. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the JCC can continue to serve our community and thrive on
Mercer Island for at least another 55 years.

Thank you!

-Michele and Alan Tesler
2205 82nd Avenue SE



EX11.200

Molly McGuire

From: mindylandsman@comcast.net

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:32 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Please approve the JCC plan

Hi,

I’'m Mindy Landsman, an Ml resident since 1999, and a JCC member since 1994 when we moved to the Northwest and
lived in Kirkland.

The J has been a critical part of our family life since 1994. Here are some of the ways that the J has enriched our lives:
e Ourson (who was 10 months old at the time) attended the Mommy and Me class. He is now 33 years old.
e QOur son went to pre-school at the J.
e |'ve been working out in the fitness room at the J since 1994.
e | worked as a Personal Fitness Trainer at the J from 2003 until 2020.
e |'ve been taking fitness classes at the J for 30 years.
e Our family watches films in the J auditorium from the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.
e We've attended wonderful cooking classes, comedy shows, and more at the J.
e For the past 2 years, I've been a volunteer in the Parkinson’s Fitness Class.

| am no expert on city planning, but I'm surprised, and it makes no sense to me, that the J would be zoned as single
family. The city should zone the JCC campus for what it is, a commercial entity serving Mercer Island and beyond. Surely
the J can better plan its future without having to arbitrarily navigate single family zoning when putting forward plans for
the site.

Please amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from single family to commercial.

Best regards,
Mindy Landsman
7210 79t Ave SE
Mercer Island



Molly McGuire

EX11.201

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

O

Miriam Porad <mimiporad@icloud.com>

Wednesday, July 29, 2026 5:03 PM

Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Please amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC Property

['m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial. Our family has
enjoyed the SJCC for many years. We've taken advantage of may of the adult
programs. Our children and grandchildren have enjoyed the preschool, day camps,
youth programs, lifeguarding and working in the preschool. It's provide many great
experiences and many new friends,.The ] has been serving the Mercer Island
community - as a community center - for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the | can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55

years.  Thank you, Miriam Porad



EX11.202

Molly McGuire

From: Mitchell Buder <mitchell.buder@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:18 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: Juliet Buder

Subject: Support for the JCC

Dear All,

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation
of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.

The | has been a large part of my family's positive experience with our move to Mercer Island
nearly 5-years ago. It has provided swim lessons and the first classroom experience for my
two young boys; it has fostered an environment and community for our Jewish identity; and it
has created a safe and fun camp experience, building lasting relationships and growth. The
JCC is a critical voice and force during this period of uncertainty and challenge for the Jewish
community.

The ] has been serving the Mercer Island community - as a community center - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the | can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you,
Mitch Buder
7011 92nd Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA



EX11.203

Molly McGuire

From: Naomi Alhadeff <mrs.alhadeff@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 8:45 PM

To: Planning Commission; Deb Estrada; Alison Van Gorp; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SICC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

Good evening. My name is Naomi Alhadeff, and | have been coming to the Stroum Jewish
Community Center since | was a little girl, beginning in preschool.

Some of my happiest childhood memories were made there and where | could celebrate
Jewish holidays, learning to swim, attending summer camp, and participating in teen
programs. Today, it’s incredibly meaningful that my own children now attend preschool,
camp, and community programs, creating memories of their own.

The JCC is so much more than a building. It is a place where people of all backgrounds
come together to learn, build friendships, celebrate, exercise, volunteer, and support one
another. It strengthens not only the Jewish community but the entire Mercer Island
community and surrounding areas.

Especially in today’s climate, Jewish families need places where our children can safely
and proudly embrace their identity. The JCC provides that sense of belonging,
acceptance, and security while welcoming everyone who walks through its doors.

Approving this zoning change is an investment in community, allowing the building to
update to code, ADA accessibility and other needed improvements. A vibrant community
center that serves thousands of children, families, seniors, and neighbors every year
provides far greater and longer-lasting value than a single commercial or residential
development on this site. The benefits extend well beyond the Jewish community, it will
continue to strengthen the social fabric of Mercer Island for generations to come.

| hope you'll support this request and path to updating the facilities to help ensure that
future generations have the same opportunity to learn, grow, celebrate, and build
community that | have been fortunate to experience throughout my life.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Naomi

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.204

Molly McGuire

From: Nathan Holan <nathan.a.holan@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:51 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC

Dear Planning Commission,
| urge your support in amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from
single family to commercial.

My parents, brother, and | are all members of the JCC. | attended preschool at the JCC and made friends there
who have remained my friends from kindergarten through MIHS and beyond. As a teenager, | learned
leadership skills through participating and holding office in a teen organization held at the J, as well as through
serving as a counselor-in-training.

That the J is zone'd single family does not make sense. It doesn't reflect its use over the past 6 decades,
including the two decades I've been a member. Changing the designation is necessary to reflect reality AND
allow it to serve Islanders for the next 6 decades.

Thank you,

Nathan Holan

6121 85 PI SE

Mercer Island, WA 98040



EX11.205

Molly McGuire

From: Owen Smith <mr.owen.smith@owensmith.biz>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:27 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Council; Deb Estrada

Subject: Recommendation to amend Comprehensive Plan to change SICC property designation to
Commercial

Hello,

My name is Owen Smith and I urge the Mercer Island planning commission to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of the Stroum Jewish Community Center property from single family to
commercial.

[ am a Mercer Island resident and I currently serve on the board of the SJCC. I'm grateful for the
community that [ found at The ] since I moved here three years ago. Both of my kids attended preschool
at the Schwartz Early Childhood School, learned to swim at the JCC Pool, played basketball in the gym and
enjoyed camp for several weeks this summer as well as last. There’s no other community gathering place
on Mercer Island with such a variety of valuable resources that is as readily accessible and as welcoming
to newcomers such as myself. I'm not Jewish, and neither are many of the families who I've gotten to
know through all my activities at The ] — truly all are welcome here. For these reasons I recommend
amending the property designation to ease the administrative burden and expense of maintaining and
improving this vital community resource.

Best Regards,

Owen Smith



EX11.206

Molly McGuire

From: PAUL BURSTEIN <burstein62@comcast.net>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:55 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Planning Commission meeting August 5 on Stroum JCC

This is Paul Burstein writing in favor of amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation
of the Stroum Jewish Community Center property from single family to commercial.

My wife Florence and | have been members of the Stroum JCC for 40 years. When we moved from
Nashville, Tennessee, to the Seattle area in 1985, and to Mercer Island in early 1986, we knew we
wanted to join the SJCC. Our children were 3-1/2 and 1-1/2, and we had heard that the SJCC
preschool was a great place for young children, and for their families. Our children spent many years
at the SJCC--in the preschool, after-school programs, holiday programs, and summer camp. They
were soon joined by our third child. The SJCC programs for children served not only our children, but
ourselves as well. It was there that we made friends--some of whom are friends to this day--and were
introduced not only to the Jewish community, but to the general Mercer Island community as well. We
have participated in cultural programs, worked out at the fitness center, enjoyed holiday celebrations,
and engaged with friends in the very real community provided by the SJCC. It is a critical part of life
on Mercer Island. One of our daughters and her family live in Seattle, but they enjoy their
membership as well.

The SJCC facility is aging. The addition of the fitness center years ago, and the more recent upgrade
of the preschool facility have added greatly to the quality of the SJCC, but the entire facility needs
major upgrades if it is to continue to fulfill its purpose as a center of community life. Mercer Island's
central business district is not what it was 55 years ago--it is much more developed, more vibrant, a
real 21st century center of community life. Mercer Island would not be what it is today if the central
business district had been forced to remain what it was 55 years ago, and it is just not reasonable to
force the SJCC to remain what it was so many years ago.

Please allow the SJCC to formally be what it has always been in practice--a community center rather
than the mythical location of single family homes that have never existed. | urge you to change the
designation of the SJCC property from single family to commercial, and by so doing enhance the
quality of life on Mercer Island.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Paul Burstein
8367 SE 30th Street, Mercer Island



EX11.207

Molly McGuire

From: Paula Libes <paula.libes@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:45 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: The Stroum JCC is essential for Mercer Island residents and nearby communities

Hello. My name is Paula L. Chester. I've lived on "the island" since 1988. I've finally begun to take full
advantage of the amazing resource that is the Stroum Jewish Community Center. When | go there to
swim, to take classes and to view movies, | am amazed at the huge demographic served by this 50 year
old facility. Truth: Nearly all of the original Jewish residents of the city have passed on or are in assisted
living facilities. They have been replaced by young families of all religions and nationalities who see the
same advantage of living in our beautiful community. We continue to have the best schools,

amazing parks and walking trails, and now a more vibrant and thriving downtown. The Stroum JCC is a
home away from home for Mercer Island parents and their children. It offers great fitness facilities for
adults, teens and seniors. There is always lots going on, and there could be even more if the aging facility
were to undergo a radical updating.

It's not only Mercer Islanders who utilize the JCC. We are a stone's throw from Bellevue, and other
communities who take advantage of the JCC's offerings. Please keep a modernized Stroum JCC part of
any long term plan as the City of Mercer Island looks to the future.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Paula Libes Chester



EX11.208

Molly McGuire

From: Perry Drapekin <perrydrapekin@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:47 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support for the SJCC Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Dear Members of the Planning Commission,

I’m writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
Stroum Jewish Community Center property from single-family to commercial.

My children have attended the SICC’s Early Childhood School since 2021, and our family has become
deeply connected to the J through its programs and community. | am co-chair of the Early Childhood
School Parent Teacher Committee, and over the years my children have attended camp, taken swim
lessons, and participated in youth sports at the J. It is so much more than an early childhood school or a
fithess center—it is a true community center that brings people together across generations and is an
invaluable asset to Mercer Island.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community as a community center for more than 55 years. Itis
where children learn, families build lifelong friendships, neighbors connect, and traditions are

celebrated. The J has enriched my family’s life in countless ways, and | hope it will continue to do the
same for future generations.

Please align the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps with the longstanding reality of how this
property has served Mercer Island and ensure the J can continue to thrive and serve our community for
the next 55 years.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Perry Drapekin



EX11.209

Molly McGuire

From: Rebecca Raphaely <rebecca.a.raphaely@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:31 AM
To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

To Whom it May Concern

I am writing to urge your support for amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the
Stroum Jewish Community Center (SJCC) property from Single Family to Commercial.

My husband grew up on Mercer Island attending the JCC as a child. His parents are still members there
36 years later. Although we do not live on Mercer Island, we still make a point to bring our daughter to the
JCC for lessons.

At a time when antisemitism is on the rise and Jewish communities across the country are experiencing
unprecedented levels of harassment and hate crimes, spaces like the J are more important than ever.
They offer not only programs and services but also a sense of security, belonging, and community.
Preserving and supporting these spaces demonstrates our community's commitment to inclusion,
religious freedom, and ensuring that everyone has a place where they feel welcome.

The J has been operating as a community center on this site for over five decades. Updating the
Comprehensive Plan and land use maps to designate the property as Commercial simply recognizes the
reality of how the property has long been used and provides the certainty needed for the J to continue

serving Mercer Island for generations to come.

Please align the Comprehensive Plan and land use maps to reflect this longstanding community asset
and ensure the J can continue to serve, grow, and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for your consideration and for your commitment to supporting institutions that strengthen our
entire community.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Raphaley MD

Leeran Raphaely



EX11.210

Molly McGuire

From: Ricca Poll <riccapihapoll@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 12:37 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: It is time to rezone the SJICC Now

Hi,

My name is Ricca Piha Poll. | have lived on the island for over 22 years. | grew up in Bellevue but Mercer Island JCC
was a big part of my childhood life. | attended preschool there in the early 70s, went to summer camp throughout
my early childhood years (still friends with many of the people | met there), and attended youth group programing
in my teens. As | walk through the center | do not see a lot of significant change since | was young. My children also
grew up at the J. They both went to preschool there, summer camp and the same youth program | did. Some of their
closest friends are from preschool at the SICC. The J feels like home to my family. The problem is it NEEDS a great
deal of improvements to be a constant center for our generations to come.

One big piece for me that is troublesome is that the J cannot become ADA compliant without a rezone. Mercer
Island claims to care about EVERYONE, however limiting access to the entire building without going outside to get
from one level to other is unacceptable. Unfortunately my sister died at the age of 44, but because of her cancer
treatments she was in a wheelchair towards the end of her life. | think about how people like my sister could not
drop off their child as the preschool and then go downstairs for programming without going outside. THAT IS NOT
OK!

Itis shameful that it is taking the city council this long to rezone such a valuable institution to our island. The time
is NOW to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from single gamily to a
commercial use as it is currently being used.

My hope is that you see the importance of the changes that need to happen to the SICC and you stop putting the
off what needs to be done today.
Please rezone NOW!

Thank you for taking the time to read,
Ricca Piha Poll



EX11.211

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:00 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Richard Tomaselli <rtomaselli@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 10:24 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As aresident of Mercer Island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This sets a
terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier

residential community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when
residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school.

Kind regards,
Richard Tomaselli

Sent from Gmail Mobile



EX11.212

Molly McGuire

From: Rick Clarfeld <rickclarfeld@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 3:59 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Zoning change

I'm writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation
of the SJCC property from single family to commercial.

My family, like many others, has benefitted by the presence of the JCC on Mercer Island. My
children and grandchildren have attended the preschool as well as the summer camps. They
learned how to swim, they developed skills in arts and crafts, and most importantly, they
were taught to embrace everyone in their community and treat everyone with respect. The "J"
provides opportunities for physical activity and cultural enrichment for all age groups in this
community. It's a real asset to Mercer Island. The population of the Island has grown and the
demand for the SJCC's services has grown with it - it's no wonder that the ] needs to

expand. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the | can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island.

Sincerely,

Rick Clarfeld



EX11.213

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 5:30 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: public hearing for CPA125-002

From: Shirley Chen <shirlingchen@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 2:33 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: public hearing for CPA125-002

Hello!

As a 10 years resident of Mercer island, | object to rezoning the JCC property to Commercial Office. This
sets a terrible precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when
residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to school.

Sincerely,
Shirley



EX11.214

Molly McGuire

From: Simeon Rubenstein <rubenstein.simeon@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:17 AM

To: Planning Commission

Cc: allison.vangorp@mercerisland.gov

Subject: Remodel of JCC

My name is Simeon Rubenstein - a retired physician My family and | moved to Mercer Island in 1972. Our three
children grew up here and went to our wonderful schools.

The JCC has been in integral part of our lives over the last 54 years - we met many of our friends there -- we have
attended many community functions there.

The JCC is a community resource with members from all backgrounds using the facilities and taking advantage of
the programming.

It’s past time for a refresh - a remodel and possible expansion. | encourage you and all the council members to
support the remodel to enhance the future opportunities for other families that live here now and into the future

Thanks for reading this

Simeon A Rubenstein
5327 84th PLSE

206 409 2981



EX11.215

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 5:29 PM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Stephanie Lee <ycstephani@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 3:59 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

Dear City Clerk,

As aresident of Mercer Island, | respectfully request that the public hearing regarding the proposed
rezoning of the JCC property be rescheduled until the fall. This proposal sets a concerning precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from its stated vision of being a premier residential community.

Holding a hearing on a matter of such significance during the summer limits meaningful public
participation and prevents many residents from having the opportunity to be informed and provide input.

A proposal that could have a lasting impact on the character of our community deserves the broadest
possible public engagement.

Best,
Stephanie Lee

Mercer Island Resident



EX11.216

Molly McGuire

From: Steve Chess <tripickle6@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 2:12 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC Property

| have been a member of the JCC for many years. The JCC deserves a facility that is up to code. As a
person with a long-term physical disability, many of the potential updates would be of great help to me
and others. Please amend the comprehensive plan to designate the JCC property from single family to
commercial use.

Thank you,
Stephen Chess



EX11.217

Molly McGuire

From: Suzanne Skinner <skinnersuzanne@hotmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:04 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Please amend the MI Comp Plan as requested by the JCC

Dear Mercer Island government members:

I am joining the chorus of residents urging that the City amend the comp plan to change the JCC's property
designation from single family to commercial.

This is a common sense change which reflects the current use and, moreover, will allow the JCC to undertake
important and essential renovations of its aging facility.

The JCC is absolutely integral to the fabric of the Mercer Island community. It's membership is affordable and
consequently, | have heard that one-third of Ml residents belong. It provides essential services to families:
after school programs, child care, summer camps, swimming lessons and so much more. It provides essential
services to seniors: specialized, affordable mobility and strength classes, senior social time and health clinics
and so much more. It opens its doors annually to a well-received, affordable film festival that is open to all:
where else on Ml can one see the latest international films open to all?

In short, it is essential that the City approve this comp plan change to keep the JCC able to play the key role it
plays in the lives of thousands of Ml residents.

And for heavens sakes, the City does not need any more single family residences. It needs community spaces
to support the families that call Ml home.

Suzanne Skinner
JCC member



EX11.218

Molly McGuire

From: Uri Bar-Joseph <uribarjoseph1@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 9:56 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: Karen Bar-Joseph

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

We’ve been members of the J since we moved to Mercer Island six years ago and have used the J’s
programming for over 15 years, while we lived in Seattle before moving to the Island. My wife’s family
have been a proud member of the J since 1990, and we plan for our kids and one day our grandkids to
continue this tradition.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community —as a community center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thank you for the consideration,
Uri Bar-Joseph



EX11.219

Molly McGuire

From: Wendy Kaufman <kaufmanwr@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 6:05 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Cc: kaufmanwr@gmail.com

Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

WE have been happily living on Mercer Island for more than 3 decades; and we have Been using the SICC for most
of that time. The “J” is a fantastic resource and addition To our community. But it needs and wants to create new
facilities. | totally support that effort.

| urge you to support amending the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC property from
single-family to commercial to enable the J to create an even better SICC.

Like so many Islanders we used the wonderful pre-school, after school programs (a tremendous resource for
working parents), and summer camp. We continue to use their exercise facility, wonderful fitness classes and
pool.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to allow it to more
effectively serve the Island community for many decades to come..

Thank you for your consideration.

Wendy Kaufman
206 3006720



EX11.220

Molly McGuire

From: Wendy Rosen <rawendy@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 12:25 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: JCC Comprehensive Plan Amendment

Dear Mercer Island City Council Members and Planning Commission Members,

I’m writing to you as a lifelong Mercer Island resident who also raised our children on Mercer Island. We
attended Mercer Island schools and have also been proud and involved lifelong members of the Stroum
Jewish Community Center (SJICC), starting with preschool.

Our family and so many fellow Mercer Islanders who we know have made countless lifelong friends at
the SJCC.

| am writing to you today to ask that you please support a Comprehensive Plan amendment, that would
create a viable path forward for the SICC to update the facility.

| ask that you consider this for several reasons.
1. The SICC is opento everyone. You do not need to be a member to come to the SJICC.
2. Abigger and better SICC will benefit the entire Island.
3. Everyoneis welcome at the SICC, regardless of age, ethnicity, religion, or gender.
4. The current space is old and limited and there are many ongoing and costly maintenance issues.
5. The SJCC is such an important part of our community, and with a remodel it will be able to serve
even more Mercer Island children, adults and seniors.
Thank you so much for your consideration and ongoing support for this beloved and critically important
Mercer Island institution.

My warmest regards,
Wendy Rosen

Wendy Rosen

4140 Boulevard Pl
Mercer Island, WA. 98040
206-353-3208

Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.221

Molly McGuire

From: Roberta Stern <mibobbie@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 10:26 AM
To: Planning Commission

Subject: Support

| want to add my POSITIVE support for you to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change designation of the SICC
property from single family to commercial.

As a Mercer Island resident since 1959, acquiring the SJCC was a fantastic addition to the stellar lifestyle we still
value.

My father, Herb Meltzer, served on the original Construction Committee & my mother Fern Meltzer, served on the
Board of Trustees & Co-Chaired the Ground Breaking Ceremony.

Because the SJCC has been so well managed & inclusive, our family has enjoyed over 50 years of lifetime
enrichment opportunities. Programs including Pre-School, Athletic , Camping, Arts & Cultural have been available
for all ages.

Daughter Dana spent her childhood years developing skills & friendships & leadership prowess while participating
on Gymnastics & Swim Team. As an adult, Dana worked as Senior Program Director & Group Fitness Coordinator.
She initiated the outstanding Rock Steady Boxing for Parkinson’s program as well as many other innovative
wellness programs.

Our granddaughter Molly also benefitted from the incredibly well run Athletic & Theater Arts opportunities.

Molly, presently teaching First Grade @ Ben Franklin Elementary, produced 3 plays at the school where she
received the Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award.

And where did Molly get her inspiration?

Where did she develop her skills?

AT THE SJCC!!

Grandson Mason who participated @ SJCC camp & other many other athletic activities will now be Mercer Island
High School Head Coach this fall.

And where did he develop his passion for Coaching & for working with young kids?

Yep ! At the SICC!!

SJCC is a beacon of light on our precious island & a treasure for all ages to enjoy!!

Thank you for your support.

Bobbie Meltzer Stern

Sent from my iPhone



EX11.222

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 9:16 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: Public hearing for CPA25-002

From: Camberly Gilmartin <camberlyg@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, July 29, 2026 11:07 PM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>
Subject: Public hearing for CPA25-002

As a resident of Mercer Island, | object to proposed rezoning of the JCC property to Commercial
Office. This sets an unfair and inequitable precedent and moves Mercer Island away from its goal of
being a premier residential community. | further object to the hearing to consider the proposal being
held during a time when a majority of island residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back
to school and ask the City to postpone this important community hearing to early Fall when island
families are back in town and children are settled back into school. This will allow for broader
participation, consideration and discussion by the overall Mercer Island community so that an
informed equitable decision may be made.

Thank you for your consideration,

Camberly Gilmartin



EX11.223

Molly McGuire

From: Nadine and Lou Samter/Stubecki <louandnadine@msn.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 11:07 AM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council

Subject: Proposed Amendment of Comprehensive Plan to Designate SJCC as Commercial Property

['m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SJCC
property from single family to commercial. | have attended programs and other events there and the SJCC
is not only the primary hub of the Jewish community in King County, but it serves the more general
community in Mercer Island. The ] has been serving the Mercer Island community - as a community
center - for over 55 years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality
and ensure the ] can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.
Best regards, Nadine Samter

Get Outlook for iOS




EX11.224

Molly McGuire

From: Deb Estrada

Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 9:19 AM
To: Molly McGuire

Subject: FW: public hearing for CPA125-002

From: ping zhao _ YHOO <pingzhao1990@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, July 30, 2026 6:14 AM

To: City Clerk <cityclerk@mercerisland.gov>

Subject: public hearing for CPA125-002

Hello!

As a 10 years resident of Mercer island, | object to rezoning the JCC to Commercial Office. This sets a terrible precedent
and moves Mercer Island away from its stated goal of being a premier residential community. | further object to the
hearing to consider the proposal being during a time when residents are on summer vacation and preparing for back to
school.

Thank you,

Ping Zhao
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone




EX11.225

Molly McGuire

From: Scott Rockfeld <scott@rockfeld.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 4:19 PM

To: Planning Commission; Alison Van Gorp; Deb Estrada; Council
Subject: Support Proposed Zoning Change for the SJCC

To the Members of the Planning Commission:

I’m writing to urge your support to amend the Comprehensive Plan to change the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to commercial.

My kids have attended the J since preschool and continue to this day. It’s an important part of the Jewish
community, at a time when we really need the support.

The J has been serving the Mercer Island community — as a community center for all - for over 55
years. Please align the comprehensive plan and land use maps to reflect that reality and ensure the J
can continue to serve our community and thrive on Mercer Island for the next 55 years.

Thanks
Scott and Cindy Rockfeld

South Mercer Island.



EX012

Applicant JCC Response to Comments Received through 7/28/26

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to public comments received regarding our
application to redesignate the JCC property to CO to align its land use/zoning with its actual use,
which will facilitate remodeling/reconfiguration of the JCC, so that it can remain a Mercer Island
institution for the next 50 years.

The majority of the comments were supportive of the change, recognizing the special place the
JCC holds in the community, and recognizing the fact that this is a technical zoning change
needed to allow the J to meaningfully remodel its building, and in doing so, address existing
parking and traffic issues.

The rest of the comments include a variation of the following themes:

e Concern that this application sets a precedent that somehow undermines the residential
nature of Mercer Island

e Concern that this application changes the property to commercial use

e Concern about traffic/parking/neighborhood impact issues

e Concern about lack of information on a “future plan,” which may have impacts

e Accusation that the JCC is out of compliance with its current permit requirements

e Statement that JCCis receiving “special treatment” and should be subject to a CUP that
includes binding conditions

e Objection to holding public hearing during summer, when people are out of town
The following is a brief response to concerns raised.

Comment: Concern that this application sets a precedent that somehow undermines the
residential nature of Mercer Island

Response: This cannot be the case, it is not the way land use law works. This application only
covers the JCC-owned property. Anyone who would want to change the designation of their
property would need to submit an application to the City that must be docketed for
consideration on the City’s work plan, and then considered by the City Council under the City’s
approval criteria. Redesignations/rezones do not have precedential effect under the law.
Further, this specific land has been used as a community facility for the last 55 years. Changing
the underlying zoning to reflect actual use has zero impact on the residential nature of Mercer
Island.

Comment: Concern that this application changes the use of the property to include more
commercial uses



Response: No. The JCC has been here since 1969 and its use will not change. The only reason
we are asking for a zoning change is due to the changes the City itself made to the single family
zoning code in 2017. That change strictly limits the amount of square footage that can be built
on single family zoned properties. In addition, in 2022, the City issued an interpretation to the
JCC that even as an existing nonconforming property, no variances could be sought from that
strict limitation. The City’s nonconforming rules do not allow the JCC to complete the remodels
necessary (which will improve the traffic and parking issues that exist), without conforming to
the current single family code. This would mean that under the current single family code the
JCC could only build a 5,000 s.f. community center (the current center is approximately 90,000
s.f.). The City has not evidenced a willingness to change this strict square footage limitations as
applied to community centers. The JCCis left with no other choice but to redesignate its
property to CO, which does not have such strict square footage limitations, which includes
setbacks and other standards that are properly protective of surrounding neighbors, and would
allow the reconfiguration and remodel for a new JCC that would be roughly the same square
footage as today.

Comment: Concern about existing traffic/parking/neighborhood impact issues.

Response: To the extent that traffic and parking issues are existing, they cannot be solved if the
JCC remains zoned single family, due to the fact that the site is nonconforming and any
proposed changes could not conform to the single family zoning standards. In order to address
these neighborhood impact concerns, the property needs to be rezoned to CO. Otherwise, the
JCCis unable to realign its building footprint to minimize its impact, address parking, and
address safety and ADA needs.

Comment: Concern about lack of information on a “future plan,” which may have impacts

The current rezoning proposal was reviewed for potential impacts under the State
Environmental Policy Act (“SEPA”) as a nonproject action, given the fact that nothing is actually
being built—this is simply a map change. Any future plan that includes a building proposal will
be reviewed as a “project action” under SEPA—and the more specific issues related to trip
generation, turning movements, parking counts, pedestrian safety, noise, or any other impact.
SEPA includes substantive mitigation authority, meaning that the City can place conditions of
approval on the future project that must be followed in perpetuity.

Comment: Accusation that the JCC is out of compliance with its current permit requirements.
This is false. The Jis in compliance with all of these requirements and there is no open code
complaint on the JCC for noncompliance with CUP permit conditions. It’s unfortunate that a
few people are spreading misinformation.



Comment: Statement that the JCC is receiving “special treatment” and should be subject to a
CUP that includes binding conditions.

Response: The JCC is not receiving special treatment. In fact, the JCC has been attempting to
update its facilities for 10 years and has encountered difficulty at every turn. As stated above,
the ability to remodel and reconfigure in a single family zone was taken from the JCC as an
option by the City when it changed its zoning in 2017 and issued interpretations in 2022
removing the variance option. A CUP in a single family zone is no more protective than are SEPA
conditions placed in a CO zoned property—and we do anticipate there will be required
conditions of approval, particularly related to traffic and pedestrian safety. SEPA conditions are
binding for the life of a project, just like the CUP.

Comment: Objection to holding the public hearing during summer, when people are out of
town.

Response: This hearing was rescheduled from July, and has had public notice issued since June.
In addition, this specific proposal has been public, with multiple public notices published as part
of the docketing process, for the last 2 years. Given the volume of comments received
(approximately 80 to date), it does not appear as though the public is having an issue with
receiving public notice or submitting their comments for consideration. Finally, there are
several subsequent public comment/hearing opportunities regarding this proposal before the
City Council and the Hearing Examiner.

Comments received/individual responses

Commenter Email Address Date Content of Comment Response
Received

Anthony abastone@gmail.com 7/14/2026 | As a resident of Mercer Island, | Thank you for

Bastone am writing to formally object to your comment.

the proposed rezoning of the JCC
property to Commercial Office. |
believe this change sets a
concerning precedent that
deviates from Mercer Island's
stated goal of maintaining its
character as a premier residential
community. | also wish to express
my objection to the timing of the
hearing. Scheduling this
discussion during the summer,
when many residents are on
vacation or preparing for the
upcoming school year, limits the

The JCC parcel
has not been in
single family use
since 1969. The
change does
nothing to
change the
character of the
island. No uses
on the site will
be changed.




community's ability to participate
effectively in the process. Thank
you for considering my concerns.

Further, this
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, and
the issue was
docketed two
years ago, giving
the community
plenty of time to
comment.
There are
additional
opportunities to
comment later
in this process.

Art & Pat
McGougan

ampm38@comcast.net

7/17/2026

We have lived on the Island for
over 50 years. This is residential
area and not for Commercial
purposes. It could add more
traffic, that we already have too
much of. Also the hearing should
be at a time when people will be
home from vacations not during
the summer months.

Thank you for
your comment.

The JCC parcel
has not been in
single family use
since 1969. The
change does
nothing to
change the
character of the
island. No uses
on the site will
be changed.

Further, this
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, and
the issue was
docketed two
years ago, giving
the community
plenty of time to
comment.
There are
additional
opportunities to
comment later
in this process.

Blake Zhang

bzblake347 @gmail.com

7/9/2026

| got a letter in the mail about the
public hearing for this project at
Stroum Jewish Community

Thank you for
your comment.
These studies




Center. It doesn't say in the letter
but has this been fully approved?
| live right across the street from
JCC so this has the biggest impact
on me. Thanks. | would want to
understand whether these have
been conducted / considered:
traffic study, event parking plan,
no overflow parking on nearby
residential streets, lighting
directed away from homes,
strong landscape screening on E
Mercer Way, limits on outdoor
amplified sound, and disclosure
of max building height facing E
Mercer Way.

will be
conducted as
part of any
building-specific
review, and we
look forward to
engaging with
you during that
process. In
terms of parking
and traffic issues
that exist, one of
the reasons the
rezone is
necessary is to
allow the JCC to
reconfigure to
fix these pre-
existing issues.

Brooke Pariser

brookepariser@gmail.com

7/17/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. | attended
preschool and summer camp at
the JCC and both of my children
have done the same. My entire
family grew up at the JCC and
nothing has changed at all in that
time and it desperately needs a
lot of improvements to be able to
sustain the future generations as
the current building is falling
apart. The J has been serving the
Mercer Island community - as a
community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your comment,
we look forward
to another 60+
years on the
Island.

Deb Arnold

debarnold01@gmail.com

7/17/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single
family to commercial. As a

Thank you for
your comment,
we look forward
to another 60+




member of the greater Seattle
Jewish community, | have
attended countless cultural
events at the J over the years,
including yearly attendance at
the Seattle Jewish Film Festival.
The J has been one of the vital
organs of our community for over
55 years. We need it to survive
and thrive. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years. Thank you for your
attention in this matter.

years on the
Island.

Erin K Randall

erin.randall.v2@gmail.com

7/16/2026

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
object to rezoning the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider
the proposal being during a time
when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back
to school.

Thank you for
your comment.

The JCC parcel
has not been in
single family use
since 1969. The
change does
nothing to
change the
character of the
island. No uses
on the site will
be changed.

Further, this
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, and
the issue was
docketed two
years ago, giving
the community
plenty of time to
comment.
There are
additional
opportunities to
comment later
in this process.




Henry &
Magdalen
Hwang

magdalenhwang@yahoo.com

7/17/2026

We object to the proposal to
rezone the JCC property to
Commercial Office. Our home is
one of the closest residences to
the JCC, and its existing
operations have already had a
significant impact on our daily
lives. These impacts include
increased traffic, noise from the
summer camp, and congestion
during special events. On those
occasions, visitors often park
wherever they can, including
along the shoulder of East
Mercer Way, creating safety
hazards for pedestrians and
cyclists. We also object to holding
the public hearing during the
summer, when many residents
are away on vacation or occupied
with preparations for the
upcoming school year. Scheduling
the hearing at this time limmits
meaningful public participation in
a decision that will have a lasting
impact on the surrounding
neighborhood. Thank you for
your consideration.

Thank you for
your comment.
It appears that
your home is
across 40"
Street from the
JCC property.
Additional
setbacks are
required in the
CO zone. In
terms of parking
and traffic issues
that exist, one of
the reasons the
rezone is
necessary is to
allow the JCC to
reconfigure to
fix these pre-
existing issues.
In addition, any
future project
on the site will
be subject to
review under
the State
Environmental
Policy Act
(SEPA), which
will require
noise, traffic,
parking, and
other
neighborhood
impact studies.

Jessica Prince

jgprince@hotmail.com

7/14/2026

Finally...the hearing for the JCC
rezone -- so long overdue! Thank
you for finally scheduling the
hearing for August 5. So many
residents are eager for this to
pass to improve both the JCC
AND traffic around the area. It's
going to be awesome once the J
can make their improvements
that will benefit the entire
community and local residents
and their members. And have the

Thank you for
your comment.




building zoned properly for what
itis.

John & Kathleen
O'Rourke

johnsorourke@gmail.com

7/6/2026

My wife and | have lived on
Mercer Island since 2007 in the
Mercerwood neighborhood near
the SICC. We raised our daughter
here, taught her to ride a bike on
the low-traffic neighborhood
roads, and appreciate the deer
and other wildlife that live in the
forest in the ravine bordering the
SICC and north of SE 40th Street.
We've created an intentional
community with our neighbors
hosting National Night Out
events, holiday gatherings, and
supporting our kids with Girl
Scout cookie sales, impromptu
games of baseball in the cul-de-
sac, and walk and talks with
nearby families. We are writing
as a concerned neighbor
regarding CPA25-002 - the
Comprehensive Plan
Amendment. We support the
SJCC and recognize its value to
Mercer Island. However, our
concern, and reason for this
note, is not with the SJCC itself
but with the permanent zoning
and Comprehensive Plan changes
being requested. There is already
a lot of change that has
happened near the SICC since we
first moved here, and more is
currently underway. Traffic during
the day for the SJICC combined
with peak school hours for the
French American School of Puget
Sound has gotten to a point
where its dangerous to cars,
bicycles, and pedestrians as
harried parents rush to pickup or
dropoff their kids and patrons
come in and out of the JCC.
During holidays and events at the
Temple, parking along East
Mercer Way and up SE 40th

Thank you for
your comment.
In terms of
parking and
traffic issues
that exist, one of
the reasons the
rezone is
necessary is to
allow the JCC to
reconfigure to
fix these pre-
existing issues.
The use of the
JCC property is
not being
changed—the
zoning is simply
being aligned to
the use that has
been in place
since 1969. We
would also
direct you to the
SEPA
determination
that has been
made by the City
regarding this
nonproject
action that
included
environmental
study at the
appropriate
level of detail for
this type of land
use application.
We look forward
to engaging with
you and working
with you as this
process
continues—
there will be
several




Street is such that cars line both
sides of the street, and since
there are no sidewalks,
pedestrians dangerously walk
into the lanes of oncoming
traffic. The infrastructure in this
area is simply not ready for
increased traffic, tenants, etc. It is
a primarily residential area, and
should remain that way. As we
read through the documents
available at [Mercer Island Permit
Bulletin], this application is being
presented as a way to align the
zoning with the SJCC's existing
use. However, the City of Mercer
Island (the "City" henceforth) is
not being asked to approve the
site as it exists today. The City is
being asked to change the
property from residential to
Commercial Office zoning,
creating new development rights
that would remain with the
property long into the future.
What concerns us most is that no
specific redevelopment proposal
is being reviewed at this time.
The application repeatedly states
that there will be little or no
impact because this is a
"nonproject" action. Yet without
a project proposal, neither the
City nor neighboring residents
can fully evaluate future traffic,
parking, noise, lighting, building
scale, or other impacts that could
result from the broader
Commerical Office zoning being
requested. Mercer Island's
Comprehensive Plan emphasizes
protected neighborhood
character while balancing the
needs of community institutions.
We do not believe the record
currently demonstrates that this
balance has been achieved. The
fact that the existing zoning may

additional
opportunities to
make comment
and engage with
decisionmakers
throughout this
process,
including the
design process,
which requires a
public hearing.




make future redevelopment
difficult is not, by itself, a
sufficient reason to redesignate
residential land to a commerical
classification. Before making a
permanent change to the
Comprehensive Plan and zoning
map, the City should require a
clearer understanding of the
future impacts that could result
and demonstrate that the
proposal is fully consistent with
the City's long-standing
commitment to protecting
residential neighborhoods. These
findings should be proactively
distributed with ample time for
review, conversation and
discussion, and not scheduled
near a major holiday or over the
summer when so many travel.
For these reasons and so many
more, we respectfully request
that the City deny the application
as currently proposed, and
require substantially more
analysis, community, and
availability of specific plans for
development before amending
the Comprehensive Plan. Thank
you for your consideration.

Michele
Murburg

mmurburg@comcast.net

7/16/2026

As the 40 plus year owner of a
home on Shoreclub Drive, and
the mother of two offspring who
attended preschool and after
school and summer camps at the
JCC, | am very supportive of the
organization overall. However,
this proposed rezoning of the JCC
to commercial/office is a terrible
idea. First of all, traffic is already
extremely bad in that area,
particularly when the JCC and/or
French School are ending their
school, camp or daycare days or
having special events. | recently
sat for nearly 10 minutes in
traffic, trying to get off of

Thank you for
your comment.
To be clear, the
use of the
property is not
changing—this
is a zoning
change that is
required due to
new constraints
in the single
family code. No
additional
commercial uses
will be on the
property—just
the JCC. Simply




westbound 190 because of the
traffic going into and out of the
JCC. This intolerable traffic
situation would worsen even
further if rezoning is allowed.
Furthermore, due to the JCC
preschool, and the French school,
there are many children crossing
East Mercer Way in front of the
JCC at multiple times during each
day, even into dark hours in
winter. These kids would be
further endangered by a
situation that could engender
even more traffic than is already
present. Sadly, not everyone
drives carefully or attentively and
| have personally witnessed near
misses when kids moved
unexpectedly while trying to
cross. Commerical use areas are
not needed in this part of Mercer
Island, more office space is most
certainly not needed in our
region overall, and commercial
zoning would detract from the
residential quality of life for
property owners in this area of
Mercer Island. Who would
compensate the residents of this
area of town for the likely loss of
peace and quiet; increased
traffic, noise, air pollution, and
pedestrian hazards, and overall
lessened quality of life there is
the zoning of the JCC to
commercial/office is approved?
Would the JCC be willing to
provide such compensation? |
suspect not, and even if they
were, money could not
adequately compensate for the
loss of quality of life. The very
idea of rezoning to
commercial/office seems quite
unnecessary and most
undesirable. There is in fact
already plenty of underutilized

put, to remodel
the JCC and
reconfigure
parking and
access, we need
a new zoning
code.




commercial space in downtown
near Mercer Island and in the
south end, where commercial
zoning is already permitted, and
there is already massive
underutilization of both retail
and office space in both Bellevue
and Seattle. There is absolutely
no need to extend
commercial/office zoning to the
JCC based on any sort of
reasonable community needs.
There isn't even a bus stop near
the JCC any longer, much less a
train stop, to justify even a coffee
kiosk. Exactly whose interests
would be served here by
approving a zoning change? It is
certainly not good for either the
children who attend the JCC, or
for the residential neighbors who
live around the JCC who already
have to battle annoying and
often dangerous traffic and
attendant air pollution and noise
caused by the already existing
activities at the JCC. Commercial
rezoning extension anywhere on
the island is certainly not good
for the purpose of maintaining
the near pristine environment of
Mercer Island, an ecologically
vulnerable area which, if well
managed, can withstand being a
primarily residential community
but not a center of commerce.
The community's commercially
zoned areas already in existence
provide for the needs of Mercer
Island more than adequately.
Moreover, the hearing on this
proposal should be held at a time
when citizens of Mercer Island
are likely to be on island,
available, and able to voice their
opinions on this matter. It
appears highly manipulative on
someone's part to schedule such




an important and impactful
meeting at times when the
community cannot participate to
a maximum degree. | don't know
with whom this bad idea
originated, but | am firmly
opposed to it. Thank you for
what | hope will be a careful and
thoughtful decision to deny this
change in zoning.

Mike Adler

madler1988@gmail.com

7/17/2026

| am writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. My family
moved to the Seattle area in
2006 and have been JCC
members since then for 20 and
have benefitted from the
excellent programs and services
made available to the community
there. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your comment.

Mike Post

mpost23@outlook.com

7/16/2026

| have questions about the
rezoning petition for the JCC.
What is it that they want to do,
that they can't do under the
current zoning? | don't want to
wake up one morning to see new
commercial offices or a bigger
school being built on the current
site. The JCC is great, | have no
problem with the JCC. | am not as
happy with the French American
School. Isn't that operated on JCC
property with JCC cooperation?
It's the traffic that is the problem.
| live at 9974 SE 39th St just off
East Mercer Way and only a
couple blocks from the entrance
to the JCC and the school. In the
mornings and afternoons, | am
afraid to walk north along East

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
JCCis not
changing, no
additional
commercial uses
are being added.
The zoning
change is
needed because
the single family
zoning code was
changed to
include an 8,000
s.f. limit on the
property that
our building
cannot conform
to! In order to




Mercer at the JCC entrance
because of the high traffic
volume. People are coming from
both north and south and equal
numbers are exiting. I've seen
many near misses between
through traffic and exiting traffic.
It doesn't really get better in the
summer because of summer
camps. Anyway, | agree with the
folks who say that the public
hearing should be in October
when more island residents are
home. And | think more people
on the south end of the island
that use East Mercer Way need
to be made aware of potential
traffic impacts. And as of this
minute | don't believe the
rezoning should go forward
without a lot more detail about
the plans that would need a
rezone.

address existing
parking and
traffic issues, we
need to
reconfigure, and
in order to do
that we need a
new zone.

Narita
Ghumman

narita.ghumman@gmail.com

7/16/2026

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
object to rezoning the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider
the proposal being during a time
when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back
to school. How do | get more
information about the proposed
changes and how will that impact
my community?

Thank you for
your comment.

The JCC parcel
has not been in
single family use
since 1969. The
change does
nothing to
change the
character of the
island. No uses
on the site will
be changed.

Further, this
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, and
the issue was
docketed two
years ago, giving
the community
plenty of time to
comment.




There are
additional
opportunities to
comment later
in this process.

Rick Tydings rtydings@comcast.net 7/1/2026 As a former homeowner that Thank you for
lived next to the JCC for 22 years | your comment.
and was forced out by the In order to
congestion, I'm totally opposed address existing
to their efforts of any zoning parking and
changes. Please keep me posted | traffic issues, we
on the hearings. need to

reconfigure, and
in order to do
that we need a
new zone.

Rosanne rflapan@gmail.com 7/17/2026 | I'm writing to urge your support Thank you for

Fleischmann to amend the Comprehensive your comment.

Lapan Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. [State why
you value the J, and your
relationship with the J. For
example: I've been coming to the
J since...; My kids have attended
the J...; My family has used the
J....] The J has been serving the
Mercer Island community -- as a
community center for all -- for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years. | am a longtime Mercer
Island homeowner.

Shang Xinli shangxinli@hotmail.com 7/13/2026 | As a resident of Mercer Island, | Thank you for

object to rezoning the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider
the proposal being during a time
when residents are on summer

your comment.

The JCC parcel
has not been in
single family use
since 1969. The
change does
nothing to
change the
character of the




vacation and preparing for back
to school.

island. No uses
on the site will
be changed.

Further, this
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, and
the issue was
docketed two
years ago, giving
the community
plenty of time to
comment.
There are
additional
opportunities to
comment later
in this process.

SJCC Facilities

facilities@sjcc.org

7/17/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community -- as a community
center for all -- for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect
that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Thank you for
your comment.

Stephanie Castle

stephaniejb354@hotmail.com

7/17/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. My
children both attended the Early
Childhood School for preschool
and now attend J Camp in the
summers. We are not Jewish but
have so loved and appreciated
the warm, caring and inclusive
community of staff and members
who have welcomed us. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community in this way -- as a

Thank you for
your comment.




community center school -- for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
bless our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years and beyond.

Sven Kratz svenkratz@fastmail.com 7/16/2026 | As a resident of Mercer Island, | Thank you for
am writing to object to the your comment.
proposed rezone of the JCC
property (CPA25-002) from The JCC parcel
residential to Commercial Office. | has not been in
A change of this kind sets a single family use
troubling precedent and moves since 1969. The
the Island away from its stated change does
goal of remaining a premier nothing to
residential community. My change the
concern is heightened by the fact | character of the
that the JCC appears to have island. No uses
unresolved code compliance on the site will
issues on the two residential lots | be changed.
it purchased last year -- including
summer camp activities and Further, this
overheight fencing that fall hearing was
outside what residential zoning rescheduled
permits. It seems premature to from July, and
expand the property's allowed the issue was
uses through a rezone while docketed two
existing residential conditions are | years ago, giving
not being met. Full compliance the community
with the current zoning and the plenty of time to
original Conditional Use Permit comment.
should be established before any | There are
rezone is even considered. | also | additional
object to scheduling the hearing | opportunities to
in the middle of summer, when comment later
many residents are travelling or in this process.
preparing for the start of the
school year and are far less able
to follow or participate. Please
reschedule this matter for a time
when the community can
meaningfully weigh in. Thank you
for your consideration.

Sydney sydneyraetomlinson@gmail.com 7/14/2026 | As a resident of Mercer Island, | Thank you for

Tomlinson object to rezoning the JCC your comment.

property to commercial office.




This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community, we did
not move her to live in a
commercial setting or downtown.
This is a residential area and we
have already been affected by
the lack of planning by the JCC. |
further object to the hearing to
consider the proposal being
during a time when residents are
on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school this
seems like a very calculated
move on the JCC's part.

The JCC parcel
has not been in
single family use
since 1969. The
change does
nothing to
change the
character of the
island. No uses
on the site will
be changed.

Further, this
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, and
the issue was
docketed two
years ago, giving
the community
plenty of time to
comment.
There are
additional
opportunities to
comment later
in this process.

Teresa & Wally
Hall

teresajkhall@gmail.com

7/6/2026

Having lived on Mercer Island for
more than forty years in the
Mercerwood neighborhood near
the SICC, we have watched our
community evolve while
retaining the residential
character that makes it such a
special place to live. It is in that
spirit that we are writing
regarding CPA25-002. First, we
want to emphasize that we value
the SICC and the many ways it
serves island residents. The issue
before the City is not whether
the SICC is an important
community asset. It clearly is.
Our concern is with the long-
term implications of the zoning
and Comprehensive Plan changes
being requested. After reviewing
the application materials

Thank you for
your comment.
In terms of
parking and
traffic issues
that exist, one of
the reasons the
rezone is
necessary is to
allow the JCC to
reconfigure to
fix these pre-
existing issues.
The use of the
JCC property is
not being
changed—the
zoning is simply
being aligned to
the use that has
been in place




available through the City's
permit bulletin, it appears that
the request is being framed as
simply bringing the property's
zoning into alignment with its
current use. However, the
decision before the City goes
much further than recognizing
what exists today. It would
permanently redesignate
residentially designated property
to Commercial Office, creating
future development
opportunities and rights that
would remain in place
indefinitely. What gives us pause
is that there is no actual
redevelopment proposal for the
City or neighboring residents to
review. We are being asked to
evaluate a permanent change in
land use policy without knowing
what a future project might look
like or how it might affect the
surrounding neighborhood.
Questions about traffic, parking,
building scale, noise, lighting, and
neighborhood compatibility are
largely being deferred to some
future date. Once the zoning
change is approved, however, the
community will no longer have
the opportunity to weigh in on
whether that broader land use
designation is appropriate for this
location. The Mercer Island
Comprehensive Plan has long
recognized the importance of
both community institutions and
stable residential neighborhoods.
In our view, this application has
not yet demonstrated how those
competing interests are being
balanced. The fact that existing
zoning may constrain future
redevelopment does not
necessarily mean that
residentially designated land

since 1969. We
would also
direct you to the
SEPA
determination
that has been
made by the City
regarding this
nonproject
action that
included
environmental
study at the
appropriate

level of detail for
this type of land
use application.

We look forward
to engaging with
you and working
with you as this
process
continues—
there will be
several
additional
opportunities to
make comment
and engage with
decisionmakers
throughout this
process,
including the
design process,
which requires a
public hearing.




should be converted to a
commercial designation. For that
reason, we believe the City
should proceed carefully and
require a much clearer
understanding of the practical
impacts and long-term
consequences of this proposal
before making a permanent
amendment to the
Comprehensive Plan and zoning
map. We respectfully ask that the
City deny the application as
currently proposed, or
alternatively require additional
analysis and community review
before taking further action.
Thank you for your time and
consideration. Please reply to this
mail so that we know you have
recieved this and our comments
are registered.

Tyler

46 _oat_parkway@icloud.com

7/14/2026

As a resident who lives very near
the JCC, | oppose the proposed
rezone to commercial office. |
much prefer the area to stay
residential like it is when my wife
and | moved here 6 years ago. |
also support rescheduling the
hearing to the autumn when
residents are more able to
attend. Thanks!

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
JCCis not
changing. No
additional
commercial uses
will be added.
In addition, the
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, the
issue has been
in front of the
City for two
years, and there
will be many
additional
opportunities in
this process for
the public to
comment. Given
the volume of
comments
received by the
City, it is clear




that there is no
issue related to
notice of the
project.

Zivit Shechter-
Nissim

zivit_s@hotmail.com

7/17/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJICC property from single-
family to commercial. | first got
to know the SJICC when we
moved to the US and were
looking for a preschool for our
daughter. We found an amazing
preschool but we also found a
family at the J - where all our kids
grew up (after school activities,
summer camps, swim lessons
etc), where we attend events and
cultural gatherings, and where
we all regularly exercise and
swim. The J has been serving the
Mercer Island community -- as a
community center for all -- for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your comment.

A.M.

degree.album_5I@icloud.com

7/20/2026

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
strongly object to rezoning the
JCC property to Commercial
Office. This sets a terrible
precedent and moves Mercer
Island away from its stated goal
of being a premier residential
community. This will lead to near
by French American school to do
the same and the current already
busy traffic will be even more
that itself will affect the property
owners in this neighborhood not
ideal place to live if it passed.
Therefore, | object to the hearing
to consider the proposal being
during a time when residents are
in summer vacation and

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
JCCis not
changing. No
additional
commercial uses
will be added.
In addition, the
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, the
issue has been
in front of the
City for two
years, and there
will be many
additional




preparing for back to school. All
the concerning neighbors must
get a fair and reasonable date to
attend for the healing.

opportunities in
this process for
the public to
comment. Given
the volume of
comments
received by the
City, it is clear
that there is no
issue related to
notice of the
project.

Albert Angel

aangels@aol.com

7/20/2026

Please allow the sjcc to grow and
thrive and zone as they request |
grew up at the J. My 4 children
grew up at the J And now my
grandchildren at the J Invaluable
resource for children adults and
now as | am experiencing seniors
Thank you

Thank you for
your comment.

Alexis Odell

alexis.odell@gmail.com

7/17/2026

As a long time member of the
JCC, | urge you to help our
Mercer Island community thrive
by allowing the rezoning of the
JCC property. My family has used

the JCC daily for the last 17 years.

My kids were in preschool there.
We work out there and now my
eldest son is a camp counselor
for their summer camp. This
institution is an important third
place for many Mercer Island
residents. We would like to see it
evolve to meet the needs of
current and future Mercer Island
residents. We believe the rezone
will allow this evolution to occur
responsibly. And it is critical to
support necessary building and
facility updates and remodeling.
Please do your part to help
ensure the safety of our JCC
community.

Thank you for
your comment.

Andrew lwano

andycolleen12@gmail.com

7/21/2026

As a resident of the
neighborhood near the JCC, | am
concerned about the
consideration of the rezoning of
the JCC property from residential

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
JCCis not
changing. No




to commercial. There is enough
pressure on neighborhood traffic
patterns under current zoning.
Adding additional vehicle traffic
under the rezone would create
access and safety issues for all
Island residents using the East
Mercer Way ramp to [-90. At the
very least, the scheduled hearing
on July 31 should be postponed
to a date later in the year to
encourage input from the Ml
community. What is the purpose
of the rezone? Mercer Island is
essentially a residential
community, not a commercial
hub. We should recognize this
and not open up additional land
to commercial development.

additional
commercial uses
will be added.
In addition, the
hearing was
rescheduled
from July, the
issue has been
in front of the
City for two
years, and there
will be many
additional
opportunities in
this process for
the public to
comment. Given
the volume of
comments
received by the
City, it is clear
that there is no
issue related to
notice of the

project.

Anne Woodley a.woodley@comcast.net 7/20/2026 | Rezonging As a resident of Thank you for
Mercer Island, | object to your comment.
rezoning the JCC property to The rezone is
Commercial Office. We have a necessary to
traffic problem at our current retain the JCCin
use. The new school being built this location and
will add to that. This sets a to be able to
terrible precedent a... address any

existing parking/
traffic issues.

Carla cjtobis@gmail.com 7/20/2026 | | will be unable to attend the Thank you for

Greenbaum upcoming Planning Commission your comment.

meeting in person, yet | am
passionate about the need to
modify the Comprehensive plan
and land use maps to address the
erroneous designation of the JCC
as a single family property. My
name is Carla Greenbaum. I've
been a Mercer Island resident for
more than 30 years and a
member of the Jewish
Community Center for the same




length of time. My four children,
who are now adults with their
own families and all of whom live
on Mercer Island, all attended
JCC pre-school and camps,
participated in sports through
the JCC and developed lasting
relationships. My five Mercer
Island grandchildren are now also
active at the JCC. In addition, is
my own personnel connection. |
regularly use the pool to swim
laps, | attend exercise classes,
and interact with others at
events such as celebration of
holidays, movies, education. The
JCC has been an essential part of
my family's life for decades and
has been a key attraction of living
on Mercer Island all these years.
The current designation of the
SICC as a single family property is
patently incorrect. The JCC has
been a community center -
serving the Mercer Island
community for more than 50
years. I'm therefore writing to
urge your support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan - and align
the zoning with the reality that
the property is a commercial and
not-single family residence. This
change in the comprehensive
plan and land use maps will allow
the JCC to continue to add value
to Mercer Island residents for the
future.

Cathy & Jim Ford

fordjc@comcast.net

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. My
husband and | joined the "J"
several years ago. Now that we
are spending more time on
Mercer Island while at the J, we
find that we have been doing
more of our shopping on Mercer

Thank you for
your comment.




Island. Supporting local
businesses (or their branches)
such as Island Books, Able
Acupuncture, Metropolitan
Market, QFC, Mercer Island
Farmer's Market, Barrels Wine
Shop, True Value Hardware (so
much better than Home Depot),
Shell station, Mercer Island
Pilates, Bank of America (Mercer
Island branch). Allowing the J to
better serve the community with
an improved facility serves
everyone. The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community --
as a community center for all -
for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Cindy Paborsky

dcpaborsky@yahoo.com

7/21/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJICC property from single-
family to commercial. | have been
a member of the J for more than
15 years. | have met and built a
community of people thru the J. |
am an active user of the fitness
center, pool, regularly play
pickleball during rainy season
and attend community events,
comedians, author talks, and
movie festivals. It is a huge asset
to living on Mercer Island. The J
has been serving the Mercer
Island community -- as a
community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your comment.




Cynthia Moller

cindmo724@gmail.com

7/20/2026

All should be held to the same
regulations. Problems that would
occur, if no restrictions were in
place, would not be able to be
resolved. No special allowances
for anyone. Please schedule
hearing during a time all can
attend. Not Summer vacation or
beginning of school year.

Thank you for
your comment.
The JCC will be
held to the CO
regulations,
which are
restrictive in
terms of
protections for
neighboring
properties. This
is not a special
allowance. In
addition, the
hearing was
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are
additional
opportunities
for public
comment and
given the
volume of
comments
received
regarding the
matter, it is clear
there is no
public notice or
scheduling issue.

David Paborsky

dmp@igpequity.com

7/20/2026

| am writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. | have been
a member of the J for more than
15 years. | have met and know
100's of people thru the J. | am
an active user of the fitness
center, pool, regularly play
pickleball during rainy season
and attend community events,
comedians, author talks, and
movie festivals. It is a huge asset

Thank you for
your comment.




to living on Mercer Island. The J
has been serving the Mercer
Island community - as a
community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Denise Joffe

densiejoffe@mac.com

7/22/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
for amending the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single-
family residential to commercial,
allowing the Jewish Community
Center to move forward with
plans to replace its aging facility.
I'm here as a passionate member
of the Mercer Island community
and as someone who regularly
uses the JCC. | visit several times
a week for fitness and classes,
and | have come to appreciate
the J as much more than a Jewish
institution. It is a community
resource that welcomes people
of all backgrounds and serves
Islanders at every stage of life --
from preschoolers and families to
adults and seniors. The JCCis an
important part of the fabric of
Mercer Island. It provides
opportunities for fitness,
education, recreation, childcare,
and community connection. It
also makes an effort to ensure
that cost is not a barrier for those
who cannot afford membership.
In that sense, the J's mission
extends well beyond its
membership. It contributes to
the health, well-being, and
vitality of our entire island
community. But the current
facility is aging, outdated, and no
longer able to meet the needs of

Thank you for
your comment.




the community it serves. It is not
simply a matter of wanting a
newer or larger building. The
existing structure presents
significant challenges related to
safety, accessibility,
infrastructure, and security. At a
time when antisemitism is on the
rise and security concerns are
very real, the limitations of the
current facility are particularly
troubling. It is difficult to accept
that armed officers must stand
outside in the rain and cold to
protect the building and the
people inside it. A modern facility
would provide the opportunity to
address these concerns in a way
that the existing building simply
cannot. | understand that some
Islanders have concerns about
the proposed project, including
traffic, membership growth, the
scale of the new building, and
whether rezoning would provide
the JCC with an unfair advantage.
These concerns deserve to be
considered carefully, but | also
beleive they need to be
evaluated in the context of what
this project means for Mercer
Island as a whole. The proposed
redevelopment is not an effort to
fundamentally change the
character of the East Mercer Way
community. It is an opportunity
to replace an aging facility with a
modern, safe, and functional
community resource. | also
believe the proposed rezoning
should be viewed in the context
of the property's history and
existing use. The JCC has long
served as a community
institution, and the current
zoning designation does not fully
reflect the property's established
role or the services it provides.




Changing the designation would
allow the land use designation to
better align with the reality of
how this property has functioned
for years. This decision is
ultimately about more than one
building or one organization. It is
about what kind of community
we want Mercer Island to be. Do
we want to preserve an aging
facility that is increasingly
difficult to secure, maintain, and
adapt? Or do we want to support
the creation of a modern
community center that can safely
and effectively serve Islanders for
decades to come? | believe
Mercer Island is stronger when
we invest in institutions that
bring people together, support
families, promote health and
wellness, care for children and
seniors, and provide a place
where people from different
backgrounds can connect. The
JCC is one of those institutions. |
urge you to support the
requested Comprehensive Plan
amendment and rezoning. The
JCC cannot simply remodel its
way out of the limitations of the
existing building. It is time for a
thoughtful tear-down and
rebuild. The JCC is asking for the
opportunity to build a modern
facility that can continue serving
Mercer Island -- safely,
inclusively, and for generations to
come. | believe that is an
investment that benefits the
entire island. Thank you for your
time and consideration.

Elaine Kraft

ejk9151@gmail.com

7/21/2026

| was on hand when the SJICC was
officially opened in 1969. It was a
gem for the island. Since then,
my grandmother, great aunt,
parents, husband and |, brothers,
children and grandchildren have

Thank you for
your comment.




used it in so many ways. Sports,
culture, day care, preschool, after
school, camps and | came
backyard later to learn bridge --
meeting a whole new group of
Island residents. It is a
remarkable place. It must
continue to serve that purpose.
But today the building
desperately needs your help. It
has no HVAC, no elevator and is
held together with duct tape! It
may be in a residential area but it
and has been for almost 60 years
a commercial facility serving
hundreds of thousands of
people. It should be zoned as
such, consistent with its decades
old use. Over the years of
discussion, J leaders have heard
the neighbors and addressed
their concerns. No showy
building is planned. Buffers,
traffic, etc. have all been carefully
considered. A revitalized J is
needed, and it would be as much
a part of the neighborhood as
the current J has been. And it
would be there for everyone with
open doors. From someone born
and raised on the island, to you
who are now stewards of the
island, | urge you to support the
proposed rezone for the SICC.
Thank you for your consideration.

Fredric Tobis

fredtobis@gmail.com

7/20/2026

| am writing to urge you to
amend the land use maps and
Comprehensive Plan to change
the erroneous designation of the
JCC from single family property
to its real use - a community
center that benefits a significant
proportion of Mercer Island
residents. | have been a Mercer
Island resident for more than 30
years. We've raised 4 children
who currently are all Mercer
Island residents. They all

Thank you for
your comment.




attended JCC preschool, camps,
sports, and holiday activities.
They made lasting friendships. It
truly has been a community
center for them. The next
generation is now also
embedded with the JCC - the 5
grandkids enjoy the preschool
and facilities. In addition, | make
regular use of the JCC classes,
gym, and cultural activities. It is
time to correct an obvious
mischaracterization - the JCC has
been a commercial property and
community center for more than
50 years. Please amend the
Comprehensive plan to reflect
reality and allow this facility to
continue to serve Mercer Island
residents and families in the
years ahead. I'm writing to you,
because I'm unable to attend the
planning meeting in person. Yet,
this issue is incredibly important
to me, my family, and to the
greater Mercer Island community
Jews and non-Jews alike. It is a
place to be with neighbors, it is a
place that creates the
environment that Mercer Island
residents come here for.

Gina Gonchar

ginagonchar@gmail.com

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. The J is
what drew my family to live
within easy access to Mercer
Island. | sent my kids to the
preschool there, we participated
in basketball and swimming, the
gym, evening classes, lectures
and the library. My kids had their
first jobs as camp counselors and
lifeguards at the J. We come to
the J for community events and
holiday events. We met our first
and lasting friends at the J. It's

Thank you for
your comment.




the heartbeat of Mercer Island
and unequivocally deserves your
support! The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community --
as a community center -- for over
55 years. Enough of the
bureaucratic runaround. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect the
reality of the J as a commerical
entity that is integral to the
success of Mercer Island.

Janet Matzke janet.matzke@gmail.com 7/24/2026 | As a resident of Mercer Island | Thank you for
don't agree with the proposed your comment.
rezone of JCC to commercial The use of the
property. The traffic is property is not
horrendous as it is, there are changing—the
commercial centers already JCC will remain
established on the island nearby | with no
and unless this fills the coffers of | additional
the local government | don't commercial
understand why this is being uses. Thisis a
proposed. technical zoning

change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

Jason McCune mccune_jason@yahoo.com 7/22/2026 | | am a resident of Mercer Island Thank you for

and | live off East Mercer Way,
mid island. | oppose the re-
zoning of the JCCto a commercial
property. | believe this will have
many consequences that will
negatively impact the quality of
life of my family. Further, this
decision opens a can of worms as
it sets a precedent for future re-
zoning. At the least, push back
the hearing to the fall when
residents are around. Scheduling
during the summer for such a
consequential decision is

your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family




inconsiderate to the citizens of
our city.

zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Jean Dunbanin

jeanfdunbabin@outlook.com

7/20/2026

| have been a member of the J
since my husband and | first
moved to Mercer Island over 40
years ago. Our son. David
attended

Thank you for
your comment.

Jean F Dunbabin

jeanfdunbabin@outlook.com

7/20/2026

My husband and | moved to
Mercer island over 40 years ago
from Kirkland. We built our home
here and raised our son here and
joined the Jcc and still belong.
Now as a senior Citizen It still is
an important part of my life. |
attend the pool exercises during
the week and use the gym. It is
an amazing organization that
serves everyone. Our Grandson
also attended classes as a
preschooler and fought against
racism at Whitman college which
he attends presently. We are not
Jewish but the fact that it serves
everyone is extremely important.

Thank you for
your comment.

Jim Horgdal

jimhorgdal@gmail.com

7/21/2026

As a resident of Mercer Island,
specifically on E Mercer Way, |
object to rezoning the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the




moves Mercer Island further
away from its stated goal of being
a premier residential community.
| further object to the hearing to
consider the proposal being
during a time when residents are
on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school.
Please reschedule the meeting
for October when more residents
will be available to attend and
state their position on the matter.

JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Joanne Kinsman

joaniekinsman@gmaill.com

7/20/2026

| am a 37 year resident of
homeowner of Mercer Island. |
vehemently oppose the rezoning
of the JCC property to
commercial. It does not benefit
the Mercer Island community.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
JCCis not
changing, this is
a technical
zoning change
needed to be
able to remodel
the facility.
There is a
significant
benefit to the
community in
retaining the JCC
in its current
location.




Joshua Levin

joshualevin@gmail.com

7/20/2026

I am writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. My wife,
three children ages 10, 7, and 6,
and | reside in Newcastle. Over
the years, we have exercised,
attended musical concerts, youth
services and events, and
enriched our own and our
children's lives at the J. My kids
took swimming lessons at the
SICC, and two attended
preschool there. At no point is
the building serving as a single
family home and there is no
logical reason it should be
designated as such. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community -- as a community
center -- for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Thank you for
your comment.

Karen Roberts

kroberts@live.com

7/22/2026

My name is Karen Roberts, and |
live at 7007 SE Maker Street in
Mercer Island. | have owned my
home since 2004, and my sons
went to school in Mercer Island. |
retired in 2023 and have chosen
to remain in Mercer Island. Our
community here in Mercer Island
offers so much that | appreciate,
but truly, one of the main
reasons | remain here is the easy
accessibility to the Stroum Jewish
Community Centers (SJCC),
located at 3801 East Mercer Way,
Mercer Island. This institution is
such a gift to all of us here in the
area! While the SJCC is an entity
founded to foster and promote
Jewish connections in the
community, it is so much more

Thank you for
your comment.




than that. It is a supportive,
inclusive, and welcoming
gathering place for ALL people
regardless of religion, race, age,
and domicile. It is a gym facility, a
school, an activity center, and
gathering space for our Mercer
Island community. And it is
where | personally spend
countless hours every week
exercising and finding
connections with other people.
Were it not for the SICC, | would
be lonely and disconnected from
a community that supports and
cares for me in countless ways. It
is an extremely important
resource to me and so many
others, serving needs that are
not met elsewhere in the Mercer
Island community or the greater
King County region. | am writing
to request your support in
amending the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJICC property from single
family to commercial. |
understand that the current
zoning of the property is that of
single-family usage, and this
must be changed to properly
reflect the actual usage AND
allow the SJCC to update its
facilities to provide even more
benefits and support to our
community. | strongly urge the
Planning Commission to support
the revision of Mercer Island
comprehensive plan and land use
maps with the longstanding
actual use of this property,
removing any barriers due to
zoning designation. This will
allow the SJCC to continue to
serve the Mercer Island
community without the obstacles
its current zoning designation
represents. Thank you.




Kayla Locke

kaylalockel7 @gmail.com

7/21/2026

Please support the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. I've lived
on Mercer island my whole life
and now raising my children on
Mercer island. They both
graduated from the SJCC
preschool and now attend J
camps. It's a cornerstone of the
Mercer island community and so
many families rely on the JCC for
child care and camps. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Thank you for
your comment.

Kristi & Chad
Robins

kristirobins@icloud.com

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. Our family
has been coming to the J for over
17 years and both my grown
daughters attended the J for pre
school. The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community --
as a community center for all -
for over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your comment.

Linda Bookey

linda@bookeygroup.com

7/20/2026

As a long time member of the
JCC, I'm writing to urge your
support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan to change
the designation of the SICC
property from single family to
commercial. In 1962, my family
moved to Shorewood
Apartments from Butte, MT. We
belonged to the J in Seattle
before the Ml facility even
opened. Having a brand-new

Thank you for
your comment.




building 55 years ago was
exciting, and the community has
changed significantly since then. |
learned to swim at the J, went to
classes there, attended day
camp, and then became a
daycamp counselor. My children
went to daycare, camps and
learned to swim there. Now as a
senior, | take fitness classes
there. | love how the J serves the
entire Ml and West Bellevue
community. The J has been
serving the Mercer Island
community -- as a community
center -- for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years. As a West
Bellevue resident, when | come
to the J, | do my food, book and
gift shopping on the Island. The J
matters to me and many others
as a place for fitness, connection,
and community.

Lisa Dembo

lidem@comcast.net

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single-
family to commercial. The SJCC
has been part of my life since
moving to the Seattle area 28
years ago this July. My first group
of friends were found there as a
single person, my moms group as
a mother, day care for our first
child, and the day camps that
gave both of our children an
impactful childhood/young
adulthood and subsequent
employment. | have lived on
Mercer Island plus lived in Seattle
and Bellevue over the years and
this is the community that an
expansive contribution to the

Thank you for
your comment.




Puget Sound area. The J has been
serving the Mercer Island
community -- as a community
center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect
that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Lisa Kranseler

lisak@wsjhs.org

7/22/2026

As the long-time director of the
Washington State Jewish
Historical Society (WSJHS, 20+
years), | want to write in support
of amending the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. Historically
speaking, the SICC is a significant
center of Jewish life in for our
community as well as for the
entire Mercer Island and
surrounding communities. The
sense of comradery and
community that is lived within its
walls on a daily basis cannot be
understated. It is time to step up
for the next generation to ensure
that this building get the
renovation it so badly needs to
continue to serve the community
at large for the next 50 years. We
also have the oral history
interview of Samuel Stroum
[linked]. On page 83, of the 99
page transcript, Sam Stroum
stated that" everyone had to feel
a part of saving the JCC, even if
they gave a dollar." He truly
meant that everyone matters, a
community effort, and at this
point it is your vote will make a
difference. Being the Director of
the WSJHS, has taught me that
there are certain times that
history calls for courage and
commitment. This is that time.
Please make this happen now so
that the SJICC can thrive with the

Thank you for
your comment.




facility that is long past due to
improvement. The WSJHS also
had its offices at the SICC for 5
years (2018-2023) and we were
able to personally witness that
values that were promoted
amongst staff, volunteers,
members and the next
generation of our community's
leaders -- our youth! Please feel
free to use this email at the
hearing, that | am sorry not to be
able to attend. | would also be
available for any questions or
comments.

Liz Friedman

lizfriedman@outlook.com

7/24/2026

| am writing to express my strong
support for amending the
Comprehensive Plan to
redesignate the SICC property

from single-family to commercial.

This change is not only
appropriate; it is long overdue. |
have been involved with the J for
more than 20 years: as a
member, supporter, committee
member, board member,
President of the Board, and now
as a past president. Over these
decades, | have watched the
organization work tirelessly to be
a responsible, thoughtful steward
of its property and its mission. |
have also watched it face
obstacle after obstacle -
procedural, structural, and
political - despite its clear and
consistent commitment to
serving Mercer Island. The J has
been a community anchor for
over 55 years. It has welcomed
generations of Islanders and
beyond, provided essential
programs for families and
seniors, supported cultural and
educational enrichment, and
served as a gathering place for
all. Its role in the community is
undeniable. Yet the land use

Thank you for
your comment.




designation applied to its
property does not reflect that
reality, nor does it support the
organization's ability to evolve
and meet the needs of the next
generation. For years, the J has
attempted to establish the right,
logical conditions to responsibly
redevelop its property, conditions
that would allow it to modernize
facilities, expand community
services, and continue
contributing meaningfully to
Mercer Island. Instead, it has
been met with delays, shifting
requirements, and a lack of
alignment between its actual use
and the City's planning
framework. This mismatch has
hindered progress and places an
unnecessary burden on an
institution that has done nothing
but serve this community with
integrity. We are well past the
point of asking whether the J's
property should be designated as
commercial. The question now is:
why hasn't this already
happened? What are we waiting
for? The Comprehensive Plan and
land use maps should reflect the
truth of the J's role and presence
of Mercer Island and support -
and in fact, accelerate - its ability
to thrive for the next 55 years,
just as it has for the last 55. | urge
you to adopt this amendment
and bring the City's planning
documents into alignment with
the lived reality of our
community. It is time to remove
the barriers that have held the J
back and allow it to move
forward responsibly, sustainably,
and in partnership with Mercer
Island. Thank you for your
consideration.




Lori Kraft

Ikraft7142 @gmail.com

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJICC property from single-
family to commercial. As a
member of the Jewish
Community, my family has used
the SJCC for as long as it has
existed and find it to be a
valuable and vital part of not only
the Jewish Community but the
community at large. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community -- as a community
center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect
and ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your comment.

Margie Starnes

mbstarnes@comcast.net

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. | moved
here in 2006 & my family has
enjoyed the SICC through the
years, back to when my daughter
attended preschool and all the
many activities and events there -
too many to list here, but | do
attend regularly for fitness
classes as well as other activities.
The J has been serving the
Mercer Island community -- as a
community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years. Thank you for your
consideration to this important
issue.

Marion &
George Mohler

mgmarion@msn.com

7/20/2026

As residents of Mercer Island, we
object to rezoning the JCC

Thank you for
your comment.




property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community, We
further object to the hearing to
consider the proposal being
during a time when residents are
on summer vacation and
preparing for back to school.
Thank you.

The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Mark Meyer

<3dotstudio.com@gmail.com

7/17/2026

As a long-time Mercer Island
homeowner & resident, | am very
concerned about the proposed
rezoning of the JCC from
residential to commercial. Doing
so may set a precedent that can
affect Ml neighborhoods in
general. For this reason, whether
one is pro or con, the proposed
upcoming meeting will be
especially important for Ml
residents. Like many, | would like
the opportunity to attend and
deliberate the proposal, but the

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s




timing for this summer is not
convenient for many, including
myself. Please consider
postponing the meeting date to
October to give everyone the
chance to participate.

single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Martin Nelson

martynelson@hotmail.com

7/17/2026

Good morning. | have been a
resident of Mercer Island for 26
years. I'm writing to urge your
support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan to change
the designation of the SICC
property from single family to
commercial. Both of my
daughters went to preschool at
the SJCC and had fantastic
experiences, like countless other
lucky children. The SICC has been
serving the Mercer Island
community as a community
center for over 55 years. It is one
of our island's true gems. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect the
reality of it serving as a
community center so it can
continue to enhance the quality
of life on Mercer Island for many
decades more. Thank you.

Thank you for
your comment.

Maureen Leyser

maureen.leyser@gmail.com

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of

Thank you for
your comment.




the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. [State your
relationship with the J and why
you value the J]. The J has been
serving the Mercer Island
community -- as a community
center -- for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55

Michael, Nicole,
Finn, & Nash
Searing

searing.michael@gmail.com

7/21/2026

Seeing all the commentary about
the zoning change to the JCC
made me want to write in with a
safety request. Our two toddlers
attend the daycare at the JCC,
and we prefer, when possible, to
walk to daycare. From our house
on the north end of the island,
the only way on foot to the JCC is
down Gallagher Hill (not safe) or
down 40th, accessing it from the
neighborhoods directly to the
south. The problem is that from
these neighborhoods, you have
to walk breifly on East Mercer
Way. There is no sidewalk along
this portion, and the shoulder is
almost always blocked by parked
cars, forcing us onto the street.
(And even the shoulder is not
that safe, being along a blind
curve.) We believe that there is a
safer way. 97th Ave used to
provide safe access to the J, the
parking lot behind the
pediatrician's office, and the
other commerical buildings along
36th St. This access was blocked
by the installation of a fence in
the last year. 36th St has a
sidewalk providing safe access to
all these institutions, and there
seem to be a couple of easy
locations where a short
pedestrian trail could be added

Thank you for
your comment!
This zoning
change is
necessary so we
can address
exactly pre-
existing issues
such as these.
We look forward
to engaging with
you on the
remodeling and
reimagining
process as we
move ahead.




to restore access. About 25% of
the island would be within a safe
30-minute walk of this area if
access were restored between
40th St and 36th St. There is city
property, namely the City Shop
behind City Hall, providing a
connection (the blue line in the
attached). There is also JCC
property which could provide
access (the pink line in the
attached). Both of these options
would only involve building a trail
50 yards long through relatively
flat forest. This exact route
behind the City Shop was already
mostly cleared of brush in the
last year. Our family would be
grateful for anything the city can
do to facilitate safe pedestrian
access to this community and
childcare center. This will be all
the more important as more cars
access the J, making travel to the
J by alternate transportation
methods more beneficial to the
entire community.

Michelle Price
Kavesh

mpiercekavesh@gmail.com

7/22/2026

Just writing to support the JCC
rezone scheduled for the August
city council meeting agenda.
There appears to be an
opposition group in favor of
changes and moving this item to
a later time. This has been an
ongoing project for a very long
time, there are no surprises in
here, and the fact that this
opposition group has just popped
up recently expressing concerns
about 190 access and the reality
that the JCCis already a
commercial enterprise operating
on mixed zoned land, is a little
late and disingenuous. The JCC's
operations are not going to
materially change, but they need
the flexibility to replace and
rebuild the property to modern

Thank you for
your comment.




needs, including an entirely new
pool to replace one that is
currently leaking and near the
end of its life.

Mike Dacosta

michel.david@gmail.com

7/24/2026

| just heard that the SICC
property is zoned as a single
home. That makes no sense,
because | have a subscription and
use their facilities regularly.
Nothing looks like a single home
to me. Can we please fix the
zoning issue?

Thank you for
your comment.

Mindy Stern

mindyellenstern@gmail.com

7/20/2026

Please lend your support to
amending the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single-
family to commercial. I've lived
on the island for 30 years, and
the presence of the J is a big part
of why | moved here. It's a vital
part of this community and
needs to continue to serve in a
capacity that meets modern
needs.

Thank you for
your comment.

Moss Patashnik

mossnpeg@aol.com

7/24/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. | have been
a board member of the SICC for
over ten years. Members of my
family, friends and relatives, and
members of the community at
large have been using the
facilities, resources, and
programs for the SICC for
decades -- all of these having
been of inestimable value to the
both the Jewish and non-Jewish
members of the community. The
J has been serving the Mercer
Island community -- as a
community center for all - for
over 55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive

Thank you for
your support.




on Mercer Island for the next 55
years. Thank you in advance for
your support in amending the
Comprehensive Plan.

Paulo

paulo@fassina.me

7/20/2026

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
object to rezoning the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider
the proposal being during a time
when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back
to school.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Randy Kessler

randy.kessler@comcast.net

7/21/2026

Our family has been living in
Mercer Island since 2007 and |
have been a lifelong member of
the Stroum Jewish Community
Center. As a child, | went to
summer day camp there, and for
the past 34 years, | have used the
facility for personal fitness as well

Thank you for
your support.




as for community events. It's a
huge part of why we-- and so
many other Island residents -
love living here. I'm writing to
urge your support to amend the
Comprehensive Plan to change
the designation of the SICC
property from single-family to
commercial, so that the facility
can serve my family and others
for decades to come. Please align
the comprehensive plan and land
use maps to give the JCC the
flexibility to grow. This will
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Richard Fruchter

richardfruchter@comcast.net

7/20/2026

My name is Richard Fruchter and
I've lived on Mercer Island for 20
years. My wife and | are
members of the SICC and our
grandchild attended its
preschool. | was the CEO of the
Jewish Federation of Greater
Seattle (now retired), the
umbrella agency for the Jewish
community. The SICC brings the
Jewish and non Jewish
community together in a way no
other institution can. Whether
through its exercise facilities,
pool, preschool, cultural events,
family activities, summer camps,
sports camps, basketball leagues,
garden, film festival, speaker
series, the SJCC offers a place for
families and individuals to feel a
part of a giving and supportive
community. It is truly a jewel in
the crown of Mercer Island. |
urge your support in amending
the Comprehensive Plan to
change the designation fo the
SICC property fron single family
to commerical, more in keeping
with its historical use as a
community center. Please align

Thank you for
your support.




the the comprehensive plan with
the longstanding and future use
of this facility and property. |
know the SjCC is embarking on a
needed upgrade of their facility
and the designation as a
commercial property will allow
them to continue to serve the
community for an additional 55
years. Please approve this plan
amendment.

Robin Farrish

robin@gallagherco.net

7/17/2026

I'm writing to support the rezone
for the SICC. The code change
would reflect the actual function
of the space and allow the
improvements needed to fully
support the community needs.
Thank you for your consideration.

Thank you for
your support.

Sarah Joshi

sarah.a.joshi@outlook.com

7/17/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJICC property from single
family to commercial. We are
members of the J and our son
attends SJCC. It's so important
that the Jewish community has a
place in Seattle to be safe and
thrive - there's no other places
like it left. The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community --
as a community center -- for over
55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your support.

Sayce William
Falk

sayce.w.falk@gmail.com

7/24/2026

Hi, just wanted to say I'm in favor
of the JCC rezone and think it’s
the right decision for that part of
our community.

Thank you for
your support.

Stacey J Parson

stacey.j.parson@icloud.com

7/20/2026

As a newer resident of Mercer
Island | support the rezoning of
the JCC property to a commercial
zone. Reading through numerous
e-mails and reviewing the JCC's
website it appears that the JCC

Thank you for
your support.




offers numerous enrichment
programs. For Mercer Island to
be a premier residential
community the Island needs
organizations like the JCC to
attract and support families. A
conditional use permit is not
intended for long-term use. The
JCC has existed for decades so it
makes logical sense to convert
the property so the City can
enforce applicable regulations
instead of this perpetual grey
area the JCC exists in now.
Residents who express concern
that the JCC is acquiring
additional residential properties
for club use would actually
benefit from the re-zoning. The
CUP provides precedence for
using residential properties for
commercial purposes. Rezoning
would pull it out of the grey and
provide clear direction that
residential for residential
purposes only and commercial
for commercial purposes only.
Rezoning would allow the City to
provide clear guidance and
enforcement on lighting, parking,
ADA requirements, and operating
hours. Please do not reschedule
the hearing. Delaying it further
will not change the
circumstances. It has been nine
years since the 2017 proposal;
the City of Mercer Island needs
to either rezone the property or
enforce the CUP. Seeing as
nothing has changed in nine
years continuing the CUP likely
will provide the same results as
the prior years where no one is
happy. Now is the time for
momentum, not delaying until
October. Change is always hard,
but it should not be avoided.




Susan Szafir

susanoszafir@gmail.com

7/20/2026

I'm writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. My family
and | have been residents of
Mercer Island for over 18 years
and we've been members of the
SICC for almost the entire time
we've lived on the island. The
SICC has been so important to
my family over the years. When
we first moved to the Island from
Austin, Texas in 2008, it is where
we enrolled our daughters in pre-
school, and it is where our family
made lasting, foundational
friendships that have provided us
with tremendous joy and
community throughout our time
on Mercer Island. As an empty
nester, | now take Line Dancing
lessons weekly, which | love and
have at times relied on Aquafit
classes when I've been unable to
do weight bearing exercises. My
husband and | will occasionally
attend social or educational
events or speakers which
consistently enrich our lives. It is
always nice to connect and see
people we know when we visit
the J. It is so familiar, that when
we walk through the doors, it
feels like a home away from
home. We feel so fortunate to
live in a community which has a
vibrant and active JCC. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community - as a community
center - for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Thank you for
your support.




Thuy & Mark
Seafort

tseafort@gmail.com

7/20/2026

Hello, | recently learned about
the JCC seeking to rezone their
property to a commercial office. |
am a resident of Mercer Island
and have owned several homes
on the island. | currently own and
reside in a home on Shoreclub
Drivr with my family. Our home is
located near the JCC, and on a
daily basis we drive, walk or bike
near the JCC and East Mercer
multiple times a day. In the past
couple of years, we've
experienced increased traffic,
congestion and potential safety
hazards with cars darting in and
out of the JCC facilities and onto
East Mercer Way. This is made
worse with the nearly blind curve
on that road and multiple streets
converging into that area. We've
also been experiencing various
nuisance, inconvenience, and
safety concerns with the ongoing
construction as JCC expands its
property and facilities. We are
deeply concerned about ongoing
safety, traffic, congestion,
nuisance, aesthetic, property
values, and the overall well-being
of our residential community. To
be sure, we do support the JCC
and its offerings on the island,
and also encourage more
downtown commercial
development with respect to
retail, restaurants, etc. to
enhance our neighborhood and
avoid having to drive off island
for more retail and restaurant
choices. However, we want to
ensure that such commercially
zoned areas remain in a central
main corridor vs. expanding into
residential zones with limited
land and many families residing
in a densely populated area, such
as the area surrounding the JCC.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.




It's already congested enough
with the East Mercer Way 1-90
ramp and on several occasions
I've personally witnessed near
accidents with cars and
families/children crossing the
stop sign near the JCC.
Commercial expansion will only
exacerbate this issue and I'm
deeply concerned that we're not
holding more public forums and
assessments to determine the
impact of such a commercial re-
zoning request on our
community. Safety and the well
being of our community should
be paramount and as such, any
hearing reagrding the rezoning
should be noticed well in
advance to the community and
certainly not rushed within the
next couple months. As part of
this, MI should communicate
more public notice of such
hearing(s), invite more analysis
and fact gathering on the impact
of the request, and ensure this is
completed in a manner where all
information is readily available to
the community before any
decisions are made that
significantly impact Ml residents.
Thank you for your time and
consideration.

Tracy Sigmon

tracy.sigmon@comcast.net

7/17/2026

| have been a part of the SJICC
community for over 50 years. |
attended preschool and day
camps, had my first job as a
junior counselor at their day
camps, then sent my own
children to preschool there. They
continued participating in
activities like Dinky Dunkers and
others and now, as adults, still
come play pick-up basketball at
the J. My husband and | use the
facilities on a weekly basis to this
day. The J has been serving as a

Thank you for
your support.




community hub for the entirety
of my life (55+ years). While it's
officially the "Jewish" community
center, it serves all communities.
| hear a multitude of languages
as | walk down the halls. It's an
critically important community
space housed in a building that
has outlasted its best self. Please
support the plan to amend the
designation of the property from
single family to commercial use.
It's always been used as a
commercial space and the zoning
should reflect that so that this
property can continue serving
the greater Mercer Island and
Seattle areas.

Yunhan Huang

yunhan.huang94@gmail.com

7/22/2026

| am writing as a Mercer Island
resident to oppose the proposed
rezoning of the JCC property
from residential to commercial
(CPA25-002 / RZN25-002). This is
a permanent change, and | don't
believe the community has had a
fair opportunity to weigh in,
scheduling a consequential land-
use hearing during summer
vacation and the first weeks of
school makes it hard for most
families to participate. I'm also
concerned about traffic. The JCC
sits at our east side 1-90 access
point, and congestion already
spills off the property during busy
periods. Commercial zoning
removes any regulatory limit on
membership, events, or vehicle
trips, leaving the city no
mechanism to require mitifation.
That's a real impact on everyday
life for residents on this side of
the island. | support the JCC and
the role it plays in our
community. But | believe a
Conditional Use Permit with
enforceable conditions is the
right framework for the JCC and

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as




for every organization on Mercer
Island. | urge the city to require
full CUP compliance before any
rezone discussion moves
forward, and to reschedule the
hearing to no sooner than
October, when residents are
home and able to engage. Thank
you for considering my
comments.

noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

A. Teng

Del8com.yahoo.co

7/27/26

To Whom it may concern: As a
resident of Mercer Island, living
VERY near JCC, | would like to
express my objection to rezoning
of the JCC property to
Commercial Office. | also would
like to kindly request any hearing
on rezoning of JCC be
rescheduled till after October 1,
2026 when residents are less
likely to be gone on vacation and
can participate in this
discussion/hearing.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.




The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Anastasia
Mironova

Ak orca@yahoo.com

7/24/26

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
object to rezoning the JCC
property to commercial use. This
sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a
primarily residential community. |
further object to the hearing to
consider the proposal being
during a time when residents are
on summer vacation and
preparing back to school. |

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required



mailto:Ak_orca@yahoo.com

strongly object to rezoning of JCC
property adjacent to my house.

due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Ben Pariser

pariser@bpsqgd.com

7/27/26

I’'m writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of

Thank you for
your support.
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the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. lam a
Mercer Island resident and the
JCC has been an integral part of
my life since 1982. This
institution has been there at
every stage of my life. And the
JCC has provided a safe
community space for my family
and children since they were
infants through their present
teenage years. The J has been
serving the Mercer Island
community —as a community
center — for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Beth Lippman

b.lippman@icloud.com

7/24/26

| am a member of the JCC and
find it a welcoming ming and
busy place for people of all
ethnicities We need to expand to
serve the people Please allow the
expansion

Thank you for
your support.

Carol Shafer

Aloha4now@gmail.com

7/27/26

I’'m writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single-
family to commercial. lam a
resident of Mercer Island. |
attend classes at the J five days a
week. | have developed close
friendships here. | credit the J
with improving my physical
strength as well as my mobility.
The J definitely needs
modernization. | look forward to
seeing the J renovated so it can
better serve its patrons and the
community at large. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community —as a community
center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect

Thank you for
your support.
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that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Charles Flake

crflake@outlook.com

7/23/26

| reside at 4130 100th Ave SE and
am one of the citizens having to
contend daily, morning and
afternoon, with the traffic snarl
from drop off and pick up of
students at the French American
School. And now | see
construction of the Seattle Jewish
Day School directly across East
Mercer Way. The city Traffic
Engineers have failed to
acknowledge and resolve this
issue. More than one year ago, in
conversation with Ms.
Corigliano's predecessor | was
reassured that the problem was
temporary since the FAS was
relocating. It has not. | mention
this issue since an application has
been made to rezone the JCC to
Commercial Office. Good for
them. If | owned the property, |
would want the same. However,
it is my understanding that the
JCC has not been in compliance
with all the provisions of their
conditional use permit. Maybe
this is hearsay. The council should
know if the city has been
assiduously enforcing the CUP. |
am asking that the city fulfil its
obligation to correct the current
traffic mess and do a thorough
traffic study of foreseeable
impacts on EMW before any
serious consideration of the
request for rezoning.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.
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David and Surjin907 @yahoo.com 7/27/26 This email is in complete support | Thank you for
Patrick White of a Comprehensive Plan to your support.
change the designation of the
SICC property from single family
to commercial. | am a member
who uses the J for exercise and
classes for my medical issues.
The J is a critical member of the
MI community for those of us
that cannot afford other
expensive facilities nor can easily
commute to outside of M.
Please allow this change so we
can update the facilities.
Elaine Kavalok No email address listed, 5908 E 7/24/26 With a precedent setting agenda | Thank you for
Mercer Way address item next week about rezoninga | your comment.
residential area to commercial, | There is no
strongly suggest that agenda precedent being
item be bumped to October in set by this
order for the broader impacted proposed
community to be in town to change; the City
comment. Otherwise, this looks is required to
like the planning commission and | look at the
potentially city council have merits of a
already been heavily influenced proposal
by the JCC, made their decision individually.
and prefer to do this "under the This is required
radar" to zone JCC area for the by state law.
benefit of the JCC.
In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has
been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.
Ellen Lynn Ellenlynn215@hotmail.com 7/27/26 I’'m writing to urge your support Thank you for

to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SICC property from single-
family to commercial. The )

your support.
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welcomed me and my family as
newcomers to the Seattle area in
1994. Many friendships were
formed from preschool and day
camp experiences for us, through
community and cultural events,
as well as various classes over the
years. Most recently | have been
attending water aerobic classes,
where | have been forming new
friendships (and getting much-
needed exercise) in a supportive
and friendly environment. Those
of us with physical limitations
would really appreciate an
updated, more easily accessible
pool and restrooms. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community —as a community
center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect
that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Emmi Kearns

kearnsemmi@gmail.com

7/27/26

I’'m writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single-
family to commercial. | attend
the SJCC several times weekly to
use the fitness facilities and
attend other events such as
classes and lectures. My
daughter teaches in the
preschool. The current building is
inadequate to serve the
widespread use of the facility.
The building is used extensively
by Mercer Island residents and
folks throughout the Seattle
metropolitan area. It is a jewel
for the entire city to utilize. The
parking area is frequently filled to
capacity. As a former Mercer
Island resident and MIHS
graduate and now Bellevue

Thank you for
your support.
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resident, please comply with
updating the property status so
we all can continue to use our
Community Center and give it the
facelift it deserves. The J has
been serving the Mercer Island
community —as a community
center for all - for over 55 years.
Please align the comprehensive
plan and land use maps to reflect
that reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Hayley Duitch

hayleyduitch@gmail.com

7/27/26

I’'m writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJICC property from single
family to commercial. The J has
been part of my family for
generations. My husband and |
both attended preschool there,
as did our children. | worked at
the J as a teenager, and today
both of my kids work there as
well, and also attend youth group
meetings each week. Over the
years I've taken classes and
attended lectures at the J, my
husband played in the basketball
and baseball leagues, and my
parents made some of their
closest, lifelong friends through
the community there, friendships
that helped shape my own
childhood. Three generations of
my family have called the J home,
and it has never once functioned
as a single-family residence. It
has always been exactly what it is
today: a school, a gathering
space, an activity center, and a
cornerstone of community life on
Mercer Island. The J has been
serving the Mercer Island
community, as a community
center, for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
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and land use maps to reflect that
reality, and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years.

Heidi Behrens-
Benedict

hbbenedict@aol.com

7/27/26

e Dear Friends on the Mercer
Island City Council ~ e e I'm
writing to urge your support to
amend the Comprehensive Plan
to change the designation of the
SICC property from single family
to commercial. ® ¢ Why is this
important to me? I've been
attending Aqua Fit classes five
days a week since | joined the J.
When friends ask me why I've so
happy about my membership, |
tell them about how it feels to
walk out of the dressing room
onto the pool deck and have a
dozen+ women turn and smile. o
e What a great way to start the
day. ¢ e The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community —
as a community center — for over
55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your support.

Jeff Bean

olyhardware@hotmail.com

7/27/26

Dear Council Members, | am
reaching out to ask that you
approve The JCC rezone or their
remodel. | use the gym at this
facility at least twice a week. It is
a critical part of my health
regimen. | implore you to make it
possible for the JCC to remodel
and update their aging facilities.
Jeff Bean Age 78

Thank you for
your support.

Jeff Davis

jeffd@davisdoor.com

7/27/26

As a resident of Mercer Island for
over 66 years, | object to
rezoning the JCC property to
Commercial Office. The traffic
caused by their out of
compliance operations blocks

Thank you for
your comment.
We are unsure
what you mean
by “out of
compliance
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East Mercer Way onto the [-90
overpass for multiple stoplight
changes at times now. This sets a
terrible precedent and moves
Mercer Island away from its
stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider
the proposal being during a time
when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back
to school. Please consider
moving it to a date in September
or October so it can be attended
by more residents of Mercer
Island.

operations.” If
you are looking
for existing
traffic issues to
be modified,
then the rezone
should be
supported, as it
will stay as it is
without a
rezone.

In addition, no
change of use is
being
contemplated;
there are no
commercial uses
being proposed,
just the JCC.
Finally, this issue
has been before
the City for 2
years, and there
are additional
opportunities
for public
comment on
this specific
proposal. The
amount of
public
comments
received
regarding this
matter shows
there is no issue
with public
notice or
comment.

Kate Robertson

Robertson.katie@gmail.com

7/26/26

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
object to rezoning the JCC
property to Commercial O ice.
This sets a terrible precedent and
moves Mercer Island away from
its stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | further
object to the hearing to consider

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
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the proposal being during a time
when residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back
to school.

commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. Thisis
not a precedent,
as each proposal
made needs to
be reviewed as
an individual
proposal, per
state law. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

In addition, the
public hearing
has been
rescheduled
from July and
the issue has




been before the
City for 2 years.
There are many
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
lengthy process.

Kunal Patel

drpatelk@gmail.com

7/25/26

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
am writing to formally object the
proposed rezoning of the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
This change sets an unfavorable
precedent and deviates from
Mercer Island's established goal
of remaining a premier
residential community.
Furthermore, | object to
scheduling the hearing for this
proposal during the summer, a
time when many residents are
away on vacation or preparing for
the upcoming school year,
thereby limiting community
participation.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. Thisis
not a precedent,
as each proposal
made needs to
be reviewed as
an individual
proposal, per
state law. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
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the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

Laura Senft

Laura senft@hotmail.com

7/24/26

As a community member who
benefits greatly from the JCC, I'm
writing to urge your support to
amend the Comprehensive Plan
to change the designation of the
SICC property from single family
to commercial. The J has been
serving the Mercer Island
community —as a community
center — for over 55 years. Please
align the comprehensive plan
and land use maps to reflect that
reality and ensure the J can
continue to serve our community
and thrive on Mercer Island for
the next 55 years. These
improvements will not only
benefit current residents, but
future as well, as people from all
ages and demographics use the
JCC. | am a Bellevue resident. It’s
worth noting that when | come
to M, | often shop or eat on M.
The only reason | am on Ml is the
JCC. Not improving the JCC would
discourage membership and also
have a deleterious effect on the
community as a whole. | would
imagine that others patronize
local businesses as well when
they come over to work out or
drop off a child at camp. While |
know some congestion is not
desirable, it also results in
increased revenue and positive
activity on the Island. The JCC an
organization that encourages
community and productive

Thank you for
your support.
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activity for people of all ages. At
a time when people need
connection more than ever,
making places like the JCC as
functional, safe, and accessible as
possible should be the priority of
any group looking to improve and
sustain their community.

Urmil Shah

urmilshah@comcast.net

7/26/26

I’'m writing to urge your support
to amend the Comprehensive
Plan to change the designation of
the SJCC property from single
family to commercial. I'm a
member at J forl5 years. We
moved from Minnesota and new
to town. Originally we are from
India and JCC accepted us and we
have made so many friends now.
They accepted us without asking
any questions and welcomed us.
We attend so many classes and
water aerobics that has improved
our life. The J has been serving
the Mercer Island community —
as a community center — for over
55 years. Please align the
comprehensive plan and land use
maps to reflect that reality and
ensure the J can continue to
serve our community and thrive
on Mercer Island for the next 55
years.

Thank you for
your support.

Patty Willner

Pattywillner623@gmail.com

7/26/26

Please approve the zoning
change to comport with
longstanding use of the facility as
a multi purpose facility for
combatting, athletics, aquafit and
lap swim. It has never been a
single family facility.

Thank you for
your support.

Pavel Sterba

psterba@parpacific.com

7/24/26

Please | am out of town during
august 5. Most of my neighbors
are as well. Why do we have a
hearing during a time when most
neighbors cant comment? Can
we please reschedule for
sometime in the fall when
everyone is back?

This issue has
been before the
city for 2 years,
and there are
several
additional
opportunities
for public
comment on
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this proposal in
the future. The
volume of
comments
received
regarding this
matter shows
there is no
issues regarding
public notice.

Peter Jacobs

pjacobs@comcast.net

7/26/26

As a resident of Mercer Island, |
passionately object to rezoning
the JCC property to commercial o
ice zoning. What is the City
Council thinking?? This sets a
terrible precedent and moves
Mercer Island away from its
stated goal of being a premier
residential community. | regularly
travel from the north end of the
island to mid island along East
Mercer Way. The tra ic around
JCCis horrendous as it is. If the
acquiring neighboring properties,
which | have heard, for unknown
reasons, that raises a lot of red
flags. | further object to the
hearing to consider the proposal
being during a time when
residents are on summer
vacation and preparing for back
to school. The current non-
compliance with established
rules and regulations should have
the JCC under investigation and
violations mitigated. | am pro-
JCC, just not pro commercial, do
whatever you want, JCC.

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. Thisis
not a precedent,
as each proposal
made needs to
be reviewed as
an individual
proposal, per
state law. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
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parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

If you are pro-
JCC and would
like traffic issues
to be remedied,
then the
property must
be rezoned.

Sandy Samuel

sandysamuel@icloud.com

7/27/26

Please recommend that the
Mercer Island City Council places
the Stroum Jewish Community
Center’s request to rezone their
large residential land parcels to
Commercial Office on the docket,
with action taken in 2024. For
over 54 years, the SICC has
served Mercer Island residents
with programs for all ages and all
are welcome. However, this
building is old, is not ADA
compliant, needs a working HVAC
system and it features a
swimming pool that is long past
its usefulness. | have lived on
Mercer Island since 1984. During
this period | have used the JCC 1
for preschool, swim lessons for
my kids, sports leagues, cultural
events, camp, physical fitness
and for 15 years water aerobics
which has basically satisfied
critical health issues, allowed me
to develop relationships with the
greater Mercer Island
community, and has satisfied
numerous social needs. It’s time
for a substantive, accessible, and

Thank you for
your support.
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sustainable redevelopment, yet
the current residential zoning
makes this nearly impossible. A
rezone to Commercial Office
property would significantly
facilitate this remodel while
honoring the neighborhood
integrity and specific interests of
the proximate neighbors. For
over 54 years, the SICC has
operated as a vital community
asset. It would be a loss for the
broad Mercer Island community
to not support the modernization
of this facility. 2 Further, this
request affects the SJICC ONLY,
and will not have any impact on
any other facility or institution on
the Island. The time to support
the future of the Stroum Jewish
Community Center on Mercer
Island is now.

Tanming Fong

tmfong@yahoo.com

7/24/26

| am writing to formally oppose
the proposed rezoning of the JCC
property to Commercial Office.
As a resident of Mercer Island, |
believe this change would set a
troubling precedent and move
our community away from its
stated vision of remaining a
premier residential community.
The traffic impacts alone are
reason for rejection. The JCC sits
at Mercer Island's east side 1-90
access point, and traffic already
backs well off the property
during peak times, sometimes
extending to the I-90 off-ramps
and limiting east side residents’
timely access to and from their
homes. Commercial zoning
removes all regulatory limits on
membership, events, and vehicle
trips, leaving the city with no
mechanism to require mitigation.
This would permanently worsen
an already critical choke point. |
further urge the Council to

Thank you for
your comment.
The use of the
property is not
changing—the
JCC will remain
with no
additional
commercial
uses. Thisis a
technical zoning
change required
due to changes
to the city’s
single family
zoning. Thisis
not a precedent,
as each proposal
made needs to
be reviewed as
an individual
proposal, per
state law. The
change will
allow the JCC to
address existing
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reconsider the hearing schedule.
Holding this review during
summer vacation—when
residents are traveling and
managing back-to-school
logistics—severely limits
meaningful community
participation. A proposal of this
significance deserves a hearing
scheduled when the community
can fully engage. | respectfully
ask that the council reject this
rezoning proposal and reschedule
the hearing to a date that allows
for broader community
engagement. Thank you for your
time and for your service to
Mercer Island.

traffic and
parking issues.
The new CO
zone includes
many setback
requirements
that are more
protective of the
community, and
any impact
issues such as
noise, traffic,
parking will be
reviewed and
the new project
conditioned,
with enforceable
conditions, to
mitigate any
significant
adverse impacts
of the future
project.

Trea Diament

treadiament@gmail.com

7/27/26

| am writing in support of the
SJCC rezone request. lam a
neighbor of the SICC (13 El
Dorado Beach Club Drive, Mercer
Island) and a member. The SICC is
a beloved Ml institution. For too
long (maybe a decade?) the SJICC
rebuild has been mired in
permitting issues. The result is a
building that doesn't meet the
standards of the community.
Without complete and timely
support from the Mercer Island
City Council, this institution will
no longer be able to provide the
services that Ml loves - summer
camp, swim lessons, pre-school,
etc. Please do not force our non
profits off the Island. Without
explicit support from the council,
we will lose what makes Ml a
community.

Thank you for
your support.

Winky Lai

winkylai@gmail.com

7/27/26

HI - my name is Winky Lai and my
family of 3 lives at 3716 E Mercer

Thank you for
your comment.
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Suresh
Krishnamoorthy
Ashwin
Krishnamoorthy

Way right across from JCC and |
am writing to represent myself,
my husband and my son to as the
city to and also to (1) reschedule
the hearing to at least to October
2026 after residents settle back
in from their summer travels &
adjusting to new school year
schedules. | feel that with the
current agenda, it does not allow
for a reasonable amount of time
for residents to do their research
to give the appropriate input to
the project. | would also like to
the city to halt / deny the
rezoning request as is. | feel that
the application should require a
full CUP compliance before any
rezoning discussion should be
considered.

The issue has
been before the
City for 2 years
and there are
several
additional
opportunities
for public
comment in this
matter. The
volume of
comments
received shows
there is no issue
with public
notice or
comment.

We are unsure
what you mean
by full CUP
compliance; the
projectisin
compliance with
its existing CUP.
There is a lot of
misinformation
being spread
about the JCC
unfortunately.
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CITY OF MERCER ISLAND

PROJECT NO. RECEIPT NO. FEE
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
9611 SE 36™ STREET | MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040
PHONE: (206) 275-7605 | www.mercerisland.gov Date Received:
Received By:

SEPA REVIEW

The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA), chapter 43.21C RCW, requires all governmental agencies to consider
the environmental impacts of a proposal before making decisions. An environmental impact statement (EIS) must
be prepared for all proposals with probable significant adverse impacts on the quality of the environment. The
purpose of this checklist is to provide information to help you and the agency identify impacts from your proposal
(and to reduce or avoid impacts from the proposal, if it can be done) and to help the agency decide whether an
EIS is required.

REVIEW PROCESS — TYPE Il LAND USE REVIEW

Type Il reviews require the exercise of discretion about nontechnical issues. Type lll reviews require a pre-
application meeting, letter of complete application, notice of application mailing and posting, a 30-day public
comment period, notice of decision, and the decision is made by the Code Official. Type Ill reviews do not require
a public hearing.

SEPA reviews are also subject to the environmental procedures outlined in MICC 19.21. When the city is the lead
agency for a proposal, the responsible official shall supervise compliance with the threshold determination
requirements and, if an EIS is necessary, shall supervise preparation of the EIS.

Upon the receipt of an application for a proposal, the receiving city department shall, and for city proposals, the
initiating city department shall, determine whether the proposal is an action potentially subject to SEPA and, if so,
whether it is categorically exempt. This determination shall be made based on the definition of action (WAC 197-
11-704), and the process for determining categorical exemption (WAC 197-11-305). As required, city departments
shall ensure that the total proposal is considered. If there is any question whether or not a proposal is exempt,
then the responsible official shall be consulted.

PRE-APPLICATION MEETING

A Pre-Application Meeting is used to determine whether a land use project is ready for review, to review the land
use application process, and to provide an opportunity for initial feedback on a proposed application. Some land
use applications require a pre-application meeting — in particular: short and long subdivisions, lot line revisions,
shoreline permits, variances, and critical area determinations. The City strongly recommends that all land use
applications use the pre-application process to allow for feedback by City staff.

For more information on the Pre-Application Meeting process, please refer to the Pre-Application Meeting
Request Form.

Fees applicable to this project:

e SEPA Review
e Environmental Impact Statement

Refer to the City of Mercer Island Fee Schedule for current permit fees.
PROPERTY INFORMATION
Property Address: 3801 East Mercer Way

Parcel Number(s): « 2655500137 » 2655500136 * 2655500132 + small portion of 2655500115

Revised 1/2025



Amy Lavin, SJCC, 3801 E. Mercer Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040 206-232-7115

Gross Lot Area(s): 405,242 s.f.

Net Lot Area(s):

Zone: R-8.4, R-9.6
Shoreline Environment Designation (if located |:| Urban Residential

within 200 feet of Lake Washington): |:|
Urban Park

CRITICAL AREAS ON PROPERTY

GEOLOGICALLY HAZARDOUS AREAS WATERCOURSES WETLANDS
Potential Landslide Hazard I:l Type F |:| Category |
|:| Erosion Hazard |:| Type Np |:| Category Il
Seismic Hazard I:l Type Ns |:| Category lll
|:| Steep Slope I:l Piped |:| Category IV
|:| None I:l Unknown |:| Unknown

SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST

In addition to the items listed below, the code official may require the submission of any documentation
reasonably necessary for review and approval of the land use application. An applicant for a land use approval
and/or development proposal shall demonstrate that the proposed development complies with the applicable
regulations and decision criteria.

1. Development Application Form. Provide a completed and signed Development Application
Form.

2. Pre-Application Meeting. Pre-Application Meetings are required for Type Ill & IV Land Use
Permit Applications.

3. Project Narrative. The project narrative should describe the proposed development,
including any anticipated phases.

Title Report. Less than 30 days old.

5. Affidavit of Ownership. An Affidavit of Ownership, signed before a notary.

6. Affidavit of Agent Authority. An Affidavit of Agent Authority, signed before a notary, if

applicable.

7. Development Plan Set. Refer to the Land Use Application Plan Set Guide for preparing

plans.

8. Concurrent Review Form. Provide a completed Concurrent Review Form if the applicant
wishes to request consolidated review for two or more land use applications. Refer to
MICC 19.15.030(F) for land use application reviews that may be consolidated.

9. SEPA Checklist.

1 O OOx XXX

10. Fees. Payment of required fees.

(1]

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT | HAVE READ THIS APPLICATION AND SUBMITTAL CHECKLIST AND ALL REQUIRED APPLICATION MATERIALS
ARE INCLUDED IN MY APPLICATION SUBMITTAL, UNLESS WAIVED BY THE CODE OFFICIAL. ALL INFORMATION SUBMITTED IS TRUE
AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. | ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WILLFUL MISREPRESENTATION OF INFORMATION WILL
TERMINATE THIS APPLICATION. | UNDERSTAND THAT MY SUBMITTAL WILL BE REVIEWED FOR COMPLETENESS AND, IF FOUND TO BE
COMPLETE, WILL BE PROCESSED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 19.15 MICC.

Signature Date
Digitally signed by Amy Lavin

Amy LaV| n Date: 2026.02.10 17:57:27 2/10/2026

-08'00'
Revised 1/2025



INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANTS

This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal.
Governmental agencies use this checklist to determine whether the environmental impacts of your proposal
are significant, requiring preparation of an EIS. Answer the questions briefly, with the most precise
information known, or give the best description you can.

You must answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge. In most cases, you
should be able to answer the questions from your own observations or project plans without the need to
hire experts. If you really do not know the answer, or if a question does not apply to your proposal, write
“do not know” or “does not apply.” Complete answers to the questions now may avoid unnecessary delays
later. Some questions ask about governmental regulations, such as zoning, shoreline, and landmark
designations. Answer these questions if you can. If you have problems, the governmental agencies can assist
you. The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of
time or on different parcels of land. Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal
or its environmental effects. The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your
answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant
adverse impact.

USE OF CHECKLIST FOR NONPROJECT PROPOSALS

For nonproject proposals complete this checklist and the supplemental sheet for nonproject actions (Part
D). The lead agency may exclude any question for the environmental elements (Part B) which they determine
do not contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. For nonproject actions, the references in the
checklist to the words "project," "applicant," and "property or site" should be read as "proposal,"
"proposer," and "affected geographic area," respectively.

A. BACKGROUND
1. Name of proposed project, if applicable:

2. Name of applicant:

3801 East Mercer Way

3. Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:

4. Date checklist prepared:
November 20, 2025

5. Agency requesting checklist:

Citv of Mercer lsland
SRY-o-Miercerisiang

6. Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):
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7. Do you have any plans for future additions, expansions, or further activity related to or connected with
this proposal? If yes, explain:

8. List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared,
directly related to this proposal:

9. Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals directly
affecting the property covered by your proposal? If yes, explain:

None known
ohReKROWH-

10. List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known:

11. Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the
project and site. There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain
aspects of your proposal. You do not need to repeat those answers on this page. (Lead agencies may
modify this form to include additional specific information on project description.)

12. Location of the proposal. Give sufficient information for a person to understand the precise location
of your proposed project, including a street address, if any, and section, township, and range, if known.
If a proposal would occur over a range of area, provide the range or boundaries of the site(s). Provide
a legal description, site plan, vicinity map, and topographic map, if reasonably available. While you
should submit any plans required by the agency, you are not required to duplicate maps or detailed
plans submitted with any permit applications related to this checklist.
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL ELEMENTS
1. Earth
a. General description of the site (check one):

Flat O Rolling [ Hilly [ Steepslopes [0 Mountainous [1 Other a

b. What is the steepest slope on the site (approximate percent slope)?

¢. What general types of soils are found on the site (for example, clay, sand, gravel, peat, muck)? If
you know the classification of agricultural soils, specify them and note any agricultural land of
long-term commercial significance and whether the proposal results in removing any of these
soils.

e. Describe the purpose, type, total area, and approximate quantities and total affected area of any
filling, excavation, and grading proposed. Indicate source of fill.

N/A_Rothi atod wil : o

f. Could erosion occur as a result of clearing, construction, or use? If so, generally describe.

No. : : on.

g. About what percent of the site will be covered with impervious surfaces after project
construction (for example, asphalt or buildings)?

NVA_Rothi atod wil : o

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control erosion, or other impacts to the earth, if any:

2. Air
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S:\DSG\FORMS\2018 Forms\Land Use\SEPAChecklist.docx 12/2018



a. What types of emissions to the air would result from the proposal (i.e., dust, automobile, odors,
and industrial wood smoke) during construction, operation, and maintenance when the project
is completed? If any, generally describe and give approximate quantities if known.

NVA: . on.

b. Arethere any off-site sources of emissions or odor that may affect your proposal? If so, generally
describe.

No._this : _

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control emissions or other impacts to air, if any:

3. Water
a. Surface:
i. Is there any surface water body on or in the immediate vicinity of the site (including year-
round and seasonal streams, saltwater, lakes, ponds, wetlands)? If yes, describe type and
provide names. If appropriate, state what stream or river it flows into.

ii. Will the project require any work over, in, or adjacent to (within 200 feet) the described
waters? If yes, please describe and attach available plans.

iii. Estimate the amount of fill and dredge material that would be placed in or removed from
surface water or wetlands and indicate the area of the site that would be affected. Indicate
the source of fill material.

iv. Will the proposal require surface water withdrawals or diversions? Give general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

v. Does the proposal lie within a 100-year floodplain? If so, note location on the site plan.
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vi. Does the proposal involve any discharges of waste materials to surface waters? If so,
describe the type of waste and anticipated volume of discharge.

b. Ground
i.  Will groundwater be withdrawn from a well for drinking water or other purposes? If so,
give a general description of the well, proposed uses and approximate quantities
withdrawn from the well? Will water be discharged to groundwater? Give general
description, purpose, and approximate quantities if known.

ii. Describe waste material that will be discharged into the ground from septic tanks or other
sources, if any (for example: Domestic sewage; industrial, [containing the following
chemicals...]; agricultural; etc.). Describe the general size of the system, the number of
such systems, the number of houses to be served (if applicable), or the number of animals
or humans the system(s) are expected to serve.

c. Water runoff (including stormwater):
i. Describe the source of runoff (including stormwater) and method of collection and
disposal, if any (include quantities, if known). Where will this water flow? Will this water
flow into other waters? If so, describe.

ii. Could waste materials enter ground or surface waters? If so, generally describe.

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control surface, ground, runoff water, and drainage pattern
impacts, if any:

N/A _no imbacts
NARO-HRPAGS-

4. Plants
a. Check types of vegetation found on the site
[l Deciduous tree: Alder, Maple, Aspen, other
Evergreen tree: Fir, Cedar, Pine, other
[  Shrubs
[=]

Grass
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Pasture

Crop or grain

Wet soil plants: Cattail, buttercup, bulrush, skunk cabbage, other
Water plants: Water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other

Other types of vegetation

b. What kind and amount of vegetation will be removed or altered?

ooooano

c. List threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.

d. Proposed landscaping, use of native plants, or other measures to preserve or enhance vegetation
on the site, if any:

e. List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.

lone
NORe

5. Animals
a. State any birds and animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known to be on
or near the site. Examples include:

Birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:
Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:
Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other:

b. List any threatened or endangered species known to be on or near the site.

Sal " o Lake Waghi _

c. lIsthe site part of a migration route? If so, explain.

d. Proposed measure to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:
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e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site.

Non
o

TNOT TGO+

6. Energy and natural resources
a. What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet the
completed project’s energy needs? Describe whether it will be used for heating, manufacturing,
etc.

b. Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties? If so,
generally describe.

\ he proposed CQO

from property lines. Adjacent single family zones are allowed to be built up to 30 feet in height.

¢. What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? List other
proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:

7. Environmental health
a. Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk of fire
and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste that could occur as a result of this proposal? If so,
describe.

ii. Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development
and design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines
located within the project area and in the vicinity.

iii. Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced during
the project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating life of the
project.
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iv. Describe special emergency services that might be required.

b. Noise
i. What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: traffic,
equipment, operation, other)?

ii. What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a
short-term or a long-term basis (for example: traffic, construction, operation, other)?
Indicate what hours noise would come from the site.

/A Ro F . on.

iii. Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:

8. Land and shoreline use
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current land
uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.

The current use of the site is the Stroum Jewish Community Center which includes an early childhood school, pool, gym, performing arts center

and other community uses. The adjacent uses include public nstitution, Synagogue, SChool, the current/new site Tor the Mercer Tsland City Hall

b. Hasthe project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. How
much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to other
uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, how many
acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or nonforest use?

c. Describe any structures on the site.

The.SJCC exi he_site.

d. Will any structures be demolished? If so, what?
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e. What is the current zoning classification of the site?
R-8.4 and R-9.6.

f.  What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?

Sinale Eamilv Residential

g. If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?
N/A

h. Has any part of the site been classified as an “environmentally sensitive” area? If so, specify.

parking Iot based on LIDAR maps Most of the Island is deS|gnated as a seismic environmentally
sensitive area.

i. Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?

j.  Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?

k. Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:

I.  Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land uses
and plans, if any:
The proposal is consistent with the CPPs, the MI comprehensive plan, and code provisions related to

redesignations and rezones. The redesignation designates land that has not been used as residential for over 55
years 1o a designation more appropriate with its Use.

Housing

a. Approximately how many units would be provided, if any? Indicate whether high, middle, or
low-income housing.

pg. 10

S:\DSG\FORMS\2018 Forms\Land Use\SEPAChecklist.docx 12/2018



b. Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, middle, or
low-income housing.

N/A, none

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:

N/A;-hone.

10. Aesthetics

a. What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas? What is the
principal exterior material(s) proposed?

b. What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetics impacts, if any:

11. Light and glare
a. What type of light or glare will the proposal produce? What time of day would it mainly occur?

b. Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views?

N/A RO, : on.

c.  What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal?

d. Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:

12. Recreation
a. What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?

The SJCC offers numerous recreational opportunities for people of all ages and life stages. The boat launch is also across the street.
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b. Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses? If so, describe.
N/Aho

c. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation
opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:

NA_ ro E : .

13. Historic and cultural preservation

a. Arethere any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years old
listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers? If so, specifically
describe.

b. Arethere anylandmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? This
may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, or areas
of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies conducted at the
site to identify such resources.

None known
ohe«ho -

c. Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources on
or near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc.

VA, . or wit o distur _

d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance to
resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required.

N/A. , or wit o dictur _

14. Transportation

a. lIdentify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and describe
proposed access to the existing street system. Show on site plans, if any.
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b. Isthessite or affected geographic area currently served by public transit? If so, generally describe.
If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop?

c. How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or nonproject proposal have?
How many would the project or proposal eliminate?

The nonproject proposal does not change the current parking count.

d. Willthe proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, bicycle
or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe (indicate
whether public or private).

e. Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air
transportation? If so, generally describe.

f. How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? If
known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would be
trucks (such as commercial and non-passenger vehicles). What data or transportation models
were used to make these estimates?

The change to CO would not change the number of trips generated by the existing building. Please see the attached memorandum from the Transpo
“Group regarding the number of rps that could be generated from an office use on the property, Which 1s a permitted use under the CO zone. While
there is absolutely no plan or intent to build an office building on this property, the City requested a trip generation memorandum to analyze the
extreme worst case and highly unlikely/improbable scenario of an office built on this property.

g. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and forest
products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe.

N/A, no impacts as a nonproje ion. An e proposal would be required to comply with any and a
applicable codes, and would requrre a concurrency analysis at the 'net new trips" are generated per MICC
19.20.030.

15. Public services
a. Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example; fire protection,
police protection, health care, schools, other)? If so, generally describe.

b. Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.
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16. Utilities
a. Check utilities currently available at the site:

Electricity [x Natural Gas [d] Water [=] Refuse Service [=]
Telephone [1] Sanitary sewer [x] Septic system [ Other [=]

b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, and the
general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might be needed.

C. SIGNATURE
| certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the
answers to the attached SEPA Checklist are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. |
understand that the lead agency is relying on them to make its decision.

Signature: Amy Lavin Dot 20302 10 170617 0800

Date Submitted:

SEPA RULES

SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS
(do not use this sheet for project actions)

Because these questions are very general, it may be helpful to read them in conjunction with the list of the
elements of the environment.

When answering these questions, be aware of the extent the proposal, or the types of activities likely to
result from the proposal, would affect the item at a greater intensity or at a faster rate than if the proposal
were not implemented. Respond briefly and in general terms.

1. How would the proposal be likely to increase discharge to water; emissions to air; productions, storage,
or release of toxic or hazardous substances; or production of noise?
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It would be unlikely to create an increase; no increases would be created. The uses permitted in the CO include
the SJCC, and typical commercial/services uses. The redesignation is not proposing to change the use of the
property, which will remain as the SJCC.

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce increases are:

While no increases are anticipated, all future development would require compliance with then-existing codes,
which are much more stringent than the codes under which the existing SICC was developed. Existing noise and
zoning ordinances that govern the CO zone prevent and mitigate impacts.

2. How would the proposal be likely to affect plants, animals, fish, or marine life?

Proposed measures to protect or conserve plants, animals, fish, or marine life are:

While no increases are anticipated, all future development would require compliance with then-existing codes, which are much more stringent than the
“codes under which the existing SJCC was developed. The Site 1S not within a shoreline zone and will have no impacts to maring Iife or fish. No
impacts to protect species will occur, as they are not present on the site. The redesignation would require compliance with existing tree codes and
zoning ordinances, which intend to mitigate any impacts.

3. How would the proposal be likely to deplete energy or natural resources?

not |nclude a use that would deplete energy or natural resources. The redeS|gnat|on is not changing the use

of the property, which will remain as the SJCC.

Proposed measures to protect or conserve energy and natural resources are:

which are much more stnngent than the codes under which the eX|st|ng SJCC was developed The

redesignation requires compliance with current energy codes, which are applicable throughout Mercer Island.

4. How would the proposal be likely to use or affect environmentally sensitive areas or areas designated
(or eligible or under study) for governmental protection; such as parks, wilderness, wild and scenic
rivers, threatened or endangered species habitat, historic or cultural sites, wetlands, floodplains, or
prime farmlands?

There is a very small steep slope area on the site. No other protected habitat or critical areas are present on
the site. No anticipated impact to this area that would be harmful in nature is anticipated. No other

government-protected areas would be used or impacted.

Proposed measures to protect such resources or to avoid or reduce impacts are:

5. How would the proposal be likely to affect land and shoreline use, including whether it would allow or
encourage land or shoreline uses incompatible with existing plans?

The proposal changes the designation of the property but it does not change the actual use of the property. Therefore, there are no impacts to
compatibility. The use of the land remains as compatible as it always has been with adjacent uses in the area. In addition, the area already

includes several areas designated/zoned CO, which have remained compatible with surrounding uses and plans. The proposal is consistent
with the MI comprehensive plan, as well as the MICC, as stated in our application.

Proposed measures to avoid or reduce shoreline and land use impacts are:

There are no land use impacts. The proposal complies with the comprehensive plan and the MICC. The CO zone restricts the allowed

uses in the CO zone to those that are compatlble with the eX|st|ng comprehenswe plan and surroundlng uses, and the development
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6. How would the proposal be likely to increase demands on transportation or public services and
utilities?

Very unlikely, particularly because there is no proposed change to the existing use of the property. Please see the attached memorandum from the

Tanspo Group, WNich outlines the Worst case scenario In terms of traffic trip generation. 1S outcome 1s highly unfikely To occur, as the stated current

and proposed use of the property is the SICC. No additional increase to demand on public services or utilities could occur as a result of the change to
CO.

Proposed measures to reduce or respond to such demand(s) are:

Any development proposal proposed under the redesignation would be required to obtain concurrency review

when it proposes net new trips, and would be required to review impacts to public services, utilities, and
transportation under SEPA. Compliance with the MICC and applicable codes mitigates potential impacts.

7. ldentify, if possible, whether the proposal may conflict with local, state, or federal laws or
requirements for the protection of the environment.

[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR 16-13-012 (Order 15-09), § 197-11-960, filed 6/2/16, effective 7/3/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110
and 43.21C.100 [43.21C.170]. WSR 14-09-026 (Order 13-01), § 197-11-960, filed 4/9/14, effective 5/10/14. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.21C.110. WSR
13-02-065 (Order 12-01), § 197-11-960, filed 12/28/12, effective 1/28/13; WSR 84-05-020 (Order DE 83-39), § 197-11-960, filed 2/10/84, effective
4/4/84.]
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EX014

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

206.275.7605
www.mercerisland.gov/cpd

SEPA THRESHOLD DETERMINATION OF NON-

SIGNIFICANCE (DNS)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a determination has been issued for the application described

below:
File No.

Permit Type:

Description of
Request:

Applicant/Owner:

Location:

Lead Agency:

Project Documents:

Environmental
Documents:

Application Process
Information:

SEP25-021
Type IIl - Non-Project Action

Review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) for a non-project
action amending the 2024 Comprehensive Plan Land Use Map
(Comprehensive Plan Amendment CPA25-002) and the City of Mercer
Island Zoning Map in Appendix D (Reclassification of Property RZN25-
002) to redesignate King County Parcel Nos. 2655500137, 2655500136,
2655500132, and a portion of 2655500115 from Single-Family Residential R-
8.4 and R-9.6 to Commercial Office (C-O).

Amy Lavin (Stroum Jewish Community Center) / Stroum Jewish
Community Center

3801 E Mercer Way, 9824 SE 40th St, 3975 99th Ave SE, and 3795 E Mercer
Way, Mercer Island, WA 98040; identified by King County Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers: 2655500137, 2655500136, 2655500132, and 2655500115

City of Mercer Island, Department of Community Planning &
Development

https:/mieplan.mercergov.org/public/SEP25-021

Use the camera on your smartphone to scan the
QR code to easily access the project documents.

Copies of all studies and/or environmental
documents are available through the above
project documents link.

Date of Application: December 11, 2025
Determination of Complete Application: January 6, 2026

The lead agency determined that the proposed development will not have a probably significant
adverse impact on the environment. An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required
pursuant to RCW 4321C.031(2). This decision was made after review of a completed
environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency. This information is
available to the public on request.

L] There is no comment period for this DNS.

u This DNS is issued after using the optional DNS process in WAC 197-11-355. There is
no further comment period on the DNS.
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https://mieplan.mercergov.org/public/SEP25-021

This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2); the lead agency will not act on this
proposal for 14 days from the date below. Comments must be submitted by July 6,
2026 at 5:00 PM.
Responsible Molly McGuire, Senior Planner | molly.mcguire@mercerisland.gov | (206)
Official: 275-7712
Issued Date: June 22, 2026 Signature: /s/ Molly McGuire, Senior Planner

APPEAL INFORMATION

This decision to issue a Determination of Non-significance (DNS) rather than to require an EIS
may be appealed pursuant to Section 19.21 of the Mercer Island Unified Land Development Code,
Environmental procedures.

Any party of record may appeal this determination to the City Clerk at 9611 SE 36t
Street, Mercer Island, WA 98040 no later than 5pm on July 6, 2026 by filing a timely
and complete appeal application and paying the appeal fee.
You should be prepared to make specific factual objections. Contact the City Clerk to
read or ask about the procedures for SEPA appeals. To reverse, modify, or remand this
decision, the appeal hearing body must find that there has been substantial error, the
proceedings were materially affected by irregularities in procedure, the decision was
unsupported by material and substantial evidence in view of the entire record, or the
decision is in conflict with the city's applicable decision criteria.

There is no agency appeal.

Hin

Any person aggrieved by the issuance of this decision may seek review from the
Shorelines Hearings Board by filing a petition for review within twenty-one days
from the date of filing of the decision as defined in RCW 90.58.140(6).

Within seven days of the filing of any petition for review with the Board, the petitioner
shall serve copies of the petition on the Washington State Department of Ecology,
the Office of the Attorney General, and the City of Mercer Island.

More information on this process can be found on the Shoreline Hearing Board's
website: http://www.eho.wa.gov/ or by calling (360) 664-9160.
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